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Honour for a Sri Lankan

in U.S.

Kamala, wife of Rev.D. F,
Dharmapalan formerly of the Me-
thodist Church in Sri Lanka and
presently & Methodist Minister in
Keene USA, has received a
signal houour in having been selec-
ted by the Methodist Church in
U. S., as one of its delegates to
the UNO sponsored Conference
in Kenya on Women’s Rights.

She is an old gir! of Girls’
High School Kandy, where she
also taught Science for many years
before going to US.

R. C. Church, _ﬂ@?
Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee

A Joint Jubilee Mass will be
offered tomorrow (10-8-85) at
St. Joseph’s Chapel, Colombogam
at 6.45 a. m. on the oceasion of
the Golden Jubilee of his ordina-
tion to the priesthood of Fr.
G. T. Balasundaram (brother of
the late Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam
Q.C. and brother-in-law of the
late Mr. Spencer Rajaratmam ).

Associated with the Bishop of
Jaffna, Rt. Rev. (Dr.) B, Deogupil-
lai at the Mass will be the Bishop
of Trincomalee - Batticaloa, the
Rt. Rev. (Dr.) Kingsley Swampillai
and the Bishop of Mannar, the
Rt. Rev. (Dr.) Thomas Soundera-
nayagam,

Father Balasundaram who
hailed from a Hindu family in
Alvay, Vadamaradchy was baptised
in February 1928 in the same
Chapel where he celsbretes his
Golden Jubilee,

He was ordained priest on
10-8-35 at St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Jaffna.

A Baptist Missionary and the
English Sinhala Dictionary

A Baptist Missionary of victe
orian England, Rev. Charles
Carter is credited with the first
publication in 7897 of the English-~
Sinhala Dictionary—a work which
the author took four years to
complete while he was stationed
as a priest at Kadugannawa,

Miss Carter, a descendant of
Rev. Charles Carter hag been loca-
ted by a former teacher of western
classics at Royal College, Mr. E,
F.C. Perera as living in a suburb
of Auckland, in New Zealand,

A copy of the valuable tome
of the Rev. Carter was hunted
out by the Secretary to the
Ministry of Plan Implementation
at the request of Mr. Perera
and sent to the Sri Lanka’s Am-
bassador in Canberra for a cere-
monial presentation,

The presentation was made
Tecently to Miss. Carter by Sri
Lanka’s Hooerary Consul in Aucu-
land at g ten party given in
Mise. Carter's homour,
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Navajeevanam News

Mr. N. S. Jesvajothy, was
selected by the Sri Lanka Council
for K. N- H. ( Germany) to follow
a one and a half years course in
Wardenship at the Training Cen-
tre for Wardens at Bangalore,
under a scholarship offered by the
K. N. H. Mr. Jeevajothy returned
to Navajeevanam on the 30th
April and was inducted as War-
den of the Senior Boys’ Hostel
on the Ist of May at the Thanks-
giving Service held on the 26th Anni-
versary of Navajeevanam. The Ser-
vice was conducted by Rev. A. V.
Jesuthasan of the J. D. C. S. I.

L * »

~Mr. A. K. Selvanayagam, was
snccessful in gaining admission to
follow an eight months course in
Theology at the Study Centre,
Maruthanamadam. He will no
doubt be an asset to Navajeeva-
mam, particularly in religious work
when he returns on completion of
the course.

* * e

A Confirmation Service was
held on Sunday, the 21st July at
the Holy Carpenter Church, at
6-30 a. m. Twentyone boys, all
residing at Navajsevanam and most

of: them students; whe . have heen -

at Navajeevanam for a considera-
ble period, were confirmed as full
members of the Jaffaa Diocese of
the Church of South India by The
Rt. Rev. D. ]J. Ambalavanar assis-
ted by Rev. Jayanesan. There was
a fellowship breakfast after the
Service at which all those present
participated.

Service of Thanksgiving

A Serviee of Thanksgiving for
Myr.  Anton  Suthenthirakumar
Kantharatnam (who died under
tragic circamstances on 11-7.85)
was held at the Uduvil Church on
Saturday. 10th August, 1985 at
4 p. m,

Rev.
Presbyter of
led the Service.
Alfred preached
Rev.
tribute,

D. C. Ratnasingham
the Uduvil Church
Sevak Rev, Sam
the Sermon and
G. A. Winslow paid the

Rajitha Kantharatnam daugh-
ter of the late Mr. A. S,
Kantharatnam declaimed the 23rd
Psalm and Mrs. T. Niles of the
stafl of Uduvil Girl’s College sang
a special anthem. Rev. D, (.
Ratnasingham offered the Litany
of Thanksgiviog and Remembr-
ance.

The Serviee concluded with
the hymn " Lead Kindly Light
awnd the encircling Gloom.”

[ Mrs. Kantharetnam is on the
staff of Uduvil Girls’ College
( Nursary Department ) and is
actively associated as g teacher
with the Uduvili Chyrch Sun.
day Scheel. ]

For ihe Recora

Weekly Meeting of Ministers
on 7-8-85

Cabinet Spokesman, Dr. Anan-
datissa de Alwis said President
Jeyewardene had told the Cabinaet
that legislation to form this force
is now under preparation and will
be presented to cabinet shortly.

“In the meantime, the force
has already been formed under
Emergency Regularitions published

last month,” the President had
said.

The cabinet yesterday auth-
orised ecapital expenditure of Rs,
2.5 million and recurrent expen-
diture of Rs. 16 million for the
'NAF,

The capital expenditure will
meet the cost of buiidings, vehicles,
office egipment, furniture and wea-
pons, while recurrent expenditure
will meet pay and allowances, fuel,
rations, travelling expenses ete.

Mr. de Alwis reperted that
the President had teld his minis-
ters that the government was pres-
sing on with its program to train
cadres to meet any eventuality,

** It would be considered reck-
less not to have done 80, particu-
larly if the Tamil leaders
to agree to a political solution,”
he said.

The President had stressed the
importance of the next round of
peace talk at Timpu, as g prelude
to which India’s Foreign Secretary
Romesh Bhandari wil) arrive here
today.

“ The government has acted
with great restraint under enormous
provoeation from the terrorists,
because it is determind to ensure
that those who wish to sobotage
the talks will not succeed” the
Minister said-

The Prasicent had told the

. ministers thatthe whole world was
. witness to the fact that the govern-

had demonstrated in practice its
faith and its willingness to find
a political solution at the confer-
ence table,

“The President said the go-
vernment had also demonstrated its
ability to stand by its commitment
to a cessation of hostilities during
and after the talks, with g view
to settling the problem peacefully,”
the minister said.

Dr. de Alwis quoted the Pre-
sident as saying that it had be-
come evident to the world that the
terrorists continued to kill, rob and
intimidate not only there own
people, but the Sinhalese who had
lived in certain parts of the coun-
try for generations.

The despicable killing of the
Buddhist monks was part of the
terrorist erime.

The government said the Pre-
sident was hopful that the next
round of talks 1n Thimpu would
bring the two sides ‘' closer to an
agreement than before,*
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Jaffna College
English Medium Classes

Advanced Level classes in all
fhe usual Science and Arts sub-
Jecte for students who want pre-
ficiency in these subjects in the
English medium and may also
want to subsequently appear for
the Advanced Leve] Examinations
of the London University and the
Associated Examining Boarg will
commence on 2nd September, 1985,

Ordinary Level classes wil]
also be conducted on the same

basis if there are sufficient appli-
cants,

Further information may be
obtained from the Principal,

Jaffoa College,
Vaddukoddai.
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IN MEMORIAM

PRINCIPAL,

IN Lovikc MEMORY
OF

Rose Gnanamany
~ Rajakulasingam
"In God’s care you rest above

In our hearts you dwell with
love.”

Fondly remémberad by
your husband, son and
daughter-in-law.

71, Groassault Road,
Chundikuli,
Jaffna.

Some ministers directly con-
cerned with the problem will be
invited to brief Mr. Bandarai he
said.

* The President is sorry about
the waste of public funds that
could be used to create jobe
provide food, housing, health and
prosperity for the nation, on
arms. ammnnition and military
equipment,

‘" But he said that if the need
arises. the government will not
hesitate to stop all develpment
work and fight as aggressively
as may be necessary to deal with
terrorism,” the minister said.

Among the ministers who will
meet Mr, Bhandari. expected here
will be

in a ' couple of days,
Messrs. Athulathmudali. Gamini
Dissanayake, Hurulle, Devanaya-

gam and District Minister Nelson
Dr. de Alwis said.

There will be no minister on
the team to Thimpu he said in
naswer to a question.

[CDN 5-8-85]

N. B. i
The ‘' force™ referred to, is
the * Auxiliary Force” of

10,000 men to assist the defence
forces in the defeuce require:
meuts of the Nortb and East,
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1YY gz;\ wCC
! Two of *the Three IYY
+ themes — '»ﬁ(?ihéipation and
: : directly to WCC
“Sub Unieeoncerns. The third —
development—the sub unit links
with the call for justice which
it sees as a necessary pre-re-
quisite for development.

The Youth Sub Unit of
the Wcc is concerned that the
IYY be not limited to 1985.
The wccC youth programme
got a particular lift from the
Vancover Assembly  (1983)
where 13.5 per cent of the de-
legates (compared to 9 per cent
at Nairobi) were youth and
about 175 youth were present
as stewards. Leading into the
main event was a Pre-Assem-
bly youth programme:

According to Philip Potter,
who spoke officially on behalf
of the youth at the Amster-
dam Assembly ‘ the ecumeni-
cal movement was first a youth
movement. It was the youth
who later on went to shape
the ecumenical movement as
it developed and as it became
expressed in its fullest measure
in the WCC.

Christian young people in
1983 presented a message (o
the Sixth Assembiy. They
pleaded * Among many issues
that confront and concern us,
one emerges with compelling
urgency. We want peace not
as the doctrine of national
security defines it — the absence
of war. Bus as God’s Shalom
built on social justice.

Justice Peace and Spiritu-
ality were burning issues at the
Pre-Assembly meeting. Spiri-
tuality is described as the
search for a new commitment
providing the ground for young
people as they struggle for
justice and peace-

The sub unit will work on
justice and peace, relating
especially to CCIA on militarism
disarmament and peace and
human rights.

Considerable attention has
been given to enhancing~the
way In which stewards are
involved in major WCC meet=
mgs. Of the 40 stewards se-
selected trom 220 applications
at the July 1984 Central Com-
mittee Meeting, about 25 per
cent participated at courses in
Bossey either before or after
the meeting.

During the period after
Vancouver, sub unit staff visit-
ed youth programmes in all
regions of the wotld except
the pacific. A visit there is
planned for 1985.

Several regions have held
consultations on World Youth
Projects during the period.
Lhe inability of certain regions
tq put Into practice the parti
cipatory work-style reeommend-
ed at a Youth Working Group
Meeting 1m 1973 has been a
;I‘ldltcr ol some concern. A
Consultation wiul be held in
1935 to evaludte the wWyp.

Participation of youth in
all aspects of the ecumenical
movement continues
emphasts of Lhe

0 be an
Sub wpit—

The Lutheran Church Opposite the Esplanade in Jaffna

In the year of the 150th
anniversary of Central College
Jaffna, it is appropriate for us
to remember that there was @
landmark in old Jaffna in the
present premises of the Central
College facing® the esplanade
called the Lutheran Church.
On the 1st August 1816 the old
orphan house and Lutheran
Church were purchased by Rev.
James Lynch from the govern-
ment for the sum of 646 Rix
dollars, It was the first pro-
perty acquired by the Methodist
Mission- In 1820 when the
Lutheran Church was consi-
dered too small as a place of
worship, the land across the
road was bought by the miss-
jon and the present St Peter's
Church was built and opened
on the 19th of February 1823.
During the time of the Rev Peter
Percival, the Lutheran Church
was renovated and architectu-
rally improved and called St.
Paul's Church for the use of
the Tamil Congregation. 1t
was one of the most beautiful
church buildings in the whole
of Jaffna, Some years later
when St. Peter’s Church was
used for Tamil services - the
building became part of Cen-
tral College.

Why was this Church called
the Lutheran Church ? Was there
a Lutheran presence or Luth-
eran Mission in Jaffna? These
were questions which kept on
beating in my mind whenever
I had to teach Church history.
The history books and histo-
rical resources available in Sri
Lanka do not mention any

.where a Lutheran mission or

church 1 wrote to my friend
Dr. D. H. W. Geuschen pro-
fessor of Missiology and Chuich
History in the Heidelberg Uni-
versity wanting him to clarify
the matter with the Lutheran
resources available to him. He
mentioned the visit of C. F.
Schwartz to Ceylon in 1760 and
said definitely that he has no
evidence at all that such g
church and orphan School were
at any time connected with the
Tranquebar Mission.

His letter set me off ona
research into all the resources
of the Tranquebar Mission
available to me. To my joy I
was finally able to find out
why this Church in Jaffna was
called the Lutheran Church and
also some information on the
co_nngction of the Tranquebar
Mission in India with North
Sri Lanka. One of the docu-
ments says :-

“During the Dutch period
some of our new friends in
Jaffnapatnam and Colombo
longed for and urgently re-
quested that all of us come
to Ceylon nurture and streng-
then them with the Word
of God and Holy Communion.
Christian Federick Schwartz
was sent there in April 1760.”
Schwartz's diary about this
journey from April to Septem

not participation for its own
sake but because of the con-
viction that without youth an
important sector of the body
is missing

Vol. 145 No. 30 & 31

ber 1760 gives a colourful pict-

ure of his varied adventures

and experiences. To serve the

brethren of the Augsburg con-

fession he set out from Naga-

patnam on the 27th April 1760

and arrived at Jaffna two days

later. He visited the Comman-
dant and also two Tamil prea-
chers of the Dutch Church.
The people were delighted to
receive instructions and advice
in their own language. With
unwearied zeal he travelled
from place to placein the Jaffna
patnam visiting the sick and
preaching in the churches. The
people strangly requested hLim
to celebrate Holy Communion
for which he needed special
permission from the Governor
of Colombo So he went there
on May 18th and returned. The
city Church in the Jaffnapat-
nam was sanctioned tfor the
Lutheran celebration of Holy
Communion. A" prepartory con-
fession was announced. Many
artillery men who were Luth-
erans and other Christian citi-
zens in the town came for the
Lord’s Supper. In one week 400

came for confession and com-.

munion. Schwartz visited them
all in their homes and prepared
them ‘spiritually. 1766 another
missionary called Gericke was
also sent to Ceylon.

This is how the church
opposite the Jaffna esplanade
came to be called ¢ the Luth-
eran Church.

There were a number of
other connections of the Tran-
qguebar mission in  South
India with Jaffna. It is recorded
that timber for roofing for the
new church building in Tran-
quebar was sent from Jaffna on
19th May 1718, Good strong
dark ‘¢ palai” wood was obta-
ined from the Vanni for this
purpose- The “palai”’ tree
( Mimusops Hexandra ) famous
in Tamil literature is not found
in South India now.

It should also be remember-
ed that Christian David, the
Tamil apostle of Christian mis-
sion who encouraged missionary
enterprize in the 19th century
in Jaffna and was stationed at
the Church of St. John the Bap-
tist, Chundikuli, was converted
to Christianity by C. F. Sch-
warfz and was sent to Jaffna by
the S. P. C. K. from Tranquebar.
He was the first Tamil Angli-
can priest to be Ordained by
Bishop Heber in Calcutta in
1824. David also translated the
Book of Common Prayer into
Tamil which was published by
the Serampore Press.

It is also significant to
mention that one of the last
public services of C. F. Sch-
wartz was at Point Pedro ata
spot which had become historic
for under an ancient tree the
famous Dutch evangelist Bal-
deus had first preached there
the Gospel to the people in the
17th ceantury Schwartz was
deeply impressed as he stood
under the boughs of that old
tree and proclaimed the gospel
again to the people

Donald Kanaguratnam

O Passports:

O Muslim-Tamil

IN_BRIEF

The number of
applicants for passports received
at the Jaffna Secretariat for the
month of Iuly is 945. Now these
are sent by registered post to
Colombo twice a week and not
only once a week as before. Ap-
plicants could get thier Passports
in two week’s time.

Dialogue: A
Muslim delegation of eight mem.-
bers, led by Dr. Badduideen
Mahmud met a group of Tamil
leaders, including a leader of
the Militants in Tamil Nadu on
4-8-85 to discuss matters arising
out of the Muslim position at the
Thimpu talks. The TULF was
represented at this dialogue by
Mr. A. Amirthalingam, the Secre-
tary-General of the Party and
Mr V. Yogeswaran, former TU
LF MP for Jaffna.

O Police Stations in the North:
According to news reports the
nine Police Station in the North
which had been clos:d sinc:
29-7-81 (when the Anaicottai
Station was attacked and later
the Chavakachcheri Police Sta-

tion) will soon be re-opened.
The nine Police Stations are:
Anaicottai, Kurunagar, Kopay,
Neduathevu, Pallai, Saakanai,

i

Chavakachcheri, Kayts and Chun-

nakam. At the moment only
3 Police Stations are function-
ing in the North under the
surveillance of the gecurity for-
ces — Kankesanthurai, Pt. Pedro
and Jaffna.

O Boosa Detenues: Some 640
Tamil detenues were te be re-
leased, according to informed
forces on 8-7-85 when the ‘Thim-
pu talks’ commenced. But be-
cause of the reported attempt
on the life of the President,
the scheme was “postponed.
Now, it is learned that some
624 wiil be released before the
second round of talks at Bha-
tan. The release of some of
these will we learn, be only un-
certain conditions. The 530 who
are still under detention at
Boosa will be brought for trial
in a court of law.

Q Maternity Leave for Women-
employees: The  three-month
full-pay maternity leave for wo-
men-employees in government
service, which was proposed and
shelved for some time is now,
we learn, to become a reality,
The Act in Parliament is ready
and will be brought before the
House. At present, women em-
ployees in goverment Service
are entitled only to 42 days of
full pay maternity leave.

O Convocation of ?%he Jaffna
University: The sixth Convo-
cation of the Jaffna University
takes place tomorrow (10.8.85)
at the Kailasapathy Auditorium.
The Chancellor of the Univer-
sity, Dr. Thambiah Nadarajah
will award the Degrees for 216
students in the Arts Faculty,

68 in the Commerce Faculty,
66 np the Medical Faculty»
132 in the Science Faculty,

22 in Music and 5 ijn Drama-

tics. Doctorates will be award-
ed to two.

The MA Degree will be
awarded to 12, the MSc teo
two and Post Graduate Course
Certificates 10 46,
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Sri Lanka and the Vancouver
Assembly

Sri Lanka exploded into
ethnic violence in July 1983.
A carefully drafted *minute’ of
concern and calls for peaceful
settlement were issued.

But the country’s media
reported that the Assembly
had adopted a statement on
the Sri Lankan situation which
was full of misstatements and
exaggerations. The government
reacted harshly.

WCC member churches the
NCC and the RC Church all
dissociated themselves from the
false report.

It took time and effort to

convince the churches that
this report which originated
from sources outside the

WCC was not from the As-
sembly itself, says Anathaie
Abeyasekara of the Church of
Ceylon (Anglican ).

Abeyasekara stresses that
this development was not the
WCC’s fault. But she does see
it as highlighting the vulner-
ability of churches in difficult
political situations. The wccC
should not blunt its prophetic
voice. It should stand on the
side of justice. But it has to
be very sensitive.

When she did speak about
Vancouver to both Tamil and
Sinhalese congregations, she
says " people were very inte-
rested in the concerns and
issues from the Assembly. The
Lima Liturgy was used when
she and others spoke about
Vancouver at a theological se-
minary. But BEM is not very
much known in Sri Lanka bee
couse **it has not been trans-
lated into Tamil or Sinhalese ”.

[Culled from One World No. 102,
Special Enlarged Issue.]

Pension Minutes to be
Amended

The Pensions Minutes has, we
learn, to be amended to enable
dependents of public servants who
die as a result of terrorist acti-
vities, or in a future riot or civil
commotion, to be given the com-
pensation now paid to victims of
the July 1983 disturbances,

The minute hitherto allowed
this compensation only to depen-
dents of public servants who died
in the July 1983 disturbances. The
amendment provides for the pre-
sent and the future too,

Under this scheme, the widow
is entitled to the following bene-
fits: a death gratuity equal to
one year’s salary onm the scale
last drawn by the busband; 45
months’ salary in a lump sum;
monthly pension at one-sixth of the
last salary, and, in the case of
children under 21, at one-eight of

that one-sixth, and the monthly
W & OP pension.
The widows of servicemen

will, in addition to all these bene-
fits, also be paid the husband’s
Salary monthly, including annual
increments, up to his 55th birth-
day anniversary,

Widows servicemen who
were promoted posthumously re
ceive the salary of the elevated

gonk,

of

Y’s Men Club ?f
Chavakachcheri

The following were elected
Office-bearers for the year 1985/86:-

President : A. R. Rajoo
Vice-President: B. Mahinda
Secretary : S. Satkunasingham
Treasuren: Nihal Gunasingham

Jeyasingh David, B.P.L. Pra-
marajan, S. A. Ariyatheva, Ranee
Deva, Amirtha Mahinda and Ni-
ranjana Gunasingham were elected
to the Board.

Past President Bertram R. R.
Sinmiah has been already elected
District Governor for the Northern
District comprising the Jaffna,
Chavakachcheri, Manipay and Ko-
pay Clubs.

At Rest

Mr. M. M. Pararajasingam

We regret to record the death
which occured at the Government
Hospital, Jaffna on Wednesday
7-8-85 of My, M. M. Pararajasin-
gam (83), brother of the late
Messrs Vararajasingam, (Journa-
list) the late Segarajasingam and
of the late Mrs. T. C. Rajaratnam
of “Raneestan” Iauvil and of late
Mrs, Mandalanayagam of Navaly.

He is also a cousin of Mrs,
G. C. Canagasundaram of Barr
Lane Tellippalai and of Mrs.

S. J. V. Chelvanayakam of Colom-
bo.

Mr. Pararajasipgam was an
English Trained Teacher of the
old school and had seen many
years of service at St. Anthony’s
College, Katugastota.

He retired in the late fifties
and spent his retirement at Inu-
vil at the residence of his sisters
Mrs. T. C. Rajaratnam. During
this period he was closely associat-
ed with the Christa Seva Ashram
at Maruthanamadam and with
its social and religious activites,

The Funeral Service took
place on Thursday (8-7-85) at
4.30 p. m. at Raneestan, I[nuvil.
The Rev. D. C. Ratnasingam, Pres.
byter of the Uduvil Church offi-
ciated at the Service. Sevak
Rev. Sam Alfred preached the
Sermon and paid the tribute.

The remains were interred at

the Tellippalai Church Burial
grounds, Rev. T. S. Premarajah,
performed the committal rites,

assisted by Rev. D. C, Ratnasin-
gam. 3

In brief

O The Annual Children’s Rally
of the J DCSI was held at
Pandaterruppu on 31-7-85. The
results of Competitions will
be published as soon as they
are sent to us.

Q The Jaffna College Annual
Inter - House Athletic Meet was
held on July 19th, 1985 at 1-30
p m. at Bicknell Grounds with
Mr. S. R. Kanaganayagam (Sup-
erintending Enpgineer, Buildings
Department, Jaffos ) and Mrs, S,
Kanaganasyagam as the Chief
Guests,

The Primary School Meet was
held on July 16th at 1-30 p- m.
with Mr, C- B. Bavinek ( a for
mer Primary School Superviser

as the Chief Qucst.;

Evangelism Latin

B
Dr. Robe
(Continued from

Miss Lernoux presents the
work of the Church against a
background of the most violent
persecution of its servants in
nearly every country in Cen-
tral and South America. The
cumulative effect would be de-
vastating if she did not devote
her concluding chapters to the
positive work of the clergy
among the poor. a work that
has come under fire even from
the Vatican and the right-wing
Influences in the Catholic Church

as well as from the political
right wing in Europe and
America

One example of hope is the
community lunch program in
which Protestants cooperated
with Chilean Catholics in provi-
ding a self run lunch program
for the unemployed and starving
of an entire slum district  Ins-
pired by the Church, *‘count-
less poor Chileans came for-
ward to share the little they
had with their neighbours
Housewives pooled their small
resources—a cup of rice, an
ounce of oil, a couple of
onions —and this was supple-
mented from the local church’s
food stores. Every morning
several women gathered ... to
cook the children’s lunch in
huge caldrons in a tiny back-
yard- At noon all the furni-
ture was carried out of the
living room and replaced by
tables and benches where seve-
ral dozen children took turns
eating ... By 1977 nearly twenty-
four thousand children were
being fed.” But because the
Pinochet government didn’t like
this comment on its record.
they tried to close down the
kitchens with legalities and
technicalities.

In Chihuahua, Mexico, be-
cause a priest moved into a
slum and lived as the people
lived a Committee for Social
Rights was organized, which
went to see the state governor
to press for mail service, a
sewage system and land for
housing. But police came and
beat up the people, demanding
the removal, of the priest.
Eventually the - authorities de-
manded the priest’s removal,
but five thousand slum dwellers
demonstrated in his support.
This demonstration grew into
Sunday meetings for civic
action, and as a result the
slum got its mail service, a
high school, sufficient land for
the construction of four hundred
houses, running water, and the
start of a drainage system that
would eventually benefit 100,000
people in Chihuahua's slums.
Yet Father Aguilar lost his life
in the process — assassinated
by local police.

In El Salvador it has been
the death squads who have
assessinated the priests Ones
the White Warriors Union,
threatened to kill all remain-
ing Jesuit priests 7, after
murdering one in his home, if
they did not leave the coun-
try by July 21, 1977. Anony-
mous pamphlets circulated after
the §ret pricst's deaih, urged

2 & 991085 7
- American  Style
Y
rt Porter

our last jssue )

readers to “Be 5 iot! Kj
iyt A patriot! Kill
Why aj i i
g this  violence
against the clergy? Because

Mg a method adyocated by

in educational -
Paulo Freire His

ch e of “consciousness-

raising is closely related to

participation in Christian grass-

roots communities ” *The aim

1s to make pegple aware of

themselves and their environ-

ment, to learn to think,”” to

ask questions, ‘¢ making Latin

Amencan_ reflective agents for
change instead of ‘objects to
be. rescued from ga burning
bulldmg.'_ as Freire phrases it
And * like the theologians of
liberation, Freire has no time
for left-wing guerrillas  who
would first seize power and
then attempt to establish a dia-
logue_w1th the masses, since
that is but another form of
paternalism.” Lernoux contj-
nues in another passage: “The
consciousness-raising techniques
used in the development of
Christian communities are far
more subversive of the esta-
blished order than the litera-
ture of any communist organi-
zation, because the former ins-
till in the poor a sense of
class solidarity, not at the urg-
ing of a university-educated
guerrilla, but from within them-
selves,” And contrary to the
fears of the CIA and Latin
American military regimes and
dictatorships, “there was prac-
tically no support for violent
revelution within the religious
base, notwithstanding the ...
frequent claims that *priests
and ‘nuos are inciting the peo-
ple revolt’.”

(o be continued)

The Ramon Magsaysay
Award, 1985

Muolidhar Davidas Amte an
Indian who devoted his life to
lepers and other handicapped out-
casts has won the prestigions
Magsaysay Award for public Ser-
vice for 1985.

Amte bad spent nearly four
decades in the forests of Central
India to build three Rehabilation
Centres for the handicapped.

Though born inte a wealthy
high cast family in Maharashtra
State, he had rebelled against
secial discrimination since child-
hood.

He even renounced his inheri-
tance and with his wife and six
lepers moved to a wasteland in
Chandraput District and establi-
shed Awnandwa Forest of Joy.

Amte himself is physically
handicapped from a degenarative
spinal disease. He and his physi-
cian son managed a 180 hectare
( 450-acre ) complex at Anandawa
which houses an Agricultural Col-
lege a School fur e Deit znd
Blind a Home for the aged and
an Orphanage.

The Ramon Magsaysay Award
is named after a former Philippive
Presideat  who died i1n a plane
crash in 1958, The award provides
3 gold medal snd 20,000 doilarg
2 C‘?“Q
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EDITORIAL
Hard Facts

i is i ; reaches the
By the time this issue of The Morning Star :

handsyof our readers, the position in the country w1tt(1l re%e:lrlg

to the outcome of the Thimpu ‘talks’ (the second roun ) w
be clearer than it is now. f
As we go to print the country is abristle tht} a flurry (;f
re-conference talks, this time between the Spegal Envoy “p
Fh Indian Prime Minister, Mr. Romesh Bhandari (vyho arriv _
i ethe island on 8-8-85 on the invitation .of President i]eya
x rdene) and the Sri Lankan groups getting ready to eave_
i the crucial second round of the Thimpu talks which comt
fornces on 12-8-85. Mr. Bhandari is also scheduled to mel:
(;?l:er party leaders and groups, vittally concerned with the
««Tamil problem . N
i blish for purposes o -
where in these column§ we pu re-
dE]t?ﬁ: statement of the Cabinet spokesman, Dr. Ananda Tx:i
i Alwis at the Weekly Meeting of the Ministers on Wed-
o ?]Zy 7-8-85 on the position of the government as it enters

thes second phase of the Thimpu talks.

With neither group at th; table, eager to comgrgm;get c:;
i owed policies, - the Tamil groups insisting on their lis
‘1'ts i 1 principles” and the government groups_studdlng.t.he
mrd"mf tik)leir public utterances with the sickeningly familiar
i '(‘i‘ons Arms and Peace, national ethnic percentage, ete., etq.,
f;x(g::ssis az the moment hardly any prospect of an end in
Sight' . . v e,
There is certainly no political so_lutlon waiting for uls or;
the wings. The issue has to‘l_)e ultlmatelly’ so}'ved at a leve
uch higher than merely a polmca! ‘summit’ — * Knowledge that
o divorced from juftice”, said Cicero, the Roman Orator and
‘Sstate':l:!an “<hould be called cumming rather than wisdom”.

i i i in New Delhi

a question put to him by a Sri Lank'an_ in N i

if h;:-I 0cons(ildered the Sri Lankan proble_m as ¢ bl_gger tt}an th'e

Pakistani problem, Mr Romesh Bandari, the Indian Foreign Mi-
nister is reported to have said, somewhat fretfully :—

B i roblem is now not as important to us as your
;:;l;l;;lef’na.kls‘t;: :re more concerned with the Lanka‘n problem. Of
course, we can fold our arms and sit back allowmg. your people
to fight and kill each other. But we bave a conscience.

- CDN 8-8-85.

Although the Indian Diplomat’s brow is perha?s deeph" fur-
rowed as he seeks to sort out some of th_e new threads’ that
have become visible in the ethnic tangle in Sri Lanka, he and
others associated with him are hopeful that their discussions
with the Sri Lankan groups will ‘smooth’ progress at Thimpu,
when the second round commences on 12-8-85.

Hopes have also been expressed by the government, that
the second round of the Thimpu talks would bring the two
sides “ closer to an agreement than before ”.

_ But, in the words of E. W. Howe, a 19th century Journalist
of Kansas (known for the down-to-earth qualities of his writ-
ings):— ' Every man knows better thau he hopes’,

Events and Comments

Auxiliary Force

The Government has, according to an annoumncement made
by Cabinet spokesman Dr. Ananda Tissa de Alwis on 7-8:85 made
a decision in terms of the Emergency Regulations to raise a
10,000 man National Auxiliary Force to assist the security forces
in the North and East. In this context, the following news
item which we have culled from the CDN of 1-7-85 would be
of more than ordinary interest and significance :—

President J. R. Jeyawardene has ordered that home guards use

weapons only under police supervision and leadership, the minis-
try of defence said on Friday,

It said in a statement that President Jeyawardene has directed
the IGP to ensure that no home guards or other civilians issued
with shot guns were deployed at a check point, road block or any

other security operation, unless accompanied by at least two police
officers.

“Firm action will be taken if these instructions are violated
in the future and if home guards are deployed on their own for
any security purpose,” the statement said.

The

Politics of Separatism

“Separatism does not mean breaking away. 1t means demand-
ing the recognition of the seperate identity The separatist demand
can be overcome by power-sharing and making the minorities JSeel
that they too are part of the nation.”

We quote from an Address delivered by Prof Morris Jones
( former Head of the Institute of Commonwealth Studies) at the
vl on 6'{5-85 on the WbJ":CC " Realities and Dreams: Ebb and

Al Report Wins Award

“*...a forceful appeal for an end
to injustice and pain and murder
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soners of conscience everywhere,
who are told that no one knows
where they are, no one cares, and
on one can help them. You have

helped to make that claim a lie.”

He cited the case of Hector
_Orlando Gomez, a press offieer in
Guatemala City of a human rights
group similar to the Mothers of
the Plazi de Mayo: ‘' This last
Saturday. when many of us were
enjoying the start of the spring.
Hector Orlando Gomez left a
meeting at noon. On sunday mor-
ning his body was found. His
tongue had been removed. Hector
Gomez can speak no more. But
we will never stop speaking for
him.

and fear” reads the citation gran-
ting & special award to the Am-
nesty international Report 1984.

The George Polk Awar.ds'
conferred annually in recognition
of special achievement in journa-
lism, were established by long
Island University, USA, after
Polk’s death in 1948. Polk a CBS
cerrespondent, was murdered dqr-
ing the Greek civil war while
trying to reach the guerrilla lex.;der
Markos Vafiades for an interview.

In accepting the award James
Barber, Chair of AIUSA, said:

... I think you on behalf of pri- 5 Kilea

Flow in the politics of Seperatism’. :rhe lec_:ture was arranged
by the International Centre for Ethnic Studies.

According to a nmews item Prof. Morris-Jones kept clear of
the Sri Lankan situation but ‘“handed at the start a driving
mirror ” which he said with a slight adjustment enables the g
driver to look at himself. 4

~—

W

Another Guest-speaker who followed the same *driver- A
mirror” pattern in his address was Prof. Ralph Buultjens who ;
on February 16th this year delivered the Baron Jeyatillake Me-
morial Lecture at the YMBA, Borella.
Professor of Political Science
is a Buddhist.

Speaking of resolving conflicts peacefully, Professor Buult- ;
jens said:—

#

Prof. Buultjens is
at the New York University and le..'l

i
“To have conflicts resolved peacefully through instituitions is j
not enough. We have to under-write these structures with idea-'.
logies which bind peeple to their commitments. h

It appears desirable in these days of heighteped ethnie (0 &
consciousness to embrace a certain communal nationalism. Cul-fi &
turally this does provide a definition of heritage and an app[e.“
ciation of tradition.” : i

The noxious fumes that have been exuded by a distorted ™
version of what the Tamils as a race really stand for, has
amounted in this country almost to a condonation of genocide. ¥4
A seperate identity as Prof. Morris-Jones has said is the **basic
kinship of society.” i

The Tamils are not a backward race. Like the Punjabis, 8
the Tamils too have led other communites in education, in-
dustry, business and agriculture. India has already solved the!
seperatist demand by ‘‘ accommodation . g

Our political leadership is today being tested in the cruci "
ble at Thimpu. The ‘non-participant individual ” or group with- 0y
out roots, without a sense of identity and who cannot find so- 18
cially worthy meanings in life is a national hazard. Grimly and LT

irrevocably, they are the problems of our generation.

At the tail end of his Prize Day address at Wesley College
( founded 1874) as Chief Guest, the Prime Minister referring to
another * instituition” acrsos the road which has seen almost |
as many years as Wesley —the Welikade Prison ( established
1871 ) is reported to have said:—

P. M’s Wish for Wesley

“For more than a hundred years you have been staring at A
the Prison across the road but never succeeded in closing it down. ‘
I wonder which will succeed in closing which, However, I hope
and pray that Wesley College will succeed.” i

What made the Prime Minister associate an educational ins- ‘l
tituition with the Welikade prison is not difficult to discern.
What happened in July 1983 at Welikade is a negation of all
the values which our numerous educational instituitions had
sought to inculcate in this country, some for 50, some for 100
and some even for 150 years.

For, one measure of the essential humanit
reflected in the way it treats those whom it

y of a society is \\
carcerate

has chosen to in-

We agree with the sentiment implied in the Prime Minis-
ter's Prize Day Address that a major casualty in our sensless
‘war’ of fratric.de in Sri Lanka has been education in this
country. The immediate problem before the government today
is not nation building through education but nation saving,
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