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- The 115th anniversary of
anni Mission was celebra-
| by the Christians of the
nni from the 1l4th to the
th of August, when the Rt
J. ] Gnanapragasam. Bi-
‘of Colombo was also given
warm welcome on his
isit as Bishop to the Mis-

The Mission wias founded
‘the year 1872 as a response
a challenge thrown: to the
onaries by the great Hin-

| Navalar in his publica-
*Yalpana Samaya Nilai"y
work in the most difficult
of the Vanni instead of
g huddled too close to each
in the Jaffna peninsula-
- M. S5, missiopnaries in
i responded to this chal-
ge by holding a meeting in
ur and sending Mr Arul-
sam Matthias teacher and
chist from Kopay to Vavu-
in July 1872 The third
op of Colombo the Rt. Rev.
. Hugh Jermyn inducted him
introduced him to the peo”
in the same month-asd-
The Rev. Arulpragasam
tthias was one of the gre:-
. missionary pioneers of our
history. He served the
for 8l years as teacher,
echist, deacon and priest,
was also a skilled building
ichitect and built the Church
the Holy Spirit in the Va-
jya town with the help of
people. He was a pioneer
new methods of agriculture
ough irrigation by wells.
this purpose and for
engthening Christian witness
service he brought Chris-
0 families from Urumpirai,
. . Kaithady, Neervely and
llur who brought with them

the traditional water-hiting tech-
| nologies and cash crops of Jaff-

par.

As an educationist he
fted schools in the villages
Vavuniya aand Mullaitvu

and for higher education some
the brght children were
n to Nallur and Chundi-

Rev. Arulpragasaim Matthids
succeeded by eminent mis-
aries from Jaffna such as
Rey. T. Sathianathan, fa
E ot Canon V. 5, D Sathia-
than and the Rev. 5 35 Se-
nasunderam who was later
e a Canon of the Church
his dedicated and pioneerx-
service in the Vanni. It
fficant to note that all
missions in Jaffna support-
Vanoi Mission in va-
ways. I'he American Mis-
n not anly sent a local wor-

Nac

also sent Dr. Periatamby
forth, trained by Dr, 5. I,
fen to work in the govern-
L hospital of Vavuniya un-

P 10 work with the C. M S

The 115th Anniversary of the Vaoni Mission and
Reception to the Bishop of Colombo

der Lhe
C.M.S

supervision of the

Several clergy, catechists,
teachers, lay leaders and peo-
ple’ have served faithfully this
Mission.  With the setflement
of the hill country Tamil peo-
ple in the 70's and 80's, the
new Idevelopment schemes, the
multi-racial and religions social
t‘_omplex of the area, the Chris-
tian Church is presented with
a tremendous challenge for
mission in the present and fu-
ture.

This fact was emphasized
at the reception given to the
Bishop where the Government
Agent, Mr, K. C Logeswaran
the Co-ordinating Officer, Bri:
g_adier Kobbekaduwa, the Re-
gional Director of Education,
Mr. V. Sabanayagam and the
the religious leaders spoke. On
the 15th and 16th, Confirmation
and Eucharistic services were
held at St. Matthias® Church
Tanniroothu and the Church
of the Holy Spirit, Vavuniya*
The climax and highlight of
the celebrations was the dedi-
cation of the new Chapel call-
ed * Arulprakasa Alayam” | in

memory of the founder of the
Mission. A portrait of the
founder, gifted by Mrs S J.

Gunasegzaram of ** Jasmine Cot-
tage” Kopay was also unveiled
by the Bishop.

— Rev. (Dr.) D. J. Kanegaratnam,

Down Under

No this is not an article about
Australia, it s sbout the work
of our Church io the area South
of Elephant Pass. The end to
the fighting has wmeant that peo-
ple feel lree and safe lo travel
to thess areas, and 5o a . rather
hectic programine Was planned.
There were four services held on
the week-gend of 15th — l6th Au-
gust, Do Saturday morning the
pew Church at Konavil was de-
dicated. thls service also included
the baptism of 25 people (see
Rev. Ratoerajah’s article for a
{uller account of this service was
held al Samathanapuram. Sama
thanspuram is at Alkarayankulam,
on the Murikandy — Mannar road,

To gel there from RKilinochehi
one has lo bounce ACross [ wall,
that's what it [eelg like) a badly
rutted roz ['hie oumber ol peo-
ple confirmed was 37 but as it
turoed out this is quite & smadl
pumber in these pars.

(o Suopday the 1 th morning
a confirmation seryice. was held
at the Church of Chrtst the King,
Kilingchcht. The candidates to
ba coplicmed came from four pa-
rishes Iihinoecheh, MNavajaeva-
I, Maaokulam qud Shalomnagan.
The (otal was & staggering 54,
Murtlcaudy, however beat the lot;
as @l the coufirmation BELVICe

Va dduhmldau,
N

JAFFNA COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS — 1985

Admissions will bs made only to the
Yerr' 1 Stidents bora before 31-1-1983,

Year VI Siuudents born after 31-
an admission

followivg classes,
(Admissions very limited),

1:1977. Selecti
ke Bl 'on will be made on
Year X Students born
after 31-1-1973, Admi
few promising students on i
Preferennc will be given to

le to g
the " Jasis of an examioation,
residential students,

Apply on forms available at
Sth October 1987,

Admission tests for Vear VI and
Satorday 31st October 1987 at 9.00 a. .

The Iaterview for Year I
bar 1987 at 9.00 a, m,

Jaffna College,
Vaddukoddai,

thvi College! Office on or befors
Year X  will ha hald on

will be held on Thursday Sth Noven.

Principal.

Jafﬁ:a College
Alumlﬁ Association

held there that avamnrg 44 people
were confirmed and they were all
from the Muorikandy Church. It
was suggested that when it came

: At the apn =
to blessing the candidates, that il ik general miet

¢ : ing held on Saturda Sep-
the Bishop, like Moses should tember Lbe folluwl:n;m{)ﬂige
bave two assistants to hold his Bearers were elected.

arms up.

THe JDCST seut Tts Grst Pas: President > Mr. A, R-:Jasmg‘r;am.
tor here in 1979 and this work Vice Presidents : .. N. Selvara-
has expanded rapidly. Thera are jah, Mr. M. A. anuppsllm. Mr.
now |9 Day Care. Centres . which .. W. N. Tﬁewkau‘udcham Mr. G

provide meals and Nursery edu- ﬁ;}"naynﬁ

cation to pre'school children (more Secrefarp: Mr, M. Sithamparaoa
than 500 of them). There are than,

now eight Churches, with a mem-  Trogsurer; Mr. T. Anandaratvam.

bership of over 600 people. There

3 1 : e, “F. i iah,
e e e Commitlee Mr, T anuara!a
& 9P Miss M, S. El'as, Mr. N. Siva-
tional Training Centre. The z

goaoam, Mr. N. Ratnasingam,

Church has been involved in help-
ing to rehabilitate refugees by
praviding them with land, houses

Mr. N. Jevaranjithan, Mr.W. B,
Knlathungam, Dr, S. Jebanesan.

and wells, 163 houses have alrea- Mr. V. K. Kandiah, Mr. 5 The-
dy been built in that area and vananthsr, Miss 5. S, Selvadnmis
there are plans to build another Mrs. S. Rajamoban, Mr. K. Gu-
200, As in the case of Day Care paratnam,

Centre, the vast majority of the
beneficiaries of the hounses are
non-Christians. The work in this
area iovolves some difficulty, the
weather is atrocious —to be out
jn the Sun is to expose oneself

Ex-Offica Members: Mr A Kadir-
gamar, [Principall, Mr. 5 J.
Manpickam, |[The Alumni Rela-
tions Officer] .

Auditorss Mr.G. Jeyasingam; Mr.

to temperatures of 40C. It s A, Jevarajan,

po lopger just mad dogs and i !
Epglishmen whao go out in the

midday Sup, teday Church works clear that we have only jost be-
ers have to do it as well. Tra- ol el R

vel too takes its toll as one has
to drive mcross bone jarring roads.
The shortage of manpower means
that Church Workers whather they
be Pastors, Doctars, DCC Teach-
er Farm Supervisors bhave to do
for more than just their own job,

thera is 'so muoch more to be dore.
The work here helps to paose same
fuodamental quastions to all of ns
who make up the Church in Sri
Lavka, What are
Why do we continue to be Chris-

we here for?

in fact they probably do two or ‘tians in B country where l\l‘.are
three jobs., Quaeol the extra jobs out-numbered by Hirdue and Bud- y
they had ta do was to look after dhists? Are we here (o go to
gtranded travellers. It is reported Charch on Sundays, to observe
(hat Rev. Apugools an ts gretlay Christian festivals, 1o ruan a few
roligved that the train DOW gOeS g chopls which educate us and

instead of slopping
The encouragement

on to Pallai thus maiotain our &ncial [. sition

at Vavuaniya, : whilst being of zome Eer-
to those who work hefr‘l is the vice. Or dre we called to b
ng pea-
snthusiastic response o Ry Christizps: 50 that wea may 8
ple and the knowledge that in athers, to be a light lo the world?
i i rogramme, the iy e S )
the rehabilitation Prog the salt of ithe earth?
DCCs, the iree Clinics and the ; I 2
. o P
Church work, they are doipg some. EOINE ”.I o : - Chyis
thing very warthwhile for the up. looking 7 Quip-weall “HernpE et e
Ins- tizns depesnds on bow all of hs

building of the community,

pite of all thig bard work it is dscide (o ®iswer Luis question,
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EDITORIAL
Turmoil ’Midst PEACE
irotest sit-in, in front of Indian army camps in Jaffna

) aanis TTE Iminating in
and @ whole day hartal organised by the LTTE, eu s
a public meeting, marked the Poya Holiday on Monday (7-9-87).

[he LTTE came out in full force leading the demonstra-

10 in many centres where the Indian army personnel were

| — Kankesanthurai, Navatkuli, Kedikamam, Yakkachchi,

[lepliunt Pass, Vadamaradchy, Ponnalai, Mandaitivy, Atchuvely.
Palaly and Jafina Fort.

Ihie object of the 'hartal’ and demonstrations was tq uﬂ‘:ﬂ'
the absence of peace-promoting factors In the country,
with the planned colonisation schemes in I'rincomalee, Yf;_b‘?“:ﬁ
implemented 10 lull steam and criminal anti social behavio
still being condoned in the land. pus
Monday (7-9+87) was the first occasion Since the flgmnfl
(he Accord and its acceptance by the LTTE leader at a
rally at suthumalai, that the L1 IE (Political Wing) orga-
a demonstration against what the group considered 1n a
45 violations of the terms of the Accord
the public lnterests.
lombo on the morn-

SCOre

ol
PuULMiIC
nised
broad way
some of the demonstrations l:.Iiti af;c:tuo
he ¥ i which was due to leave | >
:ti:; U)1 ;:L}u;;: :.—,;l:b:;ruvcmed by dcmqnstrators from leav:;g tLhi
Jaffna statiom. It was only the previous week on .31'3" ]iat
a euphoric welcome was accorded to the Yarl Devi on 1S [rs
run to Jaifna since 1985 o
These are some of the stark realities of the political scene
today 1a Jalfna. Feople n Jaftaa do welcome the gccord but
where illicit colomization schemes are reported to be implement-
ed or where undue viclence erupts, the people equct the me-
diators to intervene and prevent a breach ot the FEACE.

For when PEACE in the land is accepted only i’n‘ an adul'-
terated form, the result at times is very damaging. The Uduvil
Lragedy on 7-89-87. when four people, inl:ll_.ldmg_ two Pastors of
the Church of The Assembly of God were Killed, reportedly on a
mistaken identity underscored a very serivus situation Prevall-'-
ing iu the coumiry, i the sphere of law and order. 'lhg two
Pastors had come from Nuwara Eliya to attend a Convention of
the Assembiy of God at Manipay.

Whete there ate no curfew hours, civilians should have the
right o travel irecly om public mghways even at dead of night.
s essenbal ingredient of PEACE is freedom of movement for
the imdividuals or groups who do not break any law of the
land. ori Lanka should not project its image L0 the world as a
land wuoere differences ol opinion can only be expressed in the
language of viclence,

ln recent times after Peace was restored, people living here
in tue Jaflna Peninsula have had a sinking fecling, as they went
their dulies I'here was something wreng somewhere
Dul 1o vue was able o put his finger right at the problem;
let alone find a solution tor it.

diout

When smoke wafted in many parts of the North over the
debris-clutiered slreets and rose in solid sheets, we konew it was
a “avil war” —a war between the Tamil militant youth and
Ltie Goverument security forces in which the security forces had
used bombs to destroy targeted Tamil areas,

when government buildings lay in ruins amid the acrid smell
Of buruing buses and government vehicles, everyone knew it
was @ war waged in the riot-torn South, of *southern lerrorists "
against Lhe government of the conntry.

But what 1s the genesis and character of the 'wag’ that is

waged today in Jaffna after the PEACE ACCORD was
signed, and lite had assumed near normal conditions?

Let us get one thiug straight, It is not the big money that
would flow 1o, irom the IMF and the ADB and the UNHCR,
all giving a helping hand to the World Bank, that would trans-
form the country lrom a fighting arena into a land of people
conscious of their commitment to PEACE

It is the spint in which reconciliation is affected among the
varigus  Lamil groups, and between the Tamil groups and the

TLLE that will ultimately determine the future destiny of this
country.

Ahe situation in Jaffna, confronts us all to be vigilant. Ins-

ciioed 1n Jerusalem's holocaust memorial are, it reporte 1
Lilese words :—

is

Lo forget 1s to prolong the exiie:

to rememboer 15 the beginning

o) demption."
Congratu 1tion University, held in March 1987,
Worler. Mr. Solomon pursued the five year
ind Sapndilipay  Bachelor of Divinity Course at
Ct i s d the . D, the Tamil Nadu Theological Se-
Exauing vl the Serampore mipary Madurai,

There Lay the St. Thomas’s Church of Konavil

{ Continued form

A sort of poblic meeting
followed presided over by Rav.
Jeyanesan at which first an an
nouncement was mads that the
davelopment work such =&s day
care for children, medical aid and
training to sew easy and other
like trades which hitherto were
housed in temporary sheds in the
compound would take place in
the new building. Al this meet-
ing Mr. N. Sivarajalingam, Presi-
dant, Citizans Committe, Kilinoch-
chi and Mr. S. Balasundram, Pre-
sident of the Raral Davelopment
Goclety, Kooavil spoke io appre-
siation oi the services rendered
{o the commugity by the Jaffoa
Diocese through Rev. Jeyanesan,
They also expressed the hops that
thers would be many other cen-
tres opemed in the area. Rev.
Jeyanesan announced that there
were already over sixty children
snrolled in the Day Care Centrs,
At the close of the ceremony re-
frashments were served, and this
was very welcome! At the tail
end of the forenoon proceedings
nine modest houses, sitting tight
on the land that was available to
each family, and lying two miles
away from the chorch, were opened
and dedicated, Mr. D, 5. Amba-
lavanar of New York who was
on a holiday obliged in his usual
modest manner Lo be the chief
guest at this ceremony, and, after
he opened one of these houses
gome of the members of the cler-
gy who were present dedicated,
the rest of the houses, While
we were on our way to these
sites, in one place, the van in
which we travelled couldo’t pro-
caed through the jungle path, and
before we discovered an alternate
path somebody was going for a
kaife, and opme of ns remarked,
* How like the missionaries of old",

Having feasted our eyss with
what we saw, and our apirits with
this experience of the profitable
forenoon, we traced Dback our
weary way to Shalom Nagar where,
we were told, our rumbling sio-
machs were to be silenced. And,
sure they were! The efficient
kitehen staff bad already, on our
arrival, laid out the tables with
delicious dishes, and an equally
efficient batch of young men served
them out in no time, Once we
finished enjoying these dishes we
wasted no time in starting off on
our return journey in the early
afterncon, crossing, and even over-
taking a number of Indian Army
trucks which, wuuolike their coun-
terparts in ours, allowed us free
passage without our having to
wait inconvenisntly by the side of
the road.

We reached our home towns,
some of us older ones, of course,
tired in body, but refreshed in
mind aod spirit, and all of us
rather sorry that a day of such
experiences was gone., lndeed, a
great day of great experienees had
50 begun and thus ended)

We knew there
more on the plate
Drogrammes in

was much
by way of
various centres,

our last isswe)

but we ceuld not take it all in. |
About the time we reached our
homes the Bishop and his local
team would have been joining

with the congregation at Sama-
thapapuram at & Confirmation ser-
vice brioging 34 new ones to tha
fold. The next day was Sunday
the 16th Auguost when at a mora-
ing service 44 candidates, with
the ones from Navajeevam, wers
added to the roll in Kilinochehi
in the Church of Christ the King,
In the afternoon in Murukandy the
fock was strengthened by 56 new
ones,

Like the dessert in the week-
end feast we are told that another
church for which the true foun- 1
dation which is Jesus Christ has

been laid. This is at the place
called Bharathiporam where 125
families will be served. In g
casual interview with Rev, Jeya-
nesan we gather that at the ma-
ment there are in all 600 confirm-
ed members in all our churches
and Centres South of Elephant
Pass. It is our contention, a
dariog one which may not be re-
futed, that though wnot in num-
bers; in spirit this community of
churches South of Elepbant Pass
will be the backbone of the church
community of the Jaffaa Discese
of the Church of South ladia,
Thaoks be to God for the leader-
ship of our Bishop!

J.L R,

Hartley and Vieaka on Top

A recent survey conducted
by an International organiza-
tion has shown that VISAKA
VIDYALAYA COLOMBO and
HARTLEY COLLEGE Point
Pedro bhave sont the largest
number of students to the
UNIVERSITIES of Sn Lanka
during the past ten years.

Rev. Dr. Max Hunter Harrison

MEMORIAL SERVICE

A service to thank God
for the life and witness of Rev:
Dr, Max Hunter Harrison who
died om the 20th of February
at his residence in USA, was
conducted at the Cathedral
Church Vaddukoddai on Satur-
day the 5th of September,

The Service was led by the
Rt. Rev D. J. Ambalavanar and
the lessons were read by Mrs.
Helen Marianayagam and Mr,
G. Rajanayagam.

Rev. D. R. Ampalavanar who
was a student of Rev, Dr. Har-
rison at U. T. C. Bangalore
preaced the sermon Mr. A’
Kadirgamar, the Principal of
Jaffoa_ College in his_tribute
said that Rev. Dr. Harrision was
a Scholar Missionary who loved
Indian Culture Philosophy and
Musie. His teaching was noted
for thoroughness and regulari-
ty. His interest in the welfare
of jaffna College was genuine
and continued till he passed
o%; of sight, Miss C. V. Selliah
led the Litany of Prayer. After
the service, tea was served at
the Principal's Bungalow for
those present. The Memorial
Service was organised by the
Alumni Association of Jaffna
College,
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