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m‘essage

Cg am extremely pleased to send a message
to the commemoration number published in conn-
ection with the annual festival of the Cultural
Council of Manmunai South and Eruvil Pattu.

This  Cultural Council has to bhe congratulated
on the efforts made to promote appreciation of
Arts by the people.

I would like to specially mention that the
efforts made by the Cultural Council to encourage
artists by organising competitions among the Arts
Associations of Manmunai is an example to other
Cultural Organisations.

I wish this festival all success.

S. 5. Kulatilake

(Minister of Cultural A fairs.
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WMonmunai Seuth & Erusilpatiu d. 6. d."s Disisicn.

I am extremely happy lo note that the Divisional Culiural
Council of Manmunai South and Eruvilpattu A. G. A. s
Division has organised a cultural festival to be held next
month. I find that the Cultural Council has been very active
in the past and continues to promote cultural activities with
great vigour.

Creative activity in the spheres of the arts and literature
plays a significant role in the efforts made towards national
development. The purpose of the arts is not mercly to entertain
but also to educate and inform. The development of social,
artistic and aesthetic skills such as critical discrimination and
appreciation of good literature, good music, good drama eic.,
and also the development of creative skills such as writing,
composing, singing and dancing, etc. in psopls conteibute to
economic skills such as are necessary for 11"ade, industry,
commerce and agriculture. True national development would be
the balanced synthesis of social and economic skills as well
as a synthesis of traditional and modern techniques. Such a
balance can only be achieved through the proper alignment
of economic and cultural values and attitudes. It is the function
of organisations such as your Cultural Council to help bring
about the development of such values and attitudes., 1 am,
therefore, very glad that your Council has organised this
festival of drama, music, dance and poetry, which will generate
the skills necessary for development.

1 wish your Council every success and hope that it
will continue to function as energetically as it has done in
the past.

P. H. Premawardhana

Secretary.
Ministry of Cultural Affeirs.
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Ratlicaloa District.

Cq am pleased to send a Message on the
occasion of the Cultural Festival thatr is being
organised by the Cultural Council of Manmunai
South and Eruvil Pattu Division.

Batticaloa District can be proud of its ancient
Cultural heritage. The ‘Nattu Koothuw’ a form of
ancient Folk Dance is still being preserved in the
village in its original form.

I am happy to note that the Cultural Council
is arranging several competitions in ‘Nattu Koothu’,
Villu Paddu, Karagam, Koladdam and Kummi with
a view to encouraging these anciemt Cultural arts
and T am sure such competitions and Cultural
Festivals would not only promote the development
of Culture but would also foster cordiality and
better understanding among the people of the area.

I wish the Cultural Festival every success.

R. B. Weerakoon
KACHCHERI, Governmen: Agent, Batticaloa Disirict
BATTICALOA.
24-7-1973.
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