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N

ikneswaran Paramanathan began his broadcasting
Wcureer at the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation in

1970. He distinguished himself as a popular newsreader
and producer of radio dramas on socially relevant themes.

Wikneswaran was appointed Executive Producer af the Nafional
Television Corporation in 1982. The visual medium provided him
with ample creative space for the writing and productiori of
dramas on new, rarely explored themes. A presfigious award
from the Nafional Film Corporation for an original Tamil Film
Script was one of his major achievements in dramatic writing.

In 1984, he assumed duties as Head of Tamil TV Programs. He
coped with the complex problems of Tamil T. V Program
administration with a mature understanding of the politics of
Broadeasting. He was known in broadcasting circles as an
unflappable T. V Newsreader in fimes of national emergency.

When the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka escalated into a violent civil
war, Wikneswaran resigned his |ob and emigrated fo Canada in
January 1991.

The Radio Play “Let's Live Through” has for it's leit motif the
searing existential problems confronting the many Sri Lankan
Tamils who have taken residence in other countries due to the
fierce ethnic conflict. The powerful dramatic sequences in the play
reflect the collective pain and trauma of the Tamil community
brought about by the violent conflict. They also communicate a
compelling vision of the future - a beautiful message of Hope.

Summer 1998
Toronto
(V. Rojosunderam
Co-ordinator,
Development Communication Group,
Ryerson Polytechnic University
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