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This volume is a tribute to the memory of one of Sri lanka’s best Tamil
actors of the early 20th Centuary - M. V. Krishna Alvar (1895-1972)
(so - called because of the excellence with which he played the role of
the Lord Krishna) who earned far himself undying fame in the Tamil
theatrical genre “Special Drama”.

“Special Drama” refers to that professional Tamil theatre of the Parsee
Drama Tradition in which leading exponents of the theatre would be
brought together to perform well known plays. Besides these special
dramatic performances there were the regular company / sabha troupes
performing in that style. -

The Parsee Theatre, known for its song and spectacle, when it spread
into South India, took upon classical Cam“,atic music as its musical
mode. The greatest attraction of this theatre was the song and the
singing of it, and artistes, held in high esteem in classical Carnantic
tradition, had been actors and actresses in this theatre. -

These “special drama” performers frequented Srilanka in late 19* and

early 20™ centuries. Drawing inspiration from such great performers as

M.R. Govindasamy, S. G. Kittappah and M. K. Thiyagaraja Bhagavatar,
there arose a group of young men especially in Jaffna, showing a great
mastery of the art. ‘ _

M. V. KrishnaAlvar was perhaps the most versatile of them ail. He was
a great singer, actor and poet ( not just a lyricist) all rolled into one.
This book attempts to trace the life and the times of Krishna Alvar and
to describe the Theatre he dominated, and the community he-inter-
acted with as a man and poet.

This book adds a new chapter to the many splendoured history of
Srilankan Tamil theatre.

Karthigesu Sivathamby

Professor - Emeritus ISBN NO
Consultant Professor
Eastern University. 955 - 8184 - 00 : 4
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