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The Vocational Training Centre at Delft

On the tenth of March 1984
dawned a new era for the
people of Delft. It was the
day when a Vocational Train-
ing Centre was opened in the
area by the Bishop of the Jaff-
na Diocese of the Church of
South India, the Rt Rev.D.J.
Ambalavanar.

The programme started with
a Service at which the Voca-
tional Training Centre was de-
dicated by the Bishop. This
was followed by a public meet-
ing presided over by the Ma-
nager of the Centre Rev. D.S.
Thiagarajah. It started with a
Prayer by Rev. S. C. Arnold.

The President, while wel-
coming the guests, friends and
well wishers present, explain=
ed to them what a boon it
was for the people of Delft
to be able to benefit from two
important projects started for
them by the Diocese — the Day
Care Centre for the pre-school
children and the Vocational
Centre for the vouth The
Bishop being a man of vision,
has chosen the two enterprises
for the people, of Delit.

The Day Care Centre. cat-
ters to the fundamental needs
of a child, to develop a sound
body. The Vocational School
will help the youth to prepare
themselves to be useful citizens
and not become misfits in the
society, There are forty five
children under two teachers
and more than forty adults
with five teachers benefiting
from these training centres.
Palmyrah cratt, Needle work.
English language. Shorthand,
type-writing both in English
and Tamil are being taught to
‘the adults.

The Assistant Government
Agent for Delft, Mr. A Maha-
lingam paid a warm tribute to
the American  Missionaries
whose concern was the deve-
lopment of body, mind and
spirit.: The Diocese, he said is
loyally and faithfull carrying
the *torch’ to the people of
Delft who have been a neg-
lected lot. He said that every
Tamil will remember th? im-
portant role played by the Bis
shop Ambalavanar in the re-
habilition of the Jaffina people
after every crisis that overtook
them

The Chief Post-master of
Delft, Mr. R. Sivapiragasam,
said that the C S I. Chureh in
Delft has identified itself with
the humble and unfortunate
people of the area, and that
its services should be remem-
bered with gratitude Mr. P
Antony the Deputy Principal
of Delft Maha Vidyalaya, speak-
ing on behalf of the schools
in Delft said that the dual pro-
jects namely the Day Care
Centre and the Vocatio_nal
Training Centre are two vital

streams of development for the
people. Rev. A Jeyakumaran
also spoke on behalf of the

Vocational Training Centre
Committee.
The President of Delft

M. P.C.S., Mr. N. Ramachan-
dran expressed his great admi-
ration and appreciation for the
wonderful service rendered to
the publie of Delft by the Jaff-
na Diocese of the Church of
South India.

The Bishop, thanking every-
body for the very warm wel-
come accorded to him,{ said
how overwhelmed he ' was,
when he was garlanded with
the novel ola-made beautiful
garland and given such a warm
welcome He assured them
that he would for ever conti-
nue with the services already
began and even much more.
Delft, he said, has been a place
of sentimental value to him as
not only his father, Rev. J.
Ambalavanar but also his elder
brother Rev. D. R. Ambalava-
nar had been serving ‘there for
a long time and for these rea-
sons too, he would serve the
people with -all ‘his might and
main He further added that
it was the duty of everyone
to see that school drop-outs
are gainfully employed.

A vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Rev. D S. Thiagara-
jah. He thanked the Bishop
for having been instrumental
in starting such benevolent
enterprises and thanked every-
body who had contributed their
mite to the building of the
projects and to the success of
the function. He thanked Mr.
S. Ratnavel for his valuable
service in putting up the build-
ings for the Vocational Train-
ing Centre

The Public Meeting was
followed by a garden party.

A fellowship Lunch was
organised by the members of
Delft Church on the following
day in honour of the Bishop's
visit.

Only Banks will issue TCs

The Central Bank has with-
drawn the powers of all travel
agents to issue travellers cheques
for ‘business and medical' travel
abroad.

Central Bank Governor, Warna-
sena Rasaputram said the two
cetegories were ' grossly abused ' by
trevel agents. In futureit will be
handled by the banks and authori-
sed agents of the Central Banl.

It hes been found that some
persons, as directors ef different
companies, had used the enbanced
exchapge allowance for sezveral
forelgn trips a year. This has been
a heavy drain on the countrie's
foreign exchange rsseaves,

CON=12-3-84

Wanted — Bookshop Manager

C. [a, S. Bookshop, Hospital Rnid, Jaffna.

Applicationy are invited from Christians for the Post of Manager

Christian Litephture Society Bookshop, Jaffua.
form which may be

be made on ‘the specified
C. L. S. Bookshop Jalfna,

Applications should
obtaind from the

Knowledge of book frade and accaunts will be an advantage,

Applications should bs sent by Registered Post to reach the
undersigned on or before 25th April, 198¢.

General Secretary,
Christian Literature Society;

60, Galle Road,

Colombo 6,

The Thanthai Chelva
Memorial Trust

The Thanthai Chelva Memo-
rigl Trusi invites The Tamils of
Sri Lanka to take the following
7 point Pledge on the 86th birth
anniversary of Thanthai Chelva
falling on 31-3-84.

1, We pledge to continue our
struggle for the right to our
emancipation by our sieadfast de-
dication te Truth and Ahimse,
conquering bate by love, violence
by npon-violence, cleansing our-
selves of racial animosities, troe
to the authentic ideal of our an-
cients that, " Every country is
my country and every man is my
kinsman ”.

2. We resolve to work the
political and economic inostitutions
in our areas as barbingers of a
new political and economic order
based on participatory democracy
so as to create a truly Gandhian
Sarvodaya Society assuring to all
Peace and Justice, Freedom and
Human Dignity,

3. Our commitment to create
a Sarvodaya Society imposes on
us a further obligation in our per-
gonal lives to reject the institu.
tion of caste and the comcept of
class and other inequalities, and
suggests a code of self-discipline
to everyone of us.

4, The Sarvodaya Society
we are after imposes on us A
further obligation to share with
our fellow men a simple life style,
with a ceiling on each family's
income, the rejection of the dow-
ry system, women wearing the
minimum of jewelry, and the
adoption, so far as is possible of
the vow of swadeshi.

5. We shall endeavour to
re-organize our education, formal
and non-formal, dintegrating in it
a system of libraries extendiog to
all villages; not the least part of
our education and voeational pre-
paration, the opportunities that
disabled children apnd young per-
sons have are equal to those of
pon-disabled children and young
persons,

6. WWe call upon our youth
to form Shramadana Service Corps
and invite local commities to belp
such service by forming Common
Funds.

7. We resolve to conduct
both festivals and domestic occa:

J.D., C. 8. 1. Treasurer’s Office

“The Office of the Treasurer
of the Jaffoa!Diocese of the Chureh
of South India will be closed for the
Easter Holidays from Monday the
16th to the 23rd of April, 1984
{ both days inclusive) .

Lions Governor in Jaffna

District Governor of Lions
International District 306B Dr.
Fahmy Ismail visited Jaffna for
the fourth time when he inagurated
the Lions Club of Kepay and the
Lions Club of Atchuvely and atten-
ded many projects organised by the
Lions Clubs of Jaffoa. Chevakach-
cheri and Vaddukodai.

At the meetings held in Jaffoa,
Atchuvely and Kopay Dr. Ismail
called upon the Lions to join hands
in service and in that way promote
better understanding and national
harmony.

He said that Lions should pool
their time, talent and experience to
plan out programs and strategiee
that would help the peopleat grass-
roots so that they could reep ths
fruits of modern science mnd tech.
nology. In effect they should be
involved in secial development pro-
jects rather than more social ser-
vice,

Earlier Dr. Ismail had inagu-
rated at the Lions Clab of Mavad-
dapuram which Club is now rusming
& Lion Hospital at Vallei, with 66
beds.

He also inaugurated two sewing
centres, laid a foundation stone for
the construction of & community
centre and visited the Leprosy vil-
lage of Sithapgerny. He presented
furpiture to the Lions Community
Centre and also handed over Rs.
280,000 received from Norad fora
vocational centre at Vaddukodai.

He also handed over equipment
and materials donated by the Lions
and Lion ladies of Jaffoa to the
General Hospital Jaffoa, .

sions on a subdued note so long
as our goml in wnrealized.

We are convinced that wdop-
tion of this 7 poiot Pledge, and
its substantial fulfilment, will
help to build our moral power
by strength from within, and
take us far on the road to
future.

K. Nesiah
Chairman.
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EDITORIAL
Jaffna

While| a loss of momentum in the ethnfc peace quest tls.
in our view, a serious problem facing the_ countr 1{' ahgn;;at [Tr
problem is the loss of morale, parucularh_' 1p the 91_1 of the
e t among the great wncommitted majority of citizens who
m:;:;}:yin no demonstrations, carry no picket signs, create no
;?ots and participate in no confrontations,

Civilians 10 the streets and the market place, suffeg‘ing from

host of deprivations yet courageously seeking self-reliance and

?eading useful productive- lives have been unfortunately victims
of the political hurricane in Jaffna.

ent no doubt has not been slow or ambiguous
in u?;gingogtesrl}?tentiuns clear. The Minister qf National Secllx-
rity visited Jaffna shortly after he assumed his new pc:rtfolm
and said that the encounter in the North was against ‘terro-
riste! and not against Tamils,

The Prime Minister has often in his public statements said
that the ruthless campaign against 'terrorvists '_ should be _'-“?‘?C‘I'
taken with due regard to the lives and liberties of the civilians
of the country. He had said earlier that this government would
not deal with ‘terrorists’ as the S L F. P. government did with
the insurrectionists of 1971.

But despite these public utterances, it has been a drea_riiy
familiar stroy in Jaffna of a visibly toughened stance against
all citizens, on the slightest provocation.

There have been, no doubt, some genuine attempts to calcu-
Jate actions ‘on a broad strategic canvas’. The transfer of
the Tamil Government Agent in the North, Mr- Devanesan
Nesiah has been put off. The centres in the South for the re:
cruitment of Accountants in the Bank Service have been can-
. celled to give a fair chance for Tamil candidates to sit the
Examination in their own districts. Schemes are under prepa-
ration to help the displaced to resume their normal avocations

But the deeping crises in the country connot be dispelled
only by civil little truces however welcome they are.

A sensitive area of unrest in the North has been the pro-
blem of Tamils and University education —a matter in which
some significant headway we know has already been made.

As we go to press we note from news reporfs that there
is an unsettled climate in the university of Jaffna over land-
lords refusing to give hostel accommodation to University stu-
dents in the present turbid ‘climate’ in the North,

The whole ‘atmosphere’ in the country of mutual distrust
and fear with a potentiality for violence has to be cleared if
ethnic harmony is to prevail, Salty observations and spur.of.
the-moment words have to be avoided by political leaders on
all sides.

Above all, the situation in the North has to be handled
with great care, Terrorism and violence have to be put down
with strength but, “what is strenzth ' said Milton in his epic
Sampson Agonistes " without a double share of wisdom ",

Malnutrition highest in

Obstetrician honoured
B’calea

Dr. V. P, Abeysinghe, Consul-
tant, Obstetrician and Gynaecologist

Castle Street, Maternity Hospital,

Mr. M, Aathonimuthu Govt.
Agent, Batticaloa District said that

tian,

the recent survey cooucted by the
Ministry of Plan Implementation in
the ' Batticaloa Disirict revealed
that the percentage of Malnutrition
among children in the Batticaloa
District was the highest among the
ciildren in the whole of Sri Lapka.
He said that this could be seen
among the female children whaoee
heighests bore testimony ta this
aspect. He said that lack of nulrit-
ion was the sole cause that has
affected their hights. A compa-
rative study of the age groups of
children from the other districts
wonld reveal thatdack of nutrition
has affected their heights, He said
that eatiog vegslables of nutritious
vilue and leaves would provide the
needed proteins for a healthy buil.
ding of one's body,

He said that plenty of leaves
that bas nutritious valve were not
eaten by villagers as they preferred
up-country vegetables to locally
grown vegetables,

: Mr. K, Tharmalingam. Deputy
Director, Plan Implementation chir-

has been elected a Fellow of the
Royal Coliege of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists of the U, K.,

After graduating from the Co-
lomba Medical School, he went to
the U. K. where he qualified as a
copsultant, He worked a5 a visit-
iDg consultant at the Middlesex and
Steppinghill hospltals,

He is the first Surgeon in the
world to have successfully carried
out Caesarian gection surgery for
the delivery of twing using only
Acupuncture anaesthesia gt the
Kalubowila Hospital, The twins
were named Lan Yua and Yen in
Chinese which means "flame " and
" archid " respectively,

: Dr. Abeysinghe is an old boy
of St, Joseph's College, Colambo~10.

ed the seminar held ag the Aragady
Mabha Vidyalaya, Batticaloa,

Mr, K. Thevathasan, Agsistant
Director of Agriculture, Battiealoa
and Mr. V. Sambasiva Iyer AGA,
Mapmunai North, Batticaloa'Town
Division also spoke,

Service of Thaksgiving

A Service of Thanksgiving
for the life and witness of the
late Mr. Samuel Nadarajah
Chinnaiyalk was held at the
Puliyantiva Methodist Church.
Batticaloa, on March 17th 1934.

The service was condu_cter:l
by Rev. T. Jeyaseelan, assisted
by Rev. S. Thevanesan:. The
opening prayer was said by

Rev. Malar Chinniah.

The message was: delivered
by Rev. M. A Ratnarajah who
explained the significance of
the Thanksgiving Service and its
appropriateness as a means of
blessing for those who die in the
Lord. Quoting from St. Paul's
Epistle to the Philippians, chap-
ter 1, verses 22—24, Rev. Ratna-
rajah said that, for a Christian,
both life and death are blesse
ings, as life gives him an
opportunity of fruitful service
to Christ while death means
a closer fellowship with Him.

A tribute was paid by Mr,
Robert Setukavalar who re-
ferred to the services render-
ed to the Methodist Church
by the late Mr, Chinnaiyah
and the example set by him
as a sincere and fervent Chris-
He ‘also ‘said that the
life led by him was an illus-
tration of the fact that there
was no incompatibility or con-
flict between the legal profes-
sion and the practice of the
Christian religion,

The lessons were read by
the late Mr. Chinnaiyah's wi-
dow, Ratnavathy Chinnaiyah,
and their younger son. Chap-
drakumar.

A special anthem was ren-
dered by the Church Choir.

A tribute in verse Wwas
composed and read by Mrs,
T: Ramachandran.

Legislation on agreed
matters

The Amity Roundtable Con-
ference adjourned till May 9 to
give the government time o pre.
pare draft legislationon the two
matters on which consensus
was reached at the cominittee
stage and to enable
consultations on matters on
which consensus has not been
reached.

Conference spokesman La-
lith Athulathmudalj said the
areas in which legislation will
bp drafted are the EBranting of
citizenship to the stateless and
the setting up of clected loeal
government institutions below
tl?’e district development coun-
CliS.

further

Abc_aut 93,000 stateless pPer-
sons will bemefit by the con-
ference decision,

~ Mr, Athulathmudal; said two
VIEWS were expressed about the
lqcal Zovernment institutions,
One was for the revival of yil-
lage councils and town coun-
cils. The UNP opposed this
on th_e ground that they were
not viable and that fresh de-
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English Day at St. Johns

The St. John's _College.
English Day was held in Peto
Memorial Hall recently. _

My, C. E. Anandarajan 10
his address pointed out that
the foundation for the Peto
Memorial Hall was laid by the
Chief Guest, Emeritus Principaly
Mr. Pooranampillai and through
his untiring efforts he was able
to complete construction of the
building during his tenure of
office as Principal.

Mr. K Pooranampillai thank=
ed the Principal and students
for having invited him and
honoured him as chief guest.
He stressed that English edu-
cation made a person a better
learned man. ¢ English Lan-

 guage should be the second

language in schools just like
in India, Germany and several
other countries,” he said.

English is a must for all
for purpose of research apd
higher education as well as
understanding of the people all
over the world.

House Team to ‘Consider’
CJ’s Speech

The Cabinet yesterday de-
cided that a select committee
of parliament will be appointed
to consider matters arising from
the controversial speech made
recently by Chief Justice Neville
Samarakoon. :

Minister of State, Ananda-
tissa de Alwis, told reporters
after yesterday’s cabinet meet-
ing, that representations had
been made to the government
to move an address in parlia-
ment for the removal of the
Chief Justice, in view of cer-
tain statements alleged to have
been made by him at the Sin-
nathurai Institute.

““Cabinet, however, decided
that a select committee of par-
liament be appointed to inquire
into these matters. Dr, de
Alwis said.

[CDN 29.3.84]

No retirement at 45

The government has t(urped
down a mucn-canvassed suggestion
that public servents aflected by the
July disturbances
mitied toretire at the age of 45, 1f
they have put in 20 years of Services

The main reason for the go-
vernment's ruling, according  to
Fublic Administration ministry
sources, was that if the proposal
went through, the depletion of pub-
lic service ranks would be crippling.

The sourees said the lobby for
the intraduction of this retirement
clause had been particularly strong
soon after the disturbances,
is now believed that the change to
the Pensions Minyte on these liges
will not be Decessary,

should be per-

but it

limitation of
be necessary.

The UNP w
cal bodies calle
bhas for the

sistant govern
Vigsions.

bouudunes. I|;roE:i

ants bipgar Jg-
d Pradesha Sa-
Ountry s 240 asa
ment agenty' i~

{Ccbhy 23-3.84]
S “rider Ng. ;;'6‘..".;'1—'_-'.:6:‘,;:{;.@_2'.
~aurch N
Jaling oy g 1dia at Spi gan-
; Eiday, 134 i
haw, 330, Navalar Rgud] ?;:Il.l]ﬂ 48t
' na,



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

