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RIGHTEOUSNESS

EXALTETH A NATION BUT 8IN IS A REPROACH T& ANY PEOPLE

Tellippalai Church

The Tellippalai Church of the

Jo BLC, (S L mpde ‘A laudable
effort to present an Easter Flay
on Easter Monday (19-4:76) at
6-30 p. m, at the Union College

Hall, Tellippalai.

The Play — " The Hammer
Blows " — is (based on the book
My Alabaster Box " by Dulcie

Niles. The cast comprised menmbers
of the Church Youth League, the
Women's Fellowship, the Men's
Guild and the Presbyter himseif.
Mr. P. J. C. Canagasingham pro-
duced and directed the play.
The highlights were the scenes
depicting the remorse of Judas,
ending in his =suicide, the emotioral
outbursts of Simon, the Cross
Bearer and Pilate's studied apalysis
of his imperial order on the
Nazarene. The momentum and
thrust of these =cenes reflected
great credit on the performance
of these actors. The unusual
lsngth of the play, however, made
it difficult for the remaining
actors to maintzin the same mo-
mentum right to the end. In a
play of this nature, packed with
emotion, the length of the script

is a handicap. But despite this
handicap, Bartimaeus, Zacchaeus,
Procula (wife of Pilot], the

Centurion and the women charac-
ters Martha ard Bary put in
their best effort to prevent the
play from sagging towards the
end.

The Tellippalai Church
serves to be congratulated on the
time and the effort which the
youth and the older members of
the church have put in to
stage a play of this bature in
the midst of ocur crowded and
multi-faceted life,

de-

Jawaharlal Nehru Award

Tapzanian  President, Dr.
Julins Nyerere, has been awarded
the Jawaharlal Nehru Award by
the Indian Mr. Ali
Ahmed under-
standing at a glittering ceremony
held recently in Vigyan Bhavan,

FPresident,
for Inturnational

New Delhi. Deseribed by the
Indian President as *“the con-
science of awakened Africa,

Dr. Nyerere was unable to receive
the award (valued at Re, 100,000)
at an earlier date because of his
pre-occupation ag Head of State.
In his acceptance speech, he
called upon the rich nations to
accept the transter of wealth to
the poorer nations as "'a binding
obligation” in otder to contribute
to human develonment.

Past recipier's of the Award
arei— Geners. U -Thant, the
late U.N. Secr ary General, the
late  Dr, Mart Luther King,

Mother Theresa,
Kaunda, Preside:

Phuosoglhar Andi

IMresident Kenneth
l'ito and Freoch
Malranz;

Ecumenism at Endane

At Endane Estate, Kahawatte,
Ecumenical Dialogue took a step
forward when Father Emmanuel

Guanapragasam of the Sri Lanka
Anglican Church ard Father Pio
Ciampa, S ]. of the Roman Catho-
lic Church toek in procession a
new cement cross to the site chosen
for & chapel
which is meant for all Christians
at Eudape. The church iz being
cpnstrucied without any aid from
any foreign source.

new eswmenical

“February Fiesta™

The Board of Finance and
Preperty of the Kollupitiya Me-
thodist Church has netted a sum
of nearly Rs. 50,000 by organising
a grand Fiesta on the Methodist
College grounds in February this

year., The proceeds will be used
for the Methodist Endowment
Fund,  for youth work and for

essential repairs to the Kollupitiva
Methodist Church, It is seldom
that suck a large sum is collected
in a two-day Fair.

Discrimination of Students
m U. K.

The 30 percent rize in tuition
at Britain's secondary schoolsapd
schools for higher education hbas
catized considerable anxiety lo par-
ents in Sri Lapka who have
children pursuing higher education
in Britain who even without the
rise in tuition have been facing
material difficulties in the country.
It is also learnt that there is
overt and covert political surveil-
lance of young persons who have
come to study in Britain,

The annual conference of the
British National Students’ Union
which met in London recently
bas, according to news reports,
denonnced discrimipation of foreign
students by the college and ‘wuni-
versity authorities,

The Business World
in France frowns on
use of English

The Government Information
Service of France has, it is
learnt announced that Irenchmen
using " Apglicisms” in the wrong
place, will be fined up to Rs. 310
(160 francs) for the first offence
according to a new law (to be
come effective next year). Foreign
words particularly baoned in
advertisements, worli contracts ete,
with a view to prolecting consu-
mers and employers who might
be confused or even misled by
wards not in their mother tongue.
Slipping inte Franglais as the
of/ciice istermed has to be checked
according  to  French  officials
briause of the large flow of foreign
and Epglish words into everyday
vosabulary in Fraoes.

are

125th Anniversary

The 125th Anniversary ceis-
brations of Sir Ponnambalam
Ramanathan took place in Jaffua
on April 16, Dr. Malcolm Adi-
sheshinh, Vies Chancellor of the
University of Madras delivered the
Ramanathan Memao'ial lecture at
the Jaffna Campus. Thirunelvely
at 4 p. m.on ‘' Higher Education
in South Asia’. Dr. P.P. G, L.
Siriwardene, the Vice Chancellor
of the University of Sri Lanka
presided.

At Veerasingham Hall there
was a ballet under the distinguished
patronage of Mr. Victor Ternne-
koon, the Chief Justice of Sri
Lanka.

Letter to the Editor

Presbyters’ (or Pastors)
Salary —
Is it Justice or Charity !

In the October 1975 issue of
' The South India Churchman'® —
the magazine of the Church of
Soutk India— appears a meaning-
ful, bold, true-to-fact article contri-
buted by no less an emibeat and
exalted Churchman than the
Rt. ‘Revd. Dr. Sundar Clarke,
Bishop in Madras. The article
is most opporiune and welcome,
In his forthright and studied
article His Lordship has analyzed
the whole salary structore in
relation to present day living
standards and soaring prices of
all essential commodities. He has
also drawn up a new scale of
salaries, which is wvery workable

and will certainly step up the
efficiency and efficacy of Church
Ministry.

We as a Christian Community
in Jafinpa should take 1mmediate
steps to help our Churches in
implemeniting the recommendations
put forward by His Lordship.

As a thought provoking re-
minder to us all, it 15 most
appropriate to quote ihe opeming
paragraph of tbat beauuful article
which reads as follows:

‘\We are concerned about the
Church, we are concerned about
the doctrines of the Church,
we are coucerned about the
unity of the Church, but the
question comes to me, Are we
concerned  about

really our
Pastors ! How do we, express
our concern? Perhaps if mnot

all, most of us are aware of
the struggles they go through.
My main question 15— How
have we expressed our concern f
Is it enough to speak about
and thiok sbout it? [i4s fime
we did something about .’
( Italics are mine.)
Let uvs pray and hope that
the good Bishap's plea will not
pass unheeded.

4. G. Thambyrajab

A Useful Dialogue

Rev, Ernest Hahn, an evan-
gelist working among Muslims in
India conducted a Seminar om
Evangeliem recently at the Theo-
logical College, Pilimatalawa. He
spoke of the necessity of breaking
down barriers between Christians
and Muslims caused by lack of
understanding. There are a pum-
ber of beliefs, he said, which wers
common to both Islam and Christig-
nity — belief in one God, belief
in prophets, recognition of 2 Haly
Book, belief in angels and the
expectation of a final judgement
(and consequently a call to re-
pentance). The Muslims give
special reverence to Moses who
gave the law, to David who gave
the psaims and to Jesus who gave
the Injil {the gosphel), The unp.
forgivable sin as lIslam sees it is
Shirk 1. e, seiting up someone c;r
something alongside God. A dan.
ger which a Christian should avoid
when sharing the gosphel with &
Moslem is dividing the oneness
of God. Jesus is the voica of
God takiog the form of man.

IN BRIEF ey 2 e
® Nearly 100,000 application
forms bave been issued to apphi-
cants who applied for them, to il
1400 teaching posts in the island,
the buik of which is in the
* dufficult areas .

J BGuS 1

MR. S. MANOPAVAN -

( Worker, Navaly Church}
will be ordained a Deacon
; by e
The Rt. Rev. D, J. Ambalavanar

( Bisbop in Jaffna)

at :

The Navaly Church _
on Saturday (24th of April)
at 7-30 a. m.

All are cordiclly tnvited.
- SaM. THAMPOE |
Secra.tl!‘!.‘ -

J. D- C. S--IO' .

NAVAJEEVANAM

17th ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

MAY 1st

YOU ARE WELCOME

8am —1 Pl‘ll-

WANTED

A fully gualified stenographer
with ability in Accounts.
Apply stating particulars.

and qualifications
before 15th of May, 1976,

P-nmcxi'm;.' )

e
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N. C. G. E. Standards

with which Distinction grades
G. E. Examination, the first to
ion of the New Scheme in 1972,

The somewhat lavish generosity
have been awarded at the last N. G

held in the island after the introduct
ntd "y
has avoked the gerzetsl camment among soma PIaClISIllg teachers '8

i : ession of ''a suspended
i EWd'ED hﬂ tr;:e. ; w;‘;n:a;:es;zzﬁaqsl IE:m:Pre-Vuca.tional subjects,
sente:;ﬂ bﬂﬂt;::o“- the Minister of Education, the. results have
::‘;I‘:::r sr:tiﬁed parents, teachers, sclioa! heads and ch!idrfﬂ- Wl
It i ssible that a new spurt ui enthusiasm of F'{P"S ginibu::d
hers talliskel,mam make a success of the New _Echeme_ha:S ‘j:ntim o
:n this splendid achievement. What we do like LQDuT;TE et
e e s an;de. ilrll aney ::udb]:cl:l‘.r:und achievement in
igh water mark of excelienc . ;
:ha:“;elg.g It should not be an awardl merely f‘if m:‘::;anl::l :::Z"";fi:
to mechanical guestions but a recogall on that 1‘:: ':usweﬁ e
intelligence and powers of original {hinkiog 1o e m;stion L
has given. We take it that a certain secuion ok dege i
is meant to test the students application of his ﬂ‘;:‘;h etk eyt
potential for creative thinking. It is this SECU‘”; w T i
mine the distinction grade that is awarded 10 tda sct knc;w e
0. L. esamination, there was a _schama‘ (W:nm: :rads i B
still continued ) whereby a script with a D_letU:lEmmmer L G
the marker has to be referred to the Chie 9 e
for re-scrutiny and approval. We do hope sucha scheme
at the N.C.G. E. Examination also.
I public platforms by those in autho-

mments made on
Wi s Pt we find that the evaluation of

ity in th epartment of Education, ¢ :
:;t:ult’: :g:ﬁf::, slapt towards more rural talent coming to tlhe_ ?ure
and more rural schools challenging the more prestiglous Instituitions
in their performance. This is all for the good and we are happy
that in the very first examination keld under the new .achems. the
erstwhile backward village school is able to catcgl up with 1ts urban
counterpart.

But we must not forget that Crade 9 1s npot merely intended to
ba a base for employment but also = springboard for higher education.
Emancipating our youth from ' imperialist education and culture” is
one thing but to fit them for highes education with the backdrop of
our own literary and cultural traditi-ns is guite another thing. It is
just here that our catches and elogims have to give place to more
realistic and hard thinking and planning particularly with regard 1o
the H. N.C. E. Examination.

No one would like the country to be flooded with graduates
whose gualification is only that they have shunned all efforts at ac-
quiring an impenalist outloek but we want graduates whose know-
ledge and attainments are broad enough for them to appreciate the
best not merely in their own culture but also in the culture of other
conntries. Educational planning, it will be appreciated, should not be
vitiated with narrow concepts of merely trymng to obliterate some of
the weaknesses of the old colonial system but should also be marked
by more grandiose pational goals. It should among other fealures,

“avoid studies of which the result dies with the worker” (to quote
the words of Leonardo da Vinci),

We don't deny that radical reforms in education in our country
were long overdue and that the present government has made a hold
bid to make a major break through. But let us not at this point
igonore some of the ‘highlights' of ihe oid system where grades were
not tumed to suit toe cbid but the caiid had to be

tuned to suit

the grade.
1_‘he glut of distinctions which sur students have earned at an
examination wilh such a wide range of syllabus which bardly any

:?chnul covered Lo its satisfaction should, in our opinion, be the sub-
Je;mt of a probe by a Comoutiee, appointed by the Commissioner of
h;mmatmus. Have ihe question pupers been set to suit the stu-
dents many of whom were bandicapped in wmany ways for lack of
adequate staff wnd of sufficient tme 1o complete the syllabus 1n the
various suvjects?  Under the predicament in which schools found
themseives at the end of 1975, this would bave been BN irresisitable

temptaiion. But o the interesis of |igher education in the country,
it is essenlial that i

_We slivwd mow “hich our wagon to @ star’
:.mmgn r.he., H.N.C.E, "star' 1s yer dim through Sur educauom\l
telescopes’ aud the student generalws thal has now qualified for
higher educalion 15 yet not maiure aGugh Lo discern 1, A leadin
school in the coubtry has recent’; called for applications for i[sr
H. N. C. B. course from stddents who bave :

; EECaE © " exceptionail
vesuiis' at the N, C. G. E. Examin.uon, % Baes

It is a pownter
s : v Perhaps
to an elemeut of conlusion and dov': gy educational lobbies ahou;
the stundard of atwiument  wheb . Distiugiion  Grage of th
el @
NG G Bl really conuoier ®
Fue lines of Euzabeth Bareig

cowning should in thi
plovide 1ol ui & sale guide;— [

A man's redcn should be

uve hin gfasp
W what's a Heaven lor,'
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Human Developme

N_{;,;' robt i Repo ri {

by
Rev. Kenneth Fernando

When the World Council of
Churches held its 4th  Assembly
in Uppsala in 1965 they were
quite sure that the nnsu}:ef to the
problem of the great 1mbalancle
in the distribution of the wor_lds
wealth lay in increasing the 1'\gw
of aid from developed countries
to developing countries. However,
at Nairobi 1t was accepted that
the Development Decade  bad
ended in a failure, and that
during the past 10 years the
richer countries had got richer,
the puorer countries poOrer, des-
pite (because of ?) the great

volume of aid.
In the WCC

ideas to

this context
had to look for new
make the development debate
relevant and meaniogful. Having
rejected the idea that the problem
could be solved by increased aid,
it was ipcumbent upon the
Assembly to put out new ideas
which would enable 2 more equit-
able distribution of the world’s
wealth, This is a task which the
Assembly in Nairobi left largely
unaccomplished

The Nairobi Assembly dealt
with a number of peripheral pro-
blems like the search for appro-
priale techpology, the energy
crisis, the foud crisis, militari=m
and ethical dilemmas arising from
the application of modern biology
to human proeblems.

However, on the main question
of buman development the Nairobi
Assembly piamnly cootessed s
baukrupicy im  the guest for
development, we find ourselves
CAURgUL 10 & pensive moud, TAlSiLg
many guestions and fHnding few
answers ', The necessity for
eucouraging seli-rellaoce, aod of
enabliug the oppressed and the
puor (o work out their own
soluuons to their probiems were
vaguely hinted at, but the econo-
mic implicalions of this policies
were uut wurked out in any great
detall,

Nevertheless,
Assembly
question  of
Wus  closely
question ol

the  Nairobi
recugnized that the
buman developmeut
connected wilh the
"“he qualiy of hfe.

nt is closely connected with the Quality of Lifu‘-‘j

finally by unjust structures' and
someone remarked appropriately
at the Assembly that “In a
country in which all are poor,
po one is poer ',

During the next 7 years the
World Council of Chorches has
been given a mandate to explore
more closely the significance of
“medium  techoolegy ", " the
limits to growth™ -argument and
the walidity of the western mode
of equating human development
with GNP. It may well be that
foreign aid, far from enabling the
development of the Third World,
is a factor that impedes it. The
only Third World countries that
bhave achieved significant advances
in national development have been
those which reiying on themselves

have refused to accept foreign
aid. However, these models,
especially China, were not avai-

lable for evaluation.

If the countries of the Third
Wotld were to refose aid from
the West, not only will they be
thrown upon their own devices
and ingenwity, they will also be
throwing the countries of the
West into crisis. Such a crisis
may well precipitate the collapse
of their economies and the
emergence of a new world econo-
mic order.
Here in Sri Lanka, it
would be necessary for us toask
ourselves very seriously what kind
of development we desire as a
naton. It will be possible for
us to invite the participation of
multi-national corporations if we
wish to trail bebind the so-called
developed countries of the West.
On the other band, we can claim
to be a truly developed country
already, where our ‘‘quality of
life” is jealously guarded and
where educational and health
facilities and food  subsidies
epsure that grim poverty 1s eli-
minated. What we need is the
confidence to identify and evaluate
aspects of cur own natiopal life
which confer on us a right to
claim that we are indeed one of
the more developed countries of

4

Lbe atier is not & measwabie (e world, We must also bs
guentity dud bas nothiog o do willing to continue our develop-
wita GNF. ‘Toe Assembly rt- pyent on pur own lines instead
poried Loar M Poverty 15 cwused of following a western siercotype.
. L For the wformation of ou. Readers, we will be publishing
from ume w0 ume, as spave permiis, Reports from members of
the Sri Lauka Delegation on .opics that came up at the Fifth

Asselmibly of the WCC, Ed.]

IN BRIEF

® Mr. J. R. Jayawardena's pro-
Posals to appoiut 53U muinisters for
each aspect of the nation’s acu
vities 1 Lbhe event of the U, N, F.
returning to power at the next
general eleciion, has been acclaimed
as a4 good pulicy by leading men
n ithe country inciuding Mr. M.

Thirucheivam, (). C., the former

® BBC's service to Sri Lanka
went off the air from 9-4-76, cutting
A 34.year link for austerity reasons,

® There will be 5000 vyisitors
to Sri Lanka for the Non-Aligned
Summit Conference in August this
year, This number includes dele-
gates, invitees and members of
the Press. According to pews re.
ports, the large number of brand
pew cars that are bemng imported
to the country would be re-expors
ted after the Conference.

Minister ol siale laccording
OEWS repuris.)
Printed for the Jafina Diocese «

Matthews residing aL 19, Lady of M;
Mr, Alvappillal Rejasiogam, 330, No |
Frews, Kaokusanihurad Kowd, Jeffos, o

de Chureh of South Indis by Mr. Philip
lea East Road, Jaftna, and published by
ar Kosd, Jaifna, at Sri Sanmuganatbhe
Vriday, a3nd Agudl, 1976
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