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The Annual General Meeting
of the Northern District Council
of the Y’s Men International Sri
Lanka Region was held on the
27th June, 1986 at the Y.M.C.A.,
Jaffna. The following were elected
office bearers for the year 1986/87:

District Governer — Bertram
R. R. Sinniah ( Re-elected )

District Governor— ( elect ) —
E.S. Curtis ( Manipay)

Secretary — S. A. Ariyadeva
(Chavakacbcheri )

Treasurer —
singham ( Jaffoa)

Director (Service & Extension)
Bobby jebarajan ( Manipay )

M. Pararaja-

Tae following were elected
office-bearers for the Y’s Men’s
Club of Chavakachcheri for the
year 1986/87 :

President — B. Mahinda.

Vice-President — J. S. Sarava-
namuthu.

Secretary — S. A. Ariyadeva.

Treasurer — R. Sabapathipillai.

of the JDCSI was held at Tellip
pallai on Saturday the 19th ins-

tant.

The rally began at 9.00 a. m.
with a praise service in the Tel-
lippallai Church. This was follow-
ed by a procession of the Sunday
School Cbildren. At 10.30 a. m.
churches and individuals who won
places in the circuit level compe-
titions rendered musical items.

In the after-ncon plays, and
dances depicting Christian themes
were staged in the Union College
Hall. Mr. G, R2janayagam Direc-
tor of the Religious Education
Board and Rev. A. Jeyakumaran
the Chairman of the Childrens
Work Committee thanked the
members of the Tellippallai Church
for the excellent arrangements
made for the Rally.

Members of the Board —S. C.
Rajaratnam, S° G. Deva, Donald
Chellaiah, ‘Malar Rajoo, Joy Ariya-
adev. Devi Saravanamuthu. Amir-
tha Mahinda.

S. V. Balasingham Memorial Scholarship Award

The above awird was inijtiat-
ed by the members of the Round
Table ( Teachers Guild) of Jaffna
College in memory of 2a very
affectionate colleague and Princi-
pal, the late Mr. S. V. Balasin-
gham who died suddenly of a
heart attack at the age of fifty.
This award is given to the best
academic performance at the G.C.E.

Ordinary Level examination enab-
ling the scholars to complete their
Advanced Level at Jaffna College.
A review of the awards and the
achievement of scholars in later
life will be of great interest and
encouragement to the present day
well wishers, Alumni, prarents,
teachers and friends.

Year Name of Scholar Present Position of Scholar
1970 Kanagaratnam' Shanmugaratnan — Doctor, M. R. C P. (Lon-
don ), working m_U. K.
1971 B.T. L. Jeyasingham — Postgraduate qualification in
Engineering.  working in
Canada.
1972 Kanagaratnam Sivakumar — Doctor. M..R. C P. ( Lon-
don ), working in U. K.
3 — Lecturer in Sociology Uni-
e e versity of Peradeniya (on
scholarship .abroad).
1974 Arumugam Murganesan — Graduate in Agncsullt]ml'e. :
1975 Sanmugam Sithamparapillai — Post Gr_aduate cholar in
Engineering, Bulgaria.
i i .Chemistry,
1 4 Th anther —  Lecturer in Bio
R, v Private Medical College,
Jaffoa. :
Vasanthy Somasunderam — Graduate in Home Science,
; i handran —  General Clerical Service,
1977 Kalyani Rimachandr i,
1978 Not Awarded. . ]
illai iah — Engineering student, Katu-
1979 Velupillai Thevaraja g
1980 Rubarany Sivanesan — Medical Faculty, Madras.

" Nalini Nadarajah

Sundararajsh Nesananther
Navukarasy Vijeyaratnam

1981
1982

1983 Guparatnam Jeyasingham

Gunpathilagan =

1984 Das Balashankar

Poopalapillai Y ogachandran :
Benjami

Nirainithy Sivaguru
Sundararajah Sarvananther
Guruswamy

A1}
1985
1986 Bavani

oy

— Private Medical College,
Jaffoa.

— Scholar in Medicine, Russia.

— Awaiting admission to Uni-
versity.

Medical Faculty, Jaffna.
~ Indian College — Prospec-

tive candidate for Engineer-
ing.

Advanced Level student at
Jaffna College.

— A/L student in J. C.

— A/L student in J. C.

— A/L student in J, C

m —

Black Rain, by Masuji Ibuse (translated by John Bester): -
Tokyo, Kodansha International, 1969,

Hiroshima,

by Joho Hersey:

New York, Alfred Knopf, 1985

(new eddition with a final chapter written forty
years after the explosion) .

Empire of the Sun, by J.G. Ballard: New York, Simon and
Schuster, 1984.

(All books can be found in the Daniel Poor Library at Jaffoa

College. )

I‘ve been on a kind of
Orient Express this last spring!
It all started when I read a
review of john Hersey’'s new
novel on the American mission
experience in China in the
twentieth century. But I bhad
fo wait some time for The Call
to come. Being already primed
for the trip. I first delved into
J. C. Ballard’s new novel Empire
of the Sun, a story that most
vividly traces the daily life of
an 1l-year -old English boy
through internment in a Japanese
prison camp near Shanghai.
Treating this type of subject
matter with humor may seem
irreverent to some. but the
effect is perhaps all the more
devastating. We follow the
prep-schooll boy identified only
as Jim on all kinds of boyish
adventures: we smile sometimes
with delight, sometimes with
dread at the scrapes and mear-
misses, It all makes the de-
pressing atmosphere of the
demoralized internees ‘and their
truly abominable living condi-
tiens somehow more human —
the Japanese - soldier’s tolera-
tion of Jim’s pubescent ad-
miration; Dr Ransomes uses
for Jim’s too abundant nervous
energy in the ‘‘clinic. “ in the
garden, and in Latin lessons
for the school classes he does
not really want to return to;
the shady American sailors in-
volved in black- mraket activities.
Jim’s completely self-absorbed
relations with the internees and

the enemy soldiers helps us
both to see the realities of the
starvation of his camp, - the
death marches designed to
‘‘eliminate ” the sick and weak,
as well as the hopeless medical
situation, and at the same time
enables us to avoid a too pathetic
or sentimentalized reaction to
the plight of these unfortunate
victims of the Japanese deter-
mination to annex China to
their ** Co-Prosperity sphere,”
The novel maintains the point

of view exceedingly well, and

we experience these war years
in Shanghai and the airfield
prison camp through the eyes
of a very curious boy who is
at the same time unaware that
he is becoming a neurotic,
emaciated wreck. He is sepa-
rated fron his parents early in
the novel in the confusion of
the Japanse takeover of Shanghai
and is only reunited with them
at the end, when they them-
selves are sick wrecks. before
Jim is shipped off with his
mother to England for good-
Jim is a kind of twentieth-
century Huckleberry Finn; yet
he has no real companion but
“his own imagination, and his
raft is his consuming interest
in and passion for the Japanese
aircraft he sees zooming over-
head and whose wrecks he
almost worshipfully explores on
the ground.

(to be continued)

Memorial Service

On Monday the 2lst ingtant

a Service was held at the Christa

Seva Ashram Chapel Maruthana:
madam in remembrance of the
late Mr. Michael Goanapragasam
second year student of the Insti:

tute of Ly Trainiog and Evan- .

gelism. Sevak Sam Alfred assisted
by the Rev. D. R. Ampalavanar
and the Rev. S. P. Jéyasingham.
The lessons were read by Mr.
A. Sinnathamby and Mr. C. Ulaga-
nathan students of the Institute.

Tributes were paid by Mr.
V. Guparatnam a member of the
teaching staff and Mr. T. H. Va.
santhakumar a colleague of Mr.
Michael Gnanapragasam.

The sermon was preached by
the Rev. S. P. Jeyasingham and
Rt. Rev. D. ]J. Ambalavanar pro-
nounced benediction.

Later the portrait of the late
Michael Gnanapragasam was un-
veiled in the Institute Hall by
Rt. Rev. D. ]. Ambalavanar. Rev.
D. C. Ratnasingham sang a theva-
ram at this moving ceremony.

The wife and child of Mr.
Gnoanapragesam, his hrothers fa-

IN MEMORIAM

cifie)

IN LOVING MEMORY

OF

Mrs. Aona Nesammah
Arudpragasam

(On the Centenary of her birth)
24-7-1986

“ When we meet our loving
Saviour,
What a happy hour 'twill be,
When we're gathered with
our loved ones,
And their happy faces see!"

Inserted by

her daughter Malar G am
VijeyaDevi Thambyahpillay
WimalaRaj

Jeyandran and their familes.

mily and a representative gathere
ing attended this service.

\
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“had replied tartly that the British mercenaries in

A 25-7-1986

EPITORIAL
Winning the Peace

hit the nail squarely when it said

iington Post . -
Dhiyiasishe a enmities have reached a point that

recently that in Sri Lvank
makes easy solutions improbable-

Soon after his arrival in _Sri Lanka with the h\;:;:?:nll:{
TULF delegation to meet President chaw:nrc}'eniltoAc A(ﬁirtha-
tain issues arising out of the ¢ new pr('u‘)osu]‘s é'-«]r.~ d. e
i et Genfer%‘laglfiIth:ivilliL'frl;;'l(i:lt;io:(:: Sri Lanka
:ﬁ:gg'htllI];t'é.'?hwgls":l(’);:e%uoo. The figure since his appearance
on TV, has shot up to some 7750 or even more- i

i the week July 12—19, while the lilght-par v eace
Talk]g,urwli\r/lgfe in progress at the BMIC[I (on Pro'v‘x‘rjl?lgl S%O%lz‘nct:)l\l,s
as an anti-dote to the ethnic conﬂt_ct).and the lh:‘ 0y qm_):
for supplementary talks with _thg President on the saed d;)wn
ject, ;more than 150 Tamil civilians have E)een gtlmn pranh
by security forces — at Mutur, Neduu/eeru.y. Iavat-ku am, {4
mialec and Adampan — in the very Provinces which are g
considered for a devolution of powers

President Jeyawardene at the request of _th_e TULF leader
has; it is learnt, ordered an inquiry into the mqndents at Mutur,
where 67 Tamil civilians have been reported killed by security
forces, some 30 of whom, being from the refugee camps of
Manal Chenei, Peruveli and Paddithidal — men, women and c.t'nld-
ren. The SR of 19-7-86 reports that the assailants were * Pa.
kistani-trained black-shirts * i

There is incontrovertible evidence that 'meltce.naries' in _Sri
Lanka are playing an increasing role in the training of security
forces who are being unleashed in the quthem and E?stgrp
provinces to try their new-gained skills on innocent Tamil civi-
lians more than on militants. 2

Foreign Minister Shiv Shankar of India had questioned Sir
Geoffrey Howe the British Foreign Minister, about the presence
‘of British mercenaries in Sri Lanka to train Sri Lankan secu-
rity forces in the ‘war’ against Tamil Terrorists. Sir Howe,
Sri Lanka
are employees of a Channel-Islands —based company — Keeny
Meeny Services (KMS2. It was a private company over which,
Sir Howe said, the British government had no control. [Daily
News 18-7-86].

But the Indian Foreign Minister did not take the explana-
tion for what it was worth. Shiv Shankar’s reply is of interest
to us as reflecting the kind ot forces which are now acting
out on the stage of Sri Lankan politics with Sri Lankan Tamils
as the ultimate victims. Mr. Shiv Shankar i§ reported to have
told Sir Geoffrey Howe in Britain:—

“KMS trained bodyguards are used to protect British embassies
in Amman and Beirut and this implies a much closer relation-
ship between KMS and Whitehall than officials care to admit.’.

(Daily News 18-7 86)

It is Shiv Shankar too who has also disclosed in the Lok
Sabha. recently that Pakistan supplies arms and armoured cars
to Sri L.a_nka. Some of the arms are manufactured in Pakistan,
others imported and sold to Sri Lanka. Till 9-7-86, the exodus

from Sri Lanka to South India has totalled a staggering 1,27,157
refugees. - ;

We  hope our comments do not savour of a digression
Peacg between the two communities in Sri Lanka so estranged
by violence 'and political discord for three ‘years cannot bz now
forzgq by dnsgordant note at the PPC Table or by a massive
mobilisation of_troops with mercenaries recruited from many

countries overtly and covertly, stokin
¢ . g the .flam e
tions, outside the Table. . R e

On the Political solution it

) 10 self, there are vague areas. The
Contqmlttee on General Devolution has, according to news re-
p;);streqo;lnmended thgt the Governor be appninted by the Pre-
sleenmv:lt t:)ut consulting the Chief Minister, elected by the peo-
ge 't at the powers of the Governor be delegated by the Presi-
adr\:' and_ he (the. governor) to exercise these powers on the
havlecethm the Chief Minister. The Governor it is learnt will
Constitu?tigzmeT[lmw%. a_z the Governor General in the Soulbury

- The President will also have the i
L ent ! power to =
:(:(l::ediangf’rovmmal Co’l.ln‘ncﬂ in an Emergency for a period dl:<S>t

one year- This is only one com
; : e on

of the Devolution Scheme we have noted e el

£ )
s t s:;:]ketsh us”at first g’l'ance that the powersof the ** Presi-
Lo Po:er Golyemor contradict the very spirit of Devo-
i ¥ The less a statesman amounts to', runs a
i the more he loves the flag”. Anyway, we do not
. contradict now the contradictors., | :
elem’glfs ;Z:;htlcal scenario in the island today has in it all the
4k HarShacoAlﬁuszon,. enigma and umcertainty, The UNP Chair-
R bq;)’maelds:gatk;(ais,lotr: instructions from the Presi-
d back t ed letters of resi i i
e i signations
UNP Membhers of Parliament tendered to President Jexxcw?dé::
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« yoluntarily” before the 1932 referendum  The letters of res
signation were used by the UNP to vacat_e 18 seats for the
mini-general election of May 1983. In many instances, the mem-
ber who vacated the seat was the UNP candidate at the by~
election What the return now of the res_lgnatlon letters to
UNP MPs denote, is left to our readers to judge.”

The SLEP after a four-hour session of its Working Com-
mittee on 13-7-86 rejected the Provincial Council proposals and
decided to stay out ot the PPC Table. The ten-page letter of
Mrs. Srimavo Bandaranayake to the President gives some weigh-
ty reasons why the SLIP chose to reject the proposals, as for
instance the fears which the Party entertains of **an unending
struggle of a greater accumulation of power by one or more
provinces and of the possible re-enacting of the Indian drama
of a centri-fugal struggle of the states with the Central govern-
ment -

But unfortunately the last part of the letter appears fo des-
cend somewhat from this sublime level to subjective overtones
colouring the argumets :—

‘“The proposal will inexorably underwrite the country’s final dis-
integration as a nation with very little left for its own people,
be they Sinhalese or Muslims or Tamils while the Indian com-
munity led by the CWC leader, Mr. Thondaman will garner the
richest erop — that is not only tea.”

The most vocal of the Left-Party Leaders Vijea Kumarana-
tunga after two visits to Madras to meet the Tamil Resistance
Groups came with many good suggestions which have, as yet,
not been implemented. He has now thrown a challenge to any
political party in the South to venture on a visit to the North.
He himself has not, as yet to our knowledge made the trip he
envisages.

In the meanwhile, we also read with considerable interest
the statement issued by the Catholsc Bishops’ Conference (CBCSL)
jointly with the NCC Justice and Peace Commission, urging the
political leaders to shed ‘‘personal and political differences” and
stating that “a& new spirit of honesty, humility and mutual res-
pect, the awareness of the basic need for preserving the human
rights of all citizens, tirrespective of community,...... are essential
for peace”. . )

This was also the purport of the address of the Bishop of
Jaffna at the St. Patricks College Prize Giving on 18-6-86, ten
days after 31 fishermen were killed and bayoneted off the Man=
daitivu coast reportedly by the Pakistani-trained ‘men in black’.
The desperate plight of the fishermen in the North prompted
the Bishop of Jaffva who was at the bleeding point of their
struggle to appeal to the UNO'in the hope of saving them
from what looked as a well planned scheme of wiping out of
a whole community in the name of maintaining ‘security’
[The ‘new proposals’ of the government for a political solution
were not then in the news.]

But the furore in the national dailies emanating from the
South was, to the citizens of the North, a bitter pill. Particu-
larly unfortunate, it seemed were the comments of an “inde-
pendent organisation” of the R.C.Church which condemned the
Bishop of Jaffna ¢ himself a membr of the prestigious CBCSL ),
when the Catholic Bishops' Conference had already disposed of
the issue and expressed its views in the national media. We |
do not have to our knowledge ‘ independent” church organisa-
tions (apart from Laymens Associations) in the Methodist Church
or the Anglican Church or the Church of South India in Sri

Lanka ) The role such organisations can play i
nk he su y in the
political crisis is minimal. e

The Chris'ti‘an Church in Sri Lanka is not being asked to

& solved" the Tamil problem. But the Church has an authen-
tic and inescapable responsibility to stand up for the i i

- e A

late, thg unseen, the little understood, marginalised rlx?:;sncgf

people in the country, in their hour of agony, irrespective of

their race, religion or geographical region to which they belong.

Two simple memorial columns commemmorate in Jaffna,
fishermen killed by security forces —one at Mandaitive in me-
memory of the 31 fishermen who fell victims to cruel assasing
on 10-6-86 and the other at Velanai in memory of the nine
fishermen of ** Thinaikulam ”, Ramanathapuram, ( killed allegedly

by Sri Lankan security forces), whose bodies were washed
ashore at Velanai.

; A_s to the prospects of the success of “a political solution”
in Sri Lapkzl. we are reminded of what Salvador Laurel, the
Vice President of the Phillipines said when he was asked about

Cory Aguino’s ability to lead the nation i
¥ a n the fa :
problems ;— ce of her new

“
When people see you meaning what you say and sayl’ﬂg'
what yowu mean, that's & lot.”

> L ——— e SR——_ |
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