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Opening of the Christian
Publication Centre

The Christian Publication
Centre (Thirumarai [llam} was
declared open on Saturday the
26th instant by Rt Rev D. J.
Ambalavaner. This Publishing
House situated at 182, First
Cross Street Jaffna will be the
centre for publication, distri-
pution and sale of Scripture
and other Christian literature-

The opening was followed
by a sale of large number of
Bibles and Bible portions.

In Massachusetts U. S. A.

Sri Lankan Prime Minister
R. Premadasa’s Meeting at a
Technical Institute could not
be held due to a demonstra-
tion by 60 odd youths in pro-
test against the arrest and tor-
ture inflicted on an old stu-
dent of the same institution
Mr, Manikalingam Ramanujam
aged 24 when he arrived in
Sri Lanka to take up a post
as lecturer in Physics at a
University in Sri Lanka.
— Eelanadu of july 31sw 1986.

Confirmation Day in Vanni

Confirmations took place in
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I received a oopy of John
Hersey’s stunning short tjo
cumentary on the lives of SIX
survivors, Hiroshima, before The
Call came and, since I had
never read it.» decided it was
high time. It is a slender
volume, but it packs a punchs
and is made even more impoI-
tant today by an up-date th_at
gives the later developments 1n
the lives of the six survivors
he originally selected. Nothing
surprised me more than He-
rsey’s statement that the Japa-
nese government never voted
aid for the surviving victims
until as late as 1954. nine years
afterward, and that it then took
three more years before a
relief bill was passed :

Writes Hersey:

...on August 6, 1955 delegates
from all over the world gathered
[in Hiroshima] for the first
world Conference against Atomic
and Hydrogen Bombs. Oa its
second day, a number of hibaku
sha |affected survivors ] tearfully
testified to the government’s
neglect of their plight.”

While reading Hiroshima 1

the Churches in the Vanni on came across Black Rain, by the
Sunday 15th July. The Rt- Rev. pighly regarded Japanese nove-
Dr. Thomas Savundranayagam. jist Masuji Ibuse. With consi-
Bishop of the Mannar Diocese gerable wry wit as well as

which includes the Vavuniya
district paid his Pastorl visit to
Vavupiya and conducted con-
firmation services at St. Anto-
ny's Church Vavuniya and the
Church of our Lady of Heaven
in Komarasangkulam.

The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambala-
vanar C. S. I. Bishop in Jaffna
also conducted confirmation
services at the Anglican Church
of the Holy Spirit and at the
C. S 1. St. Peter’s Centre.

It was the first time in the
history of the Anglican Church
in Vavuniya in its 114 years
that a C S. 1. Bishop conduct-
ed a confirmation service. It
augurs well for oooperation in
the field of mission of these
two denominations which are in
communion with each other.

Weddings:

Ariyanayagam — Bartlett

The ma;riage of Dr. Vara-
gunan of King Lymn Hospital

restraint, Ibuse treats the same
theme by traoing the life of
one family wha are trying to
find a maririage partner for
their medically affected, but
otherwise seemingly healthy
niece, Yasuko. In the process
the main oharacte, the girl’s
uncle, Shigematsu, prepares his
old “ Journal of the Bobming”
as a document in evidence of
the experience his niece has
gone through in order to clear
her of any blame in the mtter! —
( anilest the younger Japanese
generation forget ).

For affectod famales were
having a difficult time fiinding
marriage partners, once their
experience became known to the
proposed partner’s family. Ibuse
covers much of the same ground,
literally, that Hersey does, but
I like Ibuse’s novel for it is
foremost the holocaust of
Hiroshima seen through Japanese
eyes The horrors of Shige-
matsuw’s memories — shuffling
day after day through tee ruined
and somking city, searching for
friends or running errands for

Norfork and son of Mr. and his company whose major con-

Mrs. Ponniah
with Iswari
and Mrs Leslie Bartlett

ated at the

The service was
by a well aitended

Hotel Ramada Renaissance.

Ariyanayagam
daughter of Mr.
took
place on Wednesday 16th July
at the C.S.1 Church Wellawatte.
The Rev. J. J. Ratnarajah offici-

- marriage service
assisted by the Rev Dr. D. ]
Kanagaratnam. The homily was
preached by Rev. Kanagaratnam.

followed
reception
held by the bride’s parents at

cern, in the midast of the acute
suffering of thousands, seems
to be to locate a coal supply
so that it can continue manu-
facturing military clothing — are
palanced with the polite way
that even severely wounded
Japanese deal with one another,
even to being apologetic for
their condition This in itself
is an interestingly oblique com-
ment on our concept of civili-
zation, eastern or western : the
forms of social tradition, so
elaborate in this highly cultured
society, ~contrast with the
timmensity of the savage des

fore]
-
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Express
Dr. Robert Porter

our last issue)

; Halleys
trucion wrought by “‘the- yReoet

bomb. ’ And while his humor
may be wry. the gseriousness
of the consequences of this
type of destruction undrelies
the novel from beginning to
end At one point he says:

(A Special Suppliment of The
Jaffna College Miscellany 1985.)

Price Rs. 15/-

Christian Publications Centres
182, First Cross Street,
Jaffoa.

In olden times people used to
say that in an area badly rev-
aged by war it took a century
to do repair the moral damage
done to the inhabitants ..
The implication for contemporary Books Available at the
times is mind-boggling- Christian Publication Centre

After a decade or_more of 182, First Cross Street, Jaffna -
surivival and improving for-
tune, Yasuko, the niece, begins

Holy Bible (Tamil)

ut)x develop ltlhe _?Fmpt%ms hof . Jndian Edition Rs. 50/-
the terminally ill; and thus i o M ;:

Shigematsu's efforts to help pgapore Bdition  Re. 40/-
his niece prove futile. although Testament Rs. 10/-

they have provided the reader Ne

: )4 : Test
with an intimate, touching, feicegy aud Bsalins

sometimns funny. often horrify- l‘“d, Cover Rs. 20/-

ing and thoroughly Japanese astic Cover -~ Rs. 20/-

view of fhe obliteration of Brevier Bible

e 0 ( Enlish Rs. 300/-
The call finally did come, ;

and, even though it runs to N“(]"“Sf”em Bibig

700 pages. 1 have seldom been English ) Rs. 700/-

so fascinated with ever age
of a novel. A w1dely syn)t'iicgtgd and all the Publications of the
reviewer, while acknquledging Chrfstian Institute for the Study.. .
the eﬁceptioal capabilities of of Religion and Society and
john Hersey as a writer, com= Jaffna College Publications.
plains of the surfeit of "detail™ ™ %*Mm R

in the book. It is just that
makes the book so fascinating
to me! Anyone interested in
China or in mission work,
particularly Amerécan rglssngn
activity as carryed out by the
L CR ia the first halfof'thisw s R Rer (RIEEmEELaTt &
century, will thoroughly enjoy Bishop of the J.D.C.S.I. con-
the book. Even a history buff firmed twenty persons as full
wiill enjoy the interweaving of members of the Vavuniya C.S.I-
the fictional biography with Church on Sunday the 13th
major historical events of this jnstant. ‘

century as they involve and

affect China On Sunday the 27th instant

David Treadup. a fictional he confirmed another twenty-
%cience_gra.dur;? o Sgrgf“tsg five persons as full members

niversity in New Yor ate, 5

becomes convinced of the *Call” of the Vaddukoddai Church.
to serve the mission of Jesus
Christ in China through the
YMCA, than (at the turn of
the entury - one of the most
vital organizations on American
campuses from both religious
and student self-government
activity, He finds an ideal bride,
Emily, and departs in advance
of her to that distant unknown.

Confirmation in C. S. L.
Churches

Next Sunday ¢ 3-8-86) four
persons will be confirmed at
the Araly Church.

In Tamil Nadu

It is reported that on the
instruction of the authorities

After a good deal of hard ijn New Delhi telephones of
work he becomes fluent =10 prominent persons of Eelam
excellent Chinese and then

Organisations now resident in
the state of Tamil Nadu bhave
been disconnected with effect

begins to startle the intellectual
world of China with an amaz-
ing series of lectures on ienfific

phenomena. And ths he gains from July 26th, 1986. According
entry to a great many influen- o the same source, it had been
tial places, that enable him to  reported to the Tamil Nadu
expand the work and at the 7y 'n - that the number of
same rime turn 1t over to > 3

China's most capable young telephones thus QIsconnectcd
minds, many of wbom are amounted to 30 in pumbers
M turning from advanced train- which among others included
ing in the Unithd States. the telephones of offices of
Eventually he concentrates on SOl T

Eelam Organisations

a lite campaign that he | ,
Sel:ffﬁﬁ{s to E)tar(;y nfo Jthel ale movements  of .cer_tam
villages of rural China; and V.I.P.'s of Eelam organisations
ultimately he goes into these are also being closely monitored-
villages to live with the pcople ~As a prelude to anticipations
and help them 1mprove their 3 few important figures have
?fcrl;%l{(l;[?er:_] Ti?:bl hemizcgagé;‘?} alread_y gone underground. Some
posite of a number of direct- organisations have suddenly
jon taken by the Christian s hifted their qﬂices from their
missions in China- original locations the news

(to be continwed) report concludes.
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*The Sweet, Soft fresh-
ness that blooms on baby’s
limbs — does any body know
where it was hidden so long ?
Yes, when the mother was
a young girl, it lay per-
vading her heart in tender
and silent mystery of love—
the sweet, soft freshness
that has bloomed on baby’s
limbs,”

— Gitanjali Rabindranath Tagore
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EPITORIAL

Political )83 and After

Notes — July

olds the names of
last, at last
hundreds of
ten minutes
ruin left

Near Haraks in Hiroshima, a cenotaph h
all known victims of the August 6, 1945 atomic bl
count 138,690. On the 6th of August every year,
people who visit the site, fall to the ground for t
in a symbolic die-in, at the Dome — the single atomic
antouched in the re-built city-

The 25th of July, this year saw
ness establishments, schools, markets,
the North and in the Batticaloa and Trincomalee Districts, grind=
ing to a halt in a symbolic «die-in"", for the hundreds of
Tamil civilians, men, women and children who were killed by
hoodlums in July 1983 in the South of the island including the
capital city, in an outbnrst of communal frenzy unparalleled in

the annals of Sri Lanka.

The Welikade massacre (with crude weapons ) of incar=
cerated Tamil youth under the Prevention of Terrorism Act,
registered a Dew level of violence in the country.

The pages of Eelanadu Ccarry periodically the laments of
Tamil parents as they remember their loved ones on the anni-
versary Of their death some at the hands of hoodlums and
others, at the hands of security forces.

Some of the elegies were reminiscent of those words which
des put into the mouth of

the Greek Dramatist an Poet, Euripe
Hecuba, grieving OVer the killing of the child Astinax, who it

government offices, busi~
and transport services in

was thought would some day avenge the death of his father,
Hector and restore the splendour of Troy:—
LR AT A TRy i e all is gone:
he funeral stone

How should a poet carve t
To tell thy story true ? There
a babe whom the Greeks feare

Slew him.”
The Editorial of

lieth hear
d and in their bear

The Island of 7-8-83, commenting on the
events of the * Black Week” of July 1983 expressed its revul-
sion of what had happened particularly in the charming and
ebullient city of Colombo, in these words:—
*The damage to factories and shops can be repaired, given time
put it will take more than giants to salvage Sinhala — Tamil
relations and regain the grievously eroded confidence of the Tamil

people.”
Among the earl

General of Essentia
after his new appointment

y steps then taken by the Commissioner
| Services Mr. Bradman Weerakoon, soon
in 1983 was to attempt ‘to salvage
VSiuhala-Tamil relations”. With this end in view he sent the
Ven Kadawadduwa Nandarama Thera, the incumbent of the
Naga Vihara, Jaffna, (who was at the outbreak of the ethnic
troubles in Matara), by plane to Jaffna. On his return to
Colombo on 13-9-83, the incumbent of the Jaffna Naga Vihara
reported :—

“No damage has been caused to the Naga Vihara in Jaffoa. None
of the Sinhalese bakeries were attacked. The differencs in Jaffna
was that there were no Sinhalese people.” [CDN 15-9:83]

This was the political scenario in the North in August
1983, as the Tamil refugees were in the process of arriving b
ships at Kankesanthurai, and later by convoy trains, and by
chartergd planes. Not a single Sinhalese civilian was,killed H
Jaffna in retaliation. The terms ‘back-lash’ and -cycles ";
revenge’ were unknown in the northern vocabulary A

We, cannot say who missed then boardi

, ) arding the much

after band-wagon of a political solution, when a militar Souglht
tion was not even on the cards. % o

But now with the 'red rich wine of Tamil youth’ flowi
freely .down the_drain. for three long years and the o;vtmtg
euphoria of pouring arms and ammunition into the northae
tray, matching with equal vigour the summit euphoria; thi _e_r;p
zens of the North and East find themselves in the 'vorte % l;
a deepening crisis, seeing their traditional stabilising val i
a people crumbling to dust before their very eyes Tues >
have been desecrated, schools taken over for arm . emp.les
and people driven from their homes. FoREubaLlon

The twelve day period July 12 —23 this year has been
unsettling; despite the Political Parties Conference in 8essio L
the TULF hayving talks with the President and with other np S
leaders. The South of the island too for the first time o
ed large scale ‘terrorist’ violence. At Pollanaruwa acCr:%Q”'
to news reports a refugee camp has been establis‘hed C‘(;nmg
quent on °‘terrorists’ attacks on Wadigaweewa and Me'egawse.
wa, Five army camps have heen set up on the border ee-f
Pollanaruwa and Lrincomalec Lisiricts, to prevent terrorist-i ro
tration into Pollanaruwa. (CDN 24_71_';:;1;

“ 2
Facts do not cease te exist because they are i ’ :

/) . 4 gnored’ sail
Aldous Huxley the English Novelist and Essayist. The clim;tg
meanswhile under which parents in the North and East of the

2
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News in brief it's four branch Libraries,
On july 18th 198€ Thursday

® The newly restored Jaffna already  extended Library
Public Library which now Services had been further
stands deserted due to close extended to cover the Muslim
proximity to the Army areas as well, by the opening
Camp in the Old Dutch Fort of a fifth Branch Library at
in the centre of the town. Muslim ward by the Municipal
because of security —reasons Commissioner Mr. C. V. K.

continues to function through Sivagnanam.

ren and send them up for

country have to educate their child
which sSinhalese parents in

public examinations is a saga of
the South are least aware.

'I‘he.: plight of a »huat load of 25 passengers, many of whom
were dlspl;u;u(l_ Tamil parents from Trincomalee taking their
children to their examination centres. defies imagination.

The parents with their children left jaffna to Mullaitiva by
bus on the first leg of their journey and embarked on a boat
to Trincomalee. on 23-7-86 on the second leg of their odyssey.
( Travel by land had major risks ). For three days the fate o.f
the boat was unknown and finally news was received that th
members of the party after three days of ordeal at the haucle
of naval officers and the army were fially released at Pulmods.

dats

We are happy that the parents, children and othersb
board arrived at their destination without casualties. But whn
ic effect of the trauma has been on the examination studen:;
is yet to be seen. The fate of other examination students
among thg 2100 detenues at Boosa and among 5000 or
stuents dlsp_laccd from Kilinochi is not known. Since Ju:]n ot;.
the Kilinochi District has been paralysed with the Educai' §
D_epartment_ ar_ld other government offices functioning from e
side tl}e District- The Northern and Eastern provinces il
day virtually ¢deprived areas’, educationally. o

Most galling to the Tamil parent is the denial to him and
t(? his progeny, in the name of ‘security’, the fundamental
I_‘lght of ‘sailing by seme compass and living by some design’
in what he regards as his homeland in Sri Lanka. £

: The visit of Mr. Hardip Puri. First S i

High Commissioner in Sri Lanka on 21-7-86 evigestannt?u:hfirlndmn
reasons the}n. one Jaffna today is well and truly a prohirgi‘:;;
zone, _1ts citizens segregated from the outside world, not merel
with its own traditional cadjan fences as at one 'time buetreby
much stronger and more invincible barriers. To meet a per X
of Mr. Puri's stature was to the jaffna people like meetin ot
from another planet. So, reports have said. e

The reason for Mr. Puri’'s visit, to take charge of a hum-
ble fisherman from Rameshwaram, recuperating at the ‘flfm
Government Hospital was itself an event of significan +
part pf the country where fishermen have been the mosl?e flfn ta
ed tribe by the «civil war’. Large numbers of ﬁsherma o
currently existing on food stamps and dry rations ety

The same page of the SR of 26-7-85 that carried the new:
of Mr. Puri’s visit had the harrowing tale of a Tamil ﬁE :
man of Inburaddy, Pt. Pedro, whose brother-in-law was e
brutally gunned down and stabbed in his catamaran. two m'(I)St‘
away from the shore. According to the evidence of the =
vor who was an eye witness but managed to jump intsur:-
sea and swim for sefety. he saw the man in the nav obt :
who attacked his brother-in-law handling a sword * abouty5 -
long and 6 inches broad” (SR 26-7-86 )+ | According to fﬁet
port of the Agrarian Research and Training Institute (319828)-

the [ishing Triangle Mannar, Mullaitiva and a

5 ar, laiti @ Jaffna alone
accounted for 45 per cent of the shrimps exported in [lOrlma
times.] W : l l 1

The PPC, though it did not veer
previous summits, ended in onevszte mv:rhlirc(;]mwtqhse IOCk: sten 3
ment on the grey records of the APC and the‘ 'I-:,“ improve-
The Conference appears to have taken to heart the I.n:ipu t?l_ks.
recently of former US President Richard Nixon to t; monition
ment of vPresndem Reagan, in an Interview: * Cool }e TN
on terrprls;lt: Rhetoric is just water on thetr paddle™ ‘ff‘hrhelon_a
sion of PPC to eschew the use of expressions as g glea:
and ‘Marxists’ i1s an evidence of the new mood s ‘terrorists’

The words of Archbisho S iR C

_ _ p Desmond Tutu of etown 1

his farewell address after 18 months as Bishopkof Jo?ﬁf)t:e gurlgn
annes y

(the country’s largest di
' C s largest diocese ) have a i i
time in our anpals:— CUIE 10 oA
We won’t have peace coming from the barrel of a g F -
a gun. Free:

dom has to be shared or thoss who think they could -
could enjoy

alone, find they are too busy trying to guard it
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