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A thROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

EDITORIAL
Our Politi

A tentativity and timidity crip-
of life in Jaff-

ples every aspect
pa. The electric
comes and goes. So does every
facility that the people enjoy.
The Kankesanthurai — Fort Train
Service which is a boon to Ta-
mils working in the South may,
it is announced, ground to a balt
with Anuradhapura, at any time.

light at night

Development in the North is
at a standstill, Farmers have not
had their quota of potato seeds
this year, depriving them of a
source of income onm which they
lean heavily during the early
months of the year. Nature too
bas been cruel. The fortnight
long downpour of rain has affect-
ed the paddy plants to a degree
almest unredeemable.

There is a slow eresion of
interest of paremts in educating
their children in the North. Pa-
rents working in Colombo who
removed their children from Co-

lombo' schools and put them in
Jaffna after July 1983, are now
having second thoughts. As to

higher education, Indian Univer-
sities appear to be now the ‘ Mec-
ca and Medina’ of the Jaffna
parent. Attendance of students in
schools is generally low even in
the unaffected areas,

In the words of the Carne-
gie Commission on Higher Bdu-
cation, students who leave school
in the middle of the course are
termed “sfop-outs”. They stop
out of the scene temporarily to
gain experience.

We wonder if the large num-
ber of boys of school going age
in Jaffna who are employed as
conductors im our mini-buses
(earning 25 to 30 rupees a day)
or the boys of school going age
who sell petrol and diesel on the
highways can be called ‘stop-outs’.
‘Will they bhave a chance to con-
tinue their education after a brief
or loog spell? What will be the
ultimate effect on the future of

The British S.C. M.
A Wider Vision

The Student Christian move-

ment in Great Britain has for
many years been at a low ebb.
There is now an effort to revi-

talise the organisation and make
it an effective instrument of the
Spirit to meet the challenges and
opportunities of our day. Once
again a constructive effort is
being made to make the organi-
sation a living force among
the  student population in the
Universities of Britain. In a state:
ment * Why we need S.C. M.?"
Many old stalwarts have given
their brief Commendations:

o i

Barbara Egleston says: Stu.
dent religion can too easily become
B Drivate, conservative affair - the

cal Dilemma
the Tamil race of such a large
drain on school enrolment before

the children come up even to the
Middle Scheol.

In  the meanwhile, strident
citizenship conecern for the plight
of the safety of the civilians is now
and then an emerging phenomenon.
But it soon dies down for fear of
collateral effects and the lack of
the necessary organisational infras-
ructure strong enough to do any-
thing meaningful. The Citizens
Committees are active but their
hands are tied too by many im-
ponderables.

Instead of exploring avenues
where political groups agree, there
appears to be also a tendency
for serious cleavages among them
which makes the picture appear
strangely irrational.

Ultimately, normalcy in the
North (or in any part of the
county) will continue to be a
dream if a citizen’s freedom has
been violated in

a manner in
which he has no ability to chal-
lenge the action in a court of
law.

In tbe meanwhile, the aover-
all tenor of the comments  of
responsible party men in recent
times is not at all characterised
by realism or restraint.
has become the
period.

Violence
rhetoric of the

On whichever court the “ball”
of reconciliation may lie in this
dark time of conflict in our land,
-one truth is clear and that is
expressed most eloquently by
Prof. John C. Bennett in his book
““The Christian as Citizen”.

" Without order especially in

a complicated modern society
there c¢can be mno justice or
freedom. Without a measure
of justice and freedom, no
system of order can long be
endured for it becomes a
hateful tyranny.”

S. C. M. should present the more
orthodox Christian alternative.”

Jeremy Bray, M.P. states
"1 would hope that the S.C. M
would help members to establish
and strengthen their faith, to
acquire a real interest in theology,
to enlarge their ecumenical expe-
rience and aspirations and carry
this out into whatever role they
play later in the life .of the
Church and the community as a
whole.”

Alan Webster writes: ' The
S.C.M. blend of intellectual rig'or.
Catholic spirituality and determin-
ed personal honesty is required
as never before. ”

Elizabeth Salter says: ‘‘Today
where we see apathy in the fa.c’e
of so much misery, the 'S.C.M.
has & vital role to play; it can

The Job Md¥ket in M.E.

Shadows

are falling aeross
the job market in the Middle
East according to news reports.

There are some two million Arab
students, it is learnt, in seconda-
ry schools and universities abroad,
They will be in the job market
in two or three year's time, Ex-
patriates may be needed only in
fields in which education will not
be a major factor.

The drop in oil prices
the cut-back in production
other factors which make the
ture gloomy. Even in the em.
ployment of House-maids, most
of the Arab couatries now don’t
want non-muslims,

and
are
pic-

link struggle with contemplation,
conversion with commitment to
the world, and realism about the
world’s ills with the nessage of
hope that is at the heart of the
Gospel. ”

Rachel Moss states: * For
me, the great strength of S.C.M
and its chief delight, was that
it gave us the opportunity to
work through to a faith of our
own, away from the formulations
of any ome denomination ....e...
The richest. experiences of Chris-
tian discipleship are ecumenical,”

Bishop  Lesslie Newbigin
writes: "'We still need the S.C.M
We can’t do without it. If the
Christian faith is to find authen-
tic expression in the student
community, we need this kind of
fellowship centers in Christ, non-
rished by prayer and at the
same time wide open to all who
are honestly struggling to make
sense of their lives.”

The S.C. M. in Britain to-
day is again a growing move-
ment. 90 years ago it became
the focus of Christian discipleship
and mission among many Univer-
sity and College students through-
out Britain. For over half a
century the movement was a
major influence on the life of
the Churches, not least by com-
mucating that wider vision of
one Church in one world which
inspired generations of young men
and women through the changing
circumstances of the twentieth
century.

Many now welcome the fact
that the S.C, M. is steadily
growing again., In the space of
a few years, new Branches have
appeared in Polytechnics, Univer-
sities and other Colleges and
more ecumenical chaplaincy gre-
ups are discovering the benefits
of associating with the S.C. M.
The S. C. M. is now represented
in aboat half the institutions of
higher education in Britain.

Thke wider vision envisages
a movement that is & ehallenging,
learning, anmd living Christian force
revitalising a sound Churchman-
ship which is baoth contemporary
aod ecumenicals

Jaffna Chri.ltian_g_nion

Publication ef
Tamil Lyric Book

Mr 1. G, Arasaratnam,
sident of the Jaffna Christian
Union presided at a function on
Monday, 25th November at the
Trimmer Hall. Jaffoa at 4-00 p.m,
when a Tamil book of Lyrics
composed by Mrs. Parameswary
Vijeyaratnam and printed along
with the Carpatic music notations
was released to the public, Mrs.
Vijeyaratnam holds the M.A, de-
gree in Carnatic Music and was
for many years tbe Choir leader
of the Colombo Church. J. D.,
€.8,1. The function opened 'nth
prayer by the Rev. H.R.S, Jeya-
chandran,

Pre-

Chairman  of the
North & East Ceylon Synod of
the Methodist Church, Bishop
Ambalavanar released the first

book which was received by Miss
Mabel Thambiah who had per-
sonally taken the trouble to see
the book through the Press, Mre
Arasaratham paid an appreciative
tribute to the author of the book.
A few of the songs in the book
were suag by a niece of the auther
along with one of her friends:
There was also a Fellowship Tea
at the function. The Rev, Joseph
Sarvananthan, Secretary of the
Jaffoa Christian Unpion proposed
& Vote of Thanksand the Bishop
said the elosing prayers and
the Benediction. The Lyric book
entitled " Christian Sanpgeerthana-
malai” is available fer sale from
the Jaffna Christian Ubpion at
Rs. 25/- each.

THANKS GIVING

&
MEMORIAL SERVICE
AT
Moolai J. D., C. S. I. Church
ON

15-12-1985 at 3.00 p- m.
ON BEHALF OF
Mr. Tharmaratnam Puveendran

" Death is just the gateway
Our loved one has passed
through
But so many beautiful
memories remain.”

Born: 22-09-1964
Died: November, 1984.
BY

Beloved sister, brother and Parents.

“Puvi Vasa”,
Tholpuram,
Chulipuram,
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Englis

h as Ausxiliary International Language

for Sri Lankq
BY }

K. Nesiah

The history of a civiliza-

tion resembles the flow a-great’

river in time. Flowing further
and further down the slope.
more and more tributaries feed
the main stream of the river,
enlarging its volume of water,
often increasing the speed of
the flow. sometimes turning
the direction of the river,
always helping to fertilize
wider and wider regions.
The Indic Civilization, which
we share with the rest of the
Sub-continent is a good exam-
ple of this Listorical pheno-
menon. The several languages
of India, which constitute its
tributary streams, have enrich-
ed its waters down the slope
of time each the vehicle of a
literature, which in turn is the
carrier of a sub-culture of thiS
Continent.

The British connection, of
a century and a half’s duration
in Sri Lanka, and much longer
in India, is undoubtedly part of
our heritage.  English now
occupies, may be for a limited
period. the legal position of
Associate Federal Language
in India Surely, English has
entered integrally into the mak-
ing of Modern India. As K. M.
Panikkar has pointed out, in
his Asia and Western Domi-
nance, the English language
has meant to India- more than
a common language; it helped
to foster the ‘like-mindedness’
that is the essence of nation-
hood; it supplied the ideas that
went to make the revolutionary
changes that make the modern
period, and it helped to create
an elite imbued with these
new purposes. The effects of
English (and other European
literature, through translation )
on Indian language and litera-
ry forms, notably the growth
of a new secular literature in
India, have been no less revo-
lutionary. Even the re-state-
ment ot Hinduism by Radha-
krishnan and others owes to
this encounter with the West.
Nor is it all a one-way traffic
from the West that has flowed
from this confrontation. Witness
the distinguished contribution
made in every field of knowledge
by outstanding Indians writing
in the English language Some
of these contributions, translat-
ed also into other languages.
has now become part of world
letters.

In passing, my own studies
in the religious literature of
India have been through Eng-
lish books Such, for example,
has been my reading of the
Gita, Radhakrishnan’s writings,
Swami Vivekananda’s Speeches;
the Life and teachings of the
Buddha, commencing with Sir
Edwin Arnold’s Light of Asia,
the exposition of Buddhism by
Rhys Davids, and others.
Why. even my understanding
of Tirukkural was helped by
its rendering in English. My
understanding of China and
her civilization owes to the

"work of Lin Yu Tang (in Eng-
lish), Giles, Radhakrishnan,
and the novels of Pearl Buck:
mirforing the life of Chinese
(and every human) life Com-
ing to my Christian Faith,
the English, Authorized Ver-
sion of 1611 has an appeal to
me hardly equalled by the
other modern versions or trans:
lations,

It would be relevant here to
list three revolutionary events
that tollowed the coming of
Britain as an imperial power
to Sri Lanka at the turn of
the XVII — XIX century. By
a fortunate coincidence, follow-
ing the Christian Missionary
Movement of the time, Protes-
tant Missionary Societies from
both sides of the Atlantic arrived
here and the North was par-
ticularly fortunate to receive
the dynamic American Mis-
sionaries as well. In the event,
the revelutionary changes in
the field of learning may be
listed as follows:

One: The new schools on
the British and Western model
were radically different from
the institutions of our past.
Substituting an economic for the
spiritual motive in education,
secular for sacred learning, lay
teachers replacing monks and
priests, the new education pre-
pared the young for profes-
sions and occupations which
were themselves new to our
culture, and for living in towns,
which too represented a new
spirit and a new civilization.

Two: A new concept of
the school itself came to us,
not primarily as a place of
instruction, but as a society
of young people. an organised
community, multi-caste, multi-
ethnic, serving as precursor of
a new democratic society, and
on the larger canvas, a mo-
dern democratic nation too!

Three: Though there had
been some printed books in
Sri Lanka before,
catechisms and the like, it is
in the British period that this
country entered the era of
printed books, especially the
vast empire of English books
and periodicals. For, well over
one-fifth of the world’s books
are in the English language.
The annual addition of new
titles in Britain alone is 20,000;
every year 10,000 English books
are translated into other langua-
ges. English periodicals in their
hundreds and thousands cover
every field of knowledge. So
too are broadcasts in the En-
glish language from every Con-
tinent. Why, the Buddhist re-
vival and the Tamil renais-
sance owe so0 much to such
influences as these.

We may go further and
say that, ironically enough, it is
the English language that has
been the British Empire’s un-
doing; for, the nationalism be-
fore which Britain is retreat-
ing in Asia and Africa is of her

especially-

‘apt to see

own making, with ideas of
justice and liberty and equality
taught out of English text-
books.

For that matter, we live
today in such a revolutionary
epoch as the world has never
before known. The scientific
and technological discoveries
of the mid-XX Century add
up to the greater part of the
available scientific knowledgs.
The equally staggering social
revolution has seen a 1,000 mil-
lion humans freed from colo-
nial servitude and individual
human dignity and rights as-
serted as never before. The
spontaneous coming together
of all peoples in the UNO
forty years ago, and its Gene-
ral Assembly committing itself
three years afterwards, in the
Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights to what belongs
to the essence of man marks
the thres hold by which inter-
national society is stepping in-
to the area of international
community-.

In this light, in spite of the
agony that is Sri Lanka today,
we should not dim our vision
of a greater Sri Lanka where,
in the words of that noble son
of Lanka, Bishop Lakshman
Wickremasinghe, as a result of
‘ssustained dialogue between the
Sinhala and Tamil leadership ”
there emerges ‘‘a genuine
sharing of power between the
majority and the minorities .
Nor yet dim the longer-range
vision of a world community,
which will be the inheritance
those of my generation leave
behind to our children and
children’s children.

And remembering that a
world community, like any
community, has to be built on
mutual understanding, sustained
by the process of free discus-
sion; remembering. too, that at
another level, trade and eco-
nomic co-operation is becoming
more and more global in cha-
racter, and knowledge and in-
formation have to be dissemi-
nated on a world-wide = basis,
we see that, with no pre-me.
ditated plan. English has be-
come the language of much of
this inter-communication. Did
not Mahatma Gandhi envisage :
+« The rich English language will
ever retain its natural place
as the international speech of
commerce and diplomacy”?

A Pregramme for Sri Lanka —
the three-language formula :

*““Educated India has to
make up its mind to be bilin~
gual and pupils at the higher
secondary and university stages
will have to know three lan-
guages.” (Radhakrishnan Re-
port, 1949) We do well to
heed the warning of Arnold
Toynbee that “in disintegrat-
ing civilizations at an advanced
stage of their decline we are
languages waging
internicine wars with one
another .

When it comes to the mo-
ther tongue —it is * the stuff
of which our selves are made .
It is a powerful implement by
which not only individuals may
develop and express persona-
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lity, but groups may discover
collective
tinctiveness and distiction.
is the wide use of the people’s
language that will make it pos=
sible for the democratic com-
munity to become more de-
mocratic and more of a com-
munity. Even a world out-
look can be built in the minds
of
everyday speech.

dis-
It

consciousness,

men only through their

Yet, we cease to stand on
the soil of our country if we
refuse to know the other lan-
guage of our beloved mother-
land, or prize the culture en~
shrined in it- In mixed areas,
the multi-ethnic class-room is
the most potent means by
which we learn each other’s
language through each other
and each other through each
other’'s language.

But, to be ignorant of a
world language, and to forego
the world culture that we are
joint heirs of, is to be func.
tionally illiterate in the modern
world. If we do not write in
the language of the mass of
the people. we will not be
read; but, those who do not
read in English (or other in-
ternational language ) will have -
little to write.

Three levels proficiency in English :

We may, finally, distin-
guish between three broad
levels of proficiency in English
in the years ahead.

Many may not gain any-
thing more than a working
Enowledge of English, due to
lack of linguistic ability, or
motivation, or opportunity for
study.

Next, we must build up a
large reservoir of persons who
have acquired a functional use
of English, perfected a tool
that gives them access to books
and journals, to technical writ-
ing, and are able to follow
lectures and broadcasts and
participate in seminars. As
the Kothari Educetion Commis-
sion of India (1966) pointed
out, an adequate command over
a library language is indispens.
able for a university student.
Some of these should in time
cultivate the power of expres-
sion in speech and writing in
English. May be that English
becomes the first language so
far as their specialism is con-
cerned. Surely, those studying
in the science-based faculties
like Medicine and Engineering
need an adequate command of
English. It should also be
possible in today’s world for a
number of persons to go abroad
in search of higher study op-
portunities appropriate to their
interests, or even job oppor-
tunities which are not available
to them locally. We do well
to follow the U.S.S.R. exam-
ple of studying (in the higher
forms of the secomdary school 3
some subject, say, one in
the social studies sector, one
in science, studying the sub-
ject through a foreign language
and that language through the
subject. It is a double achieve.
ment, affording too, powerful

( Continued on page 7)
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New Principal of
St. John’s College, Jaffna

Mr. T. Gunaseelan, formerly
one of the Vice Principals
st. John's College who was
made Acting Principal on the
deth of the former Principal, Mr.
C. E. Anandarajan, has now been
appointed as Principal of St. John’s
College, Jaffna by the Board of
Governors. Mr. Gunaseelan is a
son of Mr. M.S. Thambithurai,
himself a former teacher at St.
John’s College and the Jate Mrs,
Thambithurai.  He had almost
all his schooling at St, John's
College completing his A/L studies.
He later joined the Jaffna College
undergraduare Department
he followed the B.Sc. (ILond.)
course for two years 1956-58.
Ever since he has been a member
of the staff of St. John’s. In
1971 he completed his Diploma
in Education of the Uuiversity
of Ceylon at Peradeniya. He ig
married to Vimaleswary Yogamany
nee Jesuthason also an old girl
of Jaffna College who completed
the B.A. (Lond.) degree there.
They have there children a girl
and two boys. Mr. Gunaseelan
was appointed & Vice Principal
of St. John’s College in 1980.
We congratulate him on his ap-
pointment and look forward to a
bright period of his principalship
at the College.

of

where

Obituary

| The death occured on Thurs-
day, 14th November of Mrs. Grace
Annaratnam Vaithilingam, widow
of the Late Mr. R. Vaithilingam,
a leading businessman of Badulla.
Mrs. Vaithilingam was the eldest
daughter of the Late Mr. & Mrs,
M. R. Ramanathan of Pungudu-
tiva. She died at the age of 78
She was an active member of
the Pupgudutivu Church and for
many years held office either as
Secretary or Treasurer of that
Church. She also was a delegate
of that Church at the Diocesan
Council. She was a well known
philanthropist and gave liberally
10 many social causes and helped
a large number of poer people.

The funeral took place at the
residence of her brother Mr. R. J.

Gunaratnam, " Shantineketan ",
Kondavil on Saturday the 16th
at 9.00 a. m. The Service was

conducted by the Rev. J. N. Jeya-
chandran, Vicar of the Kopay
Church, Jaffna. He was assisted
by Mr. V. Rajkumar, Worker in
Charge of the Pungudutivu Church
and the Rev. Vicar of the Kopay
Church. The Rev. N. Kathira-
velu read the Bible Lession.
The Rev. D. C. Ratnasingam paid
a tribute to the deceased and
the Rev. Joseph Sarvananthan of
the Anglican Churchh preached
the sermon. The Rt. Rev. D J.
Ambalanar said the closing pra-
yers and the Benediction. At the
graveside in the Jaffoa Cemetery
the Rev. H. R. S. Jeyachandran
did the committal assisted by the
Rev. Sam Alfred. The Bishop
again pronounced the benediction.

The deceased leaves behind
three sisters Mrs. Gnanam Ariya-
nayagam of Kedah, Malaysia,
Mrs, Arul Thurairatnam of South
Earlalai and Mrs. Parimalsm
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gburrghrl}lews in Brief

@ Bishop Wilfrea
been consecrated as the
Bishop of the
land. He was
the suffragan Bish

Wood has
first Black
Church of Eng-
censecrated as
op of Croydon.

® Rev, M. A, Tllomrts,
Director of the Ecumenig,
tian Centre, Bangalore

rently National President of Vigil
India Movement has been elected
Chairman of the India Section of
the Amnesty International,

formerly
al Chris_
and cur.

® The Ecumenical Institute at
Chatean de Bossey, CH — 1298
.Coligly. Switzerland has announced
its 1986 programme for January —
February, the end of the 34th
Session and the 15th of October,
the begioning of the 35th Ses-
sion of its graduate school. The
theme of both sessions is ** Gos.
pel and Culture”.

English as Axiliary.....
( Continued from page 2)

motivation for studying a lan-
guage.

It is desirable, generally
speaking, for theses and dis-
sertations to be written in Eng-
lish at post-graduate level,
partly to keep up with new
developments elsewhere, partly
to maintain standards approxi-
mating to international stand-
ards  For that matter, the
standard by which to measure
the universities of this coun-
try is whether the local uni-
versity communities form an
integral part of the interna-
tional intellectual community;
and whether they are hélping,
along with other research ins-
titutions and academic bodies
in the country to build a large
enough self-sustaining intellec-
tual-scientific community with-
in our shores There is too a
pertinent message to us in Sri
Lanka, with what passes for
democracy here, a message in
the legend inscribed in the
U-.S.A. lc. postage stamp:
* The ability to write—a root
of democracy.” The legend
brings out very clearly the
meaning of functional literacye.

Not least, the future great-
ness of Sri Lanka demands
that there should always be a

core of exceptionally gifted
persons who are able to use
English as a creative medium,
who have while inheriting the
cultural legacy of the past,
yet absorbed the thought and
culture of the age, and are
aple to write for a world
readership and address world
forums. Ananda K. Coomara-
swamy was one such. It is
when we have prophetic think-
ers and writers who are able
to communicate accross the
continents that we may claim
full membership of the emerg-
ing international community.
Based on the Address at In-
ternational Language Day, Udu-
vil Girls' College Further Edu-
cation Department,

Qct, 28, 1985.

Soundararajeh of Jaffna, Apmher
Mrs., Satkunam Nagalingam

sigter

;)qucvdacnaso\l ber. She also Ie;avt{s
behind three brothers Mr. R. S.
Ariaratnam of Jaffon, Mr. B Js

> ) i and
Navaratnam of South Earlala

Mr. R. ]J. Guoaratnam, proprietor
of ‘Ceyma Silk’, Jafloa, and ln
host of nephews, nleces and rela-
tions to bemoan ber loss:
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University Don on Ethnic Crisis in Sri Lanka

[ Excerpts from Prof. K. Sivathamby’s Address at the Jaffna College

Prize Giving, 1985.]

(Continued from our 25-10-1985 & 1-11-1985 issue)

Please permit me at this
point to attempt to dessribe
our society — the Sri Lankan
Tamil society, especially the
Jaffna Tamil society — in terms
of social history

Our history. especially in
tbe North, has had ?he loggest
history of colonialism in Sri
Lanka (barring the area that
falls under the old kingdom of
Kotte); We had been under
the Portugese, the Dutch and
the British, We have been a
‘Colonialist* society, ie., we
had learned to accept each and
every ‘colonialism’ and had
planned out our lives in such
a way that we make the best
use of that system without
offending it too much ( we had
tried to oppose the Portuguese
but not with much success ),

Besides this colonialist cha.
racter, we are also a hierar-
chial society — the hierarchy
being imposed by the cagte
system. Not only do we haye
castes, but also a system (I
would like to emphasize thig)
in which castes play a role in
social relationship- It is pot
the presence of the castes that
bothers so much as the syss
tem based on caste.

Over the years we have
been trying out a social equa-
tion in which colonialsm and
caste could co-exist. - Accomo-
dating some of the peripheral
mobililies upwards and down-
wards. We are trying to main-
tain intact the core of the sys-
tem. We are trying to get
the benfits of the incoming
western system and work it
out in such a way that the
traditional hierarchy was in a
basic sense maintained The
great Arumuga Navalar initiat-
ed us into this whole process
of maintaing a clear balance
of colonialism and traditional
hierarchy. (He formed the
colonial administration more
endearing than the Christian
padres ) English education with-
in a Hindu frame work, (at
the outset this meant no Eng-
lish education for the depress-
ed castess was able to achieve
this caste — colonialism balance.
The political heir to this cul-
tural practice was Sir Ponnam-
balam Ramanathan. He went
to the extent of opposing adult
franchise and even common
dining in the hostel at a teach-
ers’ training college. He did
not want the new ‘inputs’ to
upset the old balance, the aim
was to handle the input in a
manner it would not disrupt
the existing order; in fact,
quite often the new nput was
used to strengthen the exist-
ing social ordcr'(a clqs_e pe-
rusal at the social position of
those who contegt:d and won
the vorious elections till recent
times would revesal some in-
teresting facts about the pat-
tern of social control in Jaffna
Tamil society-

what does this mean in
empirical terms? [t means the

continuity of the cast system,
the continuity of a system of
social manipulation and control.

And now, this system has
snapped, or to be exact, is
snapping. I do not want to go
into historical factors that have
brought about this snap-up-
What I do want to emphasize
is that it is snapping. When
those ‘external force’ that
helped to keep this system up
are changing or have changed,
the internal dynamics of this
society has also changed. It
now goes for an ethnic iden-
tity which would be devoid of
the traditional bonds of socia
control. :

What is important to my
line of argument is the snap-
up and the point at which the
snapping is taking place. The
snapping up is taking place at
the most susceptible point in
this social organization — the
youth. A cumulative impact
of economic, social, political
and educational factors have
contributed to this.

The generation of youth
which had to face insecurity
from outside inconsisting from
inside has now brought it out
on the streets. Timpu, is a
historical land mark, for it
was there their indispensability
was acknowledged in inter-
national terms by forces which
either ignored or indicted them,

This is a crucial moment
in our history. It is the duty
of all those who have been
trained to and expect to think
of the future — educationists and
other intellectuals — to come to
grapple with this problem.

I would think that we have
come to a stage in which we
have to see how the Sri Lan-
kan Tamil society is prepared
to change itself. If someone
were to think that a solution
to the probiem of Sinhala- [amil
relations within this country,
will automatically leave us back
at the point of ume the cur-
rent ethnic conflagration start-
ed ¢ whether 1956, or 1978 or
1983), I think, he would be
sadly mistaken. The question
today, i1s how much are we
going to change and not one
of whether we want to change
or not.

It is at this point that I
feel that there is more to it
than meets the eye. While
it is true that there has
come up another generation of
young men, very much like
the idealist youths of the 1920s,
with a swelling of their num-
bers by subsequent recuits,
there is also a social group
that want to run away from
all these Again some of them
would like to make use of
this situation to further their
individual prospects — the con-
tinuity of a social feature noted
earlier.

(to be continued)
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Remembering Christ, the Refugee this Christmas

BY

Donald Kanagaratnam

Tinsels and Cakes

There was a time when
Christmas was celebrated with
beautiful carol services, Christ-
mas trees, Santa Claus, Christ-
mas tinsels and Cakes. All
these events and activities
transported us to a temporary
dream world and gave us mo-
mentary escape and relief from
the humdrum and rough and
tumble of life. But today po-
litical and social realities 1n
our country have agsumed such
demonic and dangerous dimen-
sjions and proportions that one
cannot by any means escape
from them even in the midst
of one’s celebrations.

The double wrestle

H. Richard Niebuhr in the
introduction to his well known
book *Christ and Culture”
says that the Christian Church
should always be engaged with
a double wrestle with its Lord
the one
hand and with political, social
and cultural realities on the
other. What are the stark
realities of our society and
what light do the scriptures
shed regarding the birth of
Christ and our Christian call-
ing?

The militants and armed
forces trotting about with their
guns, the cannons and bombs
on the right and on the left
volleying and thundering, the
agonising tears of those who
have lost their loved ones, the
homeless wandering in search
of refuge and, shelter, and the
over crowded refugee camps,
are grim and challenging rea-
lities of our time from which
there seems to be no escape.
After the Eucharist on Sun-
day morning in the Vavuniya
Church a woman from a re-
fugee camp broke down in
tears and told me after the
service:— [ came to receive
the broken body and blood of
my saviour in my brokenness.
I know he cares for me.”
Such is the faith of our peo-
ple even in their bitter suffer-
ing.

The homeless refugee

One of the most typical
figures of the Bible story is
the homeless refugee. He ap-
pears on the scene time after
time from ,Genesis to the last
epistles. The refugee is not
only the special responsibility
(_)i the people of God but
is also their model. Just
as their ancestors had been
*‘refugees in deserts and on
bills. hiding in caves and holes
in the ground” (Heb 11:38)
S0 now they themselves were
called to live as *strangers
or passing travellers on earth .
Homelessness therefore came
to be the symbol of an inward
and spiritual attitude.

The people of the cove-
nant should not have been
taken by surprise when their
Messiah appeared in the midst
of them as a refugee The
birth stories portray this theme

significantly.  In the midst'of
political ;oppression and |dis=
content, Mary and Joseph arﬁv,-p
after muc '__\'.wear_y travelling s
refugees in' Bethlehemn* theéir
ancestral town. . They have
no place in their own place
and go for shelter in a cattle
shed where Jesus is born.
Mighty Herod fears another
king and another kingdom and
resorts to the most deadliest
forms of killing and massacre
of the innocents Joseph and
Mary flee again as refugees
to Egypt with the infant Jesus.
Even after the death of Herod,
they feared Archelaus his suc-
cessor and depart - to Galilee
as refugees. Jesus' style of
life during his life-time was
that of a person of no fixed
abode, a man of nature and
of the open road.

“ Foxes have holes and birds
of the air have nests;
But the son of man has
nowhere to Iay his head.”
( Matt. 8:20)

Vision and Hope

We may ask what mes”
sage the birth of Jesus has
for us in our homelessness and
sense of alienation here and
abroad and in the dark hope-
lessness of our situation? I
would say the need for a new
vision and to hold fast to hope
in God In Christ.we must be
able to see new dreams and
new visions for the future,
In the midst of the oppressive
plans of Herod, the wise men
of the East saw his star in
the East and with courage and
determination adventured to
obey the implications of that
vision. Ezekiel says ¢ while I
was among the exiles the
heavens were opened and I
saw a vision”. (Ezel:1)
Herbert Butterfield, one time
professor of modern history in
the University of Cambridge,
in his book “ Christianity and
History” says ‘'‘The ancient
Hebrews by virtue of inner
resources and unparalleled lea-
dership turned their tragedy
and helplessness into one of
the half-dozen creative mo-
ments in world history. The
highest vision and the rarest
creative achievements of the
mind must come from great
internal pressure, and are born
of a high degree of distress”.

In the presemt crisis the
country needs a new vision
and paradigm- We need to
become servants and homeless
like the servant homeless Lord
to bring back the thousands
homeless, home, and rebuild
their shattered lives To' do
this we need to adventure and
pioneer.

Secondly in Christ we must
be able to hope against all
hope. The birth stories of the
gospels portray Jesus as the
hope of Israel and the light
to gentiles rising out of the
ashes of the old order. Bishop
Lancelot Andrewes in a Christ-
mas sermon described Jesus
as “The Word and not able

to speak a word” In Jesus
weakness;  helplessness  and
voicelessness there lies infinite
hope for the voiceless and the
helpless. In the Bible home-
less becomes the setting for
the boldest gospel of newness
It is in this context that pro-
mises loom large. It is in the
emptiness of Israel, helpless
and harassed that. promises are
received with power, risks are
run and hope is emerging.
Faith and hope are precisely
for the homeless who remem-
ber and dream of their h_ome-
land but see no way to it.

I wish to conclude with a
reference to an incident which
took place in Vavuniya. Dur-
ing the recent disturbances the
house of a Christian family
was completely reduced to rack
and ruin. The family escaped
to live elsewhere with a rela-
tive. On Sunday morning when
the husband asked his wife and
children to get ready to go to
Church she screamed at him
¢« What Church now! What
has God done to us?” The
husband came alone to Church
and then went to see the
ruins of his house to salvage
anything that is left. To his
surprise he found amidst the
rubble and broken pieces a
framed text intact which hung
on one of the walls of his
house, which read ‘ Hope in
God” (Psalm42:5). He re-
turned to his family and re-
lated to them what he saw
and then with a sigh said:—
* Even in destruction and dark-
ness we must be able to glimpse
our hope in God.”

‘1 saw a stable low and very bare
A little child in a manger
The oxen knew him, had him
in their care
To men he was a stranger
The hope of the world was
lying there
And the world’s danger.”

Annual Carol Festival

Schools in the
with other Christian instituitions
heralded the Christmas Season
with the Combined Carol Service
beld at St. Johns College Hall
on November 11, a date which
this year had a calendrical con-
cidence with the Tamil Cultural
and Religious Festival of Deepapali
( The Festival of Lights}.

The Combined Carol Festival,
started in the early fifties by two
Missionaries Miss Kelk of Chundi-
culi and Miss Clarke of Uduvil
has bad am uninterrupted record
of performance.

North along

Taking  over from Miss Kelk
and Miss Clarke, were the mission-
aries Mrs. S. K. Bunker and Mrs.
E. C. Lockwood and later the
nationals as Mr. David Jeyasiogh,
( the ‘Conductor) and a host of
teachers of Western and Oriental
Music who kept aflame the ‘light’
lit by the pioneers in the fifties,

The programme generally
consists of Special Carols sung
by the Combined cheirs, familiar
carols supg by the combined

Church News in Brief

® The Rev. Fr. C. A. Joachim-
pillai, O.M.1. who was a Pro-
fessor at the Ampitya National
Seminary has been assigned to
St. Peter’s Province, Canada.

® The Rev. Dr. Allan Boesack—

the 39 year old President of the

Geneva-based World Alliance of

Reformed Churches who was

arrested on August 27 for ' sub-

version ”’ bas been released on

bail of 20,000 South African Rand
(£ 5800). He was arrested the
day before he was to have led a
protest march to the Cape Town
goal where the black leader, Nel-
son Mandela is held, Boma fide
church gatherings of less than ten
people are exempted from the
bail conditions. But he cannot
attend funerals, or give interviews
and must not leave the immedi-
ate area of his house in Cape
Town.

IN MEMORIAM

IN EVERLOVING MEMORY
OF

Mangalam Thambyah
(Nee Niles)
Called to rest on: !
2nd December 1984.

“ Tyusting as the moments fly
Trusting as the days go by
Trusting Him whate’er befall
Trusting Jesus that is ALL.”

-Fondly remembered by
her sorrowing husband
and children.

2, Ward St.
Derby (UK).

15, St, Peter's Lane,
Jafina.

Laboratory Trainee

Applications are invited for
training in clinical laboratory work.
Minimum Qualifications :-

G.C.E.(A.L.) Bio Science,
Three passes including Chemistry.

Prefereable Credit Pass in
English, G.C.E. (0.L.).
For further particulars con-

tact the Acting Medical Superin-
tendent, Green Memorial Hospital,
Manipay.

Closing Date:-
30th December, 1985.

Actg. Medical Superintendent,
Green Memorial Hospital,
Manipay.

choirs, and the congregation,
special carols rendered by trained
school choirs or trained groups
and a Violin Orchestra ( Western ).

The Tamil Singing was for
many years under the direction of
Mrs Anandanayagam of Chundi-
culi who has now handed over
the task to other teachers.

In the intensely tense and
troubled atmosphere -in the North
the Combined Carol Singing of
youth brings joy and hope.
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