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St. James' Church Nallur

156th Anniversary
Celebrations

The Festival of St James
along with the 156th Anniversary
of the Church was celebrated
from 20th July to 25th July,
The Rev. Dasmond Gunesekera,
Vicar, St. Luke's Church, Borella,
conducted a three days Conven-
tion on the 20th, 21st and 220d.
Every meeting began with balf
an hour of

Inspirational singing
to the accompaniment of piang-
accordian and guitar. Fr, Das-

mond, a well experienced Revival
Preacher put across the Gaspel
Message very effectively, His fine
voice and guitar playing were an
added inspiration. The mestings
were very well attend:d. Many
from neighbouring parishes also
joined in. Qa Sunday the 22ad
there was a Parish breakfast afrer
the moraing mnieeting te all who
attended. The evening meeting
ended with the members of the
congregation  re-dedicating their
lives to Christ and His service,
followed by the sacrament of Haly
Communpien.

On Menday there was a sar-
vice of Healing and en Tuesday
there was a special service for
the women of the Parish. The
Celebrations ended with a festival
Holy Communion service on St.

James' Day (25th July) at 6.30
a m
- Cot,
Jaffna College
Athletic Meet

The Anouval Inter-Fouse Ath-
letic Meet was held on Saturday
7th July, 1984 on the Bicknell
grounds with Mr. & Mrs. Anatha-
reichagan as the Chief Guests.
Mr, & Mrs. Anatharetchagan were
both former students of Jaffaa
Coliege and during their time ex-
celled in athletics and were mem-
bers of the Hastings House which
emerged champions this year also
obtaining 823 point. Second, third
and fourth places went to Hitch-
cock, Abrabam and _Btown res-
pectively. LEight new ground re-
cords (Two by girls) were set up.

The Best Performance Cup
was won by G, J. Jesurajah, Dur-
ing the week preceding the Finals
almost 105 eveuts were worked out.

Alumni Association

The Jaffua College Alumai
Association elected its representa-
tive to the Jaffaa College Board
of Directors by a postal ballot.
This procedure bas been now
adopted for more than 40 years.
The election wa: conotested by
Mr, K. Gunaratnam, Attorney-at-
Law and Mr. K. Wijayanayagam
of the Accounts Department of
Browns, Colombo. Of the ap-
Proximately 400 registersd and
eligible voters 232 polled. Mr.
Gunaratpam obteised 139 votes
Md Mr. Wijayansyagam 93 votes.

Board for a term of three years.
Mr. Gunaratnam
Diistrict

Clab, is
Unofficial
has

5
of

the Deputy
Governor the Lions
a Senior Altorney and
Magistrate, aud also
the Secretary of the
Jaffua College Alumni Association
for ten yaars, During his schopl
days a good sportsman
and a very keen scout being a
Queen's Scout and later a Rover
Scout.

bzan

he was

The polliog at this election
is the highest on record,

Board Chairman in U, 5,

Mr, J. M. Sabaratmam, the
Chairman of the Jaffna College
Board of Directors who is at
present in UK was iaovited to a
special meeting of the Board of
Trustees of Jaffua College Funds
in Boston, U.S.A. on the 22ad
Juue, 1984,

During his one week stay in
USA, he was able to visit the
America-Ceylon Mission connected
persons and some Jafina College
alumnl such as the Shires in
Newman, Rhode Island; the Cham-
pions, the Thurairatpams, the
Samuels and the Kanagaratoams
Ohio,

Mr. Sabaratnam is
to retarn in September,

expected

Visit of British
Prime Minister to Sri Lanka

The British Prime Minister,
Mrs, Margaret Thatcher is expect-
ed to wisit
ing her tour of Malaysia,
pore and the Phillipines.
will be the Chief Guest at the
Inavgural function in connection
with the Commissioning of the
Victoria Project — a power produc-
tion project which is estimated
to cost £ 145 million of which
£ 100 million was provided by the
United Kiogdom,

Singa-
She

For the Record

Peace Mission in Jaffna

An eleven member Delv_.--
gation from the Uniteq Reli-
gious Organisation was in Jaff

na for three days ( July 17 — 20 ).
The delegation was led Iby
Father Tissa Balasooriya [he

object of the visit was to as-
sess the present position of
the Tamils and bring about
unity.

The Leaders from Religious
(rganisations in _jal"fna .who
met the delegation were:—
Mr Visvalingam representing
the Arumuga Navalar Sabha,
Mr. Shanmugasundamm, ;eprc;
3 i the Subramania Swam
?\e;;at::i. Mr Vythilingam, re-
pl‘ESEI’ltiﬂﬁ the D_x'vmf! Life So-
ciety, Mr D. Rajendra, repre-
senting the Visve Inthu Par.

Sri Lanka also dur-
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Mr. Guoaratnam who  was  Appreciation
duly elected will serve on the -

J. M. (Babu) Rajaratnam

‘Do you know that a

Prince and a great man has
fallen today”

2Znd Samuel 3:38
J.M. or Babu as better
known to us, was called to his
eternal rest on the night of
Sunday 15th july, 1984 Born
on the 22nd September, 1921,
he was the second son of the
Late Mr BE.]J Rajaratnam who
adorned the Ceylon Civil Service
about three decades ago. J. M.
had his early education at St.
Thomas' College, Mt. Lavinia
for a period of 5 years where
he passed the Junior Cam-
bridge and won his colours in
athletics and soccer. He was
also House Frefect and Vice
Captain. Thereafter he joined
St. John's College, jaffna from
where he matriculated. He
won his soccer and cricket
colours and captained these
teams subsequently. He will
dalways be remembered as the
captain of the cricket team in
1942 which won the champion.
ship that year. He also contri«
buted a brilliant and chance-
less 57 runs not out in the
big match which we won in
1941, He was the Senior Pre-
fect and kept the family
tradition, as his late father
Mr. E. J. Rajaratnam who was
the first Senior Prefect of St.
John's” College,

He served the Government
as Senior Food and Price Con-
trol Inspector, but prematurely
resigned to work in the Pri-
vate Sector» [e was the mana-
ger of the Jaffna Coopera-
uve Stores and thereafter joined
the J D-.C.5.1, administrative
service and served Mc Leod
and Green Memorial Hospitals,
as administrative  Secretary
which post he held with great
acceptance loyal to his su.
periors, and sympathetic and
kind to his subordinates.

J. M. was one of strict
principles. He had the strength
to stand for what he believed
was right and never swerved
from it whether his ftriends
approved of it or not He
was always possessed with a
firmness ol character. He was
unassuming, quiet and humble
He dishked any form of pre.
tension. ] M. possessed a very
keen sense of duty and his
day to day life was disciplined.

The last phase of J. M.'s
life could not have been more

shath, Mrs. Arunasalam repre-
senting the Hindu Ladics Man-
raarty Rt. Rev. D Is Ambal:la\ra-
nar, and Rev. Father Michael
Swami, representing the Chris-
tian Church. Among others
who participated at the Con-
ference was Mr. R. Balasubra-
maniam, Secretary of Jaffna
Citizens Committee,
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Orientation Seminar

An Orientation Saminar for
250 teachers of Euoglish  from
Batticaloa, Jaffoa apd Colomba
was organiged recently in Colombo
with the help of the Asia Found-
ation, Local University teachers
of Eaglish wers given a twao-
months course in the Communic-
ation Method of teaching English

as different from the structore
Method.

The three visiting American
teachers who conducted the Semi-
nar were Prof. Jack Thomsen and
Dr. Elizabeth Hansen Smith from
the Califarnia Uaiversity and Dr,
Eileen Scott, Fullbright Lectarer
from a University in Nepal.

The new approach aims at
teaching English solely through
English by the maximum exposure
of the students to the language.

than appropriately lived at his
ancestral land and by worship-
ping at the church where all
his kith and kin worshipped.
He could be seen riding a
spotlessly white scooter and
wearing a spotless white dress.
He was always spick and span,
right up to his home call. He
was a picture of perfection in
manners dress and carriage.
Not a hair was out of place.
He and his family were devout
and regular worshippers and
gave of their best to the
Church. His voice was |usty
and rich. He excelled in ori.
ental and westerna music and
could be always seen humming
a tune when otherwise pre-
occupied. His puckish humour,
belief in committing himself
and faith in his commitments,
involved himself in various
programmes of his Church. At
the last A. G M of St. James'
Church Nallur he was elected
unanimously as one of the
wardens. His last moments
were spent at the evening
Service on the 15th inst. when
he sang lustily and alse
partook in the Last Supper.
An hour later he entered the
Heavenly mansion.

May I pass a word of com-
fort t0 Rajamalar and the
children. Jimmy his brothers
companion and friend and other
members of the family that
this rich voice has not b.efn
stilled, but continues to sing,
the echoes which still keep
ringing.

Finally I wish to close
this tribute by quoting a
Printer's Epilaph which struck
me.

« Like a worn out type he is
returned to the founc]gr. in the
hope of being re-cast in a- a
better and more perfect mould,

~— Sam 5, Sathascevan
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EDITORIAL f
Peace Prognosis

ion 1 tum of the arms
the escalation in the momen e al
a political scientist has made a significant ob.-;ejc.-atmn,
raceii s I:aid that the most compelling reason for nations to
H?hosl'd the use of some of the most deadly weapons now in
:;l;ir possession, is that Hiroshinue did happen.
. i * i idely expressed in our
¢ ntiment. 'never @gain . S0 Wi : 1 o
cuunfgre :ﬁer the ethnic blizzard of July 1983, reflects a similar
mood. |
i i : be built on foundations
ace in Sri Lanka has to i 1
ﬁrrnfrutthf: 2 national phoebia, however desirable. which seeks
only to prevent a recrudescence of July 1933.

Reflecting on

\d make for lasting Peace in
at are the factors that wou : _ ’

; avlii?cal climate so murky that a single day without an
iiﬂcidem » appears to be a form of reconciliation ?

One of the important matters on which tl?e ISeverl-man
Action Committee of the United Religious Org:_mssatmn should
have a clear conscience is to sce that Peace is not made to
fit into a pattern, determined by any powerful group in the

country, g

' In this context, the term _"propaganda is unfortgnate.
Peace, Harmony, Reconciliation if they are to be meaningful
in the contemporary national context cannot be man:p)mlated to
fit, as the idiom goes, into a procrustean mould.‘ [ Procrustes
was a notorious robber of Athens who, according to legend
fashioned his prisoners by chopping their limbs or stretching

“ them, to suit the couch he provides for them].

‘But, on the other hand, the alternative of ‘Peace" is not
syiolence’ whether it be by militant youth or by thg security forces
or any other organisation. ‘Violence” says a writer *'is a sword
without a handle”. It hurts not _onl:.lr the wvictim bs._lt also
those who use it. What a toll _ut lites back-ld_sh has claimed in
Sri Lanka since July 1983, without any noficeable gain! [In
mundane terms, the cost of the July 1983 violence is a stagger-
ing 12 million dollars according (o 4 World Bank Report .

More depressing than the atmosphere of conflict and back-
lash in the country is that “"good men", not politically moti-
vated are either silent or have left the country or in the
process of leaving it.  Since szrch 1984, the Department of
Immigration and Emigration Las issued 85,000 passports —an all
time record.

Those” stout hearts who have, chosen to remain have it
appears to us, become almost immune to the ‘crisis'. * We
have got to live with this. The machine goes on blindly what
can a little cog do?” 1is the tone of the remarks we have
often heard.

The stalemate that has held Sri Lanka is a painful pheno-
menon. All the same, the Tamil Problem cannot be solved by
militant youth trying to bring down their leaders a peg or twg
or by Tamil leaders organising non-violent campaigns without
a favourable climate for the functioning and success of the
campaigns.

At the same time, an increasing military posture to main.
tain peace is an approach whllch brings small comfort pr gain.
Sri Lanka can have security only through PEACE — peace

which is not absence of struggle but *a disposition for bepe-
yolence, confidence and justice”.

and effort. Any deviation from
the merit principle will mean
a loss of talent to the nation.
The state should undertake
an accelerated programme to
up-grade the facilities of syb-
standard schools during the
next 5 to 7 years beyond which
quotas of any kind should not
continue,

Two Members Disagree

Two members of the Eight-
member Committee appointed
by the UCC to review Univer-
sity admissions have disagreed
on some of the recommenda-
tions and submitted their dis-
senting notes as an addenda
to the Report.

Mr, Manicavasagur does not
approve of the concessions pro-
posed for Muslim students and
plantation Tamils 10 marks
less than the morm for admis

Mr. V. Manicavasagar, a {or=-
mer Chancellor of the Univer-
gity has stressed that ralent
and merit alove Should be the
criterion to enable our institu-

tions of higher learning to be sionsg ) Muslim  students, says
centres of excellence. Mr Manicavasagar are scat-
tered all over the island and

The merit quota, according
to bhim should be ipcreased
progressively  beginning  with
4p pereent for the Academic
year 1985— 1986 and the dis-
trict quota be &0 per cent re-
duced year by year.

Quotas and bonus marks
stifie the spirit of competition

conld opt to study in the Sin-
hila or Tamil medium and
have access to a wide range
of schools. Many Muslim stu-
dents too after their school
take up to trade in which they
excel Concessions to these
students therefore are not ne-
cessary.

Recent books at the
Christian Institate for the
study of Religion & Society

Library

Third Eye Theology by C. 5. Song :

born author
is an acclaimed theologian of
the third world In this book
he critically examines some of
the assumptions of traditional
western theolpgy and comes to
the conclusion that for . the
Asian context there is a need
for a different perception of

This Korean

spirituality. He borrows the
term third-eye from Zen
Budhism, which speaks of a

new perceplion of reality when
one is free from ignorance.
Dr. Song understands the new
perception of Asian spiritua-
lity in a similar sense. In
contrast to western theological
treatises which  are based
mainly on reasons, the author
invites his readers to join in
the search of the lost heart.
It is heart more than mind
that matters in his theology.
He therefore begins his analysis
of Asian spirituality in ordinary
human setting. . He believes
that theology must echa the
pulsations of lite coming from
the teaming humanity of the
market places, streets, theatres,
dockyard and similar areas,
Hence for Dr. Song theology
begins with humanity and ends
with God

The sther sido of 1984 by Leslie
Newhigin ;

The author was one of the
Bishops ot the Church of South
India. In this book be raises
several radical questions about
the future of western culture
and the life and witness of
the church within that cul-
ture- The i1ssues that he
raises are primarily addressed
to the churches in Britain,
However, the postscript by
Rev. Wesley Amnarajah places
the book 1n a broader frame-
work and makes it releyant
for those in the east as well.
Bishop Newbigin deals basi-
cally with the new framework
of understanding that the west
had adopled since the time
of enlightenment and goes on
to show how inadequate this
new rational understanding has
been. He says, the west with
all the advancement in science
and technololy has now reached
a4 stage when many problems
still remain unsolved and many
explanations still seem inade.
quate, Following his favourite
author Michael Polanyi on this

As for plantation Tamil
students, who are a neglected
lot, the belter course to pur -

subject he says, that we_need
to recover the true meaning of
the the word ‘dogma’ that
has been set aside since the
enlightement, as a concept that
shackles human freedom, It
is his contention that any true
understanding of things. begin
with an act of ‘receiving’, in
faith. It is this act of receiving
in ordinary life that he com.-
pares with the concept of
dogma in religion., And there.
fore, he believes that when we
truly undersiand the meaning
of Dogma it also helps us to
understand the world. Those
concerned about the tension
that exists between modernism
and christian faith would do
well to read this book.

Walking on thorns by Allan Boesak :

The author is a minister
of the Dutch Reformed Mission
Church in South Africa. He
is currently president of the
World Alliance of Reformed
Churches. As one who openly
came out against apartheid he
has been constantly under
threat to his life His address -
at the W.C C,, Assembly was
so well received that he was
given a standing ovation at the
end of his speech: This small
but important booklet is on
the theme of christian obedi-
ence. Lhis is not a theclogical
treatise on the subject but a
collection of some of his ser-
mons and a letter written by
him to the Minister of Justice,
His basic message is that as
christianss it is our prime duty
to be obedient to our Lord
rather than to men. The ser.
mons bring out the tension.
that exists between the church
and state. Though this book
is written with a particular
context N mind yet the
message 15 applicable to all
in Sri Lanka.

% — 5.8, A

Unemployment Rate

The Economically Active Po-
pulation —a Report.based on the
Census of Population [1951} 5AYS
the unemployment rate in Sri
Lanka was 17.9%. Jaffoa's rate
was 14.1%, Mannar 3%, Vavuniya
6% Mullaitiva 5 4%, The high
unemployment rates, accordiog to
the Report are in Matara 27.3%,
Gampaha 26.1% and Gile 26%

Qbituary

My, Ariam Asirwatham

The death of Mr, Ariam Asir
watham retired Regional Mana-
ger. Banl of Ceylon, a brother
of Mr. J- G. Asirwatham, High
Court Judge. Jaffna occurred in
Colombo on 17-7-8¢ The Fune-
ral took place at Colonel Jeya-
wardene Mawatha, Colombo on

:;.__\"'1-.:-

sue ll'l;m_ ‘concessions', is to Wednesday 18-7-84,
give pupils who reveal talents He leaves Dbehind  three
schelarships  in the  petter children, Arialmmaf. loy r;.'d
schools. Rosila and three hr:)[]{.-_-:-i, ge]-
LA sgmmary of (he Comments Yapdydgdnie “ii_-'l:!h and (..;I'IHI'IY-
of the other entient Mr. Ariam was involved sotive-
5. L. M. Shafis Marikar will lv in religious ‘work ip Jaffna
be givea in due course.| and was a member of the
; Ed, Gideons !n!erm:h’una!s. .
Ragistaved as g Newspaber ot the G . P.O.;, 85r1 Lanka u_r.'-;g._}\' "_Q_ﬂ_ﬂ"-g.fEOﬂﬂﬁfﬁf /
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