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BANDARANATKE - CHELVANAYAKAN ~AGREEMENT OF 26 JULY 1957

o i |
e i el

Part A

"Representatives of the Pederal Party have had a series :.°
of discussions with the Prime Minister in an effort to resolve
the differences of opinion that had been growing and creating
tecnsion. . :

“.'?"'"'P"r"&_ b

SO “At on early stage of these convérsations it became :
evident that it was not possible for the Prime Minister to s
accede to gsome of the demands of the Federal Party. : : {

"The Prime Minister stated that, from the point of view
of the Government, he wae not in a position to discuss the
getting up of a Federal Constitution or regional autonomy, or
to tike any step that would abrogate the Official Language Act.

"The questioil then arose whether it was possible to
explore the possibility of an adjustment without the Federadl
Party abandoning or surrendering any of its fundamental
principles or objectives.

" At thie stage the Prime llinister suggested anrexamina-
tion of the Government's draft Regional Councils Bill to see
whether provision could be made under it to meet reasonably
some of the matters in this regard which the Pederal Party had
in vievis

"The agreements so reached are embodied in & separate
document.

(The adjustment regarding the language issue 1is
not included here.) :

-

g =

1. Regional areas to be defined in the Bill itself by embodying
them in & schedule thereto. _

2, That the Northern Province is to form one regional area whilst
the Bastern Province is fto be divided into two .or more
regional areas,

3, Provision is to be made in the Bill to enable two or more
regions to amalgamate even beyond provincial limit, and
for one region to divide itself subject to ratification by

~ Parliament. Further provision is to be made in the Bill
for two or more regions to collaborate for specific purposes
of common interest.

4., Provisicn is to be made for direct election of regional

" councillors. Provigion is to be made for a delimitation
comaigsion for carving out electorates. The question of
1.,P.s representing districts falling within regional areas
40 be eligible to function as chairmen is to be considered.
The question of Government Agents being regional commissio-
ners is to be considered. The question of supervisory
functions over larger towns, strategic towns and municipa-
lities is to be looked into.

R T | L ] e B I P 1 T L e ™
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5« Parliament is to delegate powers and to specify them
in the Act. It was agreed that regional councils should

have powers over specified subjects including agriculture,

‘co-operatives, lands and land developmént, coleanisation,
education, health, industries and fisheries, housing - -
and social services, electiricity, water shemes and.
roads. Requisite definition of powers will be made

in the Bill. ¥

6. It was agreed that in the matter of colonisation :
schemes -the powers of the regional councils shall i
include the power to select allottees to whom lands
within their area of authority shall be alienated and
also power to selet personnel to be employed for werk
on such schemes. The position regarding the area at
present administered by the Gal Oya Board in this
netter requires consideration. 2

7. The powers in regard to the regional council vested in
the Hinister of Loceal Government in the draft bill
to be ‘revised with a view to vesting control in Par-
liament wherever necessary. _ : :

8. Tl2 Central Government will provide block grants %o
the regional councils. The principles on which the grants
will be computed will be gone into. The regional
councils shall have powers of taxation and bWorrowing.

L]

II. DUDLEY SENANAYAKE — CHELVANAYAKAM AGREZMENT OF
24 MARCH 1965
(as publicised by the Federal Party )

Mr.Dudley Senanayake and Mr.S.J.V.Chelvanayakam met
on the 24th day of March 1965 and discussed matters rels-
ting to some problems over which the Tamil-speaking people
were concerned, and lir.Senanayake agreed that action on the
following lines would be taken by him to ensure a stable
Government:

1e Action will be taken early under the Tamil Lanzuage
Provisions Act to make provision for the Tanil lan-
“guage to be the language of administration and of
record in the Northern and Eastern Provinces. =
Mr. Senanayake also explained that it was the policy.
of his party that a Tamil-speaking person should '
be entitled to trangact business in Tamil through-
out the Island.

2. Mr.Senanayeke stated th& it was the policy of his
Party to amend the Language of the Courts “Act to
‘provide for legal proceedings in the Northern and
Bastern Provinces to be conducted and recorded in
Temil. :

3
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3¢ Action will be taken to establish District Councils in

4.

Ceylon vested with powers over subjects to be mutually
agrecd upon between the two leaders. It was agreed how-
ever that the Government should have power under the
law to give directions to such Couneils in the national
intere st.

The Land Development Ordinance will be amended to pro-
vide that citizens of Ceylon be entitled to the allot-
ment of land under the Ordinance. lir.Senanayake further
agreed that in the granting of land under Colonisation
Sciiemes the following pricrities be -observed in the
Northern and Bastern Provinces:

a) Land in the Nortiern 1nd Bastern Provinces should
in the first instance be granted to land*csa
persons in the District;

b) Secondly to Tamil-speca klng persons resident in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces , AND

c) Thirdly to other citizens resident in the rest

. of the Island,

e
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4 ~ 20 = 5

1« "ess The minorities looked with mistrust-one &t the
other, It was wrong to think that the differences
were not fundamental. There were men who thought
thet the differences were created by & few ambitious
persons and when those persong died the differences
would disappear. A hundred years ago there were no
such differences, They did not appear becausc the
Englishman set on the heads of the Tamil, the Lov-
Country Sinhalese and the Kandyan Sinhalese.

et gl el o S

"The moment they began t6 speak of taking the
Government in their hands, then the differences that
were lying dormant smouldered forth. If they consi-
dered past history they would see that the three
communities, the Tamils, the Low-Country Sinhslege
and the-Kahdyan Sinhalese had lived for over a
thoudand years:in Ceylon and had not shown any

% tendency to merge, Thcy preserved thelr language,
their customs, their religion. He would be a very
rash man who would pin his faith on the gradual
disappearance of those differences.

=, "In Ceylon each Province should havée complete

< sutonomy. There should be one or two assemblies %o
deal with the speciel revenue of the Island. A
-thousand and one objections could be raised egainst
the system but when the objections were dissipated,
ne wag convinced that some form of federal government
would be the only solution." Ceylon Morning Lecader,
July 17, 1926. ]) : £ AR

S e

2. Ceylon Morning Leader, lMay 19 to June 30, 1926.

| 3.‘ Geylonllndependent, Nov;17, 1927; University of Ceylon
History otf Ceylon, Vol.III, Peradeniya 1973, pe 402.

4. L.AWickremaratne, 'Kandyans and Nationmalism in Sri
Lenka : Some Reflectiong', Ceylon dJournal of Histo-
rical and Social Studies,V, Wos.1&2, Jan.-Dec. 1915,

. . L &l

5. J.T.Rutnam, 'Internal PFederation', Ceylon lorning

Leader, July 1, 1926.

6. Ceylon Daily News, August 13, 1957; Ceylon Faces Orisis,

Fcderal Party publication, Sept. 1957, PDs»33-30.

7. Tirst Step, United National Party publication, Tines
" of Ceylon Press, n.d. :

8. -C.Suntharalingam, Eylom : Beginnings of Ireedom Struggle,
* Colombo 1967, p.49.
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