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RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

Rev. Samuel Eliathfmby
Memorial Foundation

The year, end programme of
the students of the Play School
at the above Centre was held on
Friday 5-11-85. Many parents
and members of the Church parti-
cipated at this functlon.

This Centre, established
1983 by Mr. Selwyn Eliathamby,
a grandson of Rev. Samuel Elia-
thamby who was Pastor of the
Uduvil Church from 1890 — 1920,
has now made considerable pro-
gress in the two departments which
were initially started — A Play
School for the under-5 children
in the rural areas and A Textile
Training Centre for young wo-
men.

The "Play School” under the
over-all supervision of Mrs. Siron
Rajaratnam has 26 pupils on roll,
Mrs. Joseph and Miss S. Kanaga-
sabai are actively involved in the
project. The Textile Section, under
the overall supervision of Mrs.
S. J. Somasundaram has as its

Instructress, Miss S. Sivapatha-
sundaram of Uduvil.
The Eliathamby Memorial

Foundation has now been handed
over to the Jaffna Diocese of the
G S

Postgraduate Medical Results

Dr, D.]J. Somasundaram has

been successful in the M. D.
( Psychiatry) Parts I and II
examinations held by the Post

Graduate Institute of Medicine,
University of Colombo,

Dr. Somasundaram is a son of
Mrs. S. ]J. Somasundaram of {Jduvil
and grandson of the late Mr. J. C.
Amarasingam and Mrs. Amara-
singam of ‘' Amaragiri ”Uduvil.

Church Committee Wins
Case in Appeal

The case filed by Mr. Richard
Karunairajan of Sithankerny against
Bishop Ampalavanar and the
Vaddukoddai Church Committee
was heard in the Court of Appeal
and their Lordships have recently
delivered judgement stating that
the judgement of the learned
District Judge of Mallakam My,
M. D, Jesuratnam cannot be allowed
to stand for reasons given bY
them. The Plaintiff Mr, Richard
Karunairajan’s action has accord-
ingly been dismissed with costs,

Mr. H. L. De Silva, President’s
Counsel with Mr. Leslie Bartlett
appeared for the Bishop and the
Church Committee at the Appeal,

Personal

Mr. Devanesan Nesiah,
C.A.S, has last June completed
his M. A. in Public Administ-
ration at Harvard University,
Kennedy School of Government.
In view of his outstanding per-
formance he was invited to conti-
Rue his vesearch studies op the

Letter to the Editor

I enjoyed participating in
International Language Day.
under the Further Education
Programme of Uduvil Girls’ Col-
lege, on October 28 We were
treated to some excellent items
for a couple of hours before
the formal meeting. It occurred
to me that, besides preparing
candidates for the National
Certificate in English and giv-
ing tbem opportunities of cul-
tivating English Speech and
Western Music, some training
in Tamil Speech and Music.
could still form part of a Fur-
ther Education Programme,
which by definition in the
Butler Act of the U K, in-
cludes “such organised cultu-
ral training and recreative acti-
vities as are suited to their
requirements”’. So, before com-
mencing my Address, I made
this suggestion, almost in pass-
ing. I am grateful to the Edi-
tor of the Morning Star for the
appreciative remarks he has
made about my Address in his
** Thoughts on the Internationa]
Language Day at Uduvil” in
the issue of November 1, 1985.

But, what is one to make
of the last two paras of his
report? Is it .consistent with
a Teacher's Professional Code
to use the report ot a big
school occasion for some cri-
ticism not very relevant to it?
And is it consistent with a
Journalists Code to introduce
into such a report unverified
“facts”? For, whoever writes
in a newspaper should first
study a subject in the spirit
of a research scholar before
putting down first the verified
facts, then his comments on
them.

When I look back, I am
glad that I felt the call of the
Mother Tongue an element in
education and in the national
resurgence, and the need to
take over from where Dr. An-
anda Coomaraswamy and Sir
P. Arunachalam left. I was
joined in this task by Handy
Perinbanayagam added to my
strength. But the study of the
authorities and the reports fell
to my lot. [ addressed the
N.P.T.A in 1932, the K T. A
in 1934 (on their invitation )
and both Handy and I got a
Resolution adopted by the
ACUT in Batticaloa in 1937.
But, it was in London in 1938/39
that I spent hours and days
in the University and Colonial
Office Libraries gathering the

subject of ‘Prefereatical Policies
in Divided Societies.,'" In addition
to his scholarship, he has been
appointed a Teaching Fellow at
Harvard, to Assist Professor Tho -
mas Sheiling.

The Sri Lanka Government
bas extended the Nesiah’s leave
for a secend year,

Apply to:
The Manager,
‘Morning Star’, Vaddukoddai,

data for my Mother Tongue
Education ? When, instead of
a 4000 —word Essay for my
Diploma. I submitted a 10,000 —
word one, —my Tutor was im-
pressed by it and passed it on
to Professor Sir Fred Clarke,
Director of the University of
London Institute of Education.
Fred Charke, told me that I
could submit it as my thesis

for the M. A, with a few
elaborations which he had
noted in the margins, but I

could not spend a second year
there to fulfil the requirements,
Others who read the whole
draft and made suggestions
and urged publication included
Dr. Susan Issacs, Head of the
Department of Child Psycholo-
gy, and Arthur Mayhew, Edu-
cational Advisor to the Secre-
tary of State for Colonies. [t
was published as a book in
1945 after further revision and
bringing -

I believe it was in the
light of what I have put for-
ward in this book, and in the
numerous papers that I have
written on this theme for jour
nals here, in Madras, in Gene-
va and New York, that 1 was
invited to examine the place of
language in 1964 Year Book of
Education, devoted to '"Educa-
tion and International Life”.
It was to be a world — wide
survey, and I gave the title,
" The Language Barriers to In-
International Life” to that
chapter. In it I had advocated
countries adopting, where ap-
propriate, the * three-language
formula ” — the mother tongue;
a second national language,
and English or other inter-
national language. Seven years
earlier —in 1957, I had unsuc-
cessfully moved in the Facul.
ty Meeting in Peradeniya that
there should be a minimum
qualifying mark obtained in
English in the Entrance Exa-
mination by all university en-
trants. The Vice-Chancellor
asked the Faculty to reject my
motion on the ground that
the University would be going
counter to government poli-
cy. I had about that time
made a study of the state of
English in a school like the
Peradeniya  Senior (Sinhala
medium ) School and asked
the Teachers’ Union to urge
that a Second Language (Eng-
lish) be made compulsory from
the ‘O’ level upwards. But,
where were the teachers now
to fight the cause of Educa-
tion ?

I still feel that we should,
through the schools, and Fur-
ther Education Programmes.
give u large place for promot-
ing th2 s:udy both of the Mother
Toague and English not just
to enuzble students to pass exa-
miaations, but enable us all to
lead @ cr-eative life

K. Nesiah.

Editor’s Note

(3)‘ The Article which Mr. Ne-
siah refers to, in his letter is
Dot a Report. It is what the
title says — Thoughts on the
International Language Day at
Uduvil en 28-10-85,

(b) . Dhe %" thoughts’ were 1ot
directed against the “ Cgll of
the Mother Toogue”  which

many educationists then bad, or
against the ‘verified facts .
based on research or against
all of us leading *'a creative
life”, by the study of both
Tamil and English,
(e/ The centre piece of onr think-
ing was the fate that overtook
the Mother Tongue medium in
the political furnace of the
country, with even the propo-
nents cf the Mother tongue me-
dium, taken almost off their feet:

(d) Mr. Nesiah in his “letter
says how he himself in [957
got the heat of the “furnace”
when he tried to introduce a
minimum mark in English for
University entrants. We see
ourselves now on the same
side of the barricade,

(e) “'The best creed one can
have” said John Billings “is
charity towards the creed of
others™.

Jaffna College
Christmas Vesper Service

“A Mystery for Christmas”
on

Sunday 1st December 1985
at 5 p. m.

at
The Cathedral Church
Vaddukoddai.

You and your friends are invited,

A. Kadirgamar
Principal,

Jaftna College,
Vaddukoddai

IN MEMORIAM

IN EVERLOVING MEMORY
OF

Samuel Kanagaratnam Rasiah
At Rest: 25-11-1959

AND

Victor Rasiah Selvarajah
At Rest: 23-12-1983

Affectionately and Lovingly
remembered by your
Loved ones.

Tallippallai,
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Allen Abraham of Jaffna College and The Halley's Comet

There is a renewed interest
in Professor Allen Abraham and
his studies in Astronomy with
the reappearance of the Halley’s
Comet during the course of
this year. Jaffna College hopes
to produce a publication giving
more information in historical
perspective of Allen Abraham as
a man, an outstanding teacher
of Mathematics, an Astrono-
mer, a Tamil Scholar and a
Christian Layman.

A publication of the Royal
Astronomical Society giving a
list of Fellows and Associates
published in February, 1921 has
the name Allen Abraham, B. A,
Professor of Mathematics, Jaff-
na College, Vaddukoddai, Cey-
lon, first on the list, since the
list is in alphabetical order.
On scrutinising the document
I find that there were about
759 Fellows in 1921 and Pro-
fessor Allen Abraham was the
first native Ceylonese to be ad-
mitted as a Fellow of the Ro-
yal Astronomical Society on the
12th of January, 1912. There
was one other person who was
admitted to the Fellowship
from Ceylon before Professor
Abraham on 11-6-1909 and he
was an Englishman, Allec Jose
celyn Bamford B. A., Associate
Astronomer for the Govern-
ment of Ceylon, Observatory,
Colombo, Ceylon. The same
document reveals that Profes-
sor Allen Abraham was the 8th
native Asian to be admitted to
the Fellowship — which includes
six from India and one from
Japan. Taking into considera-
tion all the other Fellows from
Asia he was the 18th to obtain
the Fellowship with seven Eng-
lisnmen from India, and one
each from Japan, Federated
Malay States and Ceylon, But
what is most interesting is
that most of the others who
were admitted as-Fellows of
the Royal Astronomical Society
were all ‘working in establish-
ed technical 1nstitutions or
observatories with many faci-
lities available for scanning the
skies and for making appro-
priate records, but Allen Abra-
ham alias Subramaniar Ampala-
vanar made his observations
with a very small telescope
( brought in probably by the ori-
ginal missionary astronomer to
Jaffna college from USA, Dr.
Daniel Poor in the early 19c¢h
century ) aided also by obser-
vations of the naked eye with
the help of his students and
colleagues on palmyrah tree
trunks, at Karaitivu, Jaffna.

The following quotation
from the Jaffna College Miscel-
lany of first term, 1912 Volume
XXII No: 1 under the heading.
‘ Astronomy in Jaffna College”
will be of some interest

“Later Mr. Allen Abraham, a
pupil of both Mr. Hitchecock
and Dr. Howland, who ebtain-
ed his B. A. degree in Eng-
lish, Philosophy and Mathe-

became the head of
the Department of Mathema-
He has fully kept up
the traditions fo the chair by
adding to his college teach-
ing original work in galeylat.

matics,

tics.
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Allen Abraham B A., FLR.A.S.
Professor of Mathematics and Tamil,
Jaffna College 1896 to 1922

ing eclipses and writing arti-
cles on other astronomical
phenomena. During the year
1910 while Halley’s comet
engaged general attention, he
was particularly helpful in
diffusing information in regard
to this and other phenomena
through popular lectures and
articles in the papers and
magazines.

Especially two points are
to be noted to his credit in
connection with the comet in
his lectures on Halley’s co-
met. He predicted and ex-
plained with diagrams that
the comet would be visible
to the naked eye in the mid-
dle of April, 1910, while
other astronomers thought that
it could not be seen so soon.
In fact, the camet, which
was first observed in photo-

the 19th and in London on
the 25th of April.

Again he pointed out in

his lectures and explained
with diagrams that the comet
would enter into the orbit of
Vevus and reach so mnear
it during the first week of
May, that its motion
wouid be retarded by
that plamet. This proved

to be a fact which was neg-
lected even by some of the
most eminent astronomers in
their first calculation of the
time of the comet’s trapsit
across the disc of the sum,
and was noticed only just be-
fore the time of the transit
after seeing that the comet
had not advanced in its mo-
tion as rapidly as they first
caleulated. Mr. Abraham has
indeed done real service in
popularising  Astronomy and
amply deserved the honour
conferred on him by a scienti-
fic society of such high rank
as the Royal Astronomical
Society of England.”

A brief biographical sketch
of Professor Abraham outlining
his family background and
academic achievements at Tel-
lipallai and Jaffna College ap-
pear elsewhere in this issue
While a stundent at the Tel-
lipallai Training and Industrial
School of the American Ceylon
Mission he along with his
classmates built the important
land mark at the present Union
College, Tellipallai—the SAN-
DERS HALL as masonty was
one of the subjects for prac-
tical training then. ( Unfortu-
nately the name Sanders has

Halley’s Comet

(By Allen

comet came between the sun

The diagram shows the relative positions of the comet and
Fbe f:arth from January to July, 1910, and explains how, mov-
ing in opposite directions, they approaehed each other until the

the sun’s disc between 9 and I0 a.m. on the 19th May 1910.
(Jaffna College Miscellany, June, 1910)

and the Earth

Abraham )

Sl 3

and the earth and transited

graph on the llith Septem-
ber 1909, by Dr. Wolf of
Heidelberg, and in the teles-
cope on the 19th of Septem-
ber 1909, by Prof. Burnham
of Chicago, was first seen with
the naked eye by Mr. Abra-

ham on the l4th of April
1910, He communicated the
pews immediately to the
Colombo Press pointing out
where to look for it in the
heavens. It was seen at
Khartoum on the 18th, at

Bymbay and Kodaikanal on

been sadly obliterated from the
building now !})

Allen Abraham was the dis-
tinguished professor of Mathe-
matics and Tamil at Jaffna
College from 1896 to 1922 the
time of his death., For a pe-
riod during this time Jaffna
College was affiliated to the
Calcutta University. Some of
his better known students dur-
ing his last few years as Pro-
fessors were Messers: K. A.
Selliah ( Principal, Jaffna Col-

lege), I P. Thurairatnam (Prin-

cipal, Union College, Tellipallai),

L. S. Kulathungam ( Vice-Prin-
cipal, Jaffna College) and P.
SrisSkandarajah (Supreme Court
Judge ). The fact that these
able students were taught by
a Professor of Mathematics as
well as Tamil explains the
ability of some of them in
handling Mathematics as well
as the Humanities — K A. Sel-
liah the able Maths and Phy-
sics teacher started teaching
Tamil at Jaffna College while
L+ S5 Kulathungam the great
teacher of English and Latin
could handle Mathematics too
to several classes.

Besides his scholarship in
Tamil being known as *“ Allen
Pandithar”, Professor Abraham
excelled in the art of compos-
ing and singing Tamil verses
and lyricss He was a prolific
writer and author and was
also the Editor of the Morn-
ing Star from 1897 to 1909.
He was also the Secretary of
the Jaffna Council of South
India United Chureh from 1915
to the time of his untimely
death and was an excellent
lay preacher too.

His greatest contribution
was in the field of Astronomy
and his calculations, predictions -
and lucid explanations about
the movements of the Comet
in 1910 brought him interna-
tional fame and the presti-
gious Royal Astronomical Sg-
ciety ot England elected him
as a Fellow and thus he pe-
came the first Ceylonese to be
recognised as such and inspite
of such publicity given to the
Halley’s comet In our npews
media Allen Abranam strangely
seems to be forgotten!

~Allen Abraham’'s son Ara-
liah now lives in Rakka Road,
Jatfna and very affectionately
holds on to some of his father’s
aocuments and certificates and
proudly and ardently cherishes
the memory of a truly great
and devout father.

Some of his writings in
English and Tamil are still
available in his own handwrit-
ing while most of them have
been published in the Morning
Star or in the Jaffna College
Miscellany. Some of these
publications may be of some

interest to the present gene-
ration.
1) “erefesusmsear’—Won-

ders of the Heavens” writ-
ten in Tamil as a series
in the Morning Star beginn-
ing 5-2-1903.

“ Trophical Heavens” pub-
lished posthumously in the
Jaffna College Miscellany in
September, 1925.

Articles in the 1910 Mis-
cellany are of absorbing
interest, Namely: ‘' Comets
and their influence on the
Earth” ¢ March 1910 Vo-
lume XX ) and *“The Co-
met's visit and after” (June
1910 Volume XX No. 2).
The_ earlier article is also
reprinted in the centenary

( Continued on page 6)

2)

3)
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Allen Abraham Ambalavanar the Astronomer of Halley’s Comet Fame

Halley an International As-

tronomer and a Scientist much
respected by his contemporary
Sir Isaac Newton made an as.
tronomical study of the occur-
ence of a Comet and in 1704
predicted that the particular
Comet would occur again in
1758. Though Halley was de-
prived of the satisfaction of
realising the ‘truth of his pre-
diction on account of his death
in 1742 his contemporaries did
confirm his prediction by the
observation of the Comet in
1758 The Comet had been
named after him and it was
observed subsequently in 1834
and 1910. The 1910 Comet
was correctly predicted by the
late Allen Abraham Ambalava-
nar, a member of the staff of
jaffna College who earned the
distinction of being made a
Fellow of the Royal Astrono-
mical Society of United King-
dom for his brilliant work. He
has been the first Ceylonese
to have been awarded the much
respected I[nternational Fellow-
ship. The certificate which was
awarded confirming the fellow-
ship is yet found in the Daniel
Poor Library of Jaffna Colleges
Vaddukoddai. Also the docu-
ment of the Royal Astronomi-
cal Society of 1921 available
in the same Library contain-
ing the names of others who
were made Fellows states that
he was the one and only Cey-
lonese to have been honoured
thus then.

In the village of Karaina-
gar, then called Karadive was
born Subramaniar Ambalava-
nar { Allen Abraham Ambala-
vanar) in 1865 at Pairikoodal
off Chakalavodai as the eldest
son of Kanthappar Subramaniar
and wife Parvathy. He had
two younger brothers and a
sister. Those were days when
the villagers were mainly con-
cerned with either farm or
fishing or trade with South
India. The 1876 cholera epide-
mic made Ambalavanar an
orphan as both his parents
had to succumb to death. Then
the three children were adopt-

ed and looked after by their
uncle Kanthappar Saravana-
muttu. During this period

there weren’t any proper school
at Karadive and so Ambalava-
nar attended a ¢ Thinnai School’
of Mrs Sethi Nagamuthu. Hav-
ing learnt his alphabets and
some easy literature with her
guidance he continued his
studies under Karthigesa Aiyer
and learnt higher and difficult
literature and Janguage under
him. In December, 1881 he
got selected to the then grant
in Aid Training School at Tel-
lipallai where he became a
Christian. He finished the
course in December 1833.
Thereafter a notary and an
old boy of Jaffna College took
him to Jaffna College and made
him follow the then five year
Graduation Course of the Ins-
Litution

It was during the years
1884 — 1883 while being a stu-
dent at Jaffna College Allen
Abraham Ambalavanar’s intel

fi.ngnce was spotted and he
finished the course with a first
class. _While following the
course itself he was appointed
an instructor (a prestigious
post at that time ) at the said
lnstitution.  After his gradua-
tion he was appointed lecturer
at the Tellipallai Training Col-
lege. He had the distinction
of having been welcomed as a
lecturer of the Training Col-
lege with songs specially com-
posed for the occasion by the
then students. They were re-
ally happy to have him as
their lecturer but their hopes
were short lived as he was
appointed ¢ Professor’ of Ta-
mil at Jaffna College in 1891.
During this period he passed
the Senior Local in 1886 and
the Madras Matriculation in
1889. The fact that he had a
job, status and security did
not prevent but on the con-
trary spurred him towards fur-
ther academic pursuits. After
having passed the F. A. of the
Calcutta University in 1893
he continued his studies and
followed it up by passing the
B. A. Examination of the Uni-
versity privately by sitting for
it in Jaffna itself. His perfor-
mance at the Examinations is
said to be unique. At this
stage he was appointed ¢Pro-
fessor’ of Mathematics as well
at the institution. During this
time Jaffna College got affiliat-
ed to the Calcutta University
and was preparing student for
the F. A. and B A Examina-
tions. Then Mr. Allen Abra-
ham Ambalavanar was their
only teacher in both Mathema-
tics and Astronomy.

By this time he got mar-
ried to Muthachi, daughter of
Suppar Sankarapillai1 (Chinnar-
ni) and during his married
life he had two sons (Kana-
gasuntharam and Aruliah, and
a daughter, Achimuthu. He
lost his wife in his forties and
got married again to Ponniah
Thaiyamuthu. By his second
wife he had no children.

Though Jaffna College had
taught Astronomy, right from
the very inception of the Ins-
titution in 1823 it was Allen
who continued to treat Astro-
nomy as his hobby right
throughtout his life He had
written a number of articles
to the Morning Star, Jaffna
College Miscellany and even
to the Royal Astronomical So-
ciety in United Kingdom Some
of his ariicle were:

“ The Place of Astronomy in

Elementary School Educa-
tion”, ‘‘Halley's Comet”,
** Tropical Heavens” and

‘* Wonders of the Heavens’.

He continued to observe the
stars from Karaidive and made
a Central Study of the Stars
in the sky a number of times.
At this time he had a Brah-
min, Mr, S. Maheswara Shar-
ma as his pupil to work out
the calculations and to study
the Astrological charts before
finalising the Astronomical cal-
culations. He triumphed and
earned world wide recognition

while making the necessary
culculations regarding the ap-
pearance of the Halley’s Comet
in 1910. He predicted that it
would be closest to Earth on
the 19th May of 1910 between
9a m and 10 a-m This did
happen and when the informa-
tion and the necessary calcu-
lations of Allen were available
to the Royal Astronomical So-
ciety he was made a Fellow of
the Royal Astronomical Socie-
ty —an undreamt of honour
for an ordinary teacher.

Apart from Astronomy he
was interested in Music, [amil
Literature, Farming and Social
work. His Lyrics (eight of
them) are even now being
used by the Jaffna Diocese of
the Church of Suuth India for
worship. Then he could also
sing the Hindu Thevarams with
both devotion and clarity.
Once when Sir P. Ramanathan
was invited to Karadive the
crowd that assembled to hear
Ramanathan was restless as
the Guest Speaker was getting
late. Then Ambalanar rose
to the occasion and sang some
Hidu Thevarams which kept
crowd spell bound and Sir P.
Ramanathan expressed his as-
tonishment at the way Amba-
lavanar performed-

Tamil was his first love.
At Karadive he was called
‘Pandithar’ as he had an ex-
cellent knowledge of Tamil
Language and Literature He
was an active member of the
Ariaya Dravida Bhasha Sankam
which was then functioning
under the Presidentship of the
famous scholar Kumarasamy
Pulavar of Chunnakam. The
songs composed by Allen in
Tamil for the week-end jour-
neys to Eluvathivu constitute a
much adored collection of work.
He continued his interest in

farming A visit to his farm
was part of his routine. He
could plough and join the

workers in sowing and thresh-
ing paddy. Thus he continued
to identify himself with the
villager and was willing to
share their problems as well.
As an active worker of the
temperance movement he was
successful in getting the toddy
taverns closed at a very criti-
cal time when thuggery was
the order of the day. He per-
suaded the Missionaries to
build a chain of Tamil schoels
at Karadive and dig a well
for the depressed class group
of people there.

An address by a foreigner
in Jaffna was then incomplete
without Allen’'s Tamil interpre-
tation His eloquence in Eng-
lish and Tamil was without
parallel. A number of his
achievements were due to his
wonderful sense of discipline
in his daily activities. He would
be vp by 4.30a.m Leave
Karacuive by his bullock cart
by 630 a.m, Reach Vaddu-
koddai by 8.00 a. m. Again he
would start his homeward jour
ney by 3.30 p m arriving at
Karadive by 5.00 2. m. and at-
tend to his other duties in-
cluding farm wock. It must

also be noted that a critic by

name Kallady Velan had com-

pqsed satiric verses to ridicule
him at the time when Allen
was esteemed high by the
people of jaffna. Allen’s prompt
reparte in verse - forced Velan
to accept defeat.

As a teacher at Jaffna
College he had worked under
Rev. Hastings, Hitchock, Brown
and Bicknell. The period un-
der Hastings and Hitchcock
was one when Jaffna College
was affiliated to the Calcutta
University and he was chiefly
a teacher of Mathematics, In
addition he was alsg Treasurer
of the.Alumni Association and
an active member of the Chur-
ch. Browns period was one of
ch_anges and Cambridge Exa-
rr_unations came to stay at that
time as the affliation to the
Calcutta  University ceased.
This also was the period when
Abraham was deeply interest-
ed in Astronomy.

_In 1914 Rev. Brown the
Principal of Jaffna College left
and Allen and Mr. T. H Para-
masamy resigned from their
teaching posts at College. The
reason behind Allen’s resigna-
tion is said to be professional
jealousy and rumour monger-
g by some irresponsible peo-
ple. However when Bicknell
took over Allen re-joined the
statf and continued to work
at College with his earlier zest.
He was the main confidant and
advisor of Bicknell. By this
time Allen was the Secretary
of the Church Council and 2
representative of the Executive
Committee of the Board of
Directors. In early 1920°s he
convinced  Bicknell of the
urgency of the introduction of
the London Inter classes. Bick=
nell accepted the suggestion
and started the Inter Arts im-
mediately but was hesitang
about starting the Inter Science
class. However a year later
the Inter Science class too was
started These classes were
continued at College for a -
pretty long time till about 1964,

Allen A. Ambalavanar when
admitted to Jaffna . College as
a fresher was admitted in
a higher class than the other
freshmen 1nspite of his scanty
knowledge of English as his
super-intelligence was obvious
at the viva voce examination
held for admission. In the first
term itself his rank was first
and he maintained it right
throughout his student days
at College. Also he -carried
away the first prize in all the
subjects taught in his class, all
the time.

Subseqently when he rejoined
the staff of Jaffoa College during
Bicknell’s period he was Secre-
tary of the Jaffna Council of the
S.1- U.C. from 1915 to his death.
He was also on the Executive
Committee of the Board of Direc-
tors of Jaffna College and the
South India Church. Further he
was the psrson behind the edit-
ing of the Miscellany and the
Moruing Star. Thus he was vir-

(Continued on page ‘5)
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Editorial Comments

Prof. Allen Abraham and the Comet

In this issue Wwe feature two
focus accounts on the life and
work of Mr. Allen Abraham (Am-
balavanar) who was Professor of
Mathematics at Jaffoa College
during the time the College was
affiliated to the Calcutta Univer-
sitys He died in 1922.

Hailing from the coastal
village of Karaitive (now Karai-
pagar), about a 40 minutes run
by car from Jaffoa Town, passing
the three mile Punnalai causeway,
Mr. Allen Abraham  was catif-
pulted to name and fame by his
calculations on the path taken
by the Halley's Comet, when at
the peak of its brilliance, it span-
ned the firmament in April 1910.

The celestial visitor will, in
the coming months, be visible, we
are told, to the naked eye. The
two articles in these pages. (with
pictures of the Comet as it ap-
peared in 1910) will be, we are
sure, of considerable interest to
to the readers of the Morning
Star which incidentally claims the
distinction of having had Mr. Allen
Abraham as its Editor for a period
in the turn of this century.

The Budget Deficit and Peace

The huge budget deficit this
year is a staggering Rs. 30,000
million. The contributory factors,
as announced by the Finance
Minister are the increasing de-
fense expenditure and the loss of
revenue on tea, both '‘casualties”
caused by the continuing con-
frontational postures between the
Terrorists and the Security Forces.
[The term ' Marxist Terrorists’ is
also now in vogue in some of
the national dailies.]

Although the formal budget
announcements have not imposed
on ‘the common man’ any heavy
burdens, the pre-budget rise in
the price of flour, bread and
sugar has cast a heavier load on
him than the “‘secrets” divulged
on Budget Day.

Even as the Finance Minister
was making his Budget Speech
in Parliament about our slender
‘ national cake’ and the forebod-
ings -relating to its ‘biking’, the
U. S. Aircraft Carrier Kitty
Hawk with 85 aircraft on its
four-acre fleet deck and 5300
naval personnel on board, had
bgtthed off the Port of Colombo
with a retinue of two Destroyers
and a Supplies Vessel. [The carrier
arrived on 9-11-85 and

left on
14-11-85]

For whatever purpose the U.S,
Vessel sailed into our waters at
this time in our annals, its pre-
sence cannot be an indication as
some may assume, of our corre-
lative love for the company of
the rich and the powerful.

The Minister of Finance hag
announced in his Budget Speech
that a military solution is not as
yet, on the cards and the Miaister
of Foreign Affairs bad announced

in Parliament that the U. S.
Carrier was allowed into our
waters oanly after verification that
it did mnot carry npuclear bard-
ware,
New Director for CISRS

Mr. W. N. S. Samuel has

assumed duties ag the full time

- tion ”’

Allen Abraham of .........
( Continued from page 2)

publication of the Miscel-
lany of 1981.

Among some of the ma:
nuscripts found in his own
hand-wriling there is an
article *On the Place of
Astronomy in Elementary
School Education’’ and an-
other on '* The Stars’.

The telescope he used for
his observations had a 33" ob-
jective and was 5 long when
stretched. This telescope had
much sentimental value to Jaff-
na College and was used by
students and teachers in the
Physics laboratory up to August,
1974 when it was forcibly
taken away by the Jaffna Uni-
versity when the college was
acquired and we believe that
it is still in the Jaffna Univer-
sity. We are hoping that this
telescope will be returned to
us very soon. It will be a
very kind and thoughtful ges-
ture if returned.

In his unpublished writings
on the **Place of Astronomy
in Elementary School Educa-
(a really beautiful and
absorbing essay —it will take
some time to decipher) he
says, ““......children should be
taught to look up as well as
looking b:low and around.
Astronomy is the eldest of
sciences It is the shine of the
stars that the human man
first learned to worship. One
of the eldest books ever writ-
ten in the world says ‘ Canst
thou bind the sweet influences
of the Pleiades or loose the
bands of Orion * The Hebrew
psalmist sings” The Heavens
declare the glory of God and
the firmament showeth his han-
dy work. * The Apostle Paul
writes in one of his epistles
directing the attention of the
young minds to the heavens
above. We open to them one

4)

Director of the Christian Institute
for the Study of Religion and
Society, Maruthanamadam, suc-
ceeding Rev. S. S. Arulampalam
who has left for Australia.

Mr. Samuel brings to his
task many years of association
with the yeuth of this land, guid-
ing their destinies and also many
years of contact with the Christian
Church which he has served for
a brief period as Vice Prasident
of the Methodist Church and later
as a President of the Jaffna Inter
Collegiate  Christian  Fellowship,
an association which takes eharge
of the Christian nurture of the
young in our schools,

The CISRS has a large role
to play in the contemporary na-
tional scene here in Sri Lanka
when there is not an apparent but
a conspicuous breakdown in our
cultural and ethical norms as a
people.

" Why this decay ? " is a ques-
tion which at a Study Level
has to be approached by insti-
tutions as the CISRS. The
question is not easily answered,

We look forwared to
institutions as the
give us a direction to
wmoment "' before we act.

the
CISRS to
‘“grasp the

Allen Abraham Ambalavanar
the Astronomer ......

of_the most * pleasant fields of
enjoyment i

“In the heavens above we (Continued from page 5)

see as -some one has said, a

book of 365 pages always open tuaally functioning as a Vice

before us. It never gets old, Principal though officially the ap-
never torn, never dogeared. pointment was not made. It is
All that have eyes without somewhat strange to note to that at
distinction of age, or sex or the Board Meeting held in Feb-

ruary 1923 after Allen’s death
the next Senior person M. J- Ve
Chelliah was officially appointed
Vice-Principal.

wealth can make a study of it
and enjoy it. Even the baby
on the mother's lap may be
made to look at the starry
heavens and lisp *moo ! and

Allen used to wear a verti

«g00”! All the nations of the and a coat and was simple in
world may study the book in his habits, humble, kind and
their own countries and in their cheerful in his ways. He had
own languages.” the moral courage to speak out

_ his mind frankly and boldly act
without fear even when he knew
that his action would bring him
unpopularity. He was free from
personal animosity and jealousy.
His was a culture that was an
excellent combination of the best
of the Hast and West. He had
a clear brain, grasped the essen-
tials of probiems quickly and un-
erringly. He was a born Mathe-
matician and a great Tamil Scho-
lar. He chrished nothing other
than being a teacher and of all
places Jaffna College must have
been his top choice.

After more than three de-

What significant and rele-
vant words to us today.

While recapitulating Pro-
fessor Allen Abraham’s astro-
nomical studies and his com-
mitment to Christianity, it may
be relevant to refer to some
observations in Professor C. A-
Coulson’s book ** Science &
Christian Belief”” — ** The As-
tronomer Kepler was sustained,
by the thought that as they
work they are * thinking God’s
thoughts after Him ............ 2
Science is an imagina-
tive adventure of the mind
seeking truth in a world of cades of deveted service to his
mystery”- In Canon Raven’s Alma Mater he had to enter hos-
words, “Life abundant is both pital in June 1922 to get an
the goal of evolution and the ulcer in his toe treated. He was
purpose of Christ” and that warded for three weeks and at
ss For mankind there are two 5 p.m. on Friday, July 7th 1922
unique sacraments which dis- he. passed away. His funeral
close the meaning and convey took place the following day at
the experience of reality: they Karadive at 3.30 p.m. His col-
are the created universe and league Mr. J. V. Chelliah and the
the person of Jesus Christ " Principal, Rev. John Bicknell de-
livered the funeral oration. The
senior students of the college drew
the hearse from his residence to
the grave yard. Who would fll
the breach was the question raised
by the Jaffaa folks at the time
of his death.

It is remarkable that we
had in our midst a century
ago such a genius and a
scholar whose commitment to
the academic and to Christ
still remains a staunch witness
to and a magnificent spectacle
of all that we hope and
desire to do at Jaffna College.
He was more than aware of
the college motto * Jesus Christ
the Light of Life”.

By November [lth this year
the Halley’'s Comet will again be
visible in Sri Lanka. It would
be seen best in March next year-
Arrangemesnts are being made
under the leadership of Dr. Cyril
Ponnamperuma here in Sri Lan-
ka to make observations of the
Comet during this period. Deve-
loped conntries are to send space
crafts to have a closer look at
the Comet. But people who know
Allen Abraham Ambalavanar who
predicted its appearance correctly
in 1910 have not cared much to
remember or commemorate his
memory and his services all this
time. However, people of Karai-
nagar have formed an Allen Ab-
raham Ambalavanar Society and
are getting ready to erect a tomb

A. Kadirgamar
Principal, Jaffna College.

Personal

Miss Sashika Seevaratnam
has this year completed her B, A.
majoriog in Political Science, at
Mc Gill University, Canada: she
is currently pursuing ‘' Masters’
program in Political Science at
the University of Waterloo, Canada,
specialising in International Rela-

tionss at the top end of the Allen Lane
Earlier, she had pursued am in the village as a symbol of
advanced course of study in their love and devotion to one
French at Sorborne, Paris. who has really immortalised this
She also participated in a little l.mmlet. None can gainsay
Seminar on *' Contemporary Diplo- that it is the bounden duty of

the people of Jaffna, Jaffna Dio-
cese of the Church of South In-
dia, Jafina College and even the
state itself to memorialise this
humbie Mathematician of Halley's
Comet fame.

macy '’ at the Institute of World
Affairs, Salisbury, Connecticut,
U. S, A.

Sashika is the only daughter
of Mr. & Mrs. F. R, Seevaratnam,
now in Canada, and eldest grand-
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. K. Nesiah
of Chundikuli.

T. Visuvanathan, B, Sc. Dip. in Ed.
Head of the Department of Science,
Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai.
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