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The Jaffna College
Technical Institute

The Institute Day and the
Presentation of Diplomas and
Certificates of the Jaffna Col-
lege Technical Institute was
held at ABELS AUDITORIUM
Vaddukoddai on Saturday the
Seventh Instant.

The function began with
the procession in which the
staff of the Technical Institute
pumbering abeut thirty, the
members of the Council and
the Chief Guest Dr S. Mohan
das participated.

The Technical Institute
students sang a song of wel-
come after which Rt. Rev. D. J.
Ambalavanar offered prayer.

The Director Mr. S. Pillai-
nayagam in his report said that
the Technical Institute was offer=-
ing eleven different courses of
studies. He also said in May
1984 there were 360 students
but due to the unsettled state

of affairs in the country the
number has now dropped.
Seven large buildings were

completed at the Campus after
1982.

The Report of the jaffna
College Agricultural Institute
was read by the Principal of
the Institute Mr. C- Jeyaratnam.
He said 29 students were ad-
mitted for one year training at
this Institute at the beginning
of this year.

The Institute Day Address
was delivered by S Mohandas
B.Sc. (Hon.), C. Chem., Ph-D,
General Manager Palmyrah De-
lopment Board, Jaffna:

[ Excerpts from the Address of
the Chief Guest, Dr. S. Moha-
nadas will appear in our next
issue.]

Inter-Hall Athletic Meet at the
Technical Institute

The first Inter-Hall athle-
tic meet of the Jaffna College
Technical Inmstitute was held
on Saturday the 14th of this
month. Yellow, Blue and Red
Halls participated. The Tech=
nical Institute was in a festive
mood as it was the inaugural
Sports Meet of this Institute
The Chief Guest Rt. Rev. D.J.
Ambalavanar said that the
Sports Meet was a clear sign
of the steady growth of the
Institute and its confidence in
its future Dr (Mrs) Chandra
Ambalavanar gave away the
prizes. Yellow Hall became
Champions and the Blue Hall
finished Runners-up

IN BRIEF

® The Bank of Ceylon - has
informed a&fl 18 cons.tl[uent.b
that if they want to koow 1hel;
credit balances, they shou

whenever possible call over PER:

soually.

Elocution Teachers win
Plaudits

Mrs. June Tufncll, the Exami-
ner of the Tririty College (Lon-
don) Examinations who was in
Sri Lanka on a five-week assign-
ment in August examined some 1200
students in Speech and Drama at
the Colombo Centre. This was
her fourth visit to the country the
last one being in 1979.

She is full of praise for the
elocution teachers in Sri Lanka.
The standared of the candidates she
examined was, accerding to her
** very high ”

The Trinity College (London)
Examinations are intended, she
said to set a standard im pianoforte
Speech and Drama for the students
to aim at. The College holds ex-
ternal examinations in 35 countries.

Mrs. Tufnell was Head of the
Drama Department of Cheltenham
Ladies College from 1975-1983.

It is unfortunate that many of
the students from Jaffna Schools are
unable to sit for the Trinity College
of Music (Pratical) Examination as
Jaffna ceased to be a centre since
the eruption of ethnic tensioms
in the country.

 While taking away impressions
of ' some good work here’ Mrs.
Tufoell has this advise for teachers
of Speech, that they encourage
students to develop their own ori-
ginal style, instead of merely imi-
tating the teacher. Good Speech
bas nothing to do with stilted
accent or unpatural voice.

Before communication ean be-
gin, there must be comprehension
of what is spoken. But a priority
is the ease with which the candidate
can communicate in English.

The word '‘elocution” Mrs,
Tufnell said has unfortunately ac-
quired so much artificiality through
the years that the word ‘' elocute”
is used in a derogatory sense. That
is why perhaps the subject has now
called Speech.

The Trinity College,
is the only organisation
holds external examination
Speech subjects in Sri Lanka.

London
which
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Australians adopt over 100
Sri Lankan Children

Well over 100 Sri Lankan
Children are now adopted legally
by Australians according to news
reports. The processes by w.hich
legal adoption is approved is a
long one. The High Commissioner
first processes the applications with
a view to find out why the foreign
applicants want to adopt Sri Lankan
Children.

The Commissioner of Probation
and Child Care Services allocates
the Children from. the’ variou$
Orphanages and cblldrqns homes
in Sri Lanka. The adoptive parents
are then expected to visit the -;1;,?(1
to get 10 koow the conatry and its

At Rest
Sister Jeanne Mills

Sister Jeanne Mills nee Evelyn
Amirtharani passed away peacefully
at the St. Joseph’s Holy Family
Convent, Myliddy on the 29th of
August, 1985, Sister Jeanne was the
eldest daughter of the late Dr. S.
J. C. Mills of Green Hospital, Ma-
nipay and was borm on 26th
November 1911,

She had her training as a nurse
at Rainy Training Hospital, Mad-
ras and returned to serve As an
assistant Nursing Superintendent at
the McLeod Hospital, Inuvil, and
later as Principal of Pearce Mem-
orial Nursing School at Manipay.
During her time at Manipay evea
the government hespital trainees
came to this school for their train-
ing,

In 1943 she resigned her post
as Nursing Superintendent to join
the Holy Family Order. She worked
at the Kurunegala Government
Hospital for several years as a
nursiog nun being the only national
ameng many European nursing
nuns from several countries. Dur-
ing her nursing career she trained
many students from schools In
Jaffna for the St. Johns Ambulance
Brigade examination and many of
the students came first in the
island. She also trained a large
group of nurses and completed their
training with the Capping Ceremony
at the Tellippalai Hospital, Mcleod
Hospital, Inuvil Hospital, Green
Hospital, Manipay, the Anmnaipan-
thy Nursing Home, Dr. Nagana-
ther’s Nursing Clinie at Chankanaj
and alse for private students at
Myliddy.

The funeral service took place

at 4-00 p. m. on Saturday 3lst Au-
gust and was con celebrated by the
Bishop of Jaffoa, Rt. Rev. P. Deo-
gupillai and the former Bishop of
Trineomalee Rt. Rev. L. R. An-
thony; assisted by Rev. Fr. Michael
Samy Vicar General and Rev. Fr.
S. Selvaaajah and Thevarajan.

The foneral war well attended
by friends and relatives and over
two hundred nuns from all the con
vents in Jaffoa. a large number eof
priests and the St. John Ambulance
was in attendance and were the
pall-bearers.

Sister Jeanne leaves behind
three sistets, Mrs. Thangarani
Lowell, N. Yogam Arasaratnam and
Mrs. Pushpam Jayasingham and a
brother Dr- B. Mills. Three other
brothers, Mr. C. T. E. Mills Rev.
E. J. Mills and Mr. J. K. Mills
pre-deceased her,

people. They also come in con-
tect with their adopted child. The
parents then appear in court for
finalsing the precedure for legal
adoption;

In the meanwhile Asiam im-
migrations to Australia has jumped
over 28 per cent in the past three
years overtaking arrivals from U. K.
and Europe.

Vacancy

William Mather  Memorial
Women Centrs, Maruthanamadam
expects appointing soom a Resi-
dent Warden for its Childrens’” :
Home. T4

Interested ecandidates please”
apply stating age, academic quali-
fication, experience etc., before
31st October 1985. Salary nego-
tiable,

Hony. Secretary,
William Mather Memorial
Women’s Centre,
Maruthanamadam,
Chunnakam.

OF

Daisy Sukitharatnam
Barr — Kumarakulasinghe

"Death is just the gateway
Qur loved one has passed
through.
But so many beautiful
memories remain,”

Fondly remembered by her
children and their families,
in Australia and Canada.

2 wardle Closs,
Blackburn South,
Victoria, 3130,
Australia,

Pilgrim’s Rest
Navajeevanam — Paranthan

A Pilgrim's Rest consisting
of two rooms with attached
toiletts and a common sitting-cum-
dining room is available at Nava-
jeevauam, Paranthan, for Christian
males on retirement. For terms
and conditions contact the under
signed.

DIRECTOR:

Island 3-9-85
Wins Block Memorial Award

Miss Indrani Kandappu. Li-
brarian of Nelliady MMV. Kara-
veddi has come first in the island
in the First Examination in Li-
brary Science, Documentation and
Information Science held by the
Sri Lanka Library Association, by
obtaining the highest marks and
thus becoming eatitled to the
Block Memorial Award.

She did her apprenticeship at
the Evelyn Rutnam Institute Jaff
pa, uadsr the guudance of D;‘v.
James T. Rutnam.

She is a daughter of Mr. Kar-
thigesu Kandappu. retired Police
Sergeant and Mrs. Kandappu of
Karaveddi

~orantn
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Excerpts from the

e opening Dages of ‘the
BiblZ}:ell l1315 that the beaunfgl
cosmos we See arou_n'd us 1?
the result of Goc!’s gpirit hover
ing over the pnmea\(al chaos:
Having created the universe and
everything in it, ®od _created
men and women and myest_ed
them with a sense of dignity
and placed them as the crown

of creation

But this idyllic picture did
not last long Sin entered, the
face of the earth began to
change and decadence set in.

Fortunately God's story di‘d
not end there. Despite mans
repeated infidelities God's sted-
fast love pursued him. The
Almighty promised the world a
Redeemer. Through the pro-
phets, this hope was kept Aalwe.
The word of God became 1ncar-
nate. The son of God pitched
his tent among us.

The incarnate son of God
initiated the process of restor-
ing God's reign in the world.
The core message of Jesus was
the proclamation of the King-
dom of God-

The phrase Kingdon of God
appears 120 times in the Gos-
pels. out of which 90 times on
the lips of Jesus. Jesus was
so very careful to explain that
God’s Kingdom cannot be equat-
ed with a rationalistic expla-
nation of a particular race or
a particular people.

His immediate audience
comprised the Jewish people
who had lost their indepens
dence, and their political iden-
tity for 600 yearss No wonder
then that many shared a hope
in the form of a vission of
restoring the glorious reign of
Israel.

But, Jesus refused to res-
trict God’s reign to such a
narrow vision. He was fully
aware of the numerous mis-
conceptions of the expected
Kingdom, political. economic
and even religious. He chose
none of them. His Kingdom
could not be particularised in
any one of those directions,
Nor eould 1t be contained by
all of them.

Jesus undoubtedly shared
the human longing for libera-
tion and the aspirations of his
race. He used the language
of the people’s expectations in
order to communicate But
what he gave us was the vi-
sion of ‘a new age, a new
order, a new vision of the
whole of life.

He knew that liberation
had to be total liberation. Pg-
litical liberation, without eco-
nomic liberation is no libera-

tion as our national histories
since political independence
show. Social change without

personal liberation repeats the
process of historical captivity

Jesus proclaimed a King
dom more profound, more de-
manding more  promising
which sought both the trans-

formation of society and the
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Sermon of the Bishop of Kandy
at the Opening Service ( 5-8-85)

conversion of the person. The
coming of the Kingdom would
ensure salvation of all men
and woman and every man
and woman from all that alie-
nates human beings, namely
sin and all its consequences,
such as pain, suffering, depri-
vation and death itself.

Right at the beginning.of
his public ministry, according
to Evangelist Luke, Jesus spells

out of his mission of totgl
liberation. He went to his
home town, Nazareth where

this young preacher is invited
to read from the sacred scrip-
tures and explain it- We are
told that he read from Isaiah
Chapter 6— ¢ The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me...... and to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favour ”

John the Baptist sends his
disciples to Jesus to inquire if
he is truly the Messiah Jesus
tells them **Go and tell John
what you have seen and heard,
the blind see .. and the good
news is preached to the poor”:

All the gospels record the
profound concern of Jesus for
the poor. His compassion for
the harassed and the helpless
is unmistakable. In fact the
gospel i1s not neutral. It is
tilted towards the poor.

God is on the side of the
poor not because . they are
necessarily more virtuous than
the rich but because they are
deliberately deprived access to
the resources that the creation
has given to all mankind

Jesus’ vision of a new com-
munity, the Kingdom, is not
one in which the poor become
rich and the rich poor, one in
which the oppressor becomes
the oppressed. His vision of
a new order was not to re-
place one denomination with
another. It is rather a whole
transformation fnvolving a re-
distribution and sharing Jesus
came to break down all barri-
ers that keeps man alienated
and seperate from one another.

Almost 2000 years have
elapsed since Jesus, the Risen
Saviour proclaimed and initiat-
ed God’s Kingdom The time
has now come for us the fol-
lowers of Christ to do a deep
and penetrating soul-search.
The world in which we live
is far from the new order
which Jesus initiated, It is a
divided world North and South,
East and West with glaring
diparity and discrimination,

While two thirds ot the
world are struggling for exis-
tence, the resources of the
earth are being concentrated
more and more in the hands
of afew. Wars, violence strife
have become more the reali y
than the exception

In our own country we sece
how the values of the King-
dom are rapidly disappearing.
l-iz_lcif:[n iS seepinZ into the
minds and heart of the youug
and the old, Christians and
nop-Christians alike  Consura-

Tellippalai Church

Mrs. Manonmany Allagakone

We regret to record the death
which took place at Tellippalai on
4.9.85 of DBeatrice Manonmany
Allagakone (82) eldest daughter of
the late Mubandiram A. B. Kumara-
kulasinghe and Mrs. Kumarakula-
singhe of Tellippalai and wife of
the late Mr. Alakakone Superinten-
dent of Excise.

The funeral Service was held
on 7-9-85. Rev. T. S. Premarajah
Presbyter of the Tellippalai Church
officiated, assisted by Rev. G. Wins-
low. A grandson of the deceased
read the 23rd psalm while a grand-
daugher sang an anthem,

Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar prea
ched the Sermon and paid the tri-
bute.

The remains were interned at
the Tellippalai Church burial
grounds. Rev. T.S. Premarajah
performed the commital rites.

The deceased leaves behind a
son Wilson Allagakone of the Ins-
urance Corporation, Jaffna and two
daughters Puspam Edwards and
Inpam Thambirajah.
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Nunavil Church
Mr. E. J. Samuel

We regret to record the death
which took place on 3-9-85 of M.
Earnest Jebaratnam Samuel son
of the late Mr. and Mrs. N. S.
Samuel and son-in-law of the late
Mr. S, S. Muthiah (Overseer) and
Mrs. Mnthiah of Nunavil.

The funeral Service took place
ou 7-9-85 at his residenc, Pavala-
vasa, Nunavil West Chavakachch-
eri. - The Rev. E. S. Arnold Pres-
byter of the Nunavil Church offici-
ated at the service arsisted py Rev.
J. Sarvananthan and Rev. P. Thia-
garajah- The tribuates were paid
by Rev.N. Kathiravelu, and Mr.
C. Vallipuram (delegate of the Nu-
navil Church to the Conncil of the
15D, (CESAIT)

The Commuittal rites at the
Chavakachcheri Church  burial
grounds were perfermed by Rev.

E. S. Arnold, assisted by Rev.
D. C. Ratnasingham,
The deceased leaves behind

besides his wife, Flora Pusparanee,
two sons, Manoharan(Saudi Arabia)
and Dayakaran { Switzerland)

erism is alienating people from
one another as material gooda
and their acquisition have been
more important than family
life love and caring for each
other.

Jesus inaugurated the new
community, the reign of God
by identifying himself with
suffering humanity. He emptied
himself and became a servant.

What is now needed is
that God give us a new pen-
tecost a new outpouring of
the Holy Spirit spurring us to
a deeper sense of dedication
and coramitment to the canse
of the Kingdom which is the
Salvation of mankind

The last words of the Bi-
ble, the final words of the
Book of Revelation which beay
tlfully sums up the cry of ajl
mankind is — Maranatha “"Come
Lord Jesus'. '

A Workshop on Workshops

It iz a lady Dr, Josephine
Alice Douek, Head of the Science
Department of Luton College of
Higher Education in Bedfordshire
who had to tell our engineers and
others handling sophisticated machi-
nery for development that it is not
enough if machinery is bought. It
is more important to maintain
them and repair and keep them.
in shape.

Dr. Douek has characterised
our laboratories as ' sick animal
clinics”. The six instructors from
U. K. have repaired ten broken
balances, three ovens, two spectro-
photometers and a chromatograph
which ' had its first maintenance
in 15 years” according to the news
report.

What about our technicians?
There is no training programmes
for technicians in Sri Lanka. The
Institute of Chemistry carries out
one on a small scale.

The next Workshop on Work-

shops will be in Augus: 1986.

New Oxford Union President

Jaya Wilson, a 23 years old
Tamil born in Sri Lanka and a
nationalised citizen of New Zealand
has been elected President of the
Ozxford Union Debating Society

for 1985-86-

She is the first New Zealand
citizen to be become President of
It will be only
its 162 year
histery that the Union will have

the Oxford Union.
the sixth time in

a woman President.

She is married to Dr. Peter
Utting, & Research Seeretary. She
was educated Sri Lanka, Britain

and ULS;

-Sl?e is studying for a doctoral
thesis in International relations at

St. Anthony’s College in Oxford.

‘“English Medium Favoured in

Selection *
Says Teacher’s Union Secretary

None of the officers whe sat in
the Tamil Medium for the competi-

tive examination
Chief Education Qfficers
been called for the

General Secretary of the

Ministry of Education,

According to Mr. Mahasivam
160 were summoned for the Inter-
view, only six of whom were Tamils.
All these six sat for the examina-

tion in the English Medium.

GAs Se_ek Protection for
Vavuniya-A’pura Buses

The government agents of
Jaffra and Vavuniya says a
news report have sought the
assistance of the government
agent of Anuradhapura and the
Co-ordinating Officer of Vavuni-
ya to give protection to vehi-
cles playing beiween Vavuniya
and Anuradhapura

They took this
vghicu!ar traffic bet:vteeei %’Zvﬂ}
niya and Anuradhapura has
stopped, following rumours of
t,ttacksr on vehicles betweeR
avuniya and Madawachchiya

Private  byses

operating
between jaffna ang

Colombe

SOpped runniog for some tiwg! ‘

to the post of
(Grade
I1I of the Education Service) have

: Interview:
according to a protest made by the

: Tamil
Teacher’s Associatlon Mr. T. Ma-

hasivam to the Secretary of the
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A New Direction in Politics

L Prof. Rajni Kothay;

f
Delhi U SrAERs

niversity delivered the
Third N. M. Perera Memorial
Lecture at Ananda College,
Colombo on Wednesday 21-8 85.
Former Supreme Court Judge,
Mr. S. Sivasubramaniam presid-
ed. Dr. Colvin R de Silya pro-
posed the Vote of Thanks,]

Prof. Kothari, speaking on
"“Masses, Classes and the State ",
said that taking a fresh look
at the current relationship be-
tween an increasingly defensive
status quo, desperate to retain
its power, and the forces of
change and transformation that
are getting increasingly restive
-and restless, the prevailing
framework of understanding was
inadequate-

The world as it stands to-
day had undergone consider-
able change. The post-colonial
global bi-polar structure had
been replaced by a much grea-
ter and stronger integration in-
to global capitalist markets and
military tie-ups.

Ruthless Technolagism

The productive forces had
become transnationalised and
the military had assumed pro-
minence. The behaviour of the
masses and the states were
being conditioned by techno-
logy.

This had produced a mas-
sive erosion of the ecological
basis of human civilisation and
had destroyed the resources
base of the rural poor.

The ruthless technologism,
the form the world capitalism
had taken had generated so-
cial and ethnic conflicts. The
short post-colonial phase in
which the state functioned as
the ameliorator and protector
of the oppressed and of the
backward people had faded
away and it had become the
captive of a congregation of
class, ethnic, technological and
military interests The expec-
tation of an alliance between
the state and the masses has
been belied.

More Fire-power

The craze for catching up
in technological development
and militarisation, and the
replacement of the welfare
state py a market economy
had been responsible for the
transformation of the state from
an instrument of liberation to
one of oppression.

The ruling class that is
dependent on technology and
militarisation is using the strong
religious, linguistic, and cultu-
ral sentiments to pit people
against people.

Obscurantist sentimgnts and
fundamentalist ideologies are
mobilised for this purpose. The
State acquires still more fire
power, tnis time legitimised in
the name of national unity aqd
threats to it underminipg in
the process all the politics O
struggle and social movements

This development .hitd
Weakened the two convgtho_nal
thannels of mass mobilisation

and- mass  struggle — political
parties and trade Unions. Po-

litical_ parties have lost their
capacity to serve the people
and the trade

tunions have
nearly collapsed.

Nen Party - Processes

. The masses are still on the
rise and new arenas of counter-
action that would challenge the
ruling classes were emerging
The_ movements for the pro
tection of the environment,
women’s right, health, food
and nutrition, education, shel-
ter and housing dispensation of
Justice, peace and disarmament.

None of these were consi-
dered subject matter for poli-
tics not for mass politics in
which ordinary people are in-
volved. Now it is possible to
think of these as smaller strug-
gles that cut across party affi-
liations and which involved the
people in direct action.

Can all this activity, all
these movements produce a
micro-challenge, a  general
transformation

These will not achieve the
required transformation through
the conventional channels of
party politics and trade unions
For this non-party processes
may be needed

The Future

The future opposition to
the technocratic and militares-
tic state must come from the
people’s clamour for participa-
tion in the development and
governing process.

It will come in the form
of autonomy and real devolu-
tion of power. It will come
in the shape of movements for
the basic rights and for the
protection of the environment
and peace.

Cluster System for
Jaffna

The cluster system eof school
administration and  supervision
which was introduced on an expe-
rimental basis at Kilinochchi and
Punguduthivu is to be expanded
in the Jaffoa district

The Ministry of Education
has decided te set up this system
in Point Pedro, Kopay and Vaddu-
koddai with  Velautham Maha
Vidyalaya Point Pedro, Kopay
Christian College and Vaddukeddaj
Hindu College as core schools.

Public Servant’s Retirement
Scheme

Mr. D, Abeydeera General
Secretary of the Public Service
National Trade Union .Federa-
tion said the President agre_ed
to permit public servants with
20 years service, the optxon_of
early retirement on reaching
the age of 45 th_h pension
payments commenciog when
they reach 55-years

Dealing with a request for
a monthly pay increase of
Rs. 200 for public servants,
the President had agrgeq to
reter it to the finance minister,
Mr. Abeydeera sa.d.

JDosI

Interim Transfer

Rev. D. S. Thiagarajah from
Delft has been transferred to Kili-
nochchi in place of Rev. S. Jaya-
nesan who has left for the States,
Mr W. K. Thevatbasrn from
Erlalai North has been trarferred to
Delft.

Rev. A. V. Jusuthasan who is

presently at Erlalai South will cover
Erlalai North too.

Delft Vocational Centre

At the G. C. E. (OL) Exami-
nation, December 1984, nine candi-
dates entered for Stenography as
a subject. Three of them optained
Distinctions and the rest, credit
passes.

In English Stenography, all the

three presented obtained credit
passes.

The Delft Church

After six years, a Confirmation
Service was held at the JDCSI
Church Delft oo Sunday the 18th
of August. The Bishop, the| Rt-
Rev: D. J. Ambalavanar officiated
at the Serviee, assisted by Rey. D-
S. Thiagarajah. Twelve candidates
were confirmed.

A fellowship Lunch followed
the Service.

Earlier in the week, the Citizens
Committee of Delft felicilated Bi-
shop Ambalavanar at a public
function in recognation of the help
he had rendered to the families of
the victims of the Boat Trajedy in
May this year.

Obituary

Mr. Albert Gnanasigamany

We regret to record the ultimely
deth of Mr. Albert Goanasigamany
Engineer Malawi Government Rail-
ways and formerly of the C. G R.
which ocecured on 12th August ag
a Private Nursing Home Colomba.

The funeral service took place
at Asoka Gardens Bambalapitiya,
The Rev. Jacob Kathrisapillai assis-
ted by Rev. J. S. Ratnarajah and
Rev. B.C. D. Mather conducted
the Services both at the residence
and grave side at the Genera)]
Cemetary Kanatta,

The deceased is the youngest
son of the late Mr. & Mrs. G.
Vyramuttu and son-in-law of the
late Mr. & Mrs. E. A, Arnold.

He leaves besides his wife
Beatriee two daughters Subo and
Vino an only son Ajitkumar (Ma-
nilla) sons-in-law Anton (U. K.)
Crysantha Arnold !Dubai) and a
large circle of relations and friends
to be moan his loss.

— Cor.

National Certificate of English

The first Examination of the
National Certificate of English is
scheduled for 15 2-86 at 18 Exami-
pation Centrs. It 1s open to schuol
Students, University Student and
adults. P.rt I will be a written
Examination. Only those who are
successful in Part I wiil sit for Part
[I (oral) Eotrles ciose on 1-11.-85.
The entry fre is Rs. 100 for Part I
and Rs, 150 for Part 11,

No Bus Services in Jaffna

The Central Transport Board
has completely suspended its Bus
services in Jaffna. Although mine-
buses operate in most roots, they
are unable to cope with the trans-
port difficulties of the people,
caused by the escalating cost of
private transport A 15 minute run
to a hospital in a hiring car will cost
the patient & sum of about Rs. 100.

Meanwhile in certain routes
there are no mini buses. From
Point Pedro to Kankesanthurai and
Chavakachcheri, there is only a
skeleton mini-bus service.

Madurai

Apputhurai — Gunaratnam

The Marriage was solemanised
at the Divine Patience Church
Madurai, on Friday 6th September
at 4-30 p. m. of Bsther Manorance
formerly of the Green Hospital
Manipay, and daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. G. Gunaratnam of * Ark Lane’
Uduvil and Sunder Siri Ranjan
son of Mr. and Mrs. Sathasivam
Apputhurai of Manipay. Rev. David
C. Gullup, officiated, assisted by
Revs. Gunarajah, Stanley Jayarajah
Vevegananther and Rev. Periyalal
Perera. Rev. Nesan Kathirgamar a
brother-in-law of the bride preach-
ed the homily.

The above Service was fol-
lowed by a reception held in the
Church premises.

— Cor.

in br;hf

® HMr. P. Ramanathan, High
Court Judge, Colombo has been
appointed a Judge of the Court
of ‘Appeal. Justice Ramanathan
took his oaths before President
Jeyawardena on 5-8 85. " The
Ceremonial Sitting of the Court
of Appeal to welcome the new
Judge was held om 9-8-85.

©® Singapore Airlines will from
October 27, 1985, resume its
flights through Colombe, after
a year of suspenmsion. It will
operate thrice 8 week. SIA will

not fly out of Colombo to
London and the Middle East.
It will fly to Athens, Rome,

Brussels, Zurich and Paris.
® The Civil Aviation Depart.
ment of Sri Lanka has inform-
ed all air lines touching Colombo
that the landing charges will
be increased by 16.6 per cent.

@ The Mulkiragala By-Election
was held on 12-9-85, Mr. Anan.
da Kularatne, the UNP candi-
date won by a majority of 1329
votes. Of the total number of
votes polled, 52,477, the UNP
got 26,037 votes and the SLFP
24,708 votes. A 24-hour cur-
few was imposed on Saturday
14-9-85 because of the eruption
of political violence resulting 1n
a few casualties.

® The Jaffna University Stu-
dents have, 1t 1s learnt, rcquest-
ed the mathers of Tamil youth
who are in custody for I8
months  coutinuously,  without
being brought for trial to mee.t
tbem at the Kailas2pathy Audis
wiium oo 13-9-83.



3 6 & 13-9-1985

Political

e fortnight (Sep-
things have
precipitously

During th
tember 1—13)
fallen apart more
than before. %

The epidemic of po]mca—l
violence picked up 2a new :no
mentum and a new pattern
when two former TULF mem-
pers of Parliament were kid-
napped on the night of Mon-
day, 2nd of September and

gunned down:

While the immediate re=-
action in Jaffna was oné of
shock and bewilderment, the
All India Radio within hours
added poignancy to the ru-
mours already churning that
other TULF Members of Par-
liament may also have suff-
ered the same fate.

Happily it was announced
soon after that there was no
confirmation in the reports that
more than two former TULF
members of Parliament were
killed. The Eelanadu  also
scotched some news reports
which had indicated that ex-
cept for the two victims, the
other TULF MPs were out of
the country, implying perhaps
that the escape of the others
were only a matter of chance.

The Indian speculation was
triggered possibly by the strong
feeling embedded in the minds
of many close observers in
India of the Sri Lankan poli-
tical scene that the murders
of the TULF MPs in Jaffna
could be a sudden reverbera-
tion in Jaffna of the militants’
growing regional assertiveness
which was so much in evi-
dence at Thimpu II.

In Jaffna, the mood was
one of shock, dismay and fear.
The sight of the wayside car-
nage (this time of two politi-
cal leaders elected by the peo-
ple) made many stomachs knot
up. But fundamentally. the
killings appeared to be the
central trajedy of the whole
ethnic  conflagration in this
country, a trajedy affecting not
merely the Tamil people, but
also the government whose
leaders and representatives had
sat with the TULF leaders
round a Peace Table since Ja-
nuary, 1984 honing the rough
edges of a Devolution Scheme.
Was this the cap stone of the
Peace Talks?

’The ripely solemn words
of T.S. Eliot (the poet who
represented the “consciousness

of his age ') come now to our
mind :—

“the broken wall, the burning’
roof and tower

The militant groups dis-
claimed responsibility. Posters
in and around the Jaffna Cam-
pus condemned the Killings
The traglc episode became
another “mystery”, awaiting
to be resolved. *‘In Sri Lanka,
there really isn’t much to live
for”, was the response we
heard from an older group of
people ‘Beware the half
truth ” said others, “it may be
the wrong half"

e

Notes

The TULF Secretary Ge-
neral from Madras, ( along with
his colleagues) expressed grief
and shock and said that if any
militant group had been res=
ponsible, it is bound to create
disunity, while a spokesman of
the Indian External Affairs
Ministry is reported to have
expressed the view that the
event *‘ could cause a set back "’
to the peace process initiated at
Delhi and the projected re-
sumption of ‘¢Talks .

In the meanwhile, despite
transport difficulties in Jaffna
because of the fuel crisis, large
throngs participated in the
final obsequies on 5-9-85 of the
two former TULF MPs— Mr.
V. Tharmalingam Who represen-
ted Manipay and Mr. A. Alala-
sundaram who represented Ko-
pay:

While the civilian people
in Jaffna were contemplating
on this sudden turn of events
two districts, one in the North
and the other in the East came
into the vortex of the worst
travails they had experienced
during the last two years:

The deadly confrontational
postures in Trincomalee have
generated according to the la-
test reports some 50,000 refu-
gees, fifty lives of Tamils
being claimed in one week of
rioting, according to a tele-
gram despatched to the Indian
Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi
by Mr. Amirthalingam and Mr.
Sambanthan from Madras.

In Vavuniya, there were
1085 refugees in eight camps
(as on 13-6-85) in addition to
those living with relatives and
friends in safer areas. °Trin-
comalee is ablaze’ was the cap-
tion in a Tamil daily. Many
Tamil public servants, includ.
ing teachers have returned to
Jaffna. Some 1661 schools have
been closed in the North and
East according to a news re-
port in a National Daily.

There is certainly no smooth
road ahead. It was Minster
Thondaman who some weeks
ago had said (in an Interview
to the Press) in answer to a
question about the present poli~
tical status of the TULF that
the Party members were kept
out of Parliament by the Sixth
Amendment to the Constituition
but that if a General Election
takes place, they would easily
return to power Was not the
Minister then not sufficiently
sensitised to the finicky require-
ments of comtemporary TULF
politics ?

As to hopes entertained by
leaders

many in India and
abroad, about Thimpu, (now
a symbolic landmark of an at

tempt at negotiated settlement
of the ethnic crises), we can
only say that they |the hopes )
remain mixed with forebodinys.

In

4 : the meanwhile Raiv
Gandhi, the Indian Prime Mi-
nister has to grapple with a

sprawling mass ot problems in
the Indian sub cont nent Arjun
Dass (45, a close friend of the
Prime Minister Rajiv znd hi§
brother Sanjay, \who died in
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Saturday, 5th October 1985

at
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Progrnmme
i S

8.30 a. m,— Holy Communion Service
10-45 — 11-15 — a. m.— Tea

11-30 — 12-15 — a. m.

— Cultural Programme

12-30 — 1-30 — p. m. — Public Meeting

1-30 p. m.— Lunch

All are cordially invited.

_—

New Pension Scheme

Under the New Pension
Scheme. According to a Dews re-
port a public servant whose mon-
thly salary is Rs. 1700 or more
will get a monthly pensiou calcu.
lated at 70 per cent of the last salary
and commuted pension of two years
of pension before commutation. A
Public Servent who gets a salary
of Rs. 1500 w'll get a pension of
Rs. 1125 per month for the first
ten years and thereafter Rs. 1275
per month plus the CLA. His or
her commutation will be Rs. 30,600
on retirement.

1980 in a plane crash ) was

gunned down five weeks after

Lalit Maken another leading
Congress 1 Party politician was
shot dead in the capital.

The Punjab polls, the first
in five years is scheduted for
25-9-85. The widow and bro-
ther of one of the alleged as-
sasins of Indira Gandhi, the
late Prime Minister, are also
standing for the election.

The course of events both
in India and Sri Lanka reminds
us of the weight of the dilem"
ma articulated by the French
guerilla Theoretician, Regis De-
bray before his judges in Bo-
livia in 1975 ( The Eumenical
Review Vel. 32, No. I1):—

' This is the tragedy of history,
of any history, of any revo-
lution. It is not individuals
that are placed face to face

in these battles but class in-
terests and ideas. But those
who fall in them, those who

die are persons, are men. We
cannot avoid this contradiction,
escape from this pain.”

A question raised by many
close observers of the contem-
porary national scene is:—
What is the serious threat to
the country mow —is it the
ethnic ‘war’' or is it also the
end of the ‘war’?

“Judge @ man by his ques-
tions rather than by his ans-
wers” said Voltaire, the French
Philosopher Most of our pro-
blems today we must admit,
are test questions.

C.E. R.

S. Manopavan
Secretary ;

Wanted

Day Care Centre Vannerikulam

Applications =are invit d for
a Lady Teacher to serve at the
Day Care Centre, Vannperikulam.
Apply before 20th October 1985.

Rev. D. S. THIAGARAJAH
€. S; I. Chnxch,
Kilinochcehi,

Wanted
Agricultural Field Assistant

Applications are invited for the
above post at the Shalom Nagar
Development Project, Kilinoehchi.
Preference will be given to appli-
cants with Farm School Training
and Experience. Apply before 20th
October 1985. z

Rev. D. S- THIAGARAJAH
C. S. I. Church,
Kilinochehi.

Thondaman Meets MGR

CWC leader S. Thondaman
had a meeting with Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M. G. Ra-
machandran in madras, the
“Hindw' reported on Saturday.
( 8-9-85)"

Mr. Thondaman was quoted
saying that the draft working
paper seeking a settlememt of
Sri Lanka's ethnic problem was
not a final document but a
basis for discussion among the
concerned parties.

He had told the newspaper
that Colombo was satisfied that
Delhi is genuinely interested in
finding a solution without tak-
ing sides and to that extents
the climate for a settlement
appeared favourable:

The outcome of the cur-
rent discussions would ulti-
mately depend on the response
of the Tamil groups to the
working paper proposals, he
had said.

The **Hindu” also report-
ed that the TULF leader A:
Amirthalingam had called on
Mr. Thondaman and exchan-
ged views on the situation in
Sri Lanka.
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