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Excerpts from the address of
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Presentation of Diplomas & Certificates at Jaffna College Technical

Institute Vaddukoddai.

The Technical education as
you are aware isan edueation de-
signed to promote economic growth
through industrial development. If
industrialisation is to serve a mea.
ningful step, it must be directed
towards the production of goods
needed of the average men, pri-
marily. Therefore food production
and processing, manufacture of
clothing and relevant components
and manufacture of coponents for
housing should receive priority in
the programme. of industrial deve-

lopment. Technical  education
therefore builds up the neces-
sary infra-structure for the

meaningful industrialization. More
specifically the training you have
obtained from this Institution will
make you to serve as an Institution
of your own so that you will able
to provide common services to va-
rious industries in the rural areas.
For example, if you establish an
Engineering workshop at Pallai or
Chavakachcheri area, these can be
industries developed to extract oil
from copra or extraction of fibre
from coconut husk or extraction of
Fibre from palmyrah. If you esta-
blish a earpentry workshop at Kili-
nochchi, then we could expect
furniture and fittings being turned
out. The training you obtained
therefore results in productive em-
ployment and more correctly self-
employment. When you discus®
about the employment and indus-
tries the following faets need to
be considered.

Market: For self-employment
to start with, go for the industries
to produce items that arein good
demand, essential items that are
in use for every-day life, For ex-
ample production of paddy and
processing into rice and flour, pro-
duction of building materials; pro-
duction of utensils and garments.

New Materials: There are
two types of industries as far as
raw materials are concerned. They
are demand based industries and
materials Dased industries. Indus-
tries on Aluminium wares or tur-
ning out buckets, examples of the
D. B. Industries whereas Kankesan
cement industry or Paranthan
chemicals corporation examples of
M. B. Industries. Every effort
should be made to identify indus-
tries that are responsive to raw
materials that could be produced
locally.

What are the raw materials
available locally? They are based
from Minerals, agriculture, fishing,
animal husbandry. As far as mine-
rals are coocerned: limestones for
cemenr, B. P. ladustwries, ciay for
Brick and tle, cemeat, ceremics
tadusiries and sand for saeel gi4ss
and buudiog iadustries.

As far as agricultural industries
are concerned—cash crops for pro-
ductioD 4nd processing; Coconut
{95 Gowe ceasumption, oil; Bure

fire-wood, roofing; Palmyrah for
sugar and arrack, pulp, timber and
roofing; Fruit orchards for produ-
ction proeessing of fruits. As far
as animal husbandry is concerned
animal production. meat, milk, egg
industries. As far as fisheries are
concerned — fish catching, process-
ing, fish meal etc.

I bave diseussed about Mar-
keting and raw materials, two
important factors of the develop-
ments and the other important
resources are; human, machineries
and money.

As far as human resources are
concerned, effort should be taken
to identify industries that are res-
ponsive to labour intensive tech-
nology, in other words developing
countries cannot afford to go for
capital intensive technology. There
are two types of human resources
skilled and unskilled. Shop indus-
try or cement industry requires
largely unskilled workers where as
carpentry workshop, laths work-
shop or a fabrication unit requires
skilled men... if you want to start
grape wine industry, then Atchuve-
ly is an ideal place; palmyrah han-
di-craft industry at Thikkam; rice
mill industry at Kilinochchi, Vavu-
niya and Manner,

Machinery: Machines should
be bought or some could be fabrica-
ted. All machines cannot be bought
from the counter. Some machines
should be modified to suait a type
of industry you are looking for,
for example processing of mango
pulp cannot be same as that of
palmyrah pulp. Fabrication of
simple machines locally to suit the
local raw material should be en-
couraged.

Finance: In the last resource
I am speaking but the most im-
portant one. Under normal situ-
ation you can borrow money from
the Bank. if the projeet is viable
eccnomically, then there are spon-
sors such as IDB or DSI. EDB
is also financing the industry that
is directed for export. Finance
Companies too are lending money
for industrial projects. Industries
are formed of private persons ina
loop scheme or under the organi-
sation of L.. L., Companies.

During my talk I was stress-
ing to you on the self' employment
for semi—industrialisation of the
rural sector. The training you
have obtained need not be the final
one. You will be learning more
in your own experience. You need
further trainings too. You can visit
various industries learn more
and more. You are lucky te have
this wnsutute with able men within
your reach. You can come back
to the Insutute to clear your
doubts and get guidance while you
are wurking You can g) to various
Govt departments to learu more
aad get their guidaace tow

to

Correction
‘We regret that a
error has occured in the article
on '‘The National Meeting of
the Presbyterian Women of the
United States” on Page 7 of our
last issue. [20, 29-9-85 & 4-10-85]

In the last paragraph of the
article, telating to dramatic events
offered at the Festival, “ A pre-
sent of EL Salvador” should
read A peasant of EL Salva-
dor”. Similarly 'a present of
Sri Lanka” should read ‘'@ pea-
sant of Sri Lanka”

printing

The error is regretted.

For the Record

The Cease-Fire Monitoring
Board

The following have been appoin-
ted as members of Cease—fire
Mogitoring Board, appointed by
the President of the Republic,
Mr. J. R. Jayawardne: Messrs. M.
A. M. Hussein, J. W. Subasinghe,
Ben Fonseka, M. Sivanthan, T. B.
Panbokke, Hector Deheragoda.
H. Rodrigo, M. M. Abdul Crder.
M. R. K. Sivapalan, Prof. K. Sin-

nathamby and Godfery Gumnatilake.

Mr. Felix Dias
has been elected Secretary to the
Committee, The first meeting was
held en 16-10-85 at 11 a. m. at
the Defence Ministry.

The officials present were De-

fence Secretary General, Sepala
Attyagalla, National Security Sec-
retary, A. Hapudeniya and addi-
tional Secretary, Chandra Wickre-
masinghe.

Bach’s 300th Anniversary

Indian Cellist, Anup Kumar
Biswas, (born in Cbapra, India
in 1957 ) is scheduled to play at
the German Cultural‘ Institute in
Colombo on Monday, 21st of Octo-
ber to honour Bach’s ter-centenary.

Anup Biswas has won many
awards, including the Suggia Gift
for Cello on three successive years
and a Countess of Munster Scho-
larship. He was Exhibitioner at
the Royal College of Music where
he won a Concerto Prize and
gained the ARCM Diploma,

It was Rev. Theordore Ma-
thieson of Oxford Mission Board-
ing School at Calcutta who dis-
covered his talents. At the age
of 16, Biswas made his cencerto
debut and recorded cello recitals
and chamber music for All India
Radio and Television,

Johann Sebastian Bach (born
1685) whose 300th Anniversary is
marked by special performarce of
the composer's music. all over the

worid was forgotten uyoon after
his death 10 1750. I was aimost
80 years later, in 1829 (hat he

regained popularity when compo-

ser-conduc or Feix Meudelsj hn-
Barthhoidy resurrected  his St
Mathew's Passion p-if roing 1t
v Berid

Abeyasinghe

Wanted

A Medical Officer for a Mis-
sion Hospital in Jaffoa to be a
resident Medical Superintendent.

- Those with administrative ex-
perience will be preferred. Sala-
try negotiable.

Please apply to Chairman,
Medical Board c/c Jaffoa College,
Vaddukoddai,

Uduvil Old Girls Association
A SPECIAL SERVICE

at
the Uduvil Church
i E
Sunday. November 3rd, 1985
at
8.20 a- m.
Theme :
“The Unveiling of the Cross”
All are invited.

The 38th Annual Festival
CAROL oélNGING
The Youth bo’f the North
St. John’s C.t:llege, Jaffna

on
Monday 11th November 1985
at 9.30 a. m.
Please snform others.
Admission by Programme,
St. Joha's College,
Jaffaa.

IN MEMORIAM

IN EvER LOVING MEMORY
OF

J. E. Soundrarajah

called to rest

16th October 1981.

" Return unto thy rest,

O my Soul;
for the Lord hath dealt
bountifully with thee.”

Ps:116:7.
Fondly remembered by his
wife, children and his

loved ones.

5, Power House Lane 2,
Jaffna.

IN BRIEF.

® Tamil Book on Indra Gan.
dhi: Annai Indira (Motber '
Indira) is a title of a buok writ-
ten by Aathony Jeeva. The baok
was rleased at a formal ceremo-
ny at the Rochedale H.l, K =dy

recently at which Dr. Vo Be
Sharma, Assistant High Com-
missioner for Iodia was the

Chief Guest. Mr. S. Nadaui.ah
Priocipal, Asoka Vidyalaya pre-

s
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For a Just Peace

Delegat
presenting 8
the Roman Catholi
1985. This statement was passed
all members of the Assembly.
wards the solution ©
who were presen
represent the views of the of

The Theme of our Confer-
ence was ‘Jesus Christ the life
of the world”. It is from Jesus
Chirst, the God man tpat all
life energy flows. He 18 the
God of Life, the Living God.
He yet emptied himself of all
prerogatives, became man and
took upon himself our human
condition of ignorance and en-
slavement to share with us
our frailties, sorrows and suf-
fering. Finally he laid doyvn
his life that we may have life.
It is he who heals our inﬁix_"
mities and shares with us his
true everlasting life.

In an atmosphere of pra-
yerful reflection we listened to
one another and tried to un-
derstand the aspirations, fears
and sufferings of the various
communities in our country.
We are deeply distressed by
the sad turn of events in our
country leading to large scale
violence, brutalization of human
life and virtual civil war.

Despits this tragic stitua-
tion we are all convinced that
persons of all ethnic groups in
the country can yet live in
justice and peace in a united
Sri Lanka provided that we
understand one another’s points
of view and respect the human
dignity of each person and of
each community.

To achieve this end this
conference urges the following:-

1. Our differences must be
resolved by continuing and
sustained dialogue and there
must be no more resort to
violence. Armed conflict will
not only bring death and suffs
ering to many more but also
destroy our economy and en-
danger our freedom and inde-
pendence in a world of super
power rivalries The increas-
ing militarisation of our coun-
try and the fact that violence
is becoming institutionalized,
causes us grave concern A
whole generation of young peo-
pl_e 1S growing up in our midst
with a psychology of hatred
and resentment.

ficial

2. All political parties and
groups in our country must
transcend their party differen-
ces and narrow communal
loyalties and work together for
a peaceful and free united Sri
Lanka This can open the way
for a lasting settlement accept-
able to all communities and
political parties We urge that
all political parties be enabled
to fu_n_ction again under normal
conditions and that the civil
rights of those active in poli-
tics should be restored

3_ If our country is to
remain one we must all ac-
cept  one another as equal

Ciiizens and ensure cqual rights
for dail i education employ
ment and language use. Every
gitzen of our country should

It is
f the ethnic guestien in our
t at the Ampitiya meetin

es from all parts of Sri Lanka about 150 in number re-
lmost all the Christian Churches in the country including
¢ Church met in Ampitiya from 5th — 10th August

with the unanimous approval of
offered as a contribution to-
country by those
and does not claim to

leedership of the Churches.

be free to practise his own
religion,

4. Qur people will feel
that they belong to a united
Sri Lanka only if democratic
processes and human ri_ghts
are carefully safeguarded, fun-
damental rights guaranteed and
power and responsibility are
jointly shared with the people
at all levels.

5. Anger, bitterness and
the desire for revenge must
give way in the hearts of all
to a desire to forgive and be
for given. We must put the
immediate and painful past be-
hind us and move to a new
future in which the security
and dignity of all will be en-
sured.

6. The authorities respon-
sible for the dissemination of
information and the mass me-
dia must present the points of
view of all communities truth-
fully and impartially so that
they may gain credibility among
the people of our country.

7. Within a united Sri
Lanka power should be devol-
ved to provincial units with
the possibility of inter-provin-
cial collaboration on common
concerns which affect two or
more provinces within the
framework of overall national
policy, so that the rights of
minorities, their linguistic and
cultural traditions may be pre-
served.

Such a measure far from
leading to a division of the
country is the best way to
ensure the preservation of its
unity. There can be no solu-
tion of our problem without
mutual trust, respect and good-
will

8. In the issue of land use
and settlement of people in
the Northern and Eastern Pro-
vinces the broad principles of
the Bandaranaike - Chelvanaya.
gam pact (1957) and the Dud-
ley Senanayake-Chelvanayagam
pact (1965) provide useful
guide lines.

9. We understand the re-
luctance of the Tamil commu-
nity to be satisfied now only
with promises, pledges, nego-
tiated settlements and even
legislative enactments. Signifi-
cant measures that will end
the just grievances of the Ta-
mil community must be imple-
mented immediately as an ear-
nest of our sincere desire to
end the conflict.

10 Persons of Indian ori-
gin on the plantations who
were disenfranchised in 1949
and their descendants, who
opt to make Sri Linka their
hyme shouid be granted rights
ot citizenship
the repatriation of Indian Ta \J
mils back to India against
their wish be recomsidered.

We ask that .}

The National Meeting of the

United Presbyterian W°!'.'.°.5_

of United States

( Continued Sfrom

The workshops could be
attended by those who had
tickets for them- They were sO
popular and accmmodation was
limited. There were exploration
workshops which were learning
events, programming workshops
which were ' learn by doing”
events and searcher ones where
one had to attend the same
workshops on three consecutive

afternoons.

And so the variety of optio-
ns offered was great{and made
the choice difficult. Most of us
could not attend the events that
we would bave liked to, as
there were too many good
things going on at the same
time.

The sister country events
were in the form of group
meetings, with delegates from
several neighbouring States
having come prepared to listen
to an international participant
talk about her country, giving
them a message from the people
of her country, These group
meetings were not only edca-
tional but brought people into
closer fellowship, stimulating
the interests of the American
Presbyterians in countries alien
to them.

Then there were the even-
ings on the Mall (A Walk). One
evening was for the internati-
onal participants, another for
the Officers of the U. P. W,,
one for Missionaries and frater-

11. We suggest the appoint-
ment of judicial commissions
to supervise the implementa-
tion of negotiated settlements
and to deal with violations of
human rights, discrimination
on ethnic or other grounds and
inciting communal feelings

12: We perceive our pre-
sent situation to be dangerous-
ly volatile.
negotiations at Thimpu and
urge the negotiating parties to
reach agreement immediately
on .overall principles  while
lqavmz doors open for further
dialogue on matters of detail.
We consider it important that
there should be a dialogue
among all sections of our peo-
ple, so that they may under-
stand the issues and opt for
peace.

13- We urge that an am-
nesty be granted to those who
have engaged themselves in
unlawful acts of violence and
that all displaced ethnic groups
be resettled with adequate safe-
guards for their life and pro-
perty.

In the spirit of these re-
commendations we as a Con-
ference resolve to work toge-
ther with others in every way
open to us towards reconcilia
tion, justice and peace, and we
pledge to serve a united Srl
Lanka with' devotion, loyalt
and self sacrifice. %

Rev. K. M. J. Fernundo
Co.Convenor
on behalf of the Ecumen;j
Dica
Chureh Conference 1983, l

We welcome the

our last issue)

nal workers and one for the
men who were attending the
Meeting. There was in addition
music, short skits, clown and
puppet shows. These ev'enings
provided us with more time to
talk to one another and get to
know people in the midst of
what seemed a tight schedule.
The Theme of the National
Meeting was the ** Visible Sign”.
The Bible studies and guest
speakers dealt with the theme.
They emphasised that we live in
world of incredible brokenness-
in international relationships,
treaties and laws; also of broken
people-in the unemployed ex»
ploited, hungry and oppressed
tortured rich and heart broken.
In the midst of this brokenness
and seperation there’s the
connectedness that can give
hope. Together in God's name
we can begin to mend the
brokenness, share in God’s
world loving work, and em-
power the human family to
live in peace. And so we
“‘become bread from the hand
of God for the world”. And
so the organisers went to all
the trouble and expense of
bringing the international dele-
gates from various parts of the
world specially where there’s
strife and tension and oppres-
sion so that their own mem-
bers could become familiar
with the problems of their
fellow sisters and may bring
about ‘oneness in brokenness’
The U.P. W. was very con.
cerned with not only their
peoples’ problems, e.g. we were
given the opportunity to hear
the story of Mrs Weir and
her unheard appeals for the
release of her husband-a mis-
sionary who is in captivity in
the Middle East. He is being
held as a hostage along with
6 others by one family, but
also about what was happening
in, to mention a few countries,
South Africa, SriLanka, west
Bank and Central America.

' Tl}e first mornings proceed-
Ings in the Hall of Muysic
Was a memorable one for me
as AI with the delegates from
Switzerland and West Bank-
Jordo_n and a native American
( I_ndlan) Wwere on the stage
with “A Message from the
Women of my People .

The closing service =
other memoraple eventwa;l?:n
Robert Mueller of United Na-
tions spoke: The Lord’s Sup-
Per was celebrated at the end
of the service with Passing of
the Peace as ip the CS.I.
:radmon. Three women Priels-
SS from Kenyga, Japan and
wiilen €now living ip U.S.)
s the Celebrants, The
Womet:)mogfbread was baked by
Church in Viilg]?nia?rmbymrian
£ ;‘Olivmany I am sure the
Ebd ha. Nationa] Meeting
Rt Ve been a pjt over=-
Firer "flg aS it was to mes
s ov all the Dumbers were
A inuO:Il?_ared with the gro-

; .xch We participate

Continyeg on bage 7)
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Jaffna College Alumni
London Association

At an Alumni Association
Meeting held in London recently
the association wags formally cons-
tituted and the following Executive
Committee was elected, The Com-
mittee for 1985/86 is as follows :

President: Mr. S, Anandarajan

Joint Secretaries :
Dr. Preman Jayaratnam
Dr. S. Somasegaram

Treasurer :
Mr. R. S. Chandrarajan

Committee Membeys :

Mrs. R. Kulanayagam,
Sharmini Jeevaratnam,
Mano Kadirgamar,
C. Kathiresan, Michael Selvarat-
nam, A.S. Selvaratnam, C. Siva-
gurunathan, G. J. Gunasegaram,
Senthilingam, W. R. V. Bonney,
W. K. L. Jayasingham, Wesley
Jeevaratnam, Drs. Poopalarajah,
Chandra, Sethurajan & Yogarajah.

The alumni subscription is
fixed at £5-00 and life subscription
at £50-00; student subscription at
£3-00. A Christmas get-together
is planned in December and the
Annual Meeting will be following.
The alumni is also making pro-
vision for the supply of college ties.

Miss.
Messrs,
A. Kulandra,

Cathedral Church, Vaddukeddas

Rajaratnam Kadirgamar

The marriage was solemnised
at the Cathedral Church at Vad-
dukoddai on Saturday the 12th of
October, 1985 of Lakshman son
of the late Mr. Vietor Rajaratnam,
formerly of the - staff “of Jaffna
Central College and of Mrs. M.
Rajaratnam of 60, Rasavinthotam
Road, Jaffna and Mallika, daugh-
ter of Mr. A. Kadirgamar, Prin-
cipal, Jaffna College and of Mrs.
Kadirgamar of Vaddukoddai.

The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambala-
vanar, Bishop of the JDCSI, offi-
ated, assited by Rev. T. S. Pre-
marajah and Rev. S. K. Kadirga-"
mar (an uacle of the bride ],

Rev. H. R. S. Jeyachandran of
St. Peter’s Jaffna preached the
homily.  Dev. Anandarajan, (a
cousin of the bride) sang a Spe-
cial Song in Tamil

A special feature of the Ser-
vice was the rendering of some
good classical Tamil songs by
a trained choir, adding a rich
flivour to the marriage ceremony.

The Service ended with Bene-
diction pronounced by the Bishop
followed by a Tamil Lyric by the
Church choir,

The National Meeting......
( Continued from page 2)

normally. Secondly the variety
of option available for these
few days was mind boggli_nz-
And thirdly once the choices
were made, the challenges for
growth and understanding nur-
tured, prodded and perhaps
even pressed many of us to
new depths of faith. In a variety
of ways we were asked to see
life, to see the world with new
perspective To putit all in a
nutshell, the Meeting was a
Spiritually uplifiting new experi-
ence to many of us.
Chandra Ambalavanar

(Gongluded)

THE MORNING STAR

11 & 18-10-1985 7

Winning Over Those We Differ From
by J.K. K. Retnanandam

(A call to all
of Martin Luther ¥
social transition coyld be
but the appealin silence of

Of the two ways of winning
over those who differ from us,
we have been pursuing the path
of coercion, force and violence.
At long last a realisation of
the realities of the critical con-
dition in whieh the country is
currently convulsing consequent
on these measures have com-
pelled a change of course and
to turn to the civilised way of
settling controversiel issues by
discussion and dialogue, by an
awareness that we have to make
room for others too on life’s
road and by a give and take
policy — thanks to the benevo.
lent inflence to our good neigh-
bour India.

In the context of such a
welcome swing to sanity, it is
all the more tragic that the
senseless slaughter of precious
lives and devasting destruction
of properties should continue.
Shakespere's lament “ Oh jud-
gement, though art fled to
brutish beasts and men who
their reason,” seems most apt
in this context Are those en-
gaged in this continuing calami-
ty insensitive to the sufferings of
people and bereft of sense as
to realise that a scorched-earth
policy is suicidal? Must pride,
prestige and prejudice continue
to control the scene and racial
rancour rule the mind? Don’t
the anguished cries of wives
and children for their lost hus-
bands / fathers or the woeful
wails of paremts for their chil.
dren, lost or killed or taken for
questioning, torture and incar-
ceration or those who have
trekked to refugee camps or
flight to foreign lands, touch the
heart strings of those wallowing
in the mire of violence and
struggling in the quicksands of
warfare? Where have the much
extrolled qualities of compassion
pity-mercy gone? There seems
no need at all for contiuing
the carnage on the part of ej-
ther of the combatants. For
the militants can now have the
satisfaction of having got the
Government which evaded, dod-
ged and hedged about the con-
sent to consider the loud-stan-
ding grievences that have irked
the Tamils, with no more fears
of it going back on its werd,
with the guardian angel India
watching, while the Government
can be content with having
been able to knock down the
extreme stand of a seperate
state. Thus there being neither
victor nor vanquished and no
question of who is right but
what is right Why not wait
for the outcome of the negoti-~
ations, to continue the struggles,
if need be?

It is not within the compet-
ence of the writer to suggest
details as to how best a just
settlement could be reached ex-
cept to draw attention to certain
general principles pertaining to
the peace process, The incon-
trovertible truth in the old
maxim ‘‘If you want peace cul-
tivate justice ’ should find pride

peace~loving people to act on the inspiring words
King — " The greatest

tragedy of this period of

not the staaident clamour of the bad people
good people. )

of place To this may be added
the advice that it is only on the
abutments of truth and justice
that the bridge to span the
wide chasm between the estr-
anged communities can be built-
a lack of which has been the
fount from which have flowed
mounting misunderstandings to
foul the fair relations that had
earlier held them together and
to have later plunged them into
the vicious vortex of bloody
strife, It should simulteneously
be borne in mind that a gener-
ous redress of grievances from
willing herrts covnts much more
for stability and harmony than
a niggardly one wrested from
unwilling hearts, which may
yield only temporary relief.
Therefore, our aim should be to
clear misunderstandings by cool-
ing_ heated heads and to change

attitudes by warming cold
hearts.
Misunderstandings  could

stem from genuine inability to
correctly assess a situation — a
weakenss to which Jesus drew

attention in these oft - quoted
lines “ You see the note in your
brothers eye but not the beam
in your own eye.” The other
form of misunderstanding is of
the treacherous type that is
induced by delibrate distortions,
mischievous machinations, mali-
cious, misinformation and wilful
witholding of facts for securing
selfish advantage. That our
masses have succumed to this
malicious malady is beyond dis-
pute, but the victims are not so

—_
Jaffna News in Brief

Refugees : Some 4000 refugees
have arrived in Jaffoa from Trinog-
malee according to official sources.
More are coming in, by boats
and have beep registered in the 13
A.G. A" divisions in the Jaffna
District. The 5000 who arrived in
Mullaitive are also trickling in, into
Jaffoa. 39 of them arrived by bus
on 15:10-85, In the Refugee Camp
in the town, there are 259 Refa.
gees, belonging to 60 families.

A Panel Discussion was held on
October 2nd at the Jaffnoa YMCA
Auditorium on the occasicn of the
116-th Birth Auniversary of Mahat-
ma Gandhi to give thought to the
relevance of his ideals in the cri-
tical situation facing the Tamils
in Sri Lanka today. Mr. K. Nesiah
led the discussion. An account -
will appear in this columns, as
S00D as it is available,

Prof. K. Sinnathamby, the Presi-
dent of ‘the Jaffoa Citizen’s Com-
mittee was informed by telepbone
by the Secretary to the Ministry
of National Secretary on 15-10-85
about his appeintment as a member
of the Cease-fire Monitoring Board,
He left by special plane on the
morning of 16-10-85 to attend the
first meeting of the Board held on

16-10-85 at 11 p. m. at the Ministry
Office.

Seventyone Peradeniya University
Tamil Students left on Monday
14-10-85 in two special buses arr-
anged for them by the G. A. Jaffna
who also assured their security,

Train Services tg Colombo re-
sumed on Tuesday 15-10-86 after
a lapse of nearly one and a half
months. The last train from Colo-
mbo was om 27.9-85. The Inter
City commenced operating on
Friday 18-10-85.

blameworthy propaganda as it.

is again a human frailty - a
proneness to fall prey to propa+
ganda. In the restrograde trans"
formation of mass thinking so
causeds which Radakrishnan
refers to as “ mental slums ” lise
the clue to the ethnic issues
escalating to such heights. Con-
sequently, the innate good qua-
lities such as tolerance and
benevolence haye been usurped
by . their opposite qualities of
and even school text books
have had their share in this
unhealthy metamorphosis lead-
ing stout support to Thomas
Carlyle's cute  observation.
‘“Happy are those people whose
annals have not gone into his-
tory books.” Thus whoever, in
whatever form, has been behind
intensifying the communal clea-
vage and causing the calamities
that came in their wake are ang.
werable to their maker.

Attitudes can be altered by
propaganda which is. douhleedged
in that it can be used for good
or bad purposes. In the preceding
paragraph has been highlighted the
damage caused by its pernicious
use. We are now reiping the
harvest of what was sown inac-
cordance with the scientific law
of action and reaction, also know
as Karma in spiritual
Let us retrieve this position by
using the other edge of propa
gavda po sessing the potency for
doiog good. The same law will
thow operate to bear gaod fruite

language.

The Spate of Plunder and Rob-
beries has reached a mew high in
Jaffna, threatening to destory the
people, already at the end of their
tether. The Eelgnadw has strongly
condemned these incidents. Puttur
Navakiri, Kaithady and Karainagar
were villages most hit by this new
" plague” In some viltages, the
youth have put road blocks and
prevented vehicles going through
the village as a mark of protest.
The Uaiversity Student’s Associa-
tion has appealed to the youth
movements to come to the help of
ionocent villagers,

if we create a conciliatory climate

to strengthen and consolidate the
welcome move to talk things
over. Let us move with the

winds of change to bring together
the estranged parties. Let us not
delude ourselves into the miscon-
ception that everything will work
out well once the political pact is
signed., The agreement must be
considered to be just a seed.

For this seed to germinate and

grow into a tree of understanding
having under its shade diverse

opinions and contrary views, the

ground must be prepared. The

first act should be to rid the

soil of the rock and rubble of

prejudices, suspicions and fears.

Thereafter the soi must be water-

ed with mutual uvnderstanding

and fertilised with the manure of

goodwill, magnanimity and such-

like qualities

(to be continued )
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much needed snacks and ice-
cream.

On the top floor, the Udu-
vil Girls College provided a
sumptuous ‘feast’ of oriental
music and Dancing to focus
the attention, particularly of
the youth on the need, as we
reach the end of the millenium,
to preserve our cultural herit-
age, at a time-of great threat
to our racial identity and in.
tegrity.

The Public Meeting which
started soon after the cultura)
programme, was presided over
by the Bishop, the Rt. Rey.
D. J. Ambalavanar.

The speakers on the occa-
sion were Rev, Christo Roberts
of Navaly Church who spoke
on the significance of the In-
ternational Year of the Youth
and its relevance to the life of
the Church, Dr. (Mrs.) Chandrg
Ambalavanar of Green Hospital,
Manipay who dwelt on the
message of ** The National Meet-
ing of the United Presbyterian
Women in U S” held at In-
diana in July this year and
Mr. S Jebanesan of Jaffna Col-
lege who sought to give in
QI3 talk 4 picture of the Churcn
Ol the 4Zust cenwury and tne
chauges and toe Challenges
waich the New Church will
present to the youtn in parte
cular,

The emerging trend of the
three addiesses was clear v

Curie may not be a common
place phenomenon. But at the
same time, leadership among
women should not mean only
those who attain dizzy heights,
but those who respond to the
needs of specific social situa-
tions at a time of political
crisis.

Mr. S. Jebanesan in his ad-
dress referred particularly to
the character of the New
Church of the 2Ist century
which is today taking shape,
on the ashes of the old struc-
tures. At such a time as this
we need youth who' could see
visions as the Haystack Group
of five young men of Williams-
town Mass. who in (806 cons-
tituted the springboard for the
formation in 1810 of the Ameris
can Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions (ABCFM ) —
the 175th Anniversary of which
event we celebrate this year.

In this context, an event
which took place at the Udu-
vil Church on the day follow-
Ing the Festival has a special
relevance.

Thirty six youth were COR-
firmed at the Uduvil Church
on Sunday 6th of Octoter
1985 by the Rt. Rev D J Ain-
balavanar, the Bishop of the
Diocese.

Cne new recruits by and
large were not trom the *esa-
bitshed  Christian  homes at
Uduvil er trow the ‘establishe

said in a newspaper interview
that the Church in Britain to-
day was in “critical solidarity ”
with the Government (Eps).

The challenge facing  the
Christian Church in Sri Lanka
today, as Bishop Ambalavanar
has implied in his comments
at the Festival is how best we
could, without absolutising the
conflict, keep the struggle for
social justice in creative ten-
sion.

These are some of the in-
sights which we could glimpse
in the five and a hour pro-
gramme at the Vaddukoddai on
October 5th — a programme
which marked the 38th Annual
Festival of the Diocese.

The following message from
the Lambeth Conference Report

has a special thrust in this
context ; —

" Christ was incarnate

barticular place and at g
barticular time. In our own
day as we seek the . mind
of Christ' we hgue to  dys.
cern thie in our oWn place
and in our ows time,”

in a

[ This article is not

exactly g
Report of

the JDCSI Fetivg)
held on 5-10-85 4 Vaddukuddai.
What we fiad here are m
comments on the
the Festival and q

ostly
Programme of

Regis

Alvappillai Raja

P.0,, spy Lankg
of the Chy

Load, Jafina s |
Siogham, 3°n Friday, 18th Qctober 1955‘ >

O

ken these news item from the
Ceylon Churchman: July-Aug.
7985.] We are also told by
informed sources that the con-
gregation at Nilaveli largely
methodists (in the Trincomalee
Distriet) has suffered a simi-
lar fate.

O Thh General Synod of the
Church of Emngland has ap-
proved the ordination of women
as deacons. The Church of Bn-
gland has currently about 350
deaconesses but until now they
have been considered laity. |

“No Spring without the
cuckoo ", According to a news
report in EPS, Margaret That-
cher, the British Prime Minister
bas told ga Conservative Party
Meeting in connection with re-
cent Church statements on the
UK situation : “you may have
noticed recently the voices of
Some reverend and right reve-
rend prelates have been heard
in the land, [ wake no com:
Plaint about that, After all, it
wouldn’t be spring, would it
without the voice of the occa-
sional cuckgo ”, y

S¢S at the publje

meeting toge*
ther

WIth  digressions relevant
to the subject, - Ed.]

Bty S C.ER.

“tder No. Q/]/29, News 35«
"eh of South India at Sri Sast

30, Nayglar Road, Jaffoa:
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