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The 39th Annual Festival of
the Jaffna Diocese of the

€ 5.1
The 39th Annual Festival
of the Jaffna Diocese of the

C.S. 1. took place on Satur-
day (11-10-86) at the Cathed-
ral Church, Vaddukoddai.

At 8 a. m. there was an
Ordination Service led by the
pishop the Rt. Rev. D. J. Am-
palavanar, Mr. V. Rajkumar
worker of the Pungudutiva
Church was ordained as a Dea-
con. The Rev. Sam Thampoe
and the Rev. T. S. Premarajah
participated in the ceremony.
The Kilinochchi Parish Priest
Rev. S. Jeyanesan preached the
sermon L'he Circuit Pastor of
the Islands Rev. A. Jeyakuma-
ran presented Rev. Rajkumar
to the Bishop. At this service
the Bible lessons were read by
Mr. C. Rajasaunderam, Mrs R.
Ratnarajah and Mr. G- Rajana-

yagam: In keeping with the
tradition the Bishop washed
the feet of Rev. Rajkumar,

after which Mr Rajkumar wash-
ed the feet of a member of
the Pungudutiva Parish.

The ordimation service was
followed by Sevice eof Holy
Communion. More than a
thousand members participated
in this sacrament. At theend
of the service, all were 1nvited
to tea hosted by Rev. Rajku-
mars mother and his close
relatives. Rev. Kajkumar 1s the
son of the late Mr. Varathun-
gam and Mrs. Varathungam of
Tellipallai He was earlier a
Worker in the Inuvil Church.

At 1.00 p. m. there was
a Public Meeung at Ottley
Hall. It was presided over by
the Bishop the Rt- Rev. Am-
balavanar. The Assistant Wor-
ker of the Celombo Parish
Mr. T. Thevanesan read the
Bible lesson and offered a pra-
yer« ‘Lhe Director oi the
CISRS Mr. W. N. S samuel
gave the address. This was
tollowed by a cultural pro:
gramme. Uduvil Girls' school
and Jaffna College preseated
items. At 1,30 p.m. all those
present participated in @ fel=
lowship lunch.

Navaly Y. M. C. A.

The Navaly Y. M. Ce A
which has completed its WD
headquarters in Navaly broke
new ground with a Service
programme for the children 100
the community 1'he by v
has set yp in a sectioll ot lt'S
8pacious building 4@ Lli'xild_r_en:z
lending library. This liora=
1y was declared open by he
Rt, Rev, D J. Ambalavanarts Bi-
shop of the Jaffna Diocese OO
Saturday the 4th instant @
#30 p.m. This library 18
bound to he of great service
t the numerous children 1%
SUr communities"
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The Leo Club of St. John's
College

Fhe Leo Club of St. John's
College held its induction and
installation of new members
and the new Committee at a
Well attended ceremony recently
in the Peter Memorial Hall.
The Chief Guest was Dr. D C.
Ambalavanar till recently of

Green Memorial Hospital
Manipay- i

The outgoing President Leo
S_ Sivanathan in his address
h}g_hlighted the several acti-
vities of the Club during the
past year. Notable amongst
these was the collection of funds
by members during the Nallur
Festival towards the Cancer
'Home at  Tellipplai. The
induction of new members and
the installation of the new
Committee was done by Leo
Adviser C. Mahesan and Jaffaa
Lion's Presidet S. Mahendran
respectively.

The new President of the
Club Leo Nevin Rajanayagam
(a member of the C. 5.1 Ala-
vedy Church ) in his inaugural
address stated that the members
of the Club were re-dedicating
themselves to the services of So-
ciety. Dr. D. C. Ambalavanar
based his talk on the theme
‘Awareness’s He urged the
members of the Club to bs aware
of their own capabilities and of
the needs that exist in our
society teday. Oaly with such
awareness could come the
dedication to serve the people
of your land in the best possi-
ble way. He commended the
Club for its involvement in the
life of the Jaffna Society and
urged them [0 contnue the
good work,

The others who spoke at
the tunciion were Lion Presi-
dent 5. Manendran and the Vice
Princinpal and Patron of the
Club Mr. Panchalingam.

‘Phe function ended after
relresnments and light enter-
{ainment by mMEMDELS of the

Leo Club.
N. Selvaratnam Memorial Fund

Mrs, N. Selvaratnam and
her sons haye set up a gen
erous scholarship bund_ "?'.‘th
the Jaffna Diocese of the L,. S Ie
in memory of the Ilal.e Mry N-
Selvaratnail, Proprietor f’i t‘he
auditing firm Ramam_& (_,o}
They have set up 4 !ulnd o
Rs, 60s000/~ from whlch" ng
students are to be L"Id.l}..l.e
full hostel gcholarships-one boﬂ
a4t Jaffoa College ‘ind Ufw g],u
at Uduvil Girls Cullege- _‘1:» rd
Selvaralnam was a d;‘suugum']led
old boy of Jrifna Lullcgg a :rl
Mra. Selyaratnam an ol L\{Ne
of Udnvil Qirls bollege_,wt i
cammend this generousltcmany

thers who could suppor i)
2 oor student to follow L1eE
:ccpundaw education 10 0D& 0

our SChODls'

Wanted
NEW and SECOND-HAND

technologies in the fields of Electronies, Electrical
Mechanieal, Civil & Quantity - Surveying, Draughtsmanship,

BOOKS,

On modern
Fower,

Wit
(in good :undlﬁew

Computer Science, Air-Condirioning & Refrigeration, Craftsmanship of
all categories and related fields—in English & Tamil— for immedi-

ate purchase.

Donations of books,

in the fields listed, from indivi als aad,

organisations to our newly-comstructed library will be gladly accepted

and gratefully acknowledged.

Director
Jaffna College Technical Institute
Vaddukoddai,

Navajeevanam — Paranthan

Applications are invited for the following posts at the Rehabili-
tation Centre, Navajesvanam, Parantham.

' (i)

Music Teacher, either sex, for week-end classes;

presence oo Sundsys essential. _
. QA] Senior Boys Hostel Warden. Male, Christian,

= .Free board and lodging will be provided together with an attrac

tive ._mnnth!y allowance,

Apply with full particulars including copies of certificates and
testimonials before 25th November 1986.

Navajeevanam News

It is with pride Navajee-
vanam reports that two of its
products, Rapjan and Aron,

who were at ‘Jaffna Coilege

for some years now, have sa
for the Advance Level exami-
nation this year. Ranjan has
subsequently been appointed
Asst. Warden: ‘Arulmanai’
Boys Hostel. Manipay. Aron
1s continuing at Jaffna College
and he has recently been elcted
President, Jaffna College Stu-
dents Council, a great honour
indeed, by huge majority in a
keenly contested elections Both
have represented the College in
Cricket and Football and Aron
came up well in the College
Tennis Meet.

Three students gained
admission to Jaffna College
from Navajeevanam this year —
one to Grade VII and two to
Grade Vl—and from reports
received is learnt that they are
doing well in studies and in
eXtra-curricular activities.

The Navajeevanam Fellow=
ship is ever grateful to the
Principal, Jaffna College, for
his very willing assistance 1n
extending opportunities to these
students, one of whom is an
orphan and the other two in
poor circumstances. It is their
prayer and hope that Jaffna
College would continue to atford
such opportunities in the future
to up and coming students from
Navajeevanam which will no
doubt be a service to the needy-

In passing, certain pros
gressive measures have been
talien at Navajeevanam in the

recent past» viz: illumination
of its Extension Centre,

+« Canaan ", Tharmapuram with
electricity and installation of a
Lathe Machine at Navajeevanam

IN MEMORIAM

Mrs. Alice Kanagammah
Edward

Called Home: October 30, 1985
(1st Anniversary)

In EVERGREEN MEMORY OF
Our DEAR MOTHER

Though her smile is gone forever
and her hand we cannot towck
Still we have so many sweet
niemories of the ome we loved
30 much

Her memary ts our kespsake
with which we'll never part

God has our mother in his
keeping,
We will always have her in our
heart

Lovingly remembered by
all her Loved-ones, here,
and abroad.

" Sglvastan "'
Chavakachcheri.

with the object of introducing
Training Courses for unem
ployed youths and drop-outs
from School- By courtesy of
the Principal Jaffna College
Technical Institute the services
of two lnstructers have been
obtained.

Developments have also
taken place in other fields such
as Blacksmithy, Bakery, etc.,
with the dual purpose of
finding employment for unem=
ployed youths and to market,
the produce to consumers at
fair prices.
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EDITORIAL

A Political Solution — The Realities

41l the eards on
. when he was
| with the Ta-

r Rajiv Gandhi placed
1 Press Club at Canberra
proposed to dea

Indian Prime Ministe
the table at the Nationa
asked after a luncheon how he

mil Problem.

The *new proposals’ i
were good, though a fewhpom fity
that the ‘pr ¢ ble &
:11?: %‘Zﬁ?ld(}tr%u!ssy as they are yet to study them, l%m ll al:{nal-l
Nadu Government has agreed to sell the guclcugc-_ [ aumf e
du as we know is not controlled by the (.ongressﬁartyh ’u ! 21
dia, like most of India's southern provinces |- In’m. he ::I.ﬂl.,
will work a package but does not want to negotiate it. It is
left to the Sri Lankan government to get involved in the pro-
cess of negotiating directly with the Tamil people.

andidly pragmatic comments of the Indian Pnr{n?
Min;gth;seh:ve se:r a r?:a]istic focus to the contempora&-y Sri
Lankan political scene, It is clear that the onus of finding a
political solution is on the Sri Laqk_an government and 'the peo-
ple. So. is the onus, of determining the political climate 1n
which the peace proposals are to be negotiated.

ional media has made the benevolent assumption
thatl;l;:a '?;Erc:ln Round of Talks [ wiph the Madram_s-based Tarm!
Groups also at the Peace Table ] will be he'_ld‘m New Delhi
before the Summit of the Sowth Asian Association of Regional
Coopsration (SAARC) (due to meet 1n }_?fangalore.m November
13 ), to enable Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and t_he sn
Lankan President J. R, Jeyawardene to have an authentic pic-
ture of the situation when they meet at tt_le Summit. The his~
tory of the Peace Talkks has been 'the history of many such
assumptions. At any rate, the "'I_'hu;d Roqu * has stlrref.l glo-
bal excitement and any news on it 1s exciting news. It is also
perhaps good to reflect that the ultimate success of the ‘New
Proposals' will have less to do with the gime it takes to fina-
lise than with the country’s determination LO uphold them.

At the same time, both the Indian government and the Sri
Lankan government aré well aware that entering lockstep into
a Third Round of Talks will not be judicious in the light of
previous experience:

Even as the Indian High Commissioner was making arrange-
ments to fly to Madras to help in seiting the stage for the
*Third Round® at which the Tamil Groups were expected to
participate, a comment reported to have been made by Presi-
dent Jeyawardene at a meeting in Nugegoda | meetings in Sri
Lanka to sell the ‘package’ have been numerous that the
militants should lay down their arms beiore the Provincial
“Councils’ Bill was presented in Parliament appeared, to have
all the semblace of an ‘apple of discord’

The Indian High Commissioner had to meet the President
on 10-10-86, and get from him the necessary clarification and
gssurance of a continued interest of the Sri Lankan government
in the Third Round of Talks ( with the Tamil Groups partici-
pating ), before he left for Madras on 14-10-86 to meet the
Tamil Nadu politicians and the Tamil Groups in Madras and
later the Senior Indian officials of the south block in New Delhi.
l-le will also meet the Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi who
is g.xnected to arrive in India on 22-10-86. The endless webs
of inter-connections which have fto be sorted out and solved,
before the militant groups are brought to the Peace Table, need
;ngglitical wisdomt ttflat transcends Plato's. Such a wisdom. the

n government feels could be
Tamil Nadu politicians. LRI RO a0 Sk ehe

In the meanwhile, a new political development in Sri Lz
has l;:een.a sudden surge in the aspirational horizons ot’dtzﬁz
Mus_h:_n_s oE the ,Eastem Province, for their portion of the de-
marcation cake — a surge that has obviously stemmed from
the;r‘ clope observation of the predicamint of the Tamil Com-
mupity in ghc Tamil areas, where they (the Tamils) are cur-
m 8[lvl‘g,hl;mg a last ditch battle for ethnic identity and racial

' of the Sri Lankan government, he said,
ts had to be sorted outs It was
were not acceptable to

. The Muslims are both a religious and an ethnic gr i
Sri Lanka. Both Mr. S. J V. Chelvanayagam Q.C, tl'ﬁ:mﬁazdlf;
q( the Federal Party (during his time 1, and Mr. A. Amil’th"dl'
l;ngam. the Secretary General of the TULF, had in their uI;—
lic utterances always touched on this profound reality : thatpth
Muslims had the right of self determination in their areas 'I‘Illi
Federal li‘arty in lt_s First National Convention, had ccnce;lr‘d :L
the Muslims this right of determining their political desti 5 i
areas where they outnumber the Tamils. B

ThetEqitéd Nation Party cannot too, easily turn a blind
;{:dot::' eg t‘i\;ma}ad as the Party won all the seats in the
inantly Muslim areas at the last General Election of 1977.

Events are movin in directi

g today in directions
leaders hardly fr{resaw and in grooves whic
hardly predetermined, A serious comimtment

n

which our political
h they could have
to make the Pro-
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Headquarters at Geneva. From

the 1st of September he assutned

respongibility as Secretary for
2 new Commission of the WiC.C

on Justice, Peace and the

Integrity of Creation. Wecons
gratulate Preman on his new
appointment and are sure that
he will make a big contribution
to the World Church from hig
new Office;

Dr. Preman Niles

Dr. Preman Niles, the eldest
lite Dr, D. T. Niles
who 'was till recently an
Associate General Secretary of
the Christian Conference of
Asia has been appointed Lo an
important new post at the
World Council of Churches

Councils a

reality will have to take into account the

vincial

The eminent Sri Lankan Scholar Prof. Ralph Buultjens, when
he delivered the Sir Baron Jeyatillake Memorial Lecture last
year, made the following pertinent observations:—

" [t appears desirable in these days of heightened ethnic coms-
ciousness to embrace a certain eomimunial nationalism, Culturally
this does provide a definition of heritage and an appreciation of
tradition.” (Italics ours)

The Christian Church and the National Crisis

colums — D C,A.—in his arficle
% Onward Christian Soldiers ', in our issue of 17-10-86 has touchs
ed on an important subject —the image projected by the Chris=
tian Church in Sri Lanka in our natisnal crisis.

A canon of the Anglican Church in Sri Lanka had, in a
* Letter to the Bishop of Jaffna’, published in the *‘Daily News”
of 7-10-86 has accused the Bishop of *‘sheer racism” for calls
ing the militant groups *freedom fighters” and referring to
the government security forces as ‘“an army of occupation ™.
Significant in the letter are the words he has used in this cons
fext—

A contributer to our

**1f those who are deprived of their normal aod natural way
of life are indisciplined, blame yourself for inviting them™.

The tone of the sentiments expressed is in sharp confrasf
to the message the Bishop of Colombo gave to his Diocese in
his * Charge” at the 10lst Sessions of the Diocesan Council
held recently in Colombo. The Bishop said in effect that the
excesses of the army were due to a lack of communication
between the church and the security forces. So, the Bislmp"*
said, was there a lack of communication between the church
and the militant groups.

What the ‘*normal and natural way of life” of a soldier i8
and what the norms of conduct are, which govern militants
are outside our domain. But. one thing we can say, the prob=
lem of violence in Sri Lanka tfoday 1s yet for the church
+ upnexplored territory '’.

There have been various kinds of killings reported in tj
_media but one that has at times made the whole world holdi
its bl;eath has been the toll of Tamil civilian iife, taken by the
security _forces in the North and East of the country, mainly
as ‘reprisals’. It is one such ‘reprisal' of 30 lamil fishermens
in their fishing attire brutally killed off the Mandaitiva coas
in Jaffna, all of whom belonged to his 'flock’, that the Bishéé
ot Jaffna had in mind when he made the comments at
St Pa_trick's College Prize Givings which have stirred a hornet's
nest in some quarters. y

‘ R was not a question the Bishop discussed of who the
saints’ were or who the *sinners’. The Bishop only focussed
the problem of huraan life exterminated for no reason whatsos
ever exclusively in areas where there was a large cgncentmﬁ-f
of one race of people. It is difficult to understand the protest
mounted against this view. But in the words of Leonardo d&
Vinciy the versatile ltalian Artist, 'The line that is straight
offers the mast resisiance’. j

As for the comcept of “freedom lighters”, and the teache
ings of Christ, we can quote no better authority than Bishop
Lakshman_Wickremasinghe. of revered memory, whose third
death anniversary we observed on 23-10-36. We quote from a-"
Sermon the Bishop preached in London to an English audience
in 1979 on " Mission, Pelitics and BEuvangelism. :

" Aa L’.].IBF!Sth church in Asia must opt to foster and sop®
port community agitators to Serva in rural, urbanm, coastal apdd
plantation sectors. They are as important for the mission
the church as parish clergy, community workers and 3
lists. They may not be listed the fanctionaries
the New Testament documents. They are eseatial functionariosy
in contemporary Asigu Christignity. ......They bear witness o
the prophetic function of the church to make uppopular optiond!
snd to face the harsh consequences of suffericg and dyiog £
marlyrs for the cause of Jesus."
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