and scholar passed away re-
cently and his death was
mourned by his numerous old
students, and friends in Sri
Lanka, India and the United
States of America

Dr. Harrison was on the
Staff of Jaffaa College during
Mr Bicknell's regime which is
regarded as the golden era in
the history of Jaffna College.
The greatness of this period
was mainly due to the three-
men at the top — the brilliant

principal, Rev. John Bicknell,
Mr. J. Vi Chelliah, to whos2
mastery of the Eaglish Lan-

guage the Loadon Times paid
tribute. when.he went to Lon-
don for a Church Conference,
and Dr. Harrison, the celebrat-
ed educationist cum scholar.

The doctor was a man of
great personality —a collosps.
physically, mentally and spiri-
tually. He trod ‘the precincts
of Jaffna College for more than
a decade. There was a rhythm
in his gait and a regularity
in his movements.

Dr. Harrison taught  Latin
to the Senior Cambridge Class
and Latin and Logic to the
London Intermediate in Arts
Class and he produced good
results. His teaching was not-
ed tor thoroughness and re-
gularity We never knew a
day when he was ill or absent
for any reason. He would
always go prepared to teach
even the Senior Class He
would teach the whole period
without any digression, Any
student, who studied Latin
from him in the Senior Class,
could pass it in the London
Intermediate Class or the De-
gree Class.

From Jaffna College he was
transferred to the Theological
College at Bangalore, where
he prepared hundreds of stu-
dents for Church Service.

The doctor was humble
?md modest. There was noth-
Ing spectacular about him He
Was not a great speaker like
Mr. Bicknell or Mr. J. V. Chel-
liah. He did not like to dis-
play- his talents nor his Scho-
larship. He used simple lan-
guage as far as possible to
convey his ideas. He was
somewhat enigmatic. The com-
mon observer could not under-
stand h's genius behind his
placid snow-white countenance,
broad forehead and plercing
eyes, the fire of which only a
careful observer could see.

Dr.

) Harrison was an out-
standing linguist and philoso-
pher. He was steeped in the

ancient and in the modern
culturgs. His mastery of Latin
and Greek was the key for

the understanding and €XPOosi-
tion of the ancient Roman and
Greek civilizations. His sound

knowledg £ Sanskrit openzd
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knowledge of English, German
and French gave him a through
understanding of the main cur=
rents in Modern European Ci-
vilization.

The knowledge of Sanskrit
gave to the doctor an oppor-
tunity to study and probe into
the Vedas, particularly the
upanishads. which deals with
wisdom, Brahman, the soul
and the Universe As Max
Muller, * the world-moving phi-
losooher ” of Germany said
‘‘the Vedas contain some of
the highest thoughts ever pre-
sented to the human mind ".
As such, no wonder that Dr.

.Harrison was attracted by the

vedic teachings, when he was
at Jaffna College some of his
commentaries of the Upanishads
and the Bahavat Gita were
published in the Jaffna College
Miscellany in a series. These
commentaries created a taste
for philosophy in some of his
students He was one of the
American pioneers in oriental
studies in the early part of
this century Though steeped
in the-study of Christian thes-
logy. his adventurous spirit
in the pursuit of truth and
wisdom, ventured  into the
realms of philosophy, Eastern
and Western His Studied Com-
ments on the Gita, which con-
tains the essence of the Vedas,
are rather heavy for young
students to understand

Even in a short account of
Dr Harrison a word of re-
ference to his illustrious wife,
Minnie Harrison is unavoidable.
When we think of Minnie Har-
rison, our hearts swell with
emotion. She was one of the
finest Western women, who
served in our country. The
daughter of a great principal,
Rev. Hastings. she must have
inherited some of her virtues
from her father. She was a
teacher. of Latin and Eunglish
in the middle forms. Like the
doctor she was punctual and
did her work thoroughly She
created a great interest in the

student for the subjects she
taught She loved her work
and she loved the students.

Sne always had a smiling ex-
pression and her face beamed
with love, which welled up
like a spring from her heart.
she was like a mother to the
students. Whenever a student
wilfully neglected his work,
she would have a grim smile:
the boy would feel sorry and
correct himself She illumined
the premises of Jaffna College
for some years. She loved Dr.

Harrisan for his wisdom and
scholarship [heir marriage
was a union ol two enlightened
souls Her face was unruffled
by the vicissitudes and mis-~

f life When he

yrtungs of

actordad a farewell by the Student
Council of Jaffaa College on
Wednesday the “28'h inst.

He and his wife were taken
in procession form the Primary
School to the Secondary School
with ‘‘Kolladam” and Band music.

In the firewall meeting that
took Plica ia the Juaior School
Hall at 11 30 a, m. Principal Ka-
dirgamar, Mas. S. Augustine and
Miss. S. Shaathini spoke. Mas,
G} J. Guoathilagan the President
of‘the School Council presided.

Mr. W. N. Thevakadadcham
in% his reply said that Jaffaa
College was the spring-baird for
ali his syical and religious aetivities.

¥
R vl

JDCs!I
Youth Rally

The Religious Education Board
of the JDCSI conducted a four
day camp for the Youth at Vad-
dikoddai from the 22ad of May.
The theme of the Conferenc was
“Mission in Christ's Way” and
tin . leaders. were Rt. Rev. D. J.
Ambalavanar, Rev. D. R. Ambala-
vanar Rev. C. T, Roberis and Mr.
S. Jebanesan. 141 young members
of the JDCSI participated. Rev.
Jeyasingh David was in charge of
Music.

At the closing ceremony on
Sunday the 25th Mr. A, Kadirga-
mar the Principal of Jaffaa Col.
lege said that it was the best
conducted camp in recent times.
Rev, A. Jeyakumaran and Rev.
T. S. Premarajah the organizsrs
of the Camp deserve the whole
hearted thanks of the participaats.

doctor was absorbed in study
or research in his study, the
annexe in the southern side Of
the present Principals’ bunga-
low, Minnie would hesitate to
disturb him even at lunch time
or tea time,

The doctor and Mrs. [arri-
son led a noble life, They
were dedicated to the Service
of God and man They were
committed to the realization of
the Truth and the Absolute.
They were pilgrims to the
Holy Land.

The doctor was almost a
nonagenarian, when he died.
In the fullness of his life and
in the ripeness of his spiritual
experience at a stage nearing
perfection he would have had
glimpses of the Celestial Land.
He would have realized the
Iruth and would have gone
to his Master Jesus Christ
May his soul rest in  peace!
Let Jaffna College, the doctor’s
triends and his old students
perpetuate.  his memory and
that of s spiuse

Subscription
i s 50/- pe ar. ket S o i s —— e TR e S ddress
land ok Bl e Reglsletcd as a Nb“«,pnl‘mr at the General Post Office, Sri Lanka s
FOR ADVERT[SEMENTS wnder No. (_)/j/29/News/8J ik § 30 to.
Apbly 1o Established: 1841: A Christian Weekly : l’ubll%hed Every Friday$, T‘ﬁ’ Manager,
The, Manager, Vol. 146 Iarrna, Fripav, 30th MAy, 1986 No. 22 A
g ing Star’ ithoddal : RS Vaddukoddai.
Y e G RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN 1S A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE
e
| : 11 Obit
% A Tribute to Dr. M. H. Harrison Farewe Obituary
M. Sivasubramaniam. Rtd. V. P., Vaddu. Hindu College My. W. N. Thevakadadcham Mrs. p“ShParanu Kudas.
Dr. M H. Harrison, the ' to him the gate-way to the former teacher and Primry School thamby ;f Uduvil was called to
emmlrllenLAmenmn educationist ancient Indian culture, His Supervicor of Jaffaa College was Test on Friday 23rd instant and

the funeral took place at her home
at 1000 a.m. on Saturday the
24th,. - RV DG, Ratnasingham
conducted the service ard Sevak
Sam. Alfred preached the ‘sermon:
She was Jaid to rest in the Uduvil
Ce netery.

Mre. Kudditbamby was a sister
of the late Tennant Thambyappah
and sister-in-law of the late E. R.
Sabaratnam of Uduavil.

Wanted

Eaglish  Tamil Compasitors.
Persons willinpg to be trained as
compasitors and also .as -general
hands in the trade may apply
giving full details,

MANAGER, MORNING STAR.
Diocesan Office,
Vaddukoddai.

Cashier Cum Office Assistant

Application are invited for the
above post. Minimum qualifica-
tion G C.E.(A/L) 3 passes and
G. C. E. (O/L) credits in Mathe-

matics and English. - Preferencs
will bﬂg > those with pre-
vious erience. e

Please send in“ your applica-
tions before 30th June 1986 to
the Acting Medical Superintendent,
Green Memorial Hospital, Manipay-

Acting Medical Superintendent.

IN MEMORIAM

.

- IN EVERLOVING MEMORY
OF

Rev. E. K. Yesuthason
Called to Rest on 01-06-1959

The fragrance of our. Love
and affection still glows bright
though nearly three decades yos
are far from us in the Land of
Glory. £
Affectionately remembered

by his loved ones.

Uduvil.
IN MEMORIAM

L —

IN EVER LOVING MEMORY
OF
P. W. Ariaratnam
Called to rest on. 5-6-1976
Sweetly distill
In dawning fra»shncss
Fair memories still
Of thy noble greatness.
affectionately remembered
by his wife children and
grandchildrea. 4

Malar Vasa,
Vaddukodd.i,

-
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 EDITORIAL : '
Growing, Pains
irie y i inder tension and feat. Secu-
he country today 18 a tinderbox of e
rity'[;ueidelines yhave been drawn up by the Defence bega.tg‘:‘t ’
“Mr. Sepala Attygalla, for all Ministries and Goyernment Dep:
‘ments to defuse the homb phoebia-
e i s are
mong the mandated precautionary measures a y ¢
“h.nrd?e entgry " to all government offices anq nuhflu tplf;[mte;, S?g;o
also ints, sectionalisation © sta enable
et B o e mech | heads for implementing
ibility to devolve on sectional heads |
:ﬁiposlzst::meyand finally even simulation exercises ( with 5]ummy
‘bombs ) to check on the alertness of officials in observing the

rules laid down-
~ But to cap all,

« a double

the sending of Tamil officers on c.m‘npul‘sgry
~ leave, notably in the SLBC and the State controlled Television
netwc;rk, the Rupavahini, was deemed necessary (0 keep up the

peoples’ morale. Under whatever cloak the i

decision was taken,
‘this measure was unfortunate as it ultimately boiled down to a
crisis in confidence:

erhaps help us to keep our sights ‘clearer.
On ﬁlefjkivsvglzzcifmt;ye rf]uly [;953 disturbances, thff_ prestigious In-
ternational Economist Of 20-8-83.‘ made a Slgmllcdl“ll comment.
The foreign journal stated that it was the t~>Etrem|sts on b’oth
sides who _had emerged ‘strengthe_ned in the butchery . }‘he
Sinhalese chauvinists achieved their gr\mal'y aim, t he 'destlu_cuon
of the Tamil economic base, the ."lamll 'tprrgnsts achieved
their goal, a geographical and political polarisation of the com-

munities. ; P

At a time of crisis it is not enough that' we hit just the

most popular note It is important that we with composure, hit
~ the correct mote-

The bomb explosions in Colomho were followed in the N'onh
by a military offensive of massive proportions. Two operations,
termed ‘turn around of troops’ and a ¢ route clearance thrust’
saw the Jaffna town area virtually under a _siege from May 16
to 20.

There is no estimate of over-all casualties But the aerial
bombing and strafing of Jaffna town on the evening of %20-0-80
was reported in the CDN of 21-5-86. The bombing and straf-
“ing appears to have been part of an operation of an * air-
cover” provided by security forces to ¢4 returning army patrol”
to reach their barracks.

~ Bombs fell at two points according to CDN news report,

with 46 injured, (38 men and & women) who were treated at

_ the Jaffna Hospital, which itself had its roof damaged by heli-

. copter firing. Making the news at the same time were also
iwo borpb§ which were reported as having fallen ¥ harmlessly ”
on an irrigation pond in Jaffna town.

But, according to eye witnesses from outlying areas, some
of the not so _harmless _bombs appear to have fallen on some
business establishments in the heart of the Jaffna bazaar, with

ﬁc];o-g?gse smoke billowing over the town till late in the night

- With allttlt:e pride of Sri Lanka's war arsenal the offen-
sive was not by any means confined to the Jaffna town al 9
and its suburbs, Koddady and Pannai. =,

In_jthe coastal areas of Sempianpatin, Kaddaikadu and Ma-
munai_in Pt. ?edro electorate, and at Mandaitivi, Allaipiddy and
Mankumpan 10 the_Kayts electorate, there has been a three
pronged attack on v1ll'agers. Gunhoats confronted them at sea
and ‘bon!bers angl heh90pters took them on on terra ﬁ»-nm:
[ATwo bombs_ yvhlch failed to explode were found in the Valvai
area, according to the Eclgmurasu (26-5-86). : i
53 feet long and weighed 56 kilograms] ¢

The panorama is not, perhaps, complete wi PR
kesanthurai electorate, represented for m;[:uy ye::;h?)‘;t &‘hl: ' lli\:r?nl
tead:r Mr."S. J. V. ghelvanayakam Q C, known to his constil-
o‘;‘entt?ea:las:.sili‘l‘::\hg t( Teanmg faxl)er ). The army occupation
.. de:n ra Qollege with an enrolment of nearly
vschools ce th'e NorL;\ShtlEuuon of these students among three
e e '10, 16 t_axodus .0( many farmers and indus-
L hgv n, leaving behind their homes and even their
o scz;rerte:)ade a l'mman dent in the area which 'is‘
R over. The tempo of military activity in

as been terrific for some time, according to rt*p()rtr“.

The compulsive obsession with defence i
justi . N defence in the North c:
kt)g lui:,lﬁedf‘f‘le:;ly by bluming “Citizens Committees for '\:;10(
ey bave failed to do (when violence ernpted hetween (ac gt
- among Tamil groups . or by faulting Indian official o e
of certain words to describe the rough edges yalsfor the use
Devolution Scheme: dges of Colomt

Each bomb was

0’8 new

The Olive Branch which the ri i
s Lanka heid
Parthasarathy for advice is now l;mgui:;ln‘ug w' X n;'m %\/_lr G
ral attgmpts since then, to keep it green) ~1;»‘.;irll]la:.lrlll\"[ seve-
nance in the suliry Sri Lankan political climate k of suste-
of those poignant lines from Shakespeara’s Smeetre{‘%n‘dlm

34 )

ShE MORNINE STAR . ———

ew of the Ethpic Problem

e

An Optimistic Vi
By :

Vol. 146 k

o LI Retnanandam
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7. The next place of honour
tor trying to bridge the widen=
ing gap petween the Sinhalese
and Tamils g0€s to thet oldest
living Parlimentarian Mr.
Dahanayake who since rely asked
in Parliament what objection
there could be for granting
Rederalism to the Tamils on
the lines suggested by the Indian
P M. There was no answer,
for there was no political will

8 On the heels of Mr.
Dahanayake’s query came con-
cerned U S. Senator Edward
Kennedy 's suggestion to settle
our trouble by granting Federa-
lism as obtaining The U e S
Canada and so on. There was
no response to this too for the
same reason.

These utterances of good-
will apart there have been
praiseworthy practical efforts at
re-conciliation -the Hindu Ash-
va-Medha-Yaga, the jointpra-
yers and poojas on New Year
day, the march from Wellawatte
Temple to Galle Face Green,
the Padayatra upcountry by
Sarvodhaya are all  worthy
examples. [f the media reports
are correct that there is a
trickle of Tamil refugees trekk-~
ing back home from India and
that they are being welcomed
and looked after by government
agencies, it is indeed good news:
The report of unofficial meetings
in South India between the
mtelligentsia and  influential
sections of that country and
S. L counterparts 1s another
good portent.

9. More effective evidences
of such conciliatory acts and
unequivocal utterances for peace
are needed if the bud ot good-
will now in formation 1s to
blossom into a full-grown
tragrant flower radiating sweet
odours of {raternal feelings,
human sympathy, magnanimity
etc. which are essential ingre-
dients for corporate and co-
existent living even in a Federal
set-up. There is evidence of
hardened feelings softening on
the Sinhala side and there must
_be reciprocal feelings for reap-
ing the full benefits of this
climatic change. The ordinary
citizenry - Sinhalese, Tamils
Muslims, Burghers-have encluredv
l_nu'ch hardship but of them all
it is the Tamils who have gonc'
through hell-fire. All yearn for
the return of peace and pray
that their leadership, without

by I_:|lucs that fester, smell

Far worse than weeds.”

On the 1981 Census i
SLHRG Ot ensus, a little
[amils lived in the Eastern and

cial call for Peace
call for Peace will only be a betrayal of the Tamil peoples

MrviSs DB f ak
L ﬁl:dil]dll.l}’d[lxt), M. P., concluding his welcome
£ C s s tixeellenc B 1 v Presi
public of China during I;vig V1:1;(”(”\‘”:1i‘1h( President of the Res
& $ S 0 a_qp .
siGhing  ha 5 . Anka on 11-3-86 said +—=
B ,“ : 5 different minorities in one nation May this
oric adition yhten  our psople i B . ¥
are fiading i people in Sri L.anka where we
S onalitie g e "Iy" problems facing us to unite three va*
& result of 450 years of foreigu domination.” -
Whither is fled i ; b
/ »;; er s Jeed the wvisionary gleam?  Wh 7
glory and ith / Lo 3 b s 1 w
glory ¢ dream"” cried William Wordsworth t. nOEe
sworth
egister v J £ 4 "
Reg ered % Newspaper al the G, P.O., St Lank A /oA 7:;;‘
Printed lor ihe /901N etk SiEEs
Lo i o * Jallna Diocese of e Churct o ,’ s,
3 a Baukesantburai Road Jaffn 1di W Sr) oans
ublisl 0a na
ublish 198G
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sham

further dalliance and without
hedging wlll go to the negotiat.
ing table at the first opportunity
and solve the problem that has
defied satisfactory solution so
long.

10. There must be a
determination not to leave room
for such a sad situation as the
one described by Bishop Ambala-
vanar, who was constrained to
remark at a reception for the
Canadian High Commissioner on
the occasion of the opening of
the new Y. W. C. A. building,
likening the people in the penin-
sula to prisoners awaiting exe-
cution of sentence of death,
while referring to the additional
instruments of death in operation
now-aerial bombings, helicopter
shootings, heavy artillery firing
form army camps and cannon
firing form naval craft, which
take heavy toll of civilian lives
and propetties.

It must not be forgotten
that the Tamils have paid a
great price, and they naturally
expect commensurate compensa.,
tion by way of a generous
gesture in being granted the
power to manage their own
affairs through an autonomous
body

| >F or Sale

Books published by the
Christian Institute for the
Study of Religion and Society,
Chunnakam

(1) What on the Earth is the
Church for? (in Tamil)
Translated by :

Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar

Rs. 10/-

Education and Human Rights
in Sri Lanka.

by: Mr. K. Nesiah
Paper book : Rs. 20/-
Library edition: Rs. 30/=
(3) The World, Men and Matters
Vol. II.

by: Dr. S. Kulandran _
Rs. 40/-

(4) The Gospal in the World

Essays in. Honour of Bishop
Kulandran

by
and Laymen.

renowned

Church leaders

Rs. 75/-
Obtainable at:
The CLS Book Depot, Jaffoa
or 2
The Study Institute The Ashram!
Chunnakam.
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aver 74 per cent of Sri Lankan
Northern Provinces. A superfis

i

Oth  May

)




	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

