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The Manager,

‘Morning Star', Vaddukeddai.

TIDINGS OF COMFORT
AND JOY

the Christmas story the words
Not " appear in four separate and distinct times.

In

To Zechariah an Angel said,

“Do not be afraid, Zechariahi for your pra-

yer is heard".

To Joseph an Angel of the
in a dream and said,

“ Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take

Mary your wife”.

The Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and

said,
“Do not be afraid, Marys
found favour with God".

When Jesus was born in

Angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds
who were watching their flocks by night and

said,

*“Be not afraid, for behold
I bring you good news of
great joy which will come
to all the people.”

Ironically this assurance had
to be given at the arrival of
a little baby. Had it been a
host of demons, earthquake.
bombs and shells or security
forces one could have understood
the terror.

But the shepherds and the
poor people of Israel had to be
given this assurance. Because
they were afraid. They were
afraid of the Roman soldiers.
They feared the civil and re-
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ligious authorities, They feared
drought and poor harvest. They

were afraid of wolves and other
wild animals.

For those down trodden
peopI_e this assurance had to
be given. They had to be told
that their anxieties and fears
had come to an end. The
angels said,

5 Eor to you is borm this
dgy. in the city of David, & sa-
viour who is Christ the Lord."

The people of Jaffna today
are afraid of so many things.

They fear the security forces.
They fear the robbers and
thieves. They are anxious about
the security of their children.
No doubt they are undergoing
a period of intense emotion
and tragedy.
But the assuranceis given
to us again.
*Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace among
‘men with whom he is pleased"
In the midst of death, tears
and toil, the Lord gives his
assurance.
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UNDELIVERED 1SSUES

Please re-addieds ; |

all undelivered isSues' ' || :“

of the Morning Star tg:- |
The Manager,

" * Morning Star",
Vaddukoddai.

* Lo, I am with you always.
Even unto the end of the
world .

It is like assuring nervous
children * your father would
come for the holidays from
Nigeria and would not go back
thereafter”.

So, we do not have to
worry about the insecurity and
however powerful they might
bes

)

The massed Choir of tbe various Children's Homes
rendering an Anthem.

and Arulagam Girls’ Home.

News avound the Diacese

Children’s Homes' Combined
Carol Service

After having had to cancel
the programme during the past
two years due to the unsettled
situation, the first ever Com=
bined Carol Service of the
various Children's Homes were
held on Saturday; 12th De-
cember at the Uduavil Girls
College Hall, This joyons occa-
sion brought together the child-
ren of all the Diocesan Child-
ren's Homes, Womens' Centre
Girls' Home, children from a
few Day Care Centres and well
wishers from far apd npear-
The following Homes were re-
presented: Levi Spaulding Boys'
Home, Vaddukoddai: Harriet
Winslow Girls" Home, Pandate-
ruppu; Arulmanai Boys' Homes
Manipay, Eliatamby Girls’ Home,
Uduvil; House of Hope, Inuvil

Maruthanamadam, The Day
Care Centres represented were
from Sandilipay, Sathiapuram,
Varany and Kudathanai.

The Service was one of
Carols and scripture readings
during which the glad tidings
of Christmas was joyfully ex-
pressed by the children in
word, song and dance. The
closing prayer and benediction
was pronounced by the Bishop.
The Service was a moving
experience for many present.
The occasion provided proofs
if ever it was needed, that
children whether handicapped
or from socially and economi=
cally affected families, given
the right opportunities can ex-
cel in any field. The diocese
can rightly feel proud of what
has been achieved so far through
the various homes. Certainly
more can and should be dong,

Uduvil Girls’ College

Uduvil had its Anpnal Carel
Service at the Uduvil Chureh on
the 3rd of December.

They chose a Christmas Can-
tata of a contemporary flayour
and rendered it with skill and
beauty.

The theme of the Cantata
was the celebration not mersly of
the birth ef Christ but the birth
of the resurrected Christ within
ourselves. The Cantata was aptly
titled " The New Nativity'.

The seogs, some powerful in
their meaning and music, some
melodious in their swestness and
simplicity were rendered with
equal skill and perfection. The
choir took us from the exhilara-
tion of Christ's birth, through his
ministry and death to His resur-
rection—all in song.

The narrations were done with
deep understanding mod expression
and helped to bring out the un-
derlying theme of The New Na-
tivity.

but the progress made by these
children has been encouraging.

Rev. A. Jeyakumaran, the
organiser, the Managers of the
Homes Wardens, the many
individuals from the various
congregations who trained the
children and the children them-
selyes should be commended
for a line inaugural effort. The
Service provided a very apt
demonstration of the reason for
the Incarnation, It is hoped
that this Service will become
an annual feature and that
more members of the Diocese
will participate in §t. 9]

Most impressive was the
august procession of the College
Councillors ard students who par-
ticipated in the service. It was
a service which touched us and
imprinted im our hearts the rea-
lisation that Christ's birth dees
not mean the tinsel and the decor
which has become symbolic of
Christmas but His birth in our
hearts as & Living Christ.

— Munic Laver,

Prisoners Exehmad

On Friday 19th, the two
army soldiers held captive by
the Liberation Tigers were
handed over to the army in
Jaffna. In exchange the gov-
ernment realeased two LTTE
members who had been held
in custody —one of them a
LTTE leader. Details of g}
exchange and the National Se-
curity Minister’s subsequent
press conference will be pub-
lished in the next issue.

IN MEMORIAM

IN AFFECTIONATE AND
EVERLOVING MEMORY OF

Brigadier Y. David
Departed: 22 December 1978
""Deep in our liearts you are
always remembered.”
Fondly remembered by dearly
beloved wife and children,
The Salvation Army,
55, Bankshall Street,
Jaffog.
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N. C. C. Delegation with our Bishop ( Left to right) Lakshman Guna-
gokera, Bishop A. Kumarage. Rev. R, Ebenezer, Bishop Ambalavanar,
Rev. George Stephen, Kev. H. Fernando.

N.C .C. Team Visits Jaffna

A delegation of five people
representing member churches and
erganisations of the National Chris-
tian Council of Sri Lanka was in
Jaffoa from Friday, 15th Decem-
ber, to Monday, 17th December.
The delegates were Bishop And-
rew Kumarage of Kurunegalle
( Church of Ceylon), Rev. Harold

Fernando, President, Methodist
Conference of Sri Lanka, Rev.
R. Ebeneser (LEADS), Rev,

Goerge Stephen of Kandy (Presby.
terian Church) and Lakshman
Gunasekera, General Secrstary Stu-
dent Christian Movement of Sri
Lanka, While in Jaffoa they were
hosted by the C.5.1., Church of
Ceylon and the Methodist Church,

The purpose of the visit as
slucidated by the members of the
delegation was to express the soli-
darity of the Christians of the
South with the Tamils, to open
up chapnels of communications
between the peoples of both co-
mmunities and to see, bhear and
onderstand at first band the meeds,
fears and aspirations of the
Tamil people. The delegates were
however realistic emough to admit
that their visit would not make
much significant difference to the
gituation as it exists!

There had been considerable
scepticism in the North regarding
this visit. The Christians in the
North had been greatly discouraged
by the silence of church leaders
from the South “with regard to
the atroeities and injustices per-
petrated on the Tamil people by
the government and its armed
forces aover the last few years.
The arrival of a delegation at
this stage seemed rather late and
inadequate. Further there wasan
impression that it was the pressure
of circumstances that had brought
them to the North and maybe a de-
gire to place on record the fact that
the N.C.C. wasseen io be irying
to build bridges of reconciliation.
Lastly, the Tamils bave seen &
number of delegations wisit the
Morth over the last few years
and found that these made little
if any difference to the resolution
of this bloody conflet. Neverthe
less the delegation was warmly
received mnd all efforts were made
to emsure that they went away
with a clearer picturs and under-
standing of the situation in the
Nerth,

For the N.C.C. delegates the
trip was indeed @an educational
experience. Fven the tedious
journey by road to Jeffina was an

instruetien as to the wunpleasant
realities that exist. During their
two days in Jafina they attended
several meetings and were taken
around some of the affected regions.
Visit o affected areas

On the Saturday morning
they visited some of the refugee
Camps in the Jaffoa town area
following which they visited
Valvettithurai and Point Pedro-two
towns that bave been ravaged by
the present contlict. Here they had
their first encounter with armed
militants who very cordially took
them on & guided tour of their
fortifications. One member of the
delegation subsequently commented
that on looking toward the army
camp from behind the militants
fortification he did not know which
State he was in! Later in the
day, the delegation met with
representatives of the Citizen's
Committee, Mother's Front, Refugee
Relief organisatians and Christian
Clergy. On Sunday morning the
members of the delegation preached
at various churches, Unfortunately
a scheduled meeting with militant
leaders could not take place due
to the sudden eruption of Hghting
between two of the groups.
Instead the delegates went around
the General Hospital and the Jaffna
town and saw for themselves the
extensive damage that had been
caused by shelling from the army
gAmp.

[n the afterncon a very wel
attended meeting with members of

the Jaffna Christian community
took place at the St. Johm's
College Hall, This meeting was

chaired by Bishop Ambalavanar,
Message to delogales

The message that the dele-
gates received from the people of
Jaffoa during these meetings was
very similar. They were told
that there was utter frustration
at the total bias of the media
and that therefore it was the duty
of this delegation and the N.C.C
to disseminate the truth amogst
its members- Tamils, who had
been lorced by successive govern:
ments ta fight for separatien,
were yet prepared to compromise
on that demand so lopg as their
right to live with justice apd
dignity and thei right to a home-
land was giv due recognition.
The point was made that in as
much as the Government felt that
the ‘unity, iotegrity and sove-
reignty of Sri Lanka was igvio-
lable' s0 likewise the Tamils felt
that the *upity, and integrity of

Earlalai Churches Celebrate

On 7th December Confir-
mation Services were held in
both Erlalai Churches. At the
Communion Service held in the
morning 8 candidates were co-
nfirmed at the South Erlalai
Church by the Bishop of the
Diocese. During the Fellowship
breakfast after the Service the
Pastor Rev. A V. Jesudason and
the congregation presented two
cheques each worth Rs. 1,000/~
to the Bishop. These were in
aid of the workers’” Pension
Fund and the Retugees Rehabili-
tation Fund. The Church has
had no caretaker for many
months and the work has been
done by the Pastor and the
youth: In view of the saving
of this salary the congregation
decided to present the money
towards these worthy causes.
Their gesture is to be highly
commended and is hoped that
this will be an example and
inspiration to other Churches
to do likewise (mot to do
without a caretaker but to give
generously to the various pro
grammes of the Diocese).

On the same day the North
Erlalai Church celebrated its
centenary. A  confirmation
Service followed by a public
Meeting and Fellowship tea
was held in tne afternoon. It
was attended by Pastors and
friends who came from far and
near. What was unique about
the Service was that amongst
those confirmed was a lady
aged 8/ and her younger sister.

the Tamil homeland (i.e North
and East) was inviolables. Just
as the Tamils were prepared to
live as a minority in Sinhalese
areas so also the latter should be
prepared to live as a minority in
Tamil areas, especially consider-
ing the fact that their presence
in the Tamil region was due to
State colenisation. 'Again and
again speakers stressed the fact
that the Tamils had no animo-
sity toward the Sinhalese people
but only toward the government.
Speakers also expressed their great
disappointment that church lea-
ders in the South had failed to
take a more forthright and fear-
less stand vis & vis the travails
of the Tamil people. Speakers
also urged them to intercede om
pehalf of the thousands of immates
hald at Boosa camp and also to
try sod ensure that refugee relief
work was equitably distributed,
The delegation inits turn ex-
pressed its complete sympathy and
understanding of the problems
facing the Tamil people and saluted
their endurance in facing up to

many arduous problems. They reas:
sured those present at the meetings
that they would convey the senti-

The North Erlalai Chuch
has a rich heritage and has
produced pastors of the calibre
of the Rev. S. T. Aseervatham
and the Jate Rev. N. W G.
Sugunarajah. The congregation
was for a long timme under the
Tellippalai pastorate, The parish
has had fo do without a pastor
on several occasious., and, as
the speakers pointed ouf, several
of its pastors were suddenly
called to fill vacancies elsewhere
before their term at Erlalai
had run its course. However
the fellowship and oneness of
their members has enabled them
to prosper and celebrate their
centenary in this fitting manner.

MurasumodaiiDay Care Centre
holds Christmas programme

The Murasumoddai Day
Care Centre, one of the you-
ngest in the diocese, recently
held its Christmas programme.
The gaily costumed children
gave pleasing song and dance
recitals as only under five.
can. The function was attended
by all the families of the
children and a few guesiss
Dr. (Mrs.) C. Ambalavanar,
the Chief Guest, distributed
the Christmas gifts o the
children. Dr. Rohan Gunasin-
gham, the Manager of the Day
Care Centre also spoke at this
function. For the first Lime
ever the Diocese has produced
a Christmas card to help raise
money for such work. The
children featured in the card
are from this Centre.

—D.C.A.

ments expressed to their 'circles’
and try whatever they could to
icfluence the State in any way
possible, They expressed the
hops that this wvisit wonid be but
the beginniog of a frunful dia-
logne and said that more soch
delegations would vist the North
on a more regular basis. They
expressed the conviction that re-
conciliation was needed and hoped
that it would not be impossible.
It was obvious that all the
members of the delegation were
well versed with the main issues
of the day. [t was also egually
obvious that this visit will alter
little if anything with regard to
the attitude of the government.
However. the effort they made in
visiting the North is to be ap-
preciated, They, hepefaily, left
with & clearer understanding of
the fears and needs of the
Tamil people. If they communi
cate these to their church mem-
bers and convince them of the
realities that exist, they would be
achieving more than any Tamil
could expect them to. In their
glforts -to bring about a genwine
dialogue and understanding, they
have the support and prayers of

the people of the North.
* —D.C. A.

N, C, C. Delegates view Shop that was badly damaged by sheilin}
fg the Jaffoa tows, ¥

y .ﬂ e
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Colombo Church Building gets underway
' g

fer)

After seve.ral_ da.l-a.srr-. the :mrﬁ _l;-n the proposed c.S.I. Colombo

Chureh building at Franoces Lane,
The ‘cutting of the first s0d’
recently. In the picture above can
D. ] Ambalavanar and
lighting the traditional oi
The function was well attended.

Wellawatte finally got underway.

ceremony for the building was held

bs seen the Bishop, the Rt Rev,

the Pastor in charge Rev. J. ]. Ratnarajah
| jampat the commencement of the ceremony.

Jaffna Delegation in . 5.

Three members of the Board of Directors of Jaffoa College

attended the aonual meeting of the Jaffna College Board of Trustee®
in Boston in November this year. They were the Bishop of our
Diecese, Rt. Rev. D. ], Ambalavanar, Mr. A. R. Kadirgamar Principal
of Jaffoa College and Mr. S, Rajanayagam, Chairman of the Board

of Directors, While in the U, S. they also attended the asnnuaj
meeting of the U.C.B.W.M, bheld in Raleigh, North Carolina.
‘While therse they renewed contact with Rev, and Mrs., Danig|

Thiagarajab who were sent
residepce in the Indiana-Kentucky

by the Diocese to be missionaries in

Conference of the United Church

of Christ (U,C.C.) In the picture are seen (right toleft) Rev. Ralph

Duellborst ( Chairman I, K. C.— U,

C.C.) Mr, S. Rajanayagam, Rev,

and Mrs, D). Thiagarajabh, Bichop Ambalavapnar, Rev, Eric Gass Sec-
retary U, C. B. W. M, Mr. A, R. Kadirgamar.

Year End Programme

The Kindergarten of the
Uduvil Girls' College; led us
into a dream world of music,
dance, drills and earhythmics -
making @ kaleldiscopic picture
and z blend ol beautepus sounds
that kept our toes tapping.
The curtain was first drawn to
reveal eighty sweet cute faces,
as they sang 'O Good Evening,
Pray How Do You Do* They
sang they danced, they tapped,
swirled and shaked before they
blew their Good night kisses.

Never was there a dull
moment —the llat Dance. the
Drill Squad, the Oviental Dances
and the Action Songs — all these
polished to perfection combined
to make a wonderful variety.

Eighty little musicians stood
gmut and smiliog and kept

perfect time and tune to the
expert conducting of the per-
cussion Band Master,

But far excelling all these
‘The Revolt In the Nursery'
by the tiny tots was really
our hearts delight. The cute
little ones in their pyjamas
and nighties stamped in hugg-
Ing their [oys denouncing 1o
stentorian toness ‘We are on
strike' *Down with dictator
daddies’. They were deter-
mined to reverse the ways of
the past - by gowng to bed last,
Throughout the play sponta-
neily was evident in the little
DOES acling. singing, dancing,
and uttering at intervals threats
to the “Tyrants' teachers,
daddies and mammas - whose
maddening obsession is to pack
off their children to bed early.
One little fellow yelled * We'll

{ Conbinned on page 0

Refugee Work Continues

SEnTE
i

5

The Diccese continusd its very active involvement in refuges
relisf and rehabilitation over the past year. Tlfe pressure gnd need
for this mssistance is tremepdous and shows no signs of ah_atlng. The
I)iocese has done whatever it conld to l'lmip alievlata_ this 'prn'b]a_m.
Parmanent rehabilitation programmes are in Progress in _thu 'pBDll?Ele__ﬁ_
and the Kilinochehi and Maullaitiva Districts, o the picturs Bishop
Ambalavanar is sesn distribating relic_{ packets to refugees who came
to Jalfas from the Trincomales District.

Hospital Damaged

Due to the frustration of being restricted to their Camps within
the peninsnla the armed services increazingly resorted to aerial
bombardment and shelling from their various Camps, The General
Hospital, Jaffos has on several occasions experienced such attacks
during the past year. The goveroment has naturally either dmad
that such attacks topk place or rationalised it by fabricatiog the lie that
the militants used the hospital premises for their attacks on the Fort
army camp. The picture shows the Venereal Dissase Clinic which
was extensively damaged by shelling.

A Familiar Sight

A common occorence in the busy business area of Jaffoa town
especially during the second half of the year was the indiscriminate
shelling by the army on several occagions. Many civilians were killed
and wounded and numerous busipess institutions demaged. As a res
sult many of the shop owners have piled up sand bag walls in front
of their shops to provide a measure of protection from flying shrapnel.
In the picture above can be seen pne such struciurs erected in front
of the Diocese's Varany Sales outlet. There is of course the danger

that the army may targel such shops for sbelling claiming that these
are 'terrorist bunkers’|

Hindus Celebrate Christmas Christan

play and ing of
with Christians iﬁ!'-é.'ﬁ coimy --: bby ]Swat:!i
Shantananda and the &

"“The jailna‘ Shiva Femily christmas lyrics by [i\asi%\;?aml
will eelebrate Christmas at the of Si. Petarg Church Jaffoa to-
Ramakrishoalayam, Thirunelvely gether with a Christmas message
on Sunday the 28th December by Rev. K. P. Govindaraj, ¥

1986 commencing at 9,30 a, m.

Proceeding will be in Ts-mll
Tihe uems will be & pativity

and Eaglish, All sre welcome;
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EBITORIAL
The Jaffna Panorama

Religious Lesders in Jafins

A panorama of today's Jaffsa included recently the visits of
two groups of religious leaders from the South. The first group
which arrived on 5-12-86 comprised some 30 Buddhist [JI’(:‘.lﬁte:“n
who formed part of the SLMP leader, Vijea l{umaraqatunﬁas
retinue to obtain the release of the two servicemen in LTTE
custody since the Adampan confrontation on 11-10-86 o

The second group constituted a five-man delegation from
Rational Ckrisﬁalngt:nufm‘f of Sri Lanka, led by the Bishop of
Kurunegalle, the Ri. Rev. Andew Kumarage. Lhe othejr Il_lEleerS
of the delegation were Rev. Harold Fernando, the President of
the Methodist Conference. Rev. George Stephen of the Presbyte-
vian Scots Kirk, Kandy, ¢he Rev. R. Ebeneser, the Director of
Christian communications Of the Presbyterian Chu_rcl'{ and Mr.
Luxman Gunasckere, the General Secretary of the S. C. M. The
group arrived in Jaffna on 12-12-86.

A propitious moment ]

The NCC could not have timed its \risi_t_ to Jaftna for a more
propitious moment. An educated Tamil citizen of the North to
whom we disclosed that an NCC team had arrived in the North
on a fact-finding mission, replied tartly ‘‘We should be happy
that more and more people from the South are interested in
us, even the Church”

Both among the Hindus who constitute the larger part of
the population and among the Christians, in the North there
has been a strong undercurrent of suspicien that Sinhalese Chris-
tians from the South, by and large have insulated themselves
from a feeling of solidarity with the people of the North, apart
from a few hand-outs here and there, in the area of rehabili-
tation and in the area of providing security to those in imme-~
diate peril.

But at the same time many people in the North are also
well aware of the chilling reality that the Sinhalese citizens of
the South are cut off from *the troubled North” by many
artificially, erected barriers for ‘security reasons’, except the
state controlled Television network, the Rupavahini and the Gov-
ermment Media Centre in Colombo. The Bishop of Kurune-
galle in his address at the Public Meeting at St. Johns College.
Jaffna on 14-12-86 made this point very explicit. There was
hardly any understandiog of the situation in the North, the
Bishop said, till some people like Bishop' Ambalavanar arrived
in Colombo for a conference, {

The communication gap

While on this subject of a communication gap, it would be
a significant contribution the NCC could make to PEACE in
the country if it could use its good influence to see that the
Television network in Sri Lanka is fair by the Tamil commu-
nity. As a centralised pational network which caters to a cap-
tive audience of many millions of viewers, several times the
the newspaper reading public, it has the responsibility to see
that what is projected on the screen is the truth and not pros
paganda. It was Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, a prominent Indian Sci-
entist who asked the question in 1969:— Can we regard TV
largely as an instrument of development and social change, an
investmemt, rather than an overhead of society? The question
has a pointer for us in Sri Lanka too where unless properly
directed, our television network could surrender as in some
other countries to **commercialisation and blatant consumerism .
The political solution

Coming back to the visit of the NCC tea i

first enlighten them (npow that they have rctul:ﬁlm:gFe t: lsrheti(r)
stations after visiting Jaffna) on the larger issue of the
political solution of the Tamil problem of which they will
hear and read quite a bit in the next few days before Christ=
mas. India is currently negotiating with a tempo which makes
us believe strongly that there has to be very soon a break-
through.

Asked in an interview by the press of what in hi -
2 t in his

was the reason for the present conflict in our society D?Dt;;a:

zie V:ttacbll.l former liditor of the Observer and an' Ass:m:iate

Editor of the World Paeper, put the answer in his i

able way:— own inimit~

" Conflict arises when people have no identsly ...
the language & person dreams in, counts im,
know his cultural roots.”

. Find out
curses in and you

It is true that the TULF passed a resolution at Vaddukod-
dai, demanding a separate state; it is true that some youth have
taken up to arms to secure the same objective hub these et
not measures of their choice. They were driven to }L _;:he
government in its 1977 manifesto recognised the problem. e

Now that the Tamil groups are prepared to drop the de-
mapd for separation, what they want is a political solutio
which would ensure for them o Tamil howeland to prese 8
their security ¢ which has been jeopardised seriously during IEQ
ast three and a half years), their selfhood and 1
 race in Sri Lanka,

their identity as

nd Programme mies " to lift their slgm‘t_)eriug.-
t}(gar{_E £l f,-omgpmg. 4) kids while one Daddy jubilantly
e announced “ The strike is over”
get that teacher * FIRED " — (o Dida't it touch our heartss
the accompaniment of the bang =" :
bang of their toy guns. But All the chlidrc_:n—450 of
try hard as they would signs of them partluipgted in the pre-
sleep started creeping in and a gramme. It is hard to believe
few lay down to sleep. sucking this considering  the expert
their thumbs or hugging their performances put up. It ig
pillows and cuddly toys. Pretty obvious that so much of train-
soon their voices were failing, ing and labour has gone behind
their paces slowing, the mwu- these and we applaud all th.e
sic waning and presently teachers who had put their
there was a hush. All were efforts and talents, to giveus a
asleep! And up came *'Dictator performance par excellence,
Daddies{' and ‘ Monster Mum- — An Old Girl

It is the paramount duty of the NCC, along with other =
organisations for the establishment of Peace and Harmony, to |
see that there is mo distortios of these cardinal facts. It is the
distortion that has led to unnecessary killings and it 18
the distortion that has made the financial allocation —on
defense spending shoot up from 500 million rupees in 1977 to
10.7 billion rupees in 1986. Had there been a correct percep=
tion of the situation in the Tamil areas, the military escalation
could have been avoided. [In Beirut, a land of a 3 million
people, there were, it is said 8.5 million machine guns.]

The NCC team has been in Jaffna during the advent season.
What kind of Christmas can our children and yeuth have in
Jaffna with reports of military hardware and security personnel
pouring every day into the land, with the fleet of Dwera nas
val craft from Israel mobilised on the sea, and Chinese turbos
prop. troop-carrying planes scouring the sky? The team of
Indian Ministers of State for the Third Round of Talks with I
Colombo i8 due to arrive in Sri Lanka any moment, as we [
write these notes, after their parley with the five militant ¥
group leaders and the TULF separately in Madras. But can
there be, as the Prophet Jeremiah savs " Peace, Peace, where
there is no Peace? The cauldron is boiling at Kalmunpai, Batfi-
caloa, Kathankudy and other places in the East. Both in the
North and East, there are also reports of serious internecine
clashes costing several lives. We have to seriously work out a
scheme of ceasefire in the country before we arrive at a for=
mula for a lasting peace. This is imperative. Weapons don't
cause tensions. Tensions cause weapons. '

We are happy we were able to communicate with the
NCC team and through them with the larger body they repre- |
sent. We can understand their problems. We know they now &
understand eur pains and sufferings. They have seen the ex-
tent to which the tentacles of ‘War' in Jaffna have stretched
even to the hearths and homes of the people.

Conlrasting Scenea

Speaking in Colombo at Bishop's College, after laying the
Foundation Stone for an Auditorium, on 2-12-86, President Jeya-
wardene said:—

"“We are putting np & building. The government which I head
are builders. Wae are po destroyers. Please remember that...... e
We try to build from what there is and we try to build care-
fully without hurting people's feelings, without destreyiog their
cultures, their eivilisations and their good work.”

The NCC delegation which visited the North would realise
how tragic the scene is in contrast, in certain places in Jaffnas
The Jaffna Public Library, the hub of Tamil culture stands now
amidst wild shrubbery. Jaffea Ceniral College and Vembadi Girls
College bear indelible marks of military assaults. The OL Stu-
dents of the schools have been transferred to other cemtres-
The bell-fry of St. Peters Methodisi Church, still stands over=
looking the wide expanse of the esplanade, but the bell no lon=
ger summons the congregation for worship or the parish child=|
ren to practise now their Christmas carols, A big Hindu Tem~
ple outside the Fort with its ornate arches stands as an anti~

que piece of architecture without any signs of human beings
anywhere around.

: But, towering above these scenes of deselation and destruce
tien stands the Jaffna Fort —the immovable fuleram now of
military strength — with its moeats and mounds and ifs ancient
Dutch Church, [ banded over to the Jaffna Christian Unionls
not long ago, Christians from all over the Peninsula met annu=
ally for the Convention Meecisngs in August and for the Asie
Sunday Service 10 June.

The Buddhist prelates have come and gone. The NCC des
Iegates have come and returned. Jaftna remains unaffecteds
What weuld _be the outcome of their visits? It was Betrﬁlﬂ
Russel, the FPhilosopher who said:— “I¢t is a duty o d:‘som

when st is & sin fo obey., It is a duly lo speak when it is a &M
to keep guiet.”
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