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The apcient Vandals were a
fierce GGermanic tribe, who over-
ran Gaul (France), Spain, North
Africa, Italy and sacked Rome
in 455 A.D. They weare a people
without culture. It is said that,
doring the sack of Rome, on cold
pights, they burnt precious seroll®
and manuscripts in the libraries
of Rome, te keep themselves
warm ; and also overturned famous
works of sculpture to sit on, They
did not know what books were,
and what works of art. They
were barbarians.

The word ‘Vandal' in eourse
of time, became & common noun,
written without a capital. It

meant oue who destroyed thiogs
of beauty, or wantonly destroyed
property.

But in Sri Lacka, we have
a new brand of vandals, These
vandals know the value of books
and go for them, as a moth goes
for the lame. But there is a differ-
eoce — they go, not to be burnt
like the moth, but to burn and
destroy the books and schools —
with the malicious intent to de-
prive the Tamils of education and
eulture,

In 1981, the Jaffoa Fublic
Library was burnt, with its 97,000
volumes, Among the books burnt
were collections belonging to Dr.
Apanda Coomaraswamy of Boston
Museum fame, to Dr. Isaac Tam-
biab, to Rev. Fr, H. S. David,
historian and lexicographer. There
were also manscripts, lost for good.
The people of Jaffna knew that
the perpetrators were the Security

Serices. President ]. R. Jeya-
wardena clarifiad the matter: the
police were the incendiaries. The
Lionel Fernanda Committes, ap-
pointed by the Government, re-
commended the payment by the
state of ten millmn rupees, with

Ihu obsarvatlon Burnlng libra.

Facts & Figures Speak : Cultural Genocide

ries anywhere isan act of cultural

genocide, amounting to & ecrime
against humanity, But when the
acts are perpetrated by the very

forces maintained by the revenues
raised from the citizens, it is, to
say the least, shockipg.” Instead
of the recommended ten millions,
the President paid from his relief
fund only ONE million.

The library of Hartley College,
Point Pedro [a 148 year old
school) was burnt, because three
miles away, in Thikkam, an army
truck was overturned by a land
mine. More than 7500 wolumes,
with a fair number of books about
Ceylon, perished, Of course, the
Thikkam Community Centre Li-
brary too went up in flames that
night,

In Karainagar, the GLOBE
Library, built and equipped by
Swedesh aid, was built. Foreig-
ners help, but fellow Sri Lankans
destroy.

Many Grade I
the Jaffna District have been
damaged, eclosed or vacated by
action of the security forces, If
the intention of the action was
to deprive Tamil boys and girls of
education, it boomeranged. Some
of these boys joined the ranks of
‘freedom fighters’, and help to keep
the security forces busy, In Par-
liament, the Minister stated that
74 schools have been affected in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces.

School in

The tide of cultural genocide
shows no sign of ebbing, Wis-
dom consists in preparing for the

future. It is said that the Butler
Aet in Education (1944) of
England was drafted, discussed

and finalized when Warld War I1
was at its fiesrcest. Whatever the
outcome of the conflict, Tamils
here and abroad, and their friends,
should mow set about the task
of preparing to repair the ruins

Siatement of the Sri Lanka S C.M. on Ei!hmc Cns:s

( Continued from our last issue )

Summarized below is the
Student Christian Movement's
perception of the '* lamentation"
of the Tamil people:-

(a) There should be some
arrangement which guarantees
the physical security (human
& property ) of Tamil people in
the regions in which they live:
if such a guarantee is not
forthcoming they should build
their own independent country

(b) The ethnic population
proportions in the areas In
which the have been tradi-
tionally living should not be
altered by government interven-
tion.

(c) There should be reason-
able facilities for the use of

their own language in their
public life.
(d) Social opportunities

should be provided free of any
linguistic, religious or cultural

discrimination-especially in the
educational and employment
opportunities,

fe) Sufficient state resources
should be made available to

enable the development of their
areas.

Means for a solution :

In the current situation of
worsening violence and distruc-
tion in our country, the poli-
tical leadership controlling the
state has taken some steps
towards the solution of this
conflict. ~The main plan of
such a solution is the devolution
of an increasingly centralized
governmental power, Following
several years of military pres-
sure by the Tamil militant
groups as well as political
pegotiations the Government
has now put forward a set
of proposals. Below is 2
summary of these proposals,

Sinmary of Government Proposals
for a solution

(a) Devolution of Govern=
sental Power-Granting of limited
power to provincial councils-

(b) Distribution of Resources-
Distribution of state financial
resources to enable the provin-
cial councils effectively imple-
ment this devolution of power,
Such a distribution will facilitate

the development of the different
provinces according to their
respective needs.

(c) Maintenance of Law &
order whithin the Provinces- Li-
rmted granting of police powers
tp the provincial councils.

(d) Areas of Legislative and
Executive powers- whilst some
thatters have been placed under
the purview of the provincial
councils those matters which
require coordination at national
level will remain with the
Central Govt.

(e) Land Settlement - Ethnic
proportions within the provinces
to be maintained in the settle-
ment of peaple in the provinces.

(f) %Mrzsgnty of Parlia-
ment - parliament retains power
to dissolve provincial councils
if necssary.

Our Movement recognises the
Government’s proposals as an
initiative oriented towards the
Ethnic Conflict. Our Movement
hopes and prays the Govern*
ment will negotiate with the
representative of the Tamil peo-
ple and improve on these pro-
posals.

Presented below are what
our Movement feels should be
the objectives which should be
fulfilled by any steps taken by
the Government to resolve the
Ethnic Conflict :—

Our ideas for & resolution of the
Confict :

ta) All belonging to all
ethnic or religious group in Sri
Lanka should equally be able to
feel that this is their mother-
land live accordingly. No sin-
gle linguistic, cultural or reli=
gious group should have any
greater right over the others.

{b) An ethmic community
should be provided facilities to
use its own language (in pub-
licjofficial life) if this is neces=
sary for it to lead a full life
in its motherland.

(¢) One must have full
freedom of expression in one's
personal and social life as well
as freedom of action in asso-
ciation with others

Laws which today limit
these basic human rights in
any way should be repealed.

(d) The current militaristic
culture which prevails in our
society should be eradicated in
order that we may be rid of
the violence and the alienation
which has arisen in our social
life. This must be done if we
are to build a Righteous Socie=
ty.
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This year too the North will
observe the U. N, Day (24th Qct.)
and the U. N, Human Rights
Day (December 10th) asa day
of mourning as a protest against
the killing of innocent eivilians and
to attract international attention
during the current annual sessions
of the U.N. General Assembly
to the aets of cultural genocide
indulged in by the security forces
in predominantly Tamil areas.

Jaffna to meurn on
U.N. & H, R. Days:

Last year on those days peo-
ple went aboat attending to their
normal duties while wearing
black bands around their arms as
a mark of protest against the
failure of the world assembly tha
U. N. and its agencies to stop
or arrest the human rights via-
lations t6 which the Tamil peo-
ple are subjected to. On the last
oecmon even wall posters by

Chittpy" were pasted all over
the North, The posters depicted
a man haoged,

IN MEMORIAM

LoviNcLY RBMEMBERED
oN Your

BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

Ethel Gnanasothy Thambiah

Born: 10th October, 1919
Died: 4th August, 1932

“ You are only a heart
beat away with Jesus''

Sadly missed by your dear omes
Emma, Lizzie, Meena

& Sam.
" Zion Lodge"”
184, Chemmany Road,
Nallar,
Jaffoa.

THIRUMARAI ILLAM

JDCSI Centre for
Religious Publications

182, Ist Cross Street, JAFFNA
( Opposite Vembadi )

Bible Covers
Rexin with Zip Small Rs, 50/-
Large Rs, 60/.

Cassettes
Jim Reaves Rs. 35/-
Kids Praise Rs: 35/-
Cliff Richards Rs. 35/-
Christy Lane Rs 35/-
Jimmy Swaggart Rs. 35/-
Gospel Songs
Favguriie Hymns } el
LTS LT
Pushpa Rajasooriar Rs. 50/.

Stickers Rs. 5/- — Rs. i/
Wallhaogers Rs, 30/-—Rs, 37-50
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EDITORIAL

The Political Scene in Sri Lanka Today

Under an emergency regulation now in force, _;Jc:-sons who
‘overawe, coerce or otherwise influence’, the President, _Men'l-
bers of the security forces or public officers in the exercise of
their lawful powers are punishable by death, rigorous imprison=
ment up to 20 years and forfeiture of all property.

An official communique on the subject also states that un-
der the Amended Special Presidential Commission of !ulqa.lliry _L(:w.
such persons on conviction, will be deprived. of civic mghts.
The Commission has also the power to investigate afld report
on, speeches, writings or actions attempting to organisé Muva-
ments with the intention of preventing any _Iawfuils_r constituted
autheritiss of the state from performing their functions.

State Minister Anandatissa de Alwis in a statement he‘made
on 24-9-86 has made it clear that the new measures envisaged
by the government in its news release, stem from a fear_of a
new wave of insurgency which, according to govcrmnent_mtel—
ligence sources, may strike the South of the country 1in the
form of obstruction *‘to the free and unrestricted actions of
members of Parliament”, when the time draws nigh for the
Provincial Councils’ Bill to be presented in Parliament. While
the government stands foursquare behind its policy of devolu-
tion through Provincial Councils (though the core issues are
yet to be settled), extremist groups in the South appear to he
warming to the subject to embarass the government. Religious
zeal and political extremism has been a combustible mix in the

Third World.

Up to the release of this Government news bulletin, the
ayerage Sinhalese citizen in the South, was comparatively at
ease in his home, compared with his counterpart in the North
and had harboured the stubborn illusion that ‘terrorism® in Sri
Lanka had only one indelible stamp, the stamp of Tamil sepa-
ratist violence, and that the machinery mounted by the govern-
ment to crush terrorism had only one name — the Prevention of
Terrorism ( Special Provisions ) Act — which was, by and large,
applicable only in the Northern and Eastern parts of the coun-
try which were designated as troubled areas'’.

But the new political development in the island. of a pac-
kage of repressive legislative measures now applicable te the
entire country is likely to raise in the South many political
eye-brows. The mnew legislation, comes too, in the wake of
widespread political unrest in the land over the fast unto death
of 95 Tamil detenues from Welikade (now on the 33rd day of
their fast) and 115 Tamil detenues from Boosz (now on the
36th day o"f their fast ), with Uduwarage Henry Perera at the
Mahara prison joining the fast in solidarity, and Rev. Fr. Apa-
ranam Singarayar joining the fast at Welikade,

According to news reports, teams of police officers i
Sout_h will fan out to schools to brief stugents on (;arfit;'n i:‘trt\:.f
cautions to meet new terrorist bombing methods. The Police
campaign called * Vigilance”, will tell students not to accept
books from strangers as they could contain * letter bombs”.

{ Daily News 1-10-86)

) With such an overly gloomy outlook of the politi

in a metropolitan society once healthy, conﬁden?ul:;?lvis;f:i
with energy, we are sure that the concerned parents and un-
armed citizens in the City and suburbs will cry out in despai
as the Hiroshima residents who escaped the blast, o

the bomb that's terrible, It's the war itself.” Xt

But whatever the ultimate outcome of t

fast unto dcash of 210 Sri Lankan youth of thge'fii:aﬁecgril:s; t‘?e
in thc_detentmn camps of Welikade and Boosa for the restaora:tlil 4
‘:Iie their human ngh_ts aqd those of others incarcerated wizg
4 :3(.’ adgsdahnew dimensmr_l to the political struggle which up
5 w had been characterls_ed only by violence and therefor
= ea_rped tl?e name ‘ferrorism’. We catch now a glim v
t.ie .valpml: _of mcarcergtt_ad youth, acting out on the stage g?e nof

onal politics —a spirit indomitable, enthusiastic and aIwa:s

sure, as a writer i ¢ A ; :
e D puts it, that * something interesting lies around

1. (l}ta:;a; Pz;indit j-awahal'.lal Nehru who onee said that Mahats

L antit:; though a t:.rp_lcal product of India, represented the

. g frs::lit(i)f an Inch_an habit of mind — quietism, the result

ek v l(.m of philosophy. Gandhiji, Pandit Nehru said,

gt Of energy aud action, a hustler, and a man who
only drove himself but drove others .

Nowh i i 5 o
e oefren?n-ﬂ'mli antithesis illustrated best as in Gandhiji's
cious suffering’ ivu? gHEE wh.mh he describes as denoting ‘cons-
D M8 dynamic condition:— Says Gandhij in his

famous article enti
ntitled * 75e ) ; ;
wrote in 1920+ The Doctrine of the Sword" which he

(1]
It Vi
i '[::;: :;ulaucul Idues not mean weak submission to the will
r but it means the putting of one's whole soul
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Working under this law, j o
a single individual to d‘eiv lhﬂ "h‘ﬂ_ﬂ might of
honour, his religion, his soul and |
pire's fall or its regeneration.”

against the will of the evil-doer.
possible for
unjust empire to save his
the foundation of that em
the North, we see 3 Dew ‘wind’ blowing |
accross the scenes of devastation, drawing 1ts _strength .a!:Id Y&lu
city from the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi a_nd _cml rights
leaders as Matin Luther King. The Jaffna IUmvem:iy Stude
have been in the vanguard of socially orgamsed‘mo\rements on
the march to redress specific grievances as the incessant firing
of mortar and artillery shells in Jaffna from the Jaffna Fory
and the Fast unto Death of Welikada a_nd Boosa_dct:suus. The
Mothers' Front had struck its ueqk out in a frantic bid to safe.
guard the safety honour and dignity of young women and child.
ren detained at camps, and had always_stood side by side

non-violent youth in all movements aimed at non-cooperation
with evil through mass action. :

Speaking on the occasion of the first observance of Martin ¢
Luther King's birthday as a national holiday in January thig £
year, President Reagan said : — ]

“In Martin Luther King’s time, lot of hearts were brol
in Montgomery, Alabama, Little Lock and Arkansas bnot a lot gf
history was made too and a lot of justice grew out of the pain

that happenoed in these towns.” i

In many parts of

A clear and well defined transition to democracy may be
or may not be an immediate prospect in the Tamil areas in '&
Lanka. But a lot of history is being made despite the abunp
dant use of the * pick axe” rather than the “key” to soly
the problems in these troubled areas,

Events and Comments

Tightening our Belts

Finance Minister Ronnie de Mel has told Commonwealth
Finance Ministers at their annual meeting at St. Lueia, in the
West Indies, on 25-9-86, that some developing countries mi
well “spap in two’. if they are forced to tighten their belis
anymore.

It reminds us of a Soviet jest we read, in the early six-.
ties that Mao Tse-tung cabled Krushev — * starving, send grain"'.'
Krushev replied * Short of grain ourselves: can’t send a ]
tighten your belts”. Where upon Mao replied " Send belis™,

The Financg: Minister here in Sri Lanka, in the events of
the ‘War continuing. has perhaps to rattle the tin cup in doner
countries even for fbelts” to tighten round our waist. E

Not out of Bounds

The Jafna Centre has for some time now been out of |
bounds for Western Music and Speech Examinations. Undéunl;::
ed, some Jaffna parents and Music teachers appear to hm
taken their children who applied for the Trinity College
Music ( London) Examination to Colombo to sit the Examinae
tion held this year in August.

Mr. Ian Thomas, the Examiner in Music and Speech has

made the following comments about the perfo 5
rm 3
Jaffna Students:— . el

e Th.e children from Jaffaa have been exiremely well prepared
so that in the Examination, they have not done foo badly, '

There is a bouquet for the teachers as well as a word of
encou_ragement to the children who no doubt appeared for th%
examu_:atmn under the severe stress of a turbulent political cli-
mate in the North. As among other candidates, there would
have l?eep passes and failures among Jaffna candidates too. Blll
what is important is the spirit in which both the teachers and
students and parents rose to meet a difficult situation. "

An interesting comment which Mr, I
_ . Ian Thomas t
ner made was that till he came to Sri Lanka, he thgsgftxat::;'-

the Western Music and Speech Examinati ini
mination of 3
(London) was ‘a Girls' Examination’, Teaiz S

A medal for our boys and parents in Sti !
ment_does not mean that our boys are bi:cb:a?:;.ing;te c:g
effeminate: But the phenomenon does attest to a desire - the
part of parents to put through their children —boys and Oi':'IS""‘
through the discipiine of as many of the “frills” as gbl 0‘
a formal ac.al‘:lennc course as their talents and a t?oscisl aﬁiﬂ
permit, DISCIPLINE is the word. Success will foliﬂi:rm 4
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