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Continuation of the journal.......

SAIVA RELIGION

Auther : S. Sivapathasundaram B.A.
English Translation : Sidthantharatnam
Dr. K. Ganesalingam

CH. 3 - BONDAGES

When the sthula sarira leaves , (1) some souls remain with a different
sarira, a distorted form of sukshma sarira, experiencing happiness or
sorrow. When experiencing happiness the sukshma sarira becomes
boothasaara sarira; when experiencing sorrow it becomes yaathanaa
sarira. Souls which did punniyaam (virtuous deeds) experience
happiness. Souls which did paavam (evil deeds) experience sorrow.
The state of experiencing happiness is called swargam (swargaa). The
state of experiencing sorrow is called narakam (naraka). After
gaining experience in this manner, the soul takes a birth. The sthula
sarira required for that birth is taken depending on the sukshma
sarira. If we cut down a wood apple tree, then another tree grows up
from its root. Similarly when the sthula sarira perishes, different
sthula body comes depending on the sukshma body. (2) Some souls
remain dormant and take birth. (3) Some souls even take birth
immediately.

Note: It may be asked, ‘can a soul which took the human birth, take
the body of an animal’? Some are of the opinion that it cannot take. It
is an incorrect view. The reason given by them is, “The soul
improves in every birth. It is indicated by the improvement in the
bodies it took. Animal body is not an improvement from human
body. Hence the soul which took the human body cannot take an
animal body’. The defect in their reasoning is “Improvement of the
soul is indicated by the improvement of the body”. There is no
connection between the improvement of the body and that of the soul.
Improvement of the soul is indicated by its quality. Compared to a
brutal and evil man, a cow with good quality is a higher soul. Even in
human beings, there are people with good physic and intelligence
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living as evil people. Many with fragile body and less intelligence are
living with good qualities. Those with good qualities are higher souls.
Hence it is wrong to consider a soul to be low because of a defective
body. A soul which took a human body can again take any kind of
body. Because of it Appar Swamikal stated as follows.

‘Yapouruil Upsdlgond yewtemiwm eysiisny QuuisiiosnsCs
auipeur Hmee arwsre GausnBis mawssts
Oxropeunis dymid ulmbsmenr Gauium HflyeSuyyis
QFqpil yapasins QFehsmL Gwameabs HeusmismGen’

‘Oh! The Virtuous One! Even if I am born as a worm, give me the
assurance that in this world your sacred feet will be always in my
thought.

Oh! The One carrying the pure watered Ganga on the red matted hair,
Residing at Thiruppathiripuliyoor in the form of fire, showing grace
to those who worship Him and blessing them!’

Body alone is not adequate for us to do karma. For this physical body
to exist the world is requried; for it to be sustained, food items are
requried. For the anavam to act and create desire etc., other objects
are requried. It requries our bodies, the worlds and innumerable
worldly objects.

The bodies, words and inanimate objects come from an entity called
Maya. Maya is a subtle entity. Like the air being subtler than water,
space is subtler than air. Like the space is being subtler than air,
Maya is subtler than space. Maya is classified as of three kinds, viz.,
Suddha maya, Suddhasuddha maya and Asuddha maya. these are
called respectively as Sivatatva, Vidyatatva and Athmatatva. When
classified as of two kinds, Suddhasuddha Maya is included in Asudha
maya.

Continued .......
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