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Please re-address
all undelivered issues
of the Morning Star to:~
The Manager,

*“ Morning Star”’,
Vaddukoddai.

Church News Letter

The Tellippalai Church of
Lthe . D.C.S.1, is the first C.S. 1.
‘Church in Jaffna to print an
Annual News Letter, containing
; ‘largely news of members of the
Church and events in the life of
:thn Church. The Colombo Church
.publishes a News letter Vinnoli
, every year which was edited for
'many years by the late Mr. J. P.
Thurairatnoam and later by his
wife the late Thavamany Thurai-
ratoam.

Among the events mentioned
in the Tellippalai Church News
letter are the gift of an electric
organ by the Thurairatnam family
' in memory of Mr. I. P. Thurai-
ratnam who passed away on
27-4-85 and the progress made
by the new ventures of the Church
as the Nursery for the under five
group which is now one year old.

The Presbyter of the Church
is now Rev. T. S. Premarajah.
The Tellippalai Church is one of
the oldest Churches of the Dio-
cese and has a speeial halo round
it as the Church with which is
| associated the name of James
Richards, the only member of
_the original * Haystack Gronp” of
1806 to reach a foreign field.

Church Celebrates 125 Years

The Holy Emmanuel Chuarch,
Moratuwa is the Anglican Church
. in Sri Lanka with the largest
" congregation. The Church Cele-
brated its 125th Anniversary op
_ Friday, 27-12-85 with a Holy
Communion Service at 7.30 a. m.
| at which the Bishop of Colombo,
the Rt. Rev., Swithin Fernando
was the Celebrant.

: In the afternoon at 3.30 p.m,

tbere was a Public Meeting at
which the Prime Minister, Mr, R.
Premadasa was the Chief Guest,
Addresses were delivered by the
Prime Minister, by Mr. Tyronne
| Fernando, Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter, and M. P. for Moratuwa and
the Bishop of Colombo, the Rt.
Rev. Swithin Fernando.

The Church was built by
Gate Mudaliyar Jeronis de Soysa
and consecrated by Bishop James
Chapman, the first Bishop of
Colombo.

Music

Arunthathy Srviskandarajah
is the first and only Veena play-
er included in the British Musi-
cians Year Book and the only
Veena player to appear on British
Television, on both ITV and the
BBC.

Her newly formed Orchestra
is called The London Veena Mu-
sic Group, begun just about six
months ago. The Orchestra Group
comprises five people Aruathathy
playing the Veena and the other
members of the group playing
Flute, Lute, Violin, and Tablg,
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Tumll Carol Service at

Darwin
The Tamil congregation in
Darwin ( Australia) beld its first

carol service on Saturday the 7th
of December at 7 p.m in the
Assembly area of the Karama
shcool. It was a great occasion
for Tamils and others residing in
Darwin

The Service commenced with
the lighting o; the traditional
lamp during which time the
Hymn for Ceylon was played by
the orchestra, |

The sin#ng of earols and
reading of  lessons then followed.
The message to the children was
given by Mrs. Thiraviam Rama-
chandran a  veteran on SLBC
Radio progr‘mmes.

The highlight of the Service
was a Tableau by the children
who very ;‘pffectivnly portrayed the
event of Christ’s birth. The Ser-
mon was preached by Rev. S.S.
Arulampalam

“It was quite encouraging to
see a crowd of 150 people at
the Service” writes Rev. Arulam-
palam. The " Service came to a
close with the singing of the
Tamil lyric " & Cuasrsgiég
Quuitki&ermd Refreshments
were served at the end of the
Service.

Church News in Brief

® The Central
the WCC held its first-ever
meeting in Latin America from
July 28 to August 8, 1985.
Argentine President Raul Alfon-
sin called on the WCC to
weork for a New World Ece-
mic Order. Seven new mem-
bers were accepted into the
WCC membership bringing the
total to 310,

® The US House of Bishops
has iodicated by a large majo-
rity that they did not intend to

withhold consent to the elec-
tion of a woman if that time
came.
® The Archbishop of Cantet-

bury and Pope John Paul II
are expected to meet in India in
February 1986. The Archbishop
will also meet Mother Teresa in
Calcutta during his 3 week-long
tour., The Pope's visit to India
will be from February 1 — 10,
after which he will pay a visit
to Sri Lanka.

® Four Niles Memorial Lec-
tures wera delivered at the
Eighth CCA Assembly at Seoul
(26th of June to 2nd of July
1985) by Metropolitan Paulos
Mar Gregories ( Paul Verghese
of the WSCF ), Dr. Eka Dhar-
maputra of Indonesia, Mrs.
Macpil of Philipines and Prof.
David Kwang-sun Sah of Japan,

Commitice of .

For the Record
Civic Rights Restored

Mrs. Srima Bandaranayake’s
civic rights were restored by Pre-
sidential Decree on the 2ad of
January 1986. The question of

her entering Parliament was, she '

said, "'a matter to be seep.”

" The biggest problem today
is the ethnic issue. Have a ge-
neral election and let the people
decide” Mrs. Bandaranayake ig
reported to have said.

Observers are agreed that Mr.
Lakshman Jeyakody who was no-
minated to her seat, would do
whatever Mrs. Bandaranayake
wanted him to do.

Fourth Birthday

Tamil Times ( London), pub-
lished monthly celebrated its fourth

birthday on 12-11-85 with the
Directors, and staff entertaining
guests at Royal Commonwealth
Society. A * hilarious item” ac-
cording te reports was the display
of eounterfeited copies of the
journal.

Among the guests were seve-
ral MPs and media men. Those

who sent messages and greetings

to the paper were Simon Hughes
M. P., Miss Jeya Wilson, Presi-
dent-elect Oxford Union Society,
David Selbourne, Oxford, Prof.
V. Suriyanarayanam Centre for
South Asian  studies, Madras,
Prof. A. J. Wilson University of
Brunswick, Canada, and the Se-
cretary of the Standing Committee
of Tamils (SCOT) London.

Navajeevanam News

There were a series of events
at Navajeevanam during Novem-
ber and December. On the Ist
of November, the Third Death
Anniversary of Rev. A. C. Tham-
byrajah, five families, all refugees
living in Camps were settled down
in cottages put up in Chundi-
kulam. Each family was given
two acres of land. This scheme
was sponsored by a few friends
of Navajeevanam, in Brunei,

The Navajeevanam Sports
Meet took place on the 16th
November and on the 20th Ne-
vember the Nursery Coneert was
held under the patronage of Mrs.
Danie! Thiagarajah.

On the 4th of December
Navajeevanam had its Carol Ser-
vice and took part in a Com-
bined Carol Service held at the
C. S- I. Chnorch, Kilinochchi on
the 2!st.

T1e most important event
tock »olace on the 16ih Decem-
ber w.aen 'a Book entitled ** His-
torica! [Lssay on Navajeevanam
1959 --1984" was released at a
furnction at Trimmer Hall, Vem-
badi. This Book was written by
a long standing and affectionate

IN LovING MEMORY OF OUR
DEAR AMMAH 2

Kanagam Subramaniam
Called Home 8-1-1979.

" Thou dost rule the raging
of the Sea;

When its waves rise thow
stillest them” Ps. 89:9.

Station Road,
Chavakachcheri.

Samuel Jeyanaya
Gunasegaram

Called to rest on
January 4, 1964

" We shall sleep but not for ever
There will be & glorious dawn
We shall meet to part, no never
On the Resurrection morn!

Fondly remembered by
Malar, Vijeaedvi. Wini,
Jeyandran and their
families.

Jasmine Cottage,

Kopay.

IN MEMORIAM

IN EVERLOVING MEMORY
OF

Veluppillai  William
Called to rest — 14-1-1984

" Blessed are those who are
pure in heart; for they shall
see God (Matt. 5:8)

Fondly remembered by his
children, son-in-law and
Grand children.

friend of Navajeevanam and covers

the first 25 year period of the
Centre. This Book is available
for sale at the C.L.S. Book

Depot Jaffna and -at Navajeeva-
pam at Rs. 25/- per copy.
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Economic Planning of Building Construction in Tamil Areas

Mallika Rasaratnam, M. Sc. (Areh.)
Chartered Architect

- Within ten years, bgilding
construction in the Tamil pro-
vinces will be more important
than in any other region or
country. Although housmg. is
just one of the problems facing
the Tamils, because of ' ghe
displacements in thegr domicile,
a pressing need will b_e felt
more in this field than in any
other. So much so, we hgve
to discuss a lot about build-
ings construction

It sometimes seems that
the love of exploration and
adventure has died in the spl-
len slum regions of the Taml!s,
Traditionalist among Tamils
are too many. But there were
men and women who hgd seen
a problem or a public n;ed
and figured out a §olutlon.
They were too few in num-
per. Tamils. by and large, it
seems, wait till a person from
abroad comes to tell t'hem an
inventive and pioneering step
to overcome their difficultiess

Some ten years ago, in
1975, long before the awakc_an-
ing and cultural revolution
among the Tamils were much
evident, Robert Holmes, an
American, who returned to the
province after twenty years,
had the following to say about
Jaffna in his book **Jaffna
{1980)"

«“Before we leave his com-
pound we will make one *Con-
crete suggestion’ to the Jaff-
na men, for we have the rare
opportunity to suggest an eco-
nomy to some of the worlds
most economical men. Fora
great many years, the Jaffna
man has been wasting cement
by casting solid concrete
blocks, In the late 1950's
some machines for making
hollow blocks appeared in
Jaffna, but they seem to have
disappeared- For once it
seems that economy is sacri-
ficed to emotion — the feel-
ing he has that his house is
better if it is solid.”

A lot of researchers have
noticed that a Jaffna man, to
be more precise. a Jaffna bride-
groom had learned a habit to
imagine himself to be a ste-
ward; that is to say, a per-
son entrusted with manage-
ment of another’'s property.
This may be true in some
respects as regards someones
daughter and the dowry. but
it can never be true of the
general affairs. This notion of
stewardship, and the tempta-
tion to conduct the business
within the confines of an ultra-
cautious, riskless policy, so that
what is passed on to the next
generation will not be any-
thing less than what was passed
on to him, has made almost
all men in Jaffna a tradi-
tionalist,

The evolution of structural
forms in Building Construction,
in the sense that the methods
by which structures are formed
from particular = materials is
gonditioned by two forces,

One is Economic — the search
for a maximum of stability and
durabilty in building with a
minimum of materials and la-
bour. The other is expressive—
the desire to produce meaning-
ful form.

For the time being, let us
forget about the expressive as-
pect of architecture and dis-
cuss about our capacity to
make changes in structure
from the materials -available.

By and large, Architects,
all over the world, too are
cautious. Surprising use of
materials sometimes come too
swift. But introducing a new
material is not as easy as one
would imagine. It is not really
something about which one
can knock on a man’s door
cold, burst in and start talk-
ing. ' Architects always avoid
the risk of pioneering with
untried and posslbly unsuc-
cessful methods and depend
instead om proved procedures.
Such caution makes construc-
tion practices static. This is
all the more so in the north
and east.

Changes in the techniques
of architecture is unduly de-
layed: The consumer climate
is now congenial and the mar-
ket is ready to introduce
changes in building construc-
tion materials, Surely it will
not be long before some smart
pioneering business man rea-
lises that the answer to the
escalating cost of building in
the north and east will be the
use of concrete hollow blocks.

The effect of high cost of
materials is to limit the amount
of expenditure that can be re-
served for the construction
of amenities. Search for a
cheaper material is the only
way to cut down the cost of
construction

In most areas where stone
is available, it has been favour-
ed over other materials for the
construction, of monumental
architecture. Its advantages
are durability, adaptability to
sculptural treatment, and the
fact that it can be used in
modest structures in its natural
state. But it is difficult to
quarry, transport, and cut, and
its weakness in tension, limits
its use for beams, lintels, and
floor supports.

Brick compares favourably
with stone as a structural mate-
rial for its fire -and weather—
resisting qualities and for the
ease of production, transpor-
tation, and laying. Special
shapes can be produced by
moulding to meet particular
structural or expressive require-
ments Rectangular bricks are
bonded either as headers ( Short
side out) or stretchers ( Long
side out). Standard modern
types provide a ratio of width
to length of slightly less than
1:2 to permit a wide variety
of bonding patterns within a
consistent module, or standard

(Continued om page 7)

University Don on Ethnic Crisis in Sri Lanka

[ Excerpts ftom Prof. K. Sivathamby’s Address at the Jaffna College
Prize Giving, 1985,]

(Continued from our 22 & 29-11.1985 i5sue)

I refer here to the mass
exodus to the western coutries
like west Germany, France,
Sweden and others, and to the
large number of self exiles
(I am not referring here to
the refugees proper) to India,
The former greup is more
interesting. Among most of
them one could see the trans-
formation of what is given as
‘dole’ becoming dowry capital
here. The pesition of the self
exiles is also important. The
argument very often given by
them is that they are going
for the

enough amount of intellectuals,
especially in the field of social
sciences. Even  the few we
have preferred to be expatri-
ates. The problem with many
of the expatriates is that their
sense of past grievances for
outstips their present know-
l_edge of the changing realities
iIn Sri Lankan,

I think it is primarily a

problem for those who are
here.

It is at this point of time
that the role of ap institution

schooling of their like Jaffna College b
; ; ecomes
children. With the sharp rise important. -
in  educational expenses in

Your experiment in teacher-

England and America, these :
student relationship, in brings

people have mostly gone to

India. Little do they realise mgd e Cregtivily o the
that pre-university education ztu Al w1dempg ge
in India differs so much CTENSIONS of learming by

teaching industrial

from the one obtains in Sri -
become ' meaningful,

Lanka that in the case of g2
child who opts to study there
at the primary level has to
finish its first degree to get
absorbed back in to Sri Lankap
educational system This could
create problems in employment
opportunities too. To me it
looks like migration without
being aware of it.

skills, all,

Friends,

I. do accept that I have
not indicated what the answers
are to the problems I have
mentioned. [ genuinely think
that we are a bit early for
going into the answers. The
need of the hour, in intellectual
terms, isto formulate the ques-

Evidently these are alj tion, correctly. First let us
people who do not either un- have correct questions, for
derstand the change or want it. only correct questions, can

Such migrations — consciously
and uncensciously raises a vital
question — for whose benefit
is the ethnic struggle fought
out? ;

have correct answers: incorrect
questions always lead to
incorrect answers. And let us
also, not forget that the
answer always lurks within the

; o~ stion.
Given the realities of our Y€ e

existence I would say those
who are staying on, or to be
exact those who are going to
stay on, are those who are not
In position to migrate to any
other place; those who could,
are going or have already gone,

(Concluded)

Koddaimunai Methodist Church

Mrs. Thevamanie Vinayagam

The death occurred on Sun-

The most disturbing of al] 98y, Sth of December, 1985, of
these migrations is the flight Thevamanie (_Radha” wife of
ot the protessionals At one Mr. Victor Vma.yagarxf, of the
stage the flight was prompted Coconut Board, Batticaloa and

second daughter of Mr. and Mrs-
Chelliah of Sandilipay. She was
an Old Girl of Jaffna College,
Vaddukoddai and excelled in Sports
during her school days. Before
marriage, she was the Physical
Instructress at the Pandaiterruppu

by such factors as ethnic dis-
crimination. And it was that
type of professionals who
constitute the bulk of the expa-
triates who help to interna-
cionalise the Sri Lankan ‘Lamil
question

But we now see the begin- C.f'¢ School. _
nings of a flight of professionals After her early retirement,
who find it ditficult to conti- she was the Superintendent of
nue to work. This is a new the Nursery School at the Kod-
phenomenon which should cause daimunai Methodist Chureh ‘at
great concern. This, I wish to Datticaloa, She was 54 years old

repeat, is a crucial moment A&t the time of her death.
in -the history of the ethnic
struggle in Sri Lanka and of

the Tamils here.

At the Funeral Service, Mrs.
Shiamanie Devadason, a friend of
the deceased referred to her as a
simple, unsophisticated, kind heart-
ed lady who was dedicated to her
work and melted herself in the
difficult task ef making her school
excellent in every way,

It is important that at least
now the intellectuals in this
community take up the question
of charting out the possible
and the probable scenaries

It should be admitted that
the Sri Lankan Tamil communi-
ty has been denied the venefit
of a truly intellectual discussions
objective and forthright, of
their problems In our anxiety
to produce professionals we
have not been able to produce

She leaves behind besides
her husband two soms — Roy and
Lucky — twe sisters, Mrs. Thiru- |
pathy Kandiah and Mrs, Kanapa- J
thippillai of Sandilipay and Mr.
Chinnakone, a brother (Port Car-
80 Corperation ),

e Cory

v
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Winning Over Those We Differ From
b

y J. K. K. Retnanandam Leading to

(Continusd from our 25:10 1985 & 1-11-1985 issue )

After all these outstanding
o the welfare and
good name of the country, to
be . relegated to second  class
citizenship is the unkindest ‘Clvlt
of all, making the Tar'nils “]mn
shakespeare in his wail, “'Oh
what a world is this when what
envenoms him that
reward they
laboures

contributions t

is comely
wears it "' The
received for all their
was to be condemned as exploi-
ters who deprived the Sinhalese
of their opportunities. Thl.ls saw
the beginning of Sinhala animosity
against the Tamils which express-
ed itself in race riots and mob
violence.

These incidents do  mnot
exhaust the list of factors that
widened the rift between the two
msjor communities. when the
Tamils demanded some degree of
autonomy or a federal government
so that they could be free from
the disabilities they were siffering
from, the feares of the Sinhala
masses were roused about sinister
Tamil intentions. These fears, if
removed even now, will ease the
path to peace. The idea implantl
ed in their minds that regiona-
autonomy or federalism is an
invention of the devil to split
pations must be dispelled and the
truth told that these are recognised
political devices practised in many
civilised countries for the very
purpose of aveiding troubles of
the kind we have in this country,
by groupisg together people with
common linguistic, cultural, terri-
rorial and such-like ties so that
they may have the inherent satis-
faction of shaping their destinies.

The dissemination of the truth
as to what impelled the Tamil
youth to take to arms — the youth
of race of a peace-leving people
with little criminal tendencies—is a
very important step in preparing
the minds os the masses for peace,

Tellippalai Church
Mrs. G. C. Chellappah

The death occurred on 6-12-85
at her residence at Tellippalai of
Chinnachchippillai Chellappah, wife
of the late Mr. G. C. Chellappah
who was for many years in charge
of the American Ceylon Book
Depot at Tellippalai and later
Business Manager at Union Col-
lege, Tellippalai. Mrs. Chellappah
was one of the elder members of
the Tellippalai Church,

The Funeral Service was held
at her residence on Sunday 8-12-85
at 10,30 a. m. Rev, T. S. Pre-
marajah officiated at the Service,
assisted by Rev. J. N. Jeyachan-
dran of St. Mary’s Church, Ko-
pay, Sevak Rev. Sam Alfred of
the Christa Seva Ashram and
Rev. V. Rajkumar of the CSI
Church, Pungudutivu, a grand-
son cf the deceased. The Bishop,
the Rt Rev, D. J. Ambalavanar
offered the concluding prayer and
pronounced the Bendiction,

The deceased leaves behind
four sons, Dr. C. Rajendram ( Put-

tur Mission Hospital), Messrs
Rajaratnam, Rajakunanayagam,
Rajasoundram ( Staff, Nadeswara

College) and three daughters Ra-
sammah Varathungam, Rajapoopa-
thy (Staff, Union College) and
Rajadevy Gnanodayam,

barmony and eco-existence. The
Sinhala masses have been made
to think that militancy or any
opposition is tn uncalled for
exercise against the Sinhalese.
When misunderstadings are
cleared by a knowledge of the
facts, like dark threatening clouds
blowp away by a strong preeze,
leaving an open bright sky, so
also will truth emerge from the
prejudices etc., that are shrouding
it. The innate human goodness
that menifested itself on previous
occasions too in protecting Tamils
fleeing from mob frenzy will once
againg assert itself and the people
held down by induced batred,
suspicions and fears will undergo
a change of heart which will be
the corner stone on which the
structure of unity and amity can
be rebuilt. A word of solace or
comforting gesture could be a balm
to the distressed and soothe
injured feelings: An expression
of sorrow for wrongs done wittingly
or unwittingly will also go a long
way in winning over those we
have differed from. The appeals
now being made for unity within
the Sinbala fold must definitely
expand into appeals for unity of
all communities on the basis of
equality fraternity and justice in
a multiple society if national
unity is the goal, the achievement
of which will depend on the
motivating forces of sincerity, a
sense of broad humanity aud an
unswerving sense of purpose,
Let us turn to that Light
which is the source of all light
that has filtered through the
various religious traditions in
this hour eof agonising anxiety,
awful anguish, deeb distress
dangerous doubt and depressiug,
dismay in tune with that inspirng
Hymn of Cardinal Newman,

“Lead kindly light amidst
the encircling gloom.”

klv)evelopment Councils
Deadline

The 24 Development Coun-
cils in the country were elected
on a proportional representation
system in June 1981 for a four
year term which expired in June
1985. Of these 24, six Councils
could not function. They are the
Development Councils of Jaffna,
Batticaloa, Mannar, Vavuniya,
Mullaitive and Trincomalee., The
situation in these districts com-
pelled the government to dissolve
the Councils in June 1984, and
vest their powers on the District
Secretaties, a term by which the
Government Agents were known.

In June 1985, the Prime
Minister in his capacity as Minis.
ter of Local Government Hous-
ing and Construction extended for
one year the terms of the other
18 Development Councils, besides
those in the Northern and East-
ern Provinces.

The “terms’ of these eightesn
Councils will expire on 3-6-86
and elections, we learn, will be-
come necessary for all the Deve-
lopment Councils in the country
as the Development Councils Act
does not permit an extension of
the terms of office of the Coun-
cils by more than one year,

Christian Theological Classes

The Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) degree
The Bachelor of Divinity (B. D.) degree

of

The Serampore University

will commence

From June 1987, at the Christa Seva Ashram, Maruthanamadam
Preparatory Classes for the Entrance Examination to be held ;
in February, 1986 will begin

on
March 1 1986

Christians who have obtained a pass in G.C.E, {(O/L) or above
and are wishing to follow this course as full-time students can apply,
Scholarships will be given to those who wili be admitted.

Those who satisfactorily complete the course will be given
the opportunity to serve as full-time workers in Jaffna Diocess
of the Church of South India.

Please send your application before
31st of January, 1986

to
The Registrar

Lay Training Institute
. Clo, Christa Seva Ashram

Maruthanamadam
Chunnakam.

The Registrar,
Lay Training Institute,

In_brief

O One hundred and fifty Dons
from four of the countrys Uni-
versities who went abroad for
post-graduate werk have not re-
turned. 25 are from the Jaffna
University, 55 from Colombo,
51 from Peradeniya and 14 from
Sri Jeyawardenapura. The sala-
ry of a Sri Lankan Professor
is Rs. 4500/- which, amounts
to US dellars 167. A Singa-
pore Don earns 70,000 rupees
a month (7000 Singapore dol-
lars ).

Economic Planning of......
(Continued from page 2)

of measurement. It is widely
used in the 20th century, often
for nonbearing walls in steel
frame construction.

Wood in general, is easier
to acquire, transport, and work
than other natural materials,
All parts of a building can be
efficiently constructed of wood
except foundations; its disadvan-
tage is susceptibility to fire,
mold, and termites.

The development of cons-
truction methods in iron and
steel was the most important
innovation in architecture since
ancient times. These methods
provide for stronger and taller
structures with less expenditure
of material than stone, brick
or wood and can produce
greater unsupported spans ever
openings and interior or exterior
spaces The evolution of steel
frame construction in the 20th
century entirely changed the
concept of the wall and the
support. Normally, steel must
be protected against corrosiou
by surface coverings, but alloys
such as stainless steel have
been developed for exposed
surfaces Aluminium and other
light metal alloys have come
to be favoured for exterior
construction because of their
weather resistance.

(to be coniinved )

For Sale

Education and Human Rights

in Sri Lanka
by

Mr. K. Nesiah M. A.
247 pages: Rs. 20/-

Published by

the C.I.S.R.S. Jaffna.,
Available at:
C.L.S. Book Depot, Jaffoa

or

Mission Sales Centres,
C.L.S.R.S. Ashram,

Chunnakam.,

JAFFNA COLLEGE

%\.

Y. M. C. A

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
Saturday 8th February
9,30 a. m. Praise Service

Preacher

Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar
10.30 a. m. Tea
10-45 a, m. Public Meeting
1.30 p. m. Fellowship-Lunch

(Lunck Fee Rs. 15/>)

Former Members of the
Jaffna College Y. M. C. A. and
Alumni are invited.

Names should be sent to the
Secretary before 30-1-86.

A. JEYARAJAN,
Secretary.

Your prayers and presence are
earnestly solicited.

The Service of Installation

of

Thambithurai Gunaseelan

as Principal of

St. John's College, Jaffna

by

The Rt. Rev. Swithin Fernando
Bishop of Colombo

will take place
on

Thursday 9th:January 1986

at 4.00 p. m.
at

St. John the Baptist's Church,

Chundikuli

S

St. John's College:
Jaffaa,

L L —
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EBITORIAL

Prospect 1986
[ Some thowglits o the contemporary Sri Lankan political sitwation.]
cale and intensity of the military operahonst
North and East of Sri Lanka during Fhe las
with bullets from alr;borne
hearths and homes 10 the

The reported s
carried out in the
two months of th;. year lgss'any

ine guns whistling roun mal t
giixhtlrr;sige has evoked the following comment from the Indian

Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi in a sta}tement he is reported to
have made to the Press Trust of India ( PTI):— ;
“Jt is one thing to deal with terrorists. It was another t: 1vu:-
timise large segments of the population only because they belong
to a particular ethnic group.”
le in Sri Lanka
[ More than 70% of the peop : )
The statement was taken perhap; by tl;:rS'nt I;?:l;:::ngzvar‘gt
i i the Prime Ministe 2
ment as a grim postscript to e b
i i 000 repatriates who had g
India would not take 1in the 84, Apiyhoeti
i iti ip ri ding to an Indo-Ceylon Ag t,
Indian citizenship rights accor L T
i i akh of them) find the
i Tamil refugees in India (over aax m
:lv[;sl ;l;e Sri Lanka under a more salubrious political climate.

The Sri Lankan Ambassador 1n ‘Newr Delhi promptl(sl' Eool:
up the issue of reported civilian killings ll’tl: tktle ﬁ)orthsf'linLanlt:x;
ly refuting in a lengthy statemen E o the
;t:t‘;gga)l' media, what he called the several ‘*highly exaggerated
and distorted stories » carried recently on the wires of the two
pig Indian news agencies — the PTI and the UNL
i i f the Indo-
A glare of ice appeared again on the surface of
Sri Langkan waters, though it is likely to melt as it has done
on many occasions in the past.
It was G. K. Chesterton, the 20th century Novelist, Histo-

i d Poet who once
:xl;;l:haﬂnless we find that one of them i_s not a myth-_ A_hea\{y
civilian toll has again been reported in Jaffna, (this time in
the town) on January 4 and 5, 1986 when the Cease-fire Moni-
toring Board was in session. Prof, K. Sivathamby a member of
the Monitoring 'Board promptly brought to the notice of the
Army Commander, the nightmare happening all over again in
Jaffna. i

In this context, it would be difficult for anyone to taint
civilian casualties and injuries in Jaffna, on January 4 and 5,
with tactical euphemisms.

There is another side to this scenario. The CDN of 3-1-86

jas a significant news comment with the front page headline

live in the countryside.]

4sh under the caption “Lanka harvests rice surplus”. Reading
through the news item one could get a glimpse of North-
ern realities in an otherwise flambuoyant picture. The news

item reads:—

“ \What is being lost to the country in the troubled areas of the
North and East will be amply made up for, in the new regions
being opened up under the Mahaveli Development Project.”

It is a sad reflection that those who have been killed or
rendered homeless in air attacks in recent months are peasants
from the Agricultural areas as Paranthan, Kilinochi, Vavuniya
in the North and Nilaveli, Kuchaveli and Pottuvil in the East
w_here the farmers, and their teams of Agricultural labourers
_du: not haveb : even the [essential pre-requisite of civilisation —
safety in public places [ The Paranthan and Kili i E
the granary of the North.] ) o

The peasants with one accord echo those lines of the Ro-
man Poet Vergll w}xo describes the *“ world” in which the Ro-
man peasants in his day lived in these very poignant lines :~

A world where wrong and right are blent
A world that reeks with countless crime
Where evermore the plough

Lacks his honour and the hind

Is forced far from his desolate fields

And reaping hooks are strai i
ghtened in
[Of ail Latin pocts, v

Vergit (70—19 B, C 4
human heart.] <C) was an interpreter of the

Arm to Parley” was Winston Churchill’'s well kown watch
wogd during the bepond World War, implying that a civilised
nation Ashould arm itself with one hand only if it l(;: 6%
same time sow the seeds of parley with the othch(m o

Unfortunately in Sri Lanka our “ parleys
Thimpw have ended  "“mot with a bang but
As for "vseeds " of parley except for some it
the. t’remden; exhorting the army at Passing Out Parad
p‘roteut the hve§ of the people even during combat S
*a common-national consciousness” uttered by the N P S
curle AMlmster. there has been no serious attempts tatlonal a
deep stures _motivac'mg the two warring commuﬁit' Fubieal diie
sweeping feelings and problems under the rug h 5 e,
tributed to compound the issue of reconciliati%n PERie ycans

It appears as if, it is withi i
"Ar{n a_nd Parley ” that weltt?:\:etttl(l)s
conciliation.  Even the policy of

i .from Colombe to
with a whimper ”,
deals projected by

contradictory situation ot
COnafeGe

. onstruutA the path of re-
constructive engagement »
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said that we cannot understand any |
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New Attorney-at-law Colombo. Church 7(7C§L)

Mr. D. Rasanayagam J. P.

Mr. Dhananjeyan Senathira-
jah of Manipay, Jaffna took his The death occured quite sud-
oaths as an Attorney-at-law be- denly of Mr. D. Rasanayagam,
fore Mr. S. Sharvananda, Chief petired Chief Medical Technologist
Justice, Mr. Colim Thome, Mr. on Sunday, the 24th of Novem-

Justices ©of per, 1985. He was 62 years old
at the time of his death., He was
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Benja-

min Devadason of Nunavil West,

Parinda Ranasinghe,
the Supreme Court.

He is the younger
Mr. Kanthiapillai Senathirajab, 2
Senior Lawyer of Jaffna, and @
Justice of the Peace, and Un- g¢
official Magistrate, and Stella Ra-
javathy of Manipay and is a
grandson of Sayampar Kanthiapil-

son of

He had his early education
Drieberg College, Chavakach-
cheri and joined government ser-
vice in 1943 and retired after 40
years. He was a member of the

lai Notary Public, and a distin- Executive Committee of the C.S,1.
guished Tamil Scholar and poet.  Colombo Church at the time of
He had his early education his death.

at St. Jobns College, Jaffoa where
he distinguised in studies and
received several prizes, and ex-
celled in Sperts and won colours
both in Athletics and Cricket.

The funeral Service at home
was conducted by Rev. J.J. Rat-
narajah, Presbyter of the Colom-
bo Church. The tribute fm'l his
life and work was paid by Mr.
V. Navaratnam, Treasurer of the
Colombo Church.

At Law College he was the
Secretary of the Law Students
Union Thamil Mantram and re-
presented the College in Hockey
and was Captain of the Cricket
Team in 1984,

His mortal remains were cre-
mated at Kanatte on Wednesday
(27-11-85). He leaves behind
his wife Ratnamani (nee Chin-
nappah ), daughter Devaki and a
host of relations and friends to
bemoan his untimely demise.

— Cot.

He intends to set up prac-
tice in Colombo.

OL Examination, 1985 7 BRIEF

The number of candidates
who sat for the Examination in
December, 1985 is 462,000. The
marking commenced at 60 “eva-
luation centres” on 27-12-85 and
will continue till 5-1-86.

O The Second Handy Perinpa.
nayagam Memorial Lecture was
delivered at the St. John’s Col-
lege Hall, Jaffna by Prof. K. Siva-
thamby of the University of Jaff-
na on Tuesday, 31st of December,
1985 at 10.30 a. m. on " Tami-
lian Nationalism and Social
Conflicts” —an Effort to un-
derstand the eurrent ethnic cri-
sis in Sri Lanka.

The Commissioner of Exami-
nations, Mr. P. Kariyawasam has
reported that there was no dis-
ruption at any of the Examina-
tion centres.

which President Reagan favours in South -Africa, appears to have
little relevance in Sri Lanka as the ¢‘constructive side’ of the
£ engagement ” is yet to emerge. Some even think that pro-
longing the ‘engagement’ has only preduced destabilisation by
more sophisticated arms pouring into the country.

Indja’s ro_le has been to pred Sri Lanka into slow but tangible
_and 41scern1ble_progress. At one stage. it was even doubted
if India was doing all it can to bring that progress about.

'But now with the Indian Prime Minister displaying an im-
patience }mth the Sri Lankan psyche getting inured to violence
and President Jeyawardene, trying to set the stage at home to
launch a more realistic stance in the matter of *‘Devolution of
Power",. it is hoped that the Year 1986 —designated as the
International YEAR of PEACE — would mean in Sri Lanka, at

least to start with, an absence of awthoritarianism, barbarity and
brutality.

“In a democratic culture” said Prof. John Bicknell, [at the
Handy.Per{npanayagam Inaugural Memorial Lecture delivered at
Kokuvxl“Hmdu College on 23-3-83 on the subject “Roots of
Culture”], “there should be room for many kinds of trees but
they do need to have their roots in their soil .

TheA instituitonal arrangements 4er ‘Devolution' in Sri Lan-
k? ‘.‘mth iorrps of inter-provimeial co-operation, transcending
distriet or provincial boumdaries” (as the Citizens Committee
for National Harmony puts it) should work towards this end
There must perforce be a change from the murky atmosphere;
pt hatred anq disillusionment, to the rarer atmosphere of ideal-
ism an@ sacrifice, from a pursuit of a military culture, to
emphasis on people and progress. ’ &

The Christian response to m

in tl}esc words of Argentina Pr
President ) : —

ass killings is best summed up
ofessor Miguez Bonino fa WCC

A ;

(\;\7: ;ie“:.°~l‘°td' Giver, Protector and Guarantor of all Life

Yy :;D(:]l.;s;:::e iolr the defence and plenitude of all life spe-
n life, th iti st

MS Ly through all the legitimate means history
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