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Womens Fellowship

Members representing the
womens Fellowship of the
various Churches of the Dio-
cese met together on the 19th
of August at the Uduvil Church,
for a day's programme of wor-
ship, fellowship and sharing of
experiences on the théme,
«Woman's Role in Today's So-
ciety.

The service which began
at 9 a. m. was led by the mem-
pers of the Manipay Church
Womens Fellowship The mes-
gage Wwas given by Mrs G.
Pararajasingham formerly Prin-
cipal of Hindu Ladies College,
Chavakachcheri and presently
a Lecturer at the Jaffpa Uni-
versity: Her talk was based
on the words * Perfect under-
standing” its many facts and
dimenions. She went on to
say “when there's psrfect un-
derstanding between people,
they are in time with each

other, whether it be in the
family between husband and
wite, parents and children or
outside the family. So it is in
our relationship with God and
how in and through prayer
we have a perfect understand-
ing of God. This will then
be reflected in our life and
actions: Do we Christians ever
stop to think how others see
us. Non Christians around us
to-day are pointing at our
short comings and the lack of
love in our actions: They are
looking for Christ's likeness in
us. Dr. Radhakrishnan said that
Christians are ordinary pzople
who make extra ordinary claims.
Do we live upto these expec-
tations .

The communion service
which followed was conducted
by the Rev, D C. Ratnasingham.
A special song was rendered
by Mrs. C. Mills.

This was followed by a
“ Speakers Forum ' Five women
in different vocations spoke at
this forum, giving their own
experiences and views about
the kind of service women in
their occupation were called
upon to fulfill in the society in
which they live. The follow-
ing were the speakers:— Dr.
Mrs: Joy Canagarajah, Paedia-
trician, Mc Leod Hospital, lnu-
vil, Mr. Kirupa Bavasingham,
a graduate teacher, Manipay
Hindu College, Mrs. Satkunam
Virasupillai, House wife. Panda~-
terruppu, Mrs. Rene Yogana-
than, Family Counsellor, Jaff-
na Courts Mrs. Angela Tham:
biappa, Worker in charge Sa-
thiapuram and Sandilipay.

Dr. Mrs C Ambalavanar,
the President of the W, F.
chaired the Forum, She in
her comments urged the mem-
bers to accept the challenges
of the speakers and dedicate
themselves to greater partici-
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Book Review
Jaffna College Miscellany — 1985

Amidst the unsavoury cata-
logue of events in the coun-
try and our own pre-occupa-
tion  with  headline - grabbing
pronouncements, it was good
to have received a copy of
the Jaffua College Miscellany,
1985 — Allen Abraham — Halley's
Contet Number.

Prof. Allen Abraham of Jaff-
na College during his thirky
vears of tenure, in the Mission
field (1891 —1922), not merely
scanned the stars and planets
in the firmament but had also
his interests in a 'Star’ which
appeared weekly on terra firma.
It was the **Morning Star" of
which he was Editor from
1897 — 1509

The Jaffna College Miscel-
lany, 1985, has plenty of read-
ing material for the old and
young alike- Besides the re-
ports of school activities, there
are also the reports of the
three Instituitions which are
now important components of
Jaffna College —the Techuical
Institute, across the fields, the
Agricultural Institute at Maru-
thanamadam aod the Christian
Institute for the Study of Reli-
gion and Society at the Christa
Seva Ashram

Two articles in the Mis-
cellany will be of interest to
Old Boys. Bishop Kulandran
writes on Mr. 1. P. Thurairat-
aam who has been so much
a part ot Jaffna College and
the Mission during his long
career at Tellippalaii. The Bi-
shop has given his article an
evaocative title ' The Phenome-
non of 1. P, Thurairatnam”
The title itself attests to its
authenticity and its human
warmth. There is also an arti-
cle on Mr. C. E, Anandarajan,
an Old Boy of Jaffna College
and later Principal of St. John's
College, whom the writer of
the article ) describes as * the

pation not only in their own
churches but alse in the com-
munity around.

After a fellowship lunch,
the group met again in the
church for a short business
meeting and were then taken
to Sathiapuram where the old
and the young gathered to
welcome them and entertain
them with song recitals and a
sumptuous tea. At the centre
was a display of plastic; pal-
myrah and cloth products made
by the young people of the
parish. Mr. Thambiyappah then
gave a report of the work
done in this young parish.

A vole of thanks was pro-
posed by Mrs. Virasupillai and
seconded by Mrs jeyanthi Rey.
nold the Secretary of the W, F.

most popular Secondary School
Principal during his tenure”

Significantly the Allen Abra-
hawm Number has as its fronti-
spiece a bullock cart. off-load-
ing a group of Primary School
children at the school gate.
[ Vaddukoddai once specialised
in this make of *“Spring-carts"
(sl ay ewarga) which even
now are road worthy They
are seldom seen in other vil-
lages.]

Prof. Allen Abraham him-
self travelled to the College for
his lectures im a bullock:cart
[P 169 of Mr. Visvanathan's
article |. What is importaat te
remember for the present ge-
netation of Jafina College stu-
dents is that Prof. Allen Abra-
ham achieved name and fame
as a scientist, *'in the bullock-
cart age”. Instruction in Ma-
thematics or Science did not
reach him *“on the gleaming
wings of Science", as it does
now to a generation of science
students. He had to use his
own 'eye’ [(as he says) and
his intelligence and simple im-
ptovised apparatus to the best
of his ability. His scientific
credo as ap astromomer is
summed up in his own words ;—
“In the heavens aghove we see
a book of 365 papes always open
before ws. Ii mnever pgels old,
never torn, mever dog- eared.”

(B Liz)

Prof. C. J. Eliezer, now of
‘La Trobe University, Australia
in his article says that if in
life he had learnt to love Sci-
ence, *'the early kindlings could
be described to the emphasis
on Science Education which
Prof. Abraham brought to the
Jaffna scene”. (P. 166).

In his own article (taken
from his manuscript) published
in the Miscellany, 1985. Prof.
Allen Abraham advocates the
introduction of astronomy as a
subject even in the * Elemen-
tary School” ( now the Prima-
ry School). As we read through
his comments, we are able to
see how even the elements of
Geometry and Trigonometry
couid be taught in the Prima-
ry School by a teacher pas-
sionately devoted to his work
and his subject

The Sri Lankan OL Exa.
miners of 1985 have reported
that the performance of stu-
dents in Mathematics has been
below par. It should be dis-
mal news to the teachers in
Jaffna Schools where Mathe-
matics has always been a
string point and at no time a
problem

Plato, the Greek Philoso-
pher had, it is said, these
words inscribed in bold letters
on the deoor eof his Study,

Translatedl into English  they

read:— h‘c That does not know
nm{hemz'z.lz'cf. lel him mot enter
here. Thdt was Prof. Allen

Abraham's’ motto too perhaps
at Jaffna 'College during his.
time, although he was also a
Tamil Scholar and a composer
of Tamil Songs and was a
notable literary product of his
age.
—C.E.R.

Wedding :
Mather — Atputharsjuh

J.D.C.S. 1. Church Wella
watte was ¥ie venus of a pretty
weddiog oo the 28th Jume, 1986
when Mr. Rijan Atputharajab only
& Mrs. P. Atputhara-
unt Lavioia married
- youngest daughter of
. William Mather of
vya. The bride is

. Arnold and the late
k. 5 Mathar of Ma-
nipay.

The Qamage Service Wwas

solemnized by the Rev. J.J, Rat-

narajab end the Rey. B, C. D.
Mather. The Rev, Mather gave
the homily.

A well attendsd reception was
held at the Mount Lavinia Hotel
by the bridd's parants.

IN MEMORIAM

Jl_

IN TREASURED MEMORIES
OF
Arulpragasam Wilson
Rajasekaram
Departed 29th August 1969

Our father showed us life
in its deepest fullest measure
He lived it with ideals
our richest treasure,
This our heritage — we thank thee
Lord amidst our tears
For his memory for the home
affection of a few joyous years.
Fondly remembered by your
loved ones here and abroad-
o Station Road,
Jaffoa.

 THIRUMARAI ILLAM

182, 1st Cross Street, Jaffna,
{ Opposite Vembadi)
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Io additon to the
Tamil Bibles & Cassetes
the following are avilabls

in Enpglish
Good News for Modern Man

Bibles

Hard Cover
Plastic Cover
Pocket Edition
Moses, Elijah!
David: Ruth.
Ruth, Noah,
David, Joseph,
Moses:

New Testaments ‘[
U. B.S. Comics
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EPITORIAL
The Defences of Peace

A Midaight Flight 4 _
The midnight flight of an Iqr]i:sn mlnlstrfrlla!Irnde

New Delhi to Madras, whiuh_ included l'al:?‘:;fs

Shankar, Home Minister Buta Singh ‘;md_ Intﬁ;;_:m i

ter, P. Chidambaram, to n1eell the Tamil :11‘11 ‘( po

an important stage in the Sri Lankan peace ¢ PR
Whatever its mission, the flight does put the Indian ¢

2 I THE ups, as
T = T jve Tamil militant gro
of recognition on the leaders of five T her than as merely

piopeers in & Tamil liberation ;-itrmzé{lz it b
i s In @ q-war, intende i
istituents in a guerilla-war, : : oY Lo
li:ln government and create an atmn-_-..lzlhelrc-. I.lu(t[:“:;t:;:‘
country. as some Sinhalese leaders thought th .
militant groups at this meeting
Ramachandran was, Mr. M. G.

legation from
Minister 51_'11\’
peurity Minis-
marks

Associated with the 'l‘:‘;ni:‘
house of Mr. M. L d _ ! .
ill{zl:*lai;latnh;'aih the Chief Minister of [‘am!I N:-l_r];.MMr. br;alEaT;e
chandran, Minister of Power and Mr. Karuppia OFI);pat i .visit
~opnoress Parly Secrefarys There are al_so reports tha ;
?r?;n!rf a high-powered Sri Lankan delegation to Mgc!ras to rgee
the Tamil militant groups, is on the cardsz the _v131th depen mgf
on the trend of the Colombo Talks, wh:ch,d at the time o
our writing these motes, are not yet concluded.

The Tamid Groups e

i chillingly apparent to the government of Sr1 Lanka
and Ittr:saﬂuv;overnmgents abroad watching closely the pnh;:cal
developments in our crisis - racked land, that the Jeyaw;ar l:ﬂa
proposals which India has _admitted as a good baS}S Ord he
peace talks, has to be ratified by the Tamil groups based l:ln
Madras if peace in the country is to be a reality. Any unila-
teral decision or bilateral decision with the TULF is not going
to be a harbinger for peace.

With the body —count in the *war’ still rising in the midst
of the peace talks, the Tamil groups, according to reports,
have divulged to the Indian political leadcrs: at New Delhi their
plan to form a United Front to fight the Sri Lankan army and
the TULE. The midnight flight of the Indian Qohtical leaders
to meet the Tamil militant groups was partly intended, per-
haps, to dispel any fears they (the groups) may l_'lave about
the leader of the TULF whose political stature India holds in
great esteem and about any hasty decisions that may be made
at the Peace Table in Colombo for which India would be ulti-
mately responsible.

In the Interviews which the Tamil militant groups gave to
the Newsweek and Front line, published widely in the media,
the Groups appear to have pinpointed two major sources of
dissatisfaction, though some of the leaders admitted that they
had not read the *new proposals’ closely. The ‘ homeland con-
cept’ has not been made explicit. The inalienable right of self
determination of the Tamils as a distinct nationality, subject to
oppression has not been recognised.

It is in this political backdrop that we will have to view
the success or otherwise of the Colombo Talks. The groups
made it clear that in the context of political realities in the
country, they did not favour the talks. But once initiated by
India, they had no objection to the talks.

The Visuvian Eruption

Loud blasts at frequent intervals from the Jaffna Fort on
Sunday 24-8-86, breaking the Sabbath rest for many town dwel-
lers assumed frightful decibel counts as the evening shadows
fell, when four people fell victims to artillery and mortar shells
and 25 were injured. The shelling continued intermittently
fr_nm 430 p. m- to about 7 p- m. The victims included a sales
girl (30) working at a bookstall near the OPD of the Jaffna
Hosqttal and the Manager of the Hatton National Bank, Mr. S.
Sooriyakumar (35). The Evening Church Service at St. Peter’s
Church_ Jaffna was cancelled. Earlier, on Wednesday (20-8-85)
and Fnda;r (22-8-86), some four people were killed among whom
was a bridegroom who was hit by a shell while he was with
hls_ bride at the reception pandal near the Thaddathery junction
Some 30_ people are now warded at the Jaffna Hospital, Re-'
presentat:ung haw.-_been made to Mr, Amirthalingam the TULFE
leader who is now in Colombo, by the Jaffna Citizens Committee,

A mass silent demonstrats
streets of Jaffna on 27-8-{2? e
government against the copti
na Fort a disturbing  focal

1 blic through the
mou_nted a strident protest to the
nuation of the Army Camp at Jaff-

. puint of instability in the whol
peninsula.  Among the public buildings damaged by shells ar:

the Jaffna Hospital, Vembadi Girls High Scool, the Jaffna Public

leral} and s0me commercial C‘Stab]ls hIT - -
nents 1n th( ew a
N M i

An extract from the government

L : communi
Published in the Daily News of 22-8-8i G

) states;—

of 21'8'85!
" Terrorists are Luildin

g #2and bag bunkers
Hospital

.'IU. what seems an effort to prove
wouater-offensive that might injure eivilians

opposite the Jaffoa
A security forces’

MORNING

STAR _
e
Ashram Celebrates its
Fortyeigth Aunniversary

The Christa Seva Ashram
Chunnakam celebrated  1fs
Fortyeigth  anniversary on
Thursday the 2lst instant-

The following are excerpts
from the annual report.

We thank God for all His
mercies, guidance through-out
the past forty seven years (47}
We have gone through sun-
shine, we have gone through
dark clouds and at every turn
the Lord whose we are and
whom we serve has been our
answer. Lhis cycle of even!
keeps on moving even now
the life of the Ashram
question comes what next aud
our only reply is

** Jesus is our answer"”
The Psalmist says
‘] will keep on
you to help me,
1 praise you more and more.
I cannot count the times
when you have faithfully
rescued me from danger. I
will tell everyone how good
you are and of your cons-
tant daily care. I walk in
the strength of the Lord.
You have let me sink down
deep in desperate problems.
But you will bring me back
to life again, up from the
depths of the earth,

The Lord is always good.”

We in this small Island
are facing untold problems
which are dragging on. It is
like an ulcer eating up the
people. Various physicians have
recommended  various treat-
ments. Even specialists have
been summoned from abroad
to arrest or cure this ulcer,
but noone seems to have found
a remedy. Yet some have
prescribed a very strong re-
medy — the remedy is to era-
dicate the patient, and all peo-
ple know that is net the re-
medy.

“Evil men do not sleep
until they have done the evil
for the day. They eat and
drink wickedness and violence.
A wicked ruler will have wick-
ed aids on his staff. The good
man knows the poor mans
right, the godless don't care.

expecting

Vol. 146 No. 35
De vou want justice? Don't
fawn on the Judge, but z_lsk
the Lord for it", says King

Splomon in his writings.

Unless we submit ou_rsel\ms
into the hands of the Prince of
Peace we cannot find a last-
ing remedy. The greatest spe.
cialist to whom we could go
to get the ethmic ulcer healed
is God.

The Bible says in its first
book of Genesis:

‘*And God saw everything
that he had made and Beheld
verything was good.’'

This is a very joyful state-

nt. The universe as God
nade it, and the life which
od meant to be lived within
it are beautiful God looked at
everything and saw that it was
very good. Yet a deep depress
sion has set into the world.
The trust that God placed in
man while handing over all
that was good and beautiful
was betrayed by man. God
expected man to share the
world that he made with hig
neighbour. But the good world
is so involved in (ragic sha-
dows. The sinfulness of man
has been so dominant that it
is clearly visible all over the
world. One country is, dess
troying another country. There
is destruction within a coun-
try- Some countries preserye
democracy witin its own boun-
daries but go all out of the
way to destroy it in other
country. The relationships of
lifte are often deteimined by
what we look for. The man
who looks at life with the eyes
of God will be finding worth
in the worst people and good=
ness everywhere.

Obituary

The death occured on Wed-
nesday the Z27th ipnatant of Mr,
Arthur Newton, brother of Mr.
Victor Newton, Director St. Jehns
College Automobile Institute. The
funeral service was conducted by
Rev. S. Sarvapanthan at Mr. Vic-
tor Newlons house at Perinpa-
nayagam lane, Chundikali, The
remains were then removed to the
Si. Johns cemetery for intermesnt.

Transition to Democracy

At a time when we thougni .aere was a finely tuned per-

ception of the political situatiun

i the country, 1t is a tragic

reflection that Jaffna should be 1n the throes of increasing woes.

*“Life without freedom at home

i1s hifeless life”, says a writers

The defence of PEACE cannot be constructed in any coun=
try with Peace Talks in the immediate context of and increas-
ing mllit.a_ry posture, with troops in combat trim, with sophisti=
cated military gear, awaiting a provocation or what seems @

provocation from ** terrorists ”.

Pretoria’s Law and Order Mi-

nister, Louis Le Grange is reported to have said *'Racial unm-
rest would be stamped out if security forces could shoot enough

blacks "'

The path to peace in Sri Lamka is not strewn with rosess
In the wider context of a global canvas, a clear and defined
transition to democracy in Sri Lanka, must take into account
the cumulative degradation the Tamil people have suffered un-

der successive governments by a

refusal to recognise the Tamils

as a distinct nationality in a unitary state

It is time now that the blind hostility ceases.
Tamils for what
and not for what they wish them to be.

ment must take the
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