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Dr.S.A. Tharmalingam 1908 -

DrS.A. Tharmalingam is a younger brother of the well known DrS5.A. Ventivelu of
Jaffna. He was educated at St.fohns and St.Patrick’s Colleges. He chose a medical
career and passed out as a doctor, ltke his elder brother, in 1933, He served as a
Medical Officer under the Government of Cevlon at Angoda, Kolonne, Kurunegala,
Mannar, Mullaitivn and Rakwana.

On retirement in 1930, he set up as a private practitioner in Jaffna and was a very pop-
ular person of the community. His interest in the welfare of his patients led to lis
involvement in politics.

He was elected a member of the Jaffna Municipal Council and there he was chosen as
Mayor for 1962-63.

He was closely associated with the Tamil Eelam Liberation Front, a group which was
not satisfied with the policies followed by the Tamil Parliamentarians of the time.

After a "Hartal” in Jaffna in 1983, he and a few others were taken and held in devn

. . . N [ |
tion. He was eventually released in November 1983, after experiencing many difficu
ties. He then took up residence in England.

Dr. Tharmalingam married Sundaravalli, daughter of Dr. Saravanamuthu of Kaddudai
and has four daughters. Tharmambal married to Dr. Navaratmam, Dr. Tharmavalli
married to Dr. Sathivamurthi, Dr. Tharmasothy married to Dr. Balarajah, and
Dr.Tharmarani married to Dr. Vignaraja.
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S.Sivanayagam (Editor, Hot Spring)

It rarely happens that we get the opporwunity, or FEEL THE NEED, to honor a living
person on his ninetieth year. If Dr.S.S. Tharmalingam who was 90 on March 23 is being
honoured today, it is not because he is 90, but because he is a living Tamil asset. Armed
with a mere stethoscope, he felt not only the heart beats of his patients but the heart
beats of the entire tamil nution,

A doctor by calling, a politician by choice, a fighter for human freedom, and above all,
humanitarian at heart-that is Dr. Tharmalingam. The one predominant trait in his is
CONCERN, a deep, abiding concern for his fellow men. Tt was that made fim a com-
mitted crusader for Tamil rights.

When I met with him at his son-in-law Dr. S. Navaratnam's Brentwood residence the

other day, I found in him the same longing for freedom, the same devotion to the Tamil
cause that had energized him when he was twenty, thirty years younger. His body Hiay
be now frail, his eyesight poor, his memory getting shaky and his voice feeble, but amaz-
ingly, him mind is yet totally committed to the emancipation of the Tamil peaple. When
a friend who was there teasingly asked him whether there was any hope of getting Tamil
Eelam, he replied (in Tamil) “our children there™ will win it for us. What he meant with
proprietary fondness as “our-children there” are of course the Liberation Tigers. Fora
man of his age, and for one living in old age comfort in a foreign clime, one can see that
his thoughts are always of Home where he was born and grew, the community that he
served as a doctor, the city of Jaffna that he served as Mayor and the political struggle
of which he was a parrot.

Dr. Tharmalingam was a man, who was like many of us, disenchanted with the Tamil

United Liberation Front (TULF) over what was clearly a betraval of the Tamil cause in §

the post-1977 period. The party had electioneered on the platform of a separate state,
had secured the people’s mandate for it and was in fact rewarded with 18 seats, while
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) the alternative party of government was reduced to
a rump of 8 pariiamentary seats. It was the first and only time such a freakish electoral
result happened and took the whole country by surprise. The shrewd J.R. Jayewardene
baited Appapillai Amirthalingam as being the leader of the second largest party by dan-
gling the post of Leader of Opposition. Amirthalingam fell for it. The tamil Eelam man-
date was conveniently forgotten.

And the tamil's democratic struggle for self-rule was put on reverse gear. It was
this betrayal of the people’s trust that gave added impetus to the tamil youth revol,
while earning the wrath of even the elders like Dr. Tharmalingam. It eventually resulted
in the break-away of a dissenting group and the formation of the Tamil Eclam Liberation




front (TELF) under the chairmanship of Dr. Tharmailingam, with two highly motivated
activists, M.K. Eefaventhan and the late Kovai Mahesan, then Editor of the Tamil week-
ly SUTHATHIRAN spear-heading the movement.

My own association with Dr. Tharmalingam was during the years 1952-83. 1 had come
back to Jaffna to launch the SATURDAY REVIEW after a 30-year work spell in
Colombo, That was in early 1982, Dr. Tharmalingam was a popular physician down
Main Street. He became not only my personal physician but a political confidant as
well. As editor of a campaigning weekly I had begun to live dangerously, with the Jaffna
army headqguarters at Gurunagar barely a mile away from I functioned, first at Chapel
Street, later ar 4th Cross Street. While I was chatting with Dr. Tharmalingam the other
dav, he made a remark in Tamil meaning * You remember, you owe me a debi? 7. How
can [ ever forger it?

it was a Friday that it happened. July Ist 1983 THE SATURDAY REVIEW which should
have been printed on that day was behind schedule. Ten pages of the next day’s issue
were printed and ready, except pages 1 and 12 which were to carry a special report on
the Anti-Tamil violence in Trincomalee in the previous month of June. Overshadowed by
July’s orgy of violence in Colombe, the world was never made aware of the June hap-
penings in Trincomalee Thirty, one Tamils were killed, over a hundred injured; over a
dozen Hineu temples, and around 600 houses, shops and business establishments were
burned or attacked by a combined force of thugs and Navy and Air Force personnel,
The M.P for Trincomalee R. Sampanthan had sent a detailed narration of the incidents
to president Javewardene himself, and as should have been expected, the President did
nothing except preserve his Sphnix-fike calm. The TELF, under Dr. Tharmalingam
called for a hartal in protest against the Trincomalee killings and had sent letters to sev-
eral diplomatic missions in Colombeo pressing the demand for a United Nations Peace-
keeping Force to safeguard tamil lives. The letters were in fact drafted and prepared at
the SATURDAY REVIEW office, and typed there on TELF letterhead paper, on the ini-
tiative of Koval Mahesan.

On that morning of July 1, Dr. Tharmalingam, then afready in lis seventies was taken in
for questioning by the police along with Kovai Mahesan, the organizing secretary of the
Front. 1t was stated by the police that they were taken in, in connection with a bomb
blast on some train carriages the previous day. If that was true, it was a stupid mix-up
ot the pat of the part of the government that they could not distinguish between the pro-
& pagandist TELF and the Tamil Eelam Liberation Army (TELA), which was a small
2 armed group. But the real reason was obviously otherwise.

Dr. Tharmalingam who was in police custody became aware through a casual remark
2 by a friendly Tamil police officer that the SATURDAY REVIEW office was to be “raid-
8 ed” that same afternoon, which possibly meant that I was also to be taken in. The good
' doctor's tip-off reached me at 3 p.m. through a hurried personal emissary. How he




managed that at that fime, he is unable to recall now. That was what he meant that day-
the debt I owe him! We lost no time as the tip-off reached us. Along with the office staff, [
quickly grabbed whatever compromising material that we could lay our hands on, pad-
locked securely both the front entrance and the back exit, and I went “underground"”.
The police party had duly arrived, made no attempt to break into into the premises, and
hadmerely placed seals on all points of access. The ban order was not handed to me
until several days later, after a personal assurance by the Tamil D.1.G. that I would not
be taken in. It was much later, that the order to present myself at the dreaded 4th foor of
the CID office in Colombo that made me flee to India, which is another story altogether,
and of no relevance here.

Dr. Tharmalingam and Kovai Mahesan were taken to Colombo and kept at Welikade jail
under emergency regulations, with no charger made against them. Meanwhile, unknown
to the nearly hundred Tamil prisoners lodged at Welikade (most of them political
detainees). State-planned terror was building up both in Colombo and Jaffna. The anti-
Tamil pogrom began in Colombo on the night of July 24; although planned earlier, it was
precipitated by the Tiger ambush in Jaffna on the night of the 23rd, and the arrival of the
bodies of the 13 Sinhalese soldiers at the Knatte cemetery.

On the 25th, Sinhala convicts at Welikade fail were thirsting for Tamil blood, while out- |
side in the streets of Colombo the slaughter of tamils had begun. A crowd of over 400

Sinhalese prisoners, jailers and other unidentified men broke into one section of the jail
and killed 35 Tamil detainees, heaped the bodies in front of a Buddha statue in the prison
yard, as if it was an appeasement to the very one who was an embodiment of him.

In another section of the jail was Dr. Tharmalingam, along with two Catholic priests Fr.
Singarayer and Fr. Sinnarasa, an Anglican priest Rev. Jeyatilakarajah, S.A. David and
Dr. rajasundram of Gandhivam and a few others. Their turn was to come two days later;
on the 27th. It was on the course of that attack that Dr. Rajasundram was killed. The
mistake he made was to talk to the armed murderers in the language they understood- 3
Sinhala- but also in the language of peace, which they did not understand. He was §
dragged out of the door, hit on the head with an iron rod, and killed instantly. If Dr.
Tharmalingam and others survived that day, it was because they RESISTED. Breaking 8
up tables and chairs in the hall they occupies, they used them as weapons and kept the &
mob at bay. Men of peace all of them, badly outnumbered against a mob armed with
axes, swords, crowbars and iron pipes, and aged men, for half an howr, and they sur-
vived. Is there not a normal there for all tamils who are today facing a genocide-bent
government in Sri Lanka?

The next stage of the human drama in which Dr. tharmalingam found himself, happened §
in Batticaloa. On the 27th itself the Welikade survivors were flown to the East admitted
into the more congenial atmeosphere of the Batticaloa prison. It was here that the dra-
matic escape from jail happened, planned and executed by Tamil militants on September
27. But Dr. Tharmalingam along with Fr.Singarayer and Kovai Mahesan declined to be
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freed that way, because of ill-health and attendant risks. Dr. Tharmalingam was eventu-
ally freed by the government and taken to Jaffna in early November.

M.J. Akbar, Editor of SAUNDAY magazine, Calcutta (now Editor-in-chief and manag-
ing director of THE ASIAN AGE) who was on a visit to Jaffna ar that time met Dr.
Tharmalingam at his home in Jaffna three davs after his return. Wrote Akbar in SUN-
DAY:-

* The man who did not want to go home is 76 vears old and spells his surname witha T
rather than a D.Till July, he was a dissident, roday he is in exile: the fact that he still
fives in Jaffna does not matter; his heart lefi the island called Sri Lanka and his body
will follow, though his mind will still remain at the service of the Tamil canse. Till July,
Dr. Tharmalingam was a calm man, ready to pay the demanded price for participation
in the struggle for an Eelam; today he is shattered, and breaks down and weeps in the
middle of the conversation. . ... ... ... ...

D Tharmalingam saw death in the eye and beat it back. He heard death in the adjoin-
ing room and then watched it near him and then miraculously turn

He told Akbar in the course of the interview:-

“ Iam quitting Cevion. | have been here from birth. I have a right to say that I belong
10 that one percent which led a productive life. I produced my own food. Ikept a goat
for my milk. Idug the soil and tried to grow what I could. My children-four daughters,
of which three are doctors and the fourth is married to one, in fact all four sons-in-law
are doctors - are in England and Australia. Just vesterday, I got a letter from my
daughter. ™ We don't want to hear anything like this in the future she wrote. Today, |

Dy Tharmalingam spoke of s four daughters. For a man who had seen death in the
eve af the age of 76, Fate was waiting to test him further. Out in the West, in his eight-
fes, he lost his second daughter Dr. Tharmavalli and son-in-law Dr. Sathiamoorthy. On
a holiday in Malaysia, they were killed in a road accident. He withstood that personal
tragedy as well. Through thick and thin, there was his life partner Sundaravalli who
was his source of strength. Even she passed away a few months ago.

But DrTharmalingam continues to brood over the fate of the Tamil people back home.
When Akbar met him in Jaffna and asked him: * What do you think will be the future of
the land you are leaving behind? °, his answer was: * The future will depend on the
bovs and the guns”. That was in end-1983. Today, his answer is the same.

B o g b £ T e e S e e e e e e s e i s e S i T
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I.LF.XAVIER

Dr. 5. A Tharmalingam, more popularly known as Dr. Tharmar was the life and blood of

the federal party as well as the TULF, at one time. :
I became associated with Dr. Tharmalingam through late Mr.S.Kathiravelpillai MP for §
Kopay, the visionary and the "brain" of the Federal Part. ;

When crucial questions concerning the Tamils crop up, Dr. Tharmar was immediately at |
the chambers of Kathiravelpillai, whenever racial riots or communal disturbance
occurred Dr. Tharmar spent days and nights deliberating and formulating strategies to
help the affected or rehabilitate the displaced refugees. This [ was able to observe during
the days of 1977 riots. He was constantly in touch with Mr. Kathiravelpillai on the polit-
ical issues of the Tamils.

Dr.Tharmar was totally opposed to District Council Bill and together with Kathiri
waged an internal struggle within the Federal Party / TULF to oppose the Bill.

When he failed to stop the passage of the Bill he formed the "GINGER" Group within
TULF. He headed this group. The other members 1 could remember are Elaventhan,
Kovai Mahesan, Vincent Master, one time Federal Party candidate for Mullaitivu, §
Senthurajah from Earaveddy, and late Iraikumaran from Alaveddy. There were others
whose names | cannot remember now.

Doctor was not out to destroy the leadership of the TULF but his motivation was to steer
them to the correct path. His path was thal it was through separation, the fate of the
Tamils could be redeemed. He had absolute faith and confidence in the youths - &
"Podiankal"-.

Only few knew that he freely helped financially the cause of the Tamils. During the days
I was collecting documentation and affidavits from the victims of riots in 1977 for
Sansoni Commission~ he profusew and ungrudgingly gave the "Petrol money" to
Mr.Thigarajah "master" who assisted me and in whose scooter T used to travel about.

This is but one example among the thousands of his acts of humanitarian help he did.
Many know how profusely he helped the Federal Part financially.

His disillusion with the Tamil political parties had driven him to desperation. He pins his
hope of salvation and redemption of the Tamils on the "boys".
Let his hope may become fruitful during his life time.

{ Mr. Xavier is a barrister and solicitor, and a human rights laxyer in Canada)
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Dr M Visuvaratnam

It is with great pleasure that I pay this tribute to Dr Tharmalingam on his 90th
birthday for his work as a dedicated Family Physician in Jaffna for over 30 years.

He had a very large practice in the heart of Jaffna and worked continuously from
morning till late at night, often having his lunch in the surgery. People did not mind
waiting even for long periods to see him because they ha somuch confidence in him
and knew that he would spend a considerable amount of time with them.

His charges were very low and a large number of patients paid nothing at all for the
consultation as well as the drugs which were dispensed from his surgery. For him
the service was what mattered-charge were almost incidental.

When he needed a second opinion and called me to see patients at his surgery what
struck me most was the detailed knowledge he had about his patients and his unhur-
ried manner. He always had plenty of time to discuss his patients and when one saw
him at his surgery one got the impression that he was happy in the midst of his
patients and was enjoving his work tremendously.

Jaffna was really fortunate to have his services as a family doctor.

As a colleague and now as a friend, it has always been a pleasure for me to meet
and talk to him. May he enjoy good health in the years to come so that we can con-
tinue to benefit by his experience and wisdom.
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Mrs.Suntharavalli Tharmalingam was born in Kaddudai Jaffna on the 3rd of
April 1915,

Her father Dr.Saravanamuthu was in Governement service in Ceylon (Sri
Lanka). She was the eighth of nine children and her twin sister Amirthavally is
now residing in Sydney. Australia. She had a childhood of pleasant good
upbringing in pleasant surroundings with all her relatives. She had her education
at Uduvil Girls High School, Jaffna.

She married Dr. S.A. Tharmalingam in the vear 1941. She lived with her hus-
band in various areas of Sri Lanka, where ever he had worked as Govt. medical
officer. She had four daughters.

In 1951, Dr Tharmalingam took ealry retirement from Government service and
set up private practice in Jaffna where the family lived until 1984, when Dr. &
Mrs Tharmalingam moved to live with their children abraod. During the 32
years in Jaffna her home was a h ive of activity as Dr Tharmalingam was
engaged in medical practice, running a nursing home with a maternity unit and
also actively engaged in Tamil politics. Farming in Kilinochchi and Ivakkachhi
was another hobby of his,

Amma had a variety of functions to perform apart from managing the home. She
kept the records and books for the medical practice and the farm. There was
constant flow of visitors to her home in Martyn Road. They included relatives,
workers from the nursing home, farm, political friends etc. Amma used to
recieve all of them with warmth and hospitality. There would always be food for
visitors who cared to eat.

Her life was not always a bed of roses. She had many a testing time: when Appa
was in house arrest and later as political prisoner, particularly during the 1983
massacre of innocent Tamil prisoners and prison break. There were a stream of
visitors who called in to find Amma coping very well and remaining calm,
inspite of not knowing what had happened to Appa.

Living through the ordeal of dealth of her daughter Tharmavally and son-in-law
Sathiamoorthy suddenly at such young age was extremely hard and she showed
her strength through this as a mountain of support for all of us. The admiration
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of the way she conducted herself even at this time of this sadness is beyond our
limit, nevertheless to say she would have sobbed silently.

Everyone knew her as a pleasant smiling person who meant well for all; but for
us she was also the immense power of strength. It was her quiel persistant ways
which had made us all to achieve this far. For all this she never wanted anything
in return and never complained. Even at the time of death she wanted nothing
and departed with an enriched smile and contentment.

Though she has left us, the memories we cherish will long live and we say a
sincere thank you for being such a wonderful loving mother to all.

With Love
Children
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of Tamlis
Thamil Housc.
720 Eomford Road.
London E12 6BT.

Medical Institute of Tamlls Is proud to join hands with the Tamil
Community In wishing the very best of health and longevity to the
‘Greatest Tamll Patriot from Jaffna (Sri Lanka)

Dr S A Tharmalingam

on his 90" Birthday. I feel that it is more than appropriate for our
community to pay tribute to him on this most memorable day and
we-are very fortunate to have him with us on this day to remember
the services and sacrifices made by such contemporary freadom
lovers from Tamll homelands.

Let the Aimighty bless him with His Graceful Radiance
“Many happy returns of this day”

ﬂﬂw ”

DF P Ambikapathy
Hon. Secretary/MIOT
19 April 1998
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*“ The future will depend
on the boys and the guns”

= Dr. SAA. Tharmalingam, 1983

il uflty aivser si$asd 0181 046 2885

Frﬂm the mterwew gwen by hll]l & | .,

to leadmg Indian Journalist
M.J . Akbar in late 1983 when
the latter met him in Jaffna,

- The interview ap'peargd in the
- Calcutta magazine SUNDAY
~ edited by Akbar at that time.
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