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EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY r;l«opu;

essage 1985

by Dr. Emilio Castro® ~~_
General Secretary, Workl Council of

The Central Committee of
the World Council of Churches
met last July in Buenos Aires,
the capital of Argentina. For
many participants, the most
moving experience was their
enceunter with those who, in
the country, have for many
years struggled for human
rights, dignity and survival A
number of these victims of re-
cent oppressiom came forward
to express their gratitude to
the World Council of Churches
for the support it had given
them during those difficult years.
For example, the courageous
mothers of the Plaza de Mayo,
those women whose children
were kidnapped taken away by
the police or the army, never to
be seen again, and who, year
after year, have been demons-
trating in front of government
offices, asking that justice b€
done, wrote to the Central Com-
mittee to express their gratitude
for the solidarity they had expe-
rienced in the fellowship of the
WCC and its member churches
in Argentina. We were all
touched by the letter. It wasa
clear indication of what people
expected of the World Council
of Churches and the ecumenical
movement: to mediate to men
and women everywhere God's
concern for the poor, the power-
lesss the oppressed, the margi-
nalized and the sinned against.

What is Christmas if it is not
the celebration of God's solid=
arity with .all humankind and
with each one of us? As the
apostle Paul said: ** You know
the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ; rich as he was, he made
himself poor for your sake in

order to make you rich by his_

poverty” (11 Cor. 8:9). The
Incarnation is the expression of
the limitless love of God who
came into the world to share
our situation, assuming our sin=
ful flesh and thus taking us
with him through the cross and
beyond to the resurrection

This grace in action will be
forever the model of Christian
solidarity which does not con-
sider the merits or demerits of
those who receive it- The
commanding motivation is love:
It is the solidarity of partici
pation, taking risks with those

\

to whom solidarity is expressed.
It is also the definitive com-
mitment to humankind that God
in Christ made once for all.

The expression of our soli-
darity should incorporate this
dimension * of identification, in
faithfulness to our Lord. Those
with whom we want to be in
solidarity should be assured of
our unfailing support, our co-
venant commitment, our belon-
ging with them in the love of
God which binds us together-.

But the Incarnation is for
the salvation of humankind, the
creation of a new being. Our
own identification with those
who suffer should have as its
goal this transformation of per-
sonal and communal life. The
power of the resurrection reveals
itself in the act of sharing and
of our common struggle against
the personal and structural ex-
pressions of human sin.

At this Christmas time, we
ask your prayers for the people
of South Africa. Their cry and
the deep involvement of their
churches, the struggle for basic
human dignity demand total
support There are of course
many other situations in the
world where similar struggles
of faith are taking place. We
believe that the power of the
resurrection is dramatically at
work in all such situations, and
that through suffering and.pa-
tience they will be led to see
the dawn’of a new day.:

The ecumenical family —
including the churches'in South
Africa and other member.chur-
ches of the WCC—has paid a
heavy price for its solidarity
with the people of South Africa,
but thisisa small price to pay
when we think of God’s promise
of liberation and the reconcil=
ation to come.

May God grant all of us
blessed participation in the libe-
rating ministiy™ of our Lord
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and war

We celebrate the promise of plenty and peace.

celebrate the promise of service and freedom.

celebrate the preomise of faith and hope.

celebrate the promise of salvation and renewal

In the midst of oppression and tyranny '
we
In the midst of doubt and despair
- we
In the midst of fear and betrayal
we celebrate the promise of love and life.
In the midst of sin and decay
we
In the

we

e wish our readers a me
and a peaceful Ne

midst of death on every side
celebrate the promise of the living Christ.

ingful Christmas
Year.
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Jesus was born poor and
powerless.  His birth on Christmas
was an affirmation of God’s re:
jection of greed, absolute power,

fishness, corruption, the osten-
tatious display of wealth, the in-
satiable accumlation of private
property, and the acquisition of a
force that can lead to the subser-
vience of a people. By being born
a poor man, Jesus showed us that
the real power that befits our
dignity as human beings lies in the
values of the Kingdom. These are
values that run counter to the
worldly might that needs wealth,
force, status and influence to
keep itself in power.

4 With his moral power, Jesus
tinues to rule long after the most
werful emperors and kings have

d away from the scene. His
orce is in the hearts of
believers who have transeended

:me t.nd space. His force is in the

/Jeonviction cf followers who conti-
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ue to «ffer their lives, accepting
with a full heart the cost of dis-
cipleship. His influenze is nmow
and forever in the lives of all
those wh> would comrait themsel-
ves to t'e building of & just so-

value
Kingdom have a chance to blos-
som, like water lilies in a pond
which does not run dry.

Oa lonely, quiete nights when
one needs all the inspiring thoum-
ghts to assuage one in prison, &
detainee tries to project the fu-
ture scenario. One day the empires
of this country and its masters in
the West, from whose thrones
the poor have been subjected to a
dehumanised status, will see them-
selves tumbling down like a deck
of cards. One day, the WB—IMF
the TNC’s the international ban-
kiog system, the CIA and all its
local counterparts, the global mili-
tary complex and its tentacles
everywhere, the dictaterships and
their cronies. the greedy landown-
ers and their paid henchmen—a:
“ will be cast down from
thrones.”

will reject the evil ways
who oppose the prophets o their
midst. They will uphold the bibili
cal tradition of justice and right;
Apd on the Christm:
liberation, there will be

eousness.
of their
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Sri Lanka’s Proposals -
For Devolution

Subjects and Functions
Exclusively Reserved for
Central Government

Under the Draft Framework
submitted by the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment for consideration by
Tamil groups, the following sub-
jects and functions shall be ex-
clusively reserved for the Central
Government :-

* National policy on all subjects
and functions

® Defence

® Internal security

* Taw and Order and Prevention
and Detection of Crime, subject
to the extent that some of these
‘powers will be devolved on Pro-
visional Councils and District
Councils

® Foreign Affairs

® pasts and Telecommunications

* Justice inso far as it relates to
the Judiciary and the Courts
structure

* Finance in relation to National
Revenue, Monetary Policy and
External Resources

® Foreign Trade

® Ports and Harbours

* Aviation and Airports
# National transport

# Rivers and waterways |
# Minerals and mines

% Broadcasting

# Television

* Immigration and Emigration and
Citizenship

# Customs

* Elections - Presidential, Parlia-
mentary, intermediate and grass
root units

* Shipping and Navigation

# Territorial waters and economic

zones
* Census and statistics

Protessional
training

occupations and

* All subjects and fuactions not
otherwise specifically assigned.
Inter Province/ District Trade
and Commerce

State Lands and Foreshore sub-
ject to the extent that certain
of these powers will be devolved
on Provincial Couacils/District
Councils-

* National Archives.

/

Who can prevent
Wafiing fragrance
With a fence ?

Who can eut
The coming rays
With a knife ?

Sun rise cannot be stopped
By the darkness of clouds

Wounded branches

Will give forth flowers
Silent faces

Will shine with His words
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The prosposals contained in
the ‘Draft Framework * submit-
ted by Sri Lanka for consider-
ation by Tamil groups do not
provide an adequate basis for
a lasting solution to the ethnic
problem. Instead of deyising
ways and means of establish-
ing institutional structures,to
deal with an_ethnic conflict bet-
ween two ‘peoples whose basic
differences arise from the fun-
damental fact that they *speak
two different languages and
who, by and large, have inhabit-
ed clearly identifiable areas of
the country, the authors seem
to have displayed their pre-
disposition te an exercise in
administrative manipulation.

An Opinion :

The vast differences in the
Indian society would appear to
have been managed with rela-
tive success by the creation of
linguistic ~ states within the
framework of a single Indian
state. The stubborn resistance
on the part of Sinhala leaders
to the creation of a Tamil
linguistic region comprising the
northern and eastern provinces
where the overwhelming ma-
jority of the people, both Ta-
mils and Muslims, speak the
Tamil language, is reflected in
the Draft Framework. The
almost universal demand of the
Tamil-speaking people for the
merger of the two provinces
into a single unit has been
ignored and rejected.

While the propesals pro-
vide for the establishment of
Provincial Councils, the right
given to District Councils with-
in the province to opt out of
the Provincial Council would
certainly have the effect of
undermining the whole process
of devolution on a provincial
basiss How a uniform cohe-
sive system of devolution  on
a provincial basis can develop
with a degree of permanence
and continuity when districts
within the province are per-
mitted to opt out at any time
is hard to envisage.

The major source of appre-
hension of the Tamil speaking
people is the deliberate policy
and practice of successive gov-
ernments to colonise the nor-
thern and eastern provinces
with Sinhalese under state-
aided schemes The proposals
do not contain any mechanism
to prevent the Tamil areas
peing gradually converted into
Sinhala majority areas. The
only way this could be pre-
vented is to vest the power
and function of land settle-
ment upon the devolved autho-
rities and to lay down crite=
ria for selection of settlers in
a manner so as not to adverse-
ly alter the demographic pro-
file of the province. But the
proposals fail to guarantee this.

The considerable overriding
powers given to the centre in
regard to recruitment, promor
tion, transfer and operational
functions of the local police
effectively undermine and ren-
der meaningless the proposal
that internal law and order
shall be a subject for the Pro-
vincial Council.

Basis for Solution® *

The Draft Framework does
not make provision for decen-
tralisation of _administration of
justice and for the creation of
an appropriate judicial machi-
nery having jurisdiction within
the province.

The ethnic conflict and the
violence directed at the Tamils
commenced with the Sinhala
Only Act which was enacted
in total defiance of the opinion
of the Tamil speaking people
They have never reconciled
themselves to accepting Sinha-
la as the sole official language.
Declaring Tamil as a national
language in the 1978 Constitu
tion has had no practical
meaning. The Draft Frame-
work does not make provision
for dealing with the linguistic
rights of the Tamil people.
However, one of the precondi-
tions for implementation of any
agreement is that the Tamil
people shall accept Sinhala as
the sole official language, and
clearly this cannot be accept-
able to the Tamil speaking
people.

The provision that 95,000
stateless Tamil plantation work-
ers would be considered for
the grant of citizenship totally
ignores the problem of approxi-
mately 400,000 ‘stateless’ Ta-
mils in the plantation areas,

The proposal for the crea-
tion of an authority for the
‘port of Trincomalee and its
environs for the purpose of
its administration and eco-
nomic development’ without
defining the land area that
will fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the authority consti-
tutes an insidious attempt to
remove Trincomalee and its

surroundings from the provin-
cial authority.

The President of Sri Lan-
ka is too powerful and parti-
san a figure to be trusted with
the considerable powers vested
in him under the Draft Frame-
work. He enjoys enormous exe-
cutive powers in addition to be-
ing the Defence Minister, Head
of the Armed Forces and leader
of the ruling party. He is no
constitutional figure-head like
the Indian President or the
Queen of Great Britain. In
this context, the wide powers
envisaged for him in the Draft
Framework, for example the
appointment of the Chief Exe-
cutive of the Provincial Coun-
cil at his discretion,

making
Provincial Council Members
who are MPs to be account-
able to him, his power to
dissolve  Provincial  Council
ete., will result in the Pro-

vincial Councils becoming easy
targets for Presidential mani=
pulations.

Most importantly, the ex-
tent of legislative and execu-
tive powers conferred upon
the Provincial Councils are
unduly restricted and the sub-
jects and functions which fall
within their competence is ex-
tremely limited. This is de-
monstrated more by the sub-
jects and functions that have
been reserved to fall within
the exclusive jurisdiction of
the Central Government.

The conclusion is irresisti-
ble.. that proposals. of the St
Lanka government do not pro-
vide a framework for genuine
and meaningful devolution let
alone a constitutional arrange-
ment for the resolution of the
ethnic conflict.

— From Tamil Times.

175th Anniversary of the UCBWM

. '9"On September 5, 1810 four
Connecticut gathered in the

Farmington,
for the first meeting of the American Board of Commisg

Ministers and the Goverpor of

Connecticut, parsonage

ioners for

Foreign Missions. Its 1812 cherter stille ssrves the United Church

Board for World Ministries, continuing the Evangelical,
Mission heritage.
Miscionaries
American-Ceylon Mission,
was appropriately observed by the United Church of Christ this years

Christian and Congregational
that sent the first
founded.  the

American

Reformed,
It was this board
to Jaffoa in 1816 and
This important anniversary
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1985— A Retrospéctive

1985 was ushered in not
with the glimmer of hope and
peace but amidst the pathetic
scenes of destruction and 'des:
pair. For the Tamil people of
this land, burdened under the
yoke of the most repressive
and draconian laws possible
the year held out only the
promise of more of the same
carnage and misery. As the
year draws to its close it is
possible to state with utter con-
viction that those gloomy ex-
pectations have been amply
fulfilled. The year had begun
with the people of the North
and East living under regular
curfews and restrictions that
curtailed most normal activi-
ties in addition to displacing
several thousands. This how-
ever was to prove the mildest
part. In the face of the in-
creased loss of life and proper-
ty it paled almost into insig-
nificance. During the year
there was deterioration on all
fronts of the ethnic tangle.

The Military Solution

The year saw a dramatic
stepping up of the confronta-
tion between the security for-
ces and the Tamil militants
with both sides claiming seve-
rallvictories. Considering their
limited* man power and re.
sources 'the strikes by the mili
tants seemed” to be the more
effective’ ones. ' The security
forces on' the’ other hand con-
tinued' to hold centre stage by
virtue' of their efforts against
defenceless' civilians

In what seemed to be a
well orchestrated and directed
manner (the Israeli hand being
all too evident) the security
forces continued to unleash the
awesome power of their sophis-
ticated weaponry ( provided by
the U.S., Britain, Pakistan,
South Korea and other such
strange partners ) against un
armed men. women and child
ren. It was no contest.

The effort to contain and
destroy ‘terrorism’ generously
included in its strategy the
mutder. rape. detention and
displacement of Tamil civilians
and the destruction of their
property. It commenced with
the scorched earth policy in
the Mannar District which
resulted not only in hundreds
of deaths but caused the mass
exodus of thousands across the
seas as refugees (o Tami
Nadu. This was followed Elyl
the engineered (reportedly by
Gove;nment supporters) Tamil-
Muslgm riots in the Batticaloa
District which left those two.
up till then, friendly com-
munities divided by fear and
mist.rust and thereby ensured
maximum difficulty in finding
a solution that both groups
would accept. Vavunia was
next and this was followed by
the dramatic anti °terrorist’
operations in the Trincomalee
District which while leaving a
few ‘terrorists’ dead has re-
portedly left far more civilians
dead and homeless. All  this
took place during the so call-
ed ceasefire period. Jaffna Dis-
trict which after a turbulent

time in the early’ part ‘of the
year was generally’ peaceful
has, it would seem, by the
grace of the President, been
saved for the last.’ Consider-
ing that it is here that the
heart ‘and soul of the Tamil
movement lies it is inevitable
that it will soon receive the
kind of attention that the other
areas are now undergoing
The supreme commandar has
promised that much at least

The misery, anguish and
destruction that such a policy
left behind has not elicited the
slightest sign of regret or
sorrow, from the rulers. The
Government either turned a
deaf ear and a Nelsonian blind
eye or expressed total denial
that its security forces were
wreaking havoc Even the
belated admission by the Pre-
sident to the B B.C. that his
army might have on occasion
lapsed was made with great
reluctance and under statement.
This in spite of the many re-
ports of impartial foreign jour-
nalists and observers to the
contrary. The  Government
promptly labelled such reports
as Eelamist propaganda provided
by international news contrac-
tors!

The massive amount of
money being pumped into de-
fence  expenditure (a whopping
twelve per cent of the budget)
together with the increasingly
belligerant statements. of poli-
ticians and others, points to a
discarding of all attempts at a
political solution and instead to
a stepping up of efforts on
the military front. *Many have
asked me to stop the talks™
seemed to be an adequate ex-
cuse by the President for this.

The Political front

The first half of the year
saw a dead end as far as
the dialogue for peace was
concerned with both sides more
prepared to talk through the
barrel of a gun This was the
situation till the middle of May
as the Government continued
its efforts at strongarming the
militants and Tamil populace
into docile submission The
turning point was the massa-
cre of Sinhalese civilians at
Anuradhapura by one of the
Tamil militant groups on the
14th of May While the act
itself was deplorable it served
to bring home to the Sinha-
lese people and to many of
the recalcitrant Buddhist cler-
gy the utter futility and tra-
gedy of the military struggle
that was taking place. Caught
on the defensive and accurately
assessing the public mood the
Government was forced, appa-
rently, to drop its militant pos-
ture and sue for peace

With the ready assistance
of the Indian Government as
mediators, the Government was

forced to deal directly with
the militants for the first time —
indeed a watershed event in
the tangled conflict. This paved

the way for the ceasciire and
the negotiations af thimpu
The honeymoon, Lowever, was
tragically short lived. Just when

the Tamil people: liad: beguh to’
breathe a little more ea‘isily,
looking forward to 'a long res-
ipte, in/ the ,blood letting, ' the
cannons began /to, boom; again
in direct | violation of the .ac-
cord. Vavuniya and Trincoma-
lee burned during the so called
ceasefire period

All the while the'Govern-
ment’s slickead 'up’ propaganda
machinery .under  the, name of
Lankapuwath kept; up a steady
stream , of attacks on  Tamil
demands . while, at the same
time trying| yet again to appeal
to. Western countries for aid
under the guise of a ¢ Marxist’
threat: to  overthrow the ‘five
star ° democracy. Fortunately
the . blatant attempts at subver-
sion. of, news of what was
taking place in the North and
East. proved unsuccessful as
agencies such as the B. B.C,
Ay I. R: continued to ensure
that' the underdog's voice was
heard.

As the year wore on, em-
boldenéed by India’s apparent
soft line and by the disunity
within the ranks of the Tamil
groups, the Government's pos
ture hardened They put their
proposals in a much ballyhoed
working paper and waited for
the Tamil groups to meekly
accept ite Considering that it
held forth only the idea of
Provincial Councils with great-
ly limited powers the pro-
posals were stillborn  and
rejected by the Tamil groups-
At the time of writing, the
TULF had put ferward its
own proposals and was awai-

ting the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment’s response-
‘1 don’t know what the

Tamils want’’ was a stunning
statement made recently by
the President. Close on
the heels of his earlier
statement  that it  India
invades, ‘in 24 "hours there
will mot be any Tamils left
in the Sinhalese areas’ and ‘I
can cut off supplies and food
to Jaffna® it is obvious to
anyone why the Tamil problem
is yet to be solved Simply
put - there is neither the desire
nor the will on the part of
the Government to solve it

Disturbing developments

[ndia’s vacillating stance
vis a vis the ethnic issue has
been most disturbing to Tamils
here. From being a staunch
upholder of the rights of the
Tamil people it has changed
to one of accomodating the Sri
Lanka Government The
dangers of this are all too
evident and the resulting fall-

out could have disasterous
seqeulae not only for th_e
Tamils bere but for Tamil

Nadu and [ndia
More disturbing than even

this has been the problems
the Tamil militants have been
undergoing While they are

referred to by the Government
under various sobriquets rang-
ing from *separatist terrorists,’

Marxist terrorists ' and mur-
derers’ they .bave always
simply been ‘the boys’ to the
ramil people. The affection

( Continued on page 10)

.lights

And Then Jesus Came

7 Slowly, softly, one by ene the
in the cathedral dimmed.
The candles gently glowed and
fickered on the. altar, Voicea
quickly . hushed. Hands quietly
stilled. Then just as slowly; just
as ’softl&. through that = gathered
stillness, rose the fluted' voices of
the ‘choir ' in * “Onece 'in Royal
David’s ' 'City.” On velvet ' feet,
regally forward ' they moved in
procession and‘once again in that
haunted, stirred setting the ' cele-
bration of a mystic birth began.

There was a birth you know,
Thers was a birth. And such a
birth. Never was there one like it,
before or after- Never, ever, will
another one bz, That still, expect-
ant night, He came, while shepherds
watched on lonely hillsides, and
kings and sages scanned the starry
skies; while Herod's thousands
milled the streets and Caesar’s
might swelled and surged; while
angels sang, and all hell hid and
trembled; while the heavens spilled
with hossannas and hallelujahs,
He came, from a weary helpless
maiden, to a helpless wear& world,

God became man. He knew
He would, even before creation,
This He first promised Adam, when
reaching out to him in his moment
of sin, He said, 'your seed shal]
bruise satan’s head.” This was His
covenant with Abrabam. “Out, of
your seed shall all the ends of the
earth be blest. This was the pro-.
mise, renewed and covenanted over
and over, with Isaac; with Jacob;
and with all the tribes cf lsrael,
It was planoed before time, and
given in time. The world has al-
ways needed Him. It will always
need Him.

He knew before, what would
be after; but He came. He held
the fate of the worlds in His hands.
So He came. Adam’s sin was to
be no more. The curse of his sin
in me was to be no more. He
would bear on Him my failures
and my weakness; my griofs and
my joys; my death and my resur-
rection.

What does any min want more
than this, what more than this,
This hope held out to the world;
to those who will take it. "Do not
fear. Your sin I will forgive; your
sickness I will hea); ycur sorrow |
will bless; your failure I will re
deem; and at your death I will give
you hife You will not die, for I
live, here, now and always L|am
the reconcilation, the resurrection
and the life. To this end I came.’

His brth gave me mine. His
lLfe transfigures mine- His death
will redeem mine.

So while a world makes merry
because He came and stricken
hearts are renewed because He
came; while glasses clink and spirits |
soar, while tinsels sparkle ‘unfi“
children’s eyes grow round in-
wonder; with the soulsin heavep;
with my loved ones gone before:
this Christmas as the story of His -
birth unfolds in word and in sODg
I too will koeel in awe and homage
at the manger, because He came.

Miss. K. Karalakulasingan

Editor’s Note

There will no issue of the |
Morning Star on 27-12-85 |
because of  the Christmas |
holidays. j

e r—————




6, 13 & 20-12-1985

THE MORNING STAR

The Peace
The Ri. Rev. D

" My peace I give to yeu; not

as the world o
gives do I give to you.
John 14:27

The message of Christmas
is essentially a message of
peace. The Angels’ song
«peace on earth” announced
to the shepherds bas been tak-
en by Christians throughout
the ages to summarise the
message of Christmas and t,o
explain the purpose of C_hmt S
coming into the world im t'be
incarnation. ‘‘Peace” or imits
Hebrew form ‘Shalom” was
the common word of salutation
among the jews. It wa‘s also
a word of farewell, “g0 1n
peace”. Its very commonness
also underlined the rlchx}ess
and profundity ©Of its meaning:
The word connoted for _the
Hebrews the highest blessing
one can bestow on or wish for
another. Shalom does not carry
the negative connotation asin
the English word peace which
means the absence of war.
It is a positive fullness of
being and life that results from
a right relation to God. .lt
is the peace of God which
results from a relation of being
at peace with God. It 1s salva-
tion, health and prosperity that
God bestows to his children.
It is right relationship with
God and right relationships
in the life ot the communty.
Therefore righteousness and
peace are always hinked together
in the Hebiew mind. ~Mercy
and truth are knit together.

Righteousness and peace have
kissed each other”. (Ps. 85:10)
Jesus is the Prince of Peace
in whom truly righteousness
and peace have kissed each
other and therefore his parting
word to his disciples is the
message ‘peace | leave with
you” This isnotjusta tradi-
tional word of farewell, ‘noc
as the world gives do | give
to you’, but the bestowal of
a positive blessing. What is
this positive blessing? We
may be helped to grasp the
significance of this if we lry
to - understand what Jesus
meant by ‘not’  as  the
world gives do [ give to
you .

! James in his Epistle (2:15)
gives us  a good example
of how the Jews in common
practice used the word peace
In wishing someone well - if
a brother or sister is ill clad
and in lack of daily food, and
one (_)f you says to them.,
g0 in peace, be warmed and
nl!ed”, without giving them the
things needed for the body,
what does it profit?’ The
salutation ' gg jp peace.”
had no power (o do any-
thing for the brother or sister
who had no clothes or daily
food, It was at best a feeble
expression of hope expressed
by one who was unwilling or
unable to do anything about
the situation, or at worst it was
a way of cursorily but politely
dismissing ‘the brother or sister’
in need. “Go in peace” wag a
word which had no power, |t
had become a phrase which
more or less wasa way of ad-

of Christmas

. J. Ambalavanar

mitting ‘there is nothing that
we can do about the situation,
just comsole yourself in your
mind.” This is what the world
has come to urderstand as
peace, a purely inward feeling
of resigning oneself to one’s
fate or circumstance.

Jesus during his ministry
used the same phrase on afew
occasions. In Mark we read
the story of the woman ‘““who
had a flow of blood for twelve
years, and who had sgffcrcd
much under many physicians,
and had spent all that she had,
and was no better but rather
worse” (5:26)- To this woman
Jesus said. ** Daughter, your faith
has made you well; goin peace
and be healed of your disease”
(5:34). On the lips of Jesus ‘go
in peace’ just means ‘go hea}ed
of your disease’, or ‘go with
your health restored.” This is
precisely what Shalom meant—
it is wholeness, fullness and
well being. On the lips of the
Prince of Peace i‘'go in peace’
is a word that makes for peace,
or restoration of health and
wholeness. We read again in
Luke the story of ‘“a woman of
the city, who was a sinner”
anointing Jesus’ feet at the
house of a Pharisee (7:38).
The Pharisee seeing this
said to himself, - If this
man were a prophet, he
would have known who and
what sort of woman this is.”
It is to this woman Jesus says
“your sins are| forgiven” (7:48)
and then goeson to say. ‘ your
faith has saved you, go in pe-
ace.” (7:50). Here again the
words ‘go in peace’ on the lips
of Jesus means ‘go with your
sins forgiven.’ It means salva-
tion, wholeness, the restoration
of the right relationship with
God. When Jesus says *'go in
peace” it is not just a faint
hope ofa paece in the future
but the assurance of a peace
realised and experienced.

As the culmination of his
farewell discourse when Jesus
said to his disciples, “Peace I
leave with you; my peace I give
to you; not as the world gives
do [ give to you.” he was assur-
ing them ot a positive gift, a
new power that will enable them
to proclaim the Gospel of peace
with power. To sinners they
will proclaim the message of
torgiveness with power; to the
sick they will be the means of
health and wholeness; to the
hungry they will provide food:
to the naked they will provide
clothes: to the homeless they
will provide houses; to the re-
tugees they will give shelter.
They will no longer say “‘go in
peace”, as a way of getting rid
of the problem but will be en-
abled to say ‘go in peace’” as
real peace makers, as those
who bring about a transforma-
tion of the situation.

The Angels announced the
message of ‘‘peace on earth’ to
shepherds in the fields of a
a village in Palestine two thou-
sand years ago. Christians have
believed that that message was
to he spread to the ends of the
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Do They know Its Christmas?

It's Christmas time
Theres no need to be afraid,
At Christmas time

We let in’{light and we banish hate,

And in our world of plenty
We can spread out our joy
and put
At Christmas times

But say a prayer
Pray for the other ones
At Christmas time

our arms around the world

its hard, but when your'e having fun,
Theres a world outside your window
And its a world of dread and fear

Where
the bitter sting of tears.

the only water flowing is

And the Christmas bells that ring there
are the clanging chimes of doom
Well tonight thank God its them

Instead of you

Auod there won’t be snow in Africa this Christmas time
The greatest gift they’ll get there is life,

Where nothing ever grows
No rain or rivers flow

De they know its Christmas time at all?

Herse’ to you, — pay it back for everyone
Heres’ to them underneath that drying sun
Do they know its Christmas time at all?

IFeed the world

Let them know its Christmas time

Feed the world

Let them know its Christmas time.

This song was composed and
performed by a group of popular
British pop and rock’ stars last
year. It was
horrific images of starvation that
were emanating from Africa. It
has so far raised more than 10
million dollars for that purpose.
More importantly the effort by
Band Aid (as the group was called)
set in motion several efforts by
various groups to raise funds. This
culminated in the historic 16 hours
Live Aid Concert that was held
in Juae in London and Philedelphia
and was televised to a massive

in response to the

audience of 1.5 billion people. The
effort has so far raised more than
60 million dollars. It seems appro-
priate that in this the International
Youth Year here was a demon.
stration of young people involved
in a protest against the cynicism of
governments and channelling their
efforts meaningfully in the cause
of humanity. At the same time
Europeon governments were in.
volved in spending more than two
hundred million dollars on des.
troying surplus food!! Below is g
scene from the closing stages of
the Live Aid Concert at Wembley
Stadium, London.

A i -

A i AT A

earth and to the end of time.
It was a message to those in
the Roman Empire and it is
eqally a message to those un-
der the principalities and powers
that reign in this last quarter
of the 20th century. What can
this message mean in the con-
text of the threatening nuclear
holocaust? What can it mean in
the context of a nation where
the rulers can without even a
feeling of shame talk of plans
for annihilating a part ot its
population within twenty four
hours because they belong to a
different race, or speak of con-

tingency plans to starve out a
community for no other reason
than that it wants to live asa
free and equal people? The
messenger of peace today ean
become overawed by the sheer
magnitude and complexity of
the problem as the disciplies of
Jesus probably were when they
were confronted with the might
of the Roman Empire. But
Jesus' word today is agiin the
same as what he told his dis-
ciplies, “My peace I give unto
you; not as the world gives do
1 give to you. Let not your
hearts be troubled, neither let
them be afraid ”
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1985- A PHOTO REVIEW

During another turbulent year the life of its people, the
Ministry and work of the Jaffoa Diocese continued undaunted. It
continued to work for the oppressed and sufferring through its various
ipstitutions and programmes. In addition to consolidating earlier pro-
were taken as well. In the year that its
parent missien celebrated its 175th Anniversary the Diocese conti-
pued its own mission work in the midst of difficult circumstances.
Depicted below are some of its programmes and activities.

in

grammes, pew directions

Levi Spaulding Home — This home situated at Vaddukoddai is one amongst
the four homes for children that are run by the Diocese with the assistance of
the German organisation KNH. This particular home, takes core of 60 boys who
come from families faced with social and economic problems. They are fortunate
in that they receive their education at Jaffoa College and in turn are contribut-
ing significantly in the life and work of that institution. The boys are seen
above together with their warden and assistant warden.

Opening of Day Care Centre at Murasimoddai — Day Care Centres continued
to be an effective way of improving the hygiene, health and nutritional status
of under 5 children in several under developed areas in the North. By taking
care of the children during the day these Centres enable the parents to be free
to get employment too. With the opening of the Centre at Murasimoddai by the
Bishop (seen above) the total number of Centres run by the Diocese was brought
to eleven. The total number of children looked after in these centres is close

to seven hundred.

ke

CCA General Assembly — As an independent member church of the NCC of
Sri Lanka our Diocese was entitled to and became a member church of tlg.
Christion Conference of Asia a few years ago. Since then it has played a
active role in the activities of the CCA. This year saw the CCA h):)ld :'itn
8th General Assembly at Seoul, South Korea with the theme °‘‘Jesus Christ S;t;
Free to serve’'. The meeting was attended by the Bishop and a lay represen-
tative from our Diocese. In the picture can be seen the General Secretary of
the WCC, Emilio Castro addressing the assembly. Seated at extreme left iuythe
Rev. Yap Kim Hao who handed over as General Secretary of the CCA this year,

Karainagsr Refugees — The continued agony and suffering of the Tamil
people is all too evident in the faces of these refugees. They were displaced
after their houses were destroyed by the Naval forces in retaliation for an attack
on the Naval base. The Tamil refugee problem seems to be a never ending
one, They are created at a rate that is impossible for assisting agencies to cope

with and hence their misery continues. The government seems reluctant to assist
The Diocese provided emergemcy relief to these
Vavuniya and Trincomalee.

them. and other refugees from

Mullaitivu, Murikandy,

was involved in aiding refu-

The Diocese
in the form of cash and gift packets
In Samathana-
families have been given land and houses (one
Similar efforts are continuing in Mankulam,
It is an uphill task but all the
in this work till

csl Rebabilitation Programme —
gees in two ways. Emergency relief was
Even more important were the efforts at permanent rehabilitation.
puram ( Akkarayankulam ) sixty
such family is seen in the picture )
Murukandy. Vannerikulam and Karainagar.
more challenging for that and the Diocese will be invelved
such time as the refugee problem ceases.

-

Institute for

United Theological Seminary — With the inauguration of the
Lay training in 1983 the Diocese took an important step forward. The purpose
of it is to train lay people and also to provide the initial training for pros-

the renaming of the institute as the United Theological

gective ministers. With
eminary (Jocated at the Ashram) and the enrolment of ten resident studen:s
another giant stride in its development was made. The Seminary will be an

inter denominational one. Above are seen the students together with the sta@

and the Bishop,

“The harvest is plenteous but the labourers are few ' — This was the lament
of tha church at the end of the year, On all fronts there has been expansion
ia the work and programmes of the Diocese and several new I)I'O.I“;Cts too are
undeiwav. Finding committed people to make these A success has been a very

i t e in soci v ast few vears has been a
difficult task. The cange in social values over the pthe it e

chief contributory factor. This was evident even in ;

the ministers for greener pastures, The Diccesedhfw;e“e;azntél;ezii:°o$:k“t:»
i 3 in that God takes ;

1986 anc the future confidently, knowing the  bouptiful.

not remaip so, (The picture ‘shows

that the unfilled waps will
vineyard at awvil!

grape clustors at the Diocesan
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The First Christmas Night
by Shiranee Mills

Reuben, remembered days of
peace and quiete in their country.
He marvelled that his people still
elung fiercely to peace although
bowed low beneath the feet of the
Roman Captors. The people of
Judah together with Reuben re-
membered the time when they
lived with dignity and pride...They
remembered their rich heritage.
Reuben recented this journey to
Bethlehem this night, for it was at
the proud Caesar’s command that
they had to enroll themselves,
travelling miles and miles before
they would reach this little town.
The whole city was dotted with
jron helmets and arrogant faces
beneath them—a reminder that the
oppressor was no longer an unseen
power way out in Rome but living=
in the presence of the troops—
amidet them, breathing the very
air they breathed, lurking in places
where they should bave strolled
and chatted. Now they had to get
inured to the sight of the deadly
parade of troops invading the bust-
le of the market places and the
quiet of the villages which prettily
laced the Sea of Galilee. He re-
membered with bitterness the way
Roman Horses pounded into their
busy market places and streets,
carrying soldiers who cradled lethal
weapons in their arms...emptying
these market places and streets
like an act of the conjuror.

Reuben, looked around him
and saw a surge of enslaved people
slowly plodding towards Bethle-
hem. Old faces, young faces, tired
faces, hopeful faees all coming in
to Bethiehem obedient to Caesar’s
command. This passive obedience
of his people annoyed him at
times. No wonder Benjamin his
brother, joined the Zealote much
against his mother’s wishes. When
you strike back at your oppressor
you salvage atleast a part of the
pride that your people have lost,
He would always remember that

- mght Ben came home, his face
splattered with blood, his clothes
torn into shreds—he and his friends
bhad fought with a Roman soldier
who bad ridiculed them in the
market place. He had to ,go away
into hiding for a few days ... The
look on his mother’s face would
always remain with Reuben., She
was hurt because she still believed
in the coming of the Messigh-
Most of the people of his village
were full of hope that g King
would be born to redeem them
from their slavery. To Reuben
freedom The
Roman Empire was too powerful
to defeat. Sull...... he must think
seriously about joining
lots — it could

seemed far away,

the zea-
atleast be the
first step towards freedom, He
could see his parents walking
ahead of him —they would pngt
appreve of his decision for they
did not share the that
seemed him apart. He
could not wait for the Messiah,
while slowly took
over his culture, hig
peopie and his idenuty,,,.,,,

They
were able

turmoil
to tear

Ramans
laad,

the
ais

reached
to get

the Inn and
the last room
that was available. Later on.. ..,
he sat on the flior, unable to
sieep, his miud tull of the pain
and sufferivg undergone by his

Where and when
find peace? Fear,
and degradation had
They

own people.
would they
homiliation
become a part of their lives.
must not accept this as theil
lot. Passive acceptance of their
suffering would be fatal to their
race.

He could not sleep. He
walked out of the Inn. The en-
trance of the Inn was a — bustle
with people asking for accomoda-
tion, — despite the ‘' No Vacan-
cy” sign displayed at the door.

He could hear the Innkeep-
er's stentorian  voice refusing
accomodation. Reuben slowly

slipped out of the backdoor of
Bethlehem’s Inn, spotted a tuft
of grass and sat down unmindful
of the cold wind. He looked ups
to pray to the Lord Jehovah to
help him make a decision ....this
was what his mother taught him
to do, this was what the Rabbi
Ezra at the synagogue preached.
As he looked up he noticed an
unusually bright star moving slowly
ever so slowly until it reached
the stable just a few yards away.
It lit up the sky; it made the
stable glow; it even turned the
green tuft of grass on whicn he
was sitting into silver. He looked
around him and drank in the
beauty of the night — this glo-
rious night, for he had never
seen nature as beautiful as it
was tonight; this was indeed a
blessed night......he felt a calm
within himself; the beauty of this
night made him forget his bitter-
ness, his resentment and his de-
cision to fight; He was at peace
with the world around him for
now he was at peace with him-
self. Hopelessness turned to hope-
fulness.

He and his people bad not
lost all — they still had hope, for
with hope their life would not
become a meaningless void, If
they kept on hoping they would
not lose the will to live; if they
live with hope the lives of their
children would not be as black
as theirs. Reuben looked up at
the magnificent star over the
stable and gained courage — the
courage to go on hoping,

Reuben steod up and walked
back to the Inn his whole being
filled with the vision of Peace
which would give his people dig-
nity: Peace which would recog-
nise their identity; Peace which
would esteem their culture; Peace
which would liberate his people.
Reuben turned once more and
looked at that STAR and said
aloud, " We are a people yearn-
ing and hoping for PEACE "

Born Poor
(Continued from page 10)

no more tears and fears, There
will be food and freedom for all.
There will be peace.

May the joy and peace of
Christmas be with you.

— Karl Caspar
Philippines.
Writien at Chrisimas 1983,
Jrom the prison cell where he is
detained as a bolitical prisoner,

Having once (unwisely)

editor ebviously felt that
on occasion !

more understanding of the

the Christmas issue. Editorial

bas enabled me to appreciate
weekly paper.

The
role

Morning Star

tant to play during

dom. Therefore,

hope that the Editor will

Morning Star!
eriticism !

My thanks are due
for the Morning Star.
to the regular Editor.
charge!

peaceful New Year.

A word from the Editor

offered my cooperation and also
because I was a persistent and carping critic of the Star, the
1 was doubly qualified to assist him
As a result he has given me the opportunity to
edit the paper twice already hoping, no doubt, that I might be
problems

This explains why I have been given the privilege o
work has proved to

and exciting (though I wouldn’t want to do it regularly
the difficulties in

as a Christian
these
Church’s viewpoint and to espouse the ca
whatever may be
will have to be overcome to ensure that its voice is hearfl
regularly both here and abroad. The editor’s solo efforts obvi-
ously cannot be enough. It is sincerely hoped that more of our
readers will play an active role in maintaining the high stand-
ards the Morning Star bas achieved as the second oldest paper
in the country. Under the present circumstances every little as-
sistance would be welcome or even a letter once in a while. 1
return refreshed from his well earned
respite inspired anew to face 1986 and 51 more editions of the
I can assure him of my continued support and

to the several
Mr. Amirthanathan who drew the front page drawing specially
Brickbats for this issue may be directed

It was,
On behalf of him and the Merning Star
opportunity to wish all our readers a blessed Christmas and a

regularly by him.
f editing
be mnovel
1) and
publishing 2

faced

journal has an impor-
dark days. To express the
use of truth and free-
the hurdles confronted they

contributors and to

after all, he who put me in

I take this

D. C. Ambalavanar.

1985 — A Retrospective
( Continued from page 5)

and the admiration they were
held in has, however, recently
been tempered by a certain
degree of 1eserve and sus-
picion: There has been Some
disenchantment with the origi-
nal image of the daredevil
sacrificial, freedom  fighter.
This has come about as a
result of certain unjustified
killings, kidnappings and rob-
beries that elements belonging
to the various groups have
commited- There seems to be
a danger that the Tamil people
may swing from the overly
idealistic view to one diame-
trically opposite when both
are equally unrealistic. How-
ever some good has resulted
Since more among the Tamils
are now realising that the
struggle should be broad based
and not entrusted to the few
to be successful.

That the militant groups
should undergo some serious
self scrutiny and iron out these
problems is the opinion of
most people. Disunity at this
crucial juncture could have
catastrophic consequences. By
their willingness to lay down
their lives for a higher cause
these yong men and women,
however, continue to hold a
place in the hearts of Tamil
people. As they face even
more  hardships, the
people still congider them theijr
strong sword arm  in the

struggle for self determination§

and justice.
Conclusion

While in the sophisticated
settings of Colombo beauty
pageants, carnivals and several
other such programmes are
held, the North & East continues

to see only death, despiar
LS. s U

and destruction. Day to day
living has become an exercise in
endurance. Work, employment,
education, health care have
all been badly affected. The
number of homeless and desti-
tute keep increasing. It is to
the utter shame of the Tamils
that opportunists and black
marketeers have thrived in the
midst of such suffering.

The positive element. has
not been absent. The daily
toll has toughened and brought
togeather the Tamil people
as never before. There seems
to be a greater willingness to
share in the sufferings and the
struggle. The bravery in
adversity of very ordinary
people has been tremendous.
As a learned man said nothing
can be the same again for
the Tamil people. The toll of
death and deﬁuction are the
price that is being. paid for
the eventual victory prayed
for. For the Tamils the long
arduous trek through the desert
under a beating sun continues.
The strength comes only from
the vision of the promised
land that they see ahead. May
it become reality soon.

— D. C. Amblavanar.

Tamil 4

Dr. §.
of Thampalai, Atchuvely.
Called to rest on 27-12-1984

Fondly remembered
by loved ones.

. J. Arumainayagam
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