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Foreword
It is now four years since the American Cevlon
Mission sent out its last printed report, “The Cen-
tennial Year in Ceylon.” In this issue. therefore,
we will not confine ourselves strictly to the year
1920, but may mention steps of progress taken in
the years since 1916. We will also include some
events of the first half of 1921. The statistics, how-
ever, are those of 1920 only.

The year 1920 and early part of 1921 are marked
as a time of great loss in our, missionary staff.
Not before since 1892, when Father Howland was
called to his reward, has one of our missionaries
died on the field. In the death of Rev. Giles .
Brown, March 12, 1920 and of Miss Ruth Holland,
January 11, 1921, the Mission has suffered irrepar-
able loss. Added to these starred names on gur
roll are the names of a number of our leading
Tamil Christians.

They have been called away by One in whose
hands are the issues of life and death, the Lord of
the Harvest, who knows full well how much they
were needed here.

As in the Great War when officers fell, men
from the ranks sprang forward to fill the gaps, so
will the younger men fill these vacancies, inspired
by the example of devotion and selfsacrifice of
those “who have gone before.
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The Missionary Statf

CHANGES SINCE 1916

Reinforcements:

1919, January, Rev. M. H. Harrison, Jaffna College,
special appointment for a three-year term of
teaching.

1519, November, Miss R. G. Holland, Uduvil Boatd-
ing School, regular missionary appointment.

1920, November, Miss A. N. Vogt, Uduvil Boarding
School, special worker for a three-year term
of teaching.

1920, December, Miss M. F. Houston, temporary
worker in charge of Udupiddi Girls’ Boarding
School.

Losses:

1918, March, Rev. J. H. and Mrs. Dickson went to
U. S. A. on furlough taking their daughters
Dorothy and Florence. :

1919, December 25, Florence Hale Dickson died of
pneumonia in Oberlin, Ohio, aged 13 years.

1920, Mr. and Mrs. Dickson returned to India in
charge of the work in Malabar formerly be-
longing to the German Basel Mission. Their con-
nection is now with the Madura Mission of
the American Board. :

1920, February, Miss M. K. Hasfings went home on
furlough.

1920, March 12, Rev. Giles Gorton Brown died of
enteric at Uduvil.

1920, April, Mr. and Ms<. W. E. Hitchcock and son
John went to Am vica. Mr. Hitchcock has
given thirty-five years' service to the Tamil
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people, twenty-three years as professor in Jaffna
- - College and twelve years as station missionary.

Ceylon they asked to retire but the Mission
has requested the Board to send them back
to help in the work here.

1821, January 11, Miss Ruth G, Holland died of
enteric at Inuvil,

1821, March, Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Miller with
daughter Frances went to America on furlough,

1921, April, Miss L. K. Clark went home on furlough,

Within this period Uduvil school staff has had
valued helpers in Miss Anna Hoffman, Miss Freda
Hacker and Misg Grace Pugh as temporary teachers.

Miss Hacker has just returned from England for
another term.

PRESENT STRENGTH, JUNE, 1921

Rev. John Bickneli, B. A, B. D, Vaddukoddai
Principal | of Jafina College, Secretary of the Mission.

Mrs. N. L. Bicknell

Miss L. G. Bookwalter, M. A, Udnwil
Principal, Uduvil Girls’ Scheols,

Mrs. G, G, Brown, m. a., Udupiddi
Evangelistic woy 3

Dr. Isabel H. Curr, L. R C. P, & 8. -Bd Inwvil
McLeod Hospital for Women and Children,

Miss E. 1 Hansen, r. N., Inuvil

Nursing Superint&ndent, McLeod Hospital,
Miss S. R. Howland

Evangelistic work, Bible women,
Mr. A A, Ward, 8. & L Tellippalai

Treasurer of- Mission, Managi + of Mission Press, Princip al of
Boys’ Boarding and Industri 4 School.
Mrs. A B, Ward, B. A,

Inupil
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ASSOCIATED WITH THE MISSION

Miss Freda Hacker Uduvit
. Teacher of Music.

Rev. Max Hunter Harrison, B. A, S. T. M, Vaddukoddai
Jaffna College Professoy,

Miss Mary F. Houston, B. A, Udupididi
Principal, Ang&o‘\’emacular Girls' Boardmy Schook.
Miss Alice N. Vogt, M. A, Udsuwil.

Teacher of English.




B
S General View

In 1916, in the midst of the Great War, the
American Mission in Jaffna entered upon its second
century ot work. At that time the Tamil church
members took a forward look and resolving to take
a larger share of responsibility in future, they mapped
out some lines of advance. What progress has been
made in four years towards carryving out their pro-
gram ? Comparing statistics we find that the native
contributions to churches and benevolences have in
four years increased 36%. The gain in church
membership is not quite 7%. The amount of volun
tary Christian work done cannot be tabulated but
‘we see touring evangelistic parties organized and
«<carried out by the Tamil men and women, several
parties during the year going to the Islands and
to the Eastern part of the field. We see lavmen
conducting Sunday services in a number of places.
We have seen many Christian women carrying out
a pledge for regular Christian work in many lines.
Work among the depressed classes makes little show
but in several places it is regularly carried on. The
most striking advance is in the greatly enlarged
responsibility undertaken by the Council.

MobIriED METHODS

In these.changing times naturally some variations
in method have been adopted by the Mission. A few
of these changes may be noted.

Partly owing to the small number of men and
partly to the search for methods of efficiency, the
old “Station” basis Jf adi inistration is being aban-
doned in favour of cenfralization and unification.
Instead of each mission ay having charge of the
churches and schools of the district where he lives,
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we are step by step progressing towards the man-
agement of the whole field as one station. Inter--
mediate steps in the past few years have been the
transfer of management of some schools from mis-
sionaries to the pastors. Believing that it would not only
relieve the over-burdened missionary but add to the
prestige of the ministry this policy has been tried.
The pastors seemed very willing to undertake it,
but after a few years’ trial they are almost unani-
mous in wishing to lay it down, finding that it sert-
ously interferes with their pastoral work. Last year
the Mission handed over the management of . the
vernacular schools to the Council with Rs. 55937 of
grant-in-aid money to be handled by the Board of
Education appointed by the Council. This Board has
now appointed Mr. A. S. Arulampalam to be the
manager of sixty-six vernacular schools. The schools
on the Islands are managed by the pastor there, and
those of the South-eastern district by Rev. J. K. Sin-
natamby. Payment of 342 vernacular teachers is
made from the central office at T ellippalai. Mr. Ward
is treasurer of the Council.

" Missionary supervision of the churches is largely
handed over to the Council with its. commiftees.
The Mission began three years ago toput all theitr
funds for aiding weak churches into the hands of
the Council for administration. They now give Rs.
2000 per year.

PracTicaL UNION

In harmony with the policy of the American Board
and pursuant to the advice often received from our
Secretaries at home, we take ~very opportunity to
unite in work with other Missit.1s.”

In Theological Education:

Continugusly since 1912 one or imore men from owr WMission
have been in training for the ministry at Bangalore United Theo-
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logical College, ‘and at Serampore United College. Five younz
men have graduated and three others are now studying in these

~schools, Candidates for the Ministry not qualified in English are
sent to Pasumalai Theological Seminary of the Madura Mission.
One has graduated, four are now studying and two others are
appointed to enter. Rev. John Bicknell is our representative on
the Board of Trustees of the Bangaloré College and the Pasu-
malai Seminary.

For the training of Bible Women, we are glad to avail oursel-
ves of the opportunities offered in Miss Swift's Training Schenl
at Madura, In the past two or three years a number of our wo-
men have been sent there for training and have come back to
work with largely increased usefulness.

In Teachers’ Training :

five years ago the Training School at Tellippalai, was merged
in a United School at Kopay, where candidates from the thres
Missions and the Hindu Community are trained under a Christian
headmaster with Mr. Ward as Manager. There are separate hos-
* tels for Christian boys and Hindu boys. At present thére are
82 students of whom 31 are Hindus. Owing to the lack of a
resident Missionary the conditions of the school are not satis.
factory and the scheme is to be terminated soon. Government
will take over the school in new buildings to be erected about
two miles from Jalfna town, Athough there will be a special hos-
tel for Christian boys there will doubtless be less Christian influence
than at present and we view the futire with much foreboding. Howr
can we expect good religious instruction in our schools i tha
teachers themselves donot get a good religious foundation ?

THE JA¥FNA CHRISTIAN UNION

‘This is an association of all members of the
Christian churches of the Northern Province, Its
objects are—promoting union; deepening spiritual life;
formulating and expressing Christian public Opinion;
care for the general welfare of the Christian com-
munity and working for the advancement of the
kingdom of Gcd =ad th . well'‘being of the people
of this land. Rev. Johr Bicknell is the President.
Besides the General Csmmittee, there are commit-
tees on Evangelistic Work, Sunday Schools, Temper
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ance, Union in Education, Church Union, Christian
Education in Schools and Literature. =z

Special Week of Evangelism:

In eommon with all branches of the South India United Church
the churches of the three missions of Jaffna every year makea
special evangelistic effort for a week in July. In every locality
the church members go out in bands, from house to house, visi-
ting among their Hindu neighbours and holding gospel mestings
every evening. Of course this work is done, more oOr less,
jhroughout the year, but because all do it this one week, they
secure the attention of the Hindus, and make more impression
upon them than usual,

Vacation Bible Schoel:

In September a united effort was made to improve the prepa-
ration of Sunday School workers by helding a ten days’ Sunday
School Training Class and Convention. Mr. and Mrs, E. A. Anneft
—representatives of the world’s Sunday School Union in India,
Burma and Ceylon, were called; to be the teachers and lecturers.
They gave an excellent course of instruction for Sunday School
teachers, training them in modern methods. It was held at Udu-
vl School Buildings during vacation. Board was furnished for
two delegates from each church and all Christians who could do
so were urged to attend. Although the attendance was nof so
large as we wished, the school was well worth while. Results
epoeared immediately in the re-organisation of several of the
Sunday Schools, but much yet remains to be done,

Convention :

In September a United Convention, for the deepening of spiri-
tnal life, was held for three days and evenings in the 0ld Dutch
Fort Church in Jafina tewn, Rev. L. P. Larsen and Rev. G. s
James from India were the speakers. Thousands attended, and
we believe some were truly converted, but on the whole, the
sudiences in fhe town meetings were mostly Christian. Mr. Lar-
sen apd Mr James remained a few days longer and held meet-
inge in some out-stations, especially for educated Hindus. They
were very well attended and the fospel . messige was brought
home to them with greéat power. ‘™r. Larsen is Principal of the
Bangalore United Theological College® a man of deep spirituality
and distinguished scholarship. It was an exceptional opportunity
49 reach the educated Hindus.

)

oy



Retreat :

Another United Convention for the deepening of spiritual life
was the “Retreat,” held for Christian workers of the three mis-
sions at Nallur, a station of the Epglish Church Mission from
December 28th to 31st. Rev. J. P. Gibson, Principal of the United
Trajning Colony in Peredeniya, in central Ceylon, was called to
be the leader, He and Mrs. Gibson gave several addresses and
Bible readings each day. The whole meeting was very hslpful
and inspiring, but as it was held at an inconvenient season, the
number of those attending the full four days was disappointing-
ly small.

United Moonlight Meetings:

These have been held for many years as a special united effort
io reach the Hindus according to a schedule of appointments
made out each year by the Committee of the Christian Union.
For 1921, the plan has been much enlarged. In February, at
Karadive, meetings were held six nights in succession in as many
different school-houses.

A pathescope with sevenreel film on the Life of Christ was
used, and these moving pictures drew crowds. Three speakers—
one from each mission—gave addresses on the meaning of saly
vation, the need of salvation and the way of salvation. Such
campaigns are planned to be held in several different centres.
during the year.
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Educational Work

JarrnA COLLEGE AND AFFILIATED
ENGLISH SCHOOLS
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Reyv. J. BICKNELL'S REPORT:

During the year 1920 Jaffna College suffersd a severe
loss in the death of its former principal, Rev. G. G.
Brown. He had laid down the office of principal
on taking leave lor his last furlongh in America in
1915 'but his interest in the instifution did not cease
then, and he rendered mos. valurble service as a
member of the Board of Dircctors and an advisor to
the principal, until his death. He also was a very
great stimulus to the religious life of the institu-
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tion through the occasional visits which he paid to
us when he had individual talks with the upper class boys.
We hope, in due time, to have some suitable memo-
rial to his enduring influence upon our school. The
first step in this will be the placing of his likeness
on our walls.

Our hearts have been saddened and our thoughts
turned to serious things by the taking from life of
five of our college boys during the Iast part of the
year. Two of these, Alagaratnam and Kumarasing-
ham, were of the London Matriculation Class; two,
Ratneser and Kumarasamy, of the Senior Class; one,
Ratnayake of the Third Form. They all died of the
same disease, enteric or typhoid fever. Just at the
close of the second term, in the middle of August,
about 20 of our boys came down with fever. As the
boys are frequently sick with fever, and on this cc-
casion soon scattered to their homes, the nature of
the malady was not at once detected. The source
of the contamination is not known for certainty, but
as there were cases in the commuity in families with
the same water supply, that is thought to explain it.
The experience has led to the taking of certain steps
to eliminate the probability of the recurrence of such
an outhbreak.

Staff: e -

Qur college is fortunate in having its staff entire-
ly made up of Christians. Of our twenty and more
teachers we have eight who hold the degree of B.a.
or betiter; two who have graduated from the Gov-
ernment Training College; one who has passed the
Inter-science ; one the Government’s Technical School
course; six the Iondon ‘or Cambridge Senior exam-
inations, and others of :nferior qualifications. Many
of these are men of tried ability who have been
with us for some time. Two have served us for
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about a quarter of a century. These teachers are
grappling with the taxing task of teaching boys
whose vernacular is Tamil, to speak and write cor-
rect English ; and are also seeking to instruct them in
History, Mathematics, Geography, Latin and Science,
from texts books written in this foreign tongue. They
are also trying to give them an adequate knowledge
of their own language and literature and to fit them
to pass the examinations that constantly loom up
before them. Further they are seeking to lead the
Hindu boys into the Christian life.

We try to induce as many of our teachers as
possible to live on or near the college compound
with the result that ‘we now have sixteen of them
here, ten bachelors and half a dozen married men.
One of these young men who has been with us for
some years died prematurely a few months ago. He
affords us a very good example of how much the
life of such a one living with the students may count
in moulding their thoughts and purposes and elevat-
ing their standards on the play ground, and in the
class room or study hall
~ The college is acting as a centre from which up-
lifting forces are let loose in the community round
about through the outside activities of our staff. One
is the editor of our Mission paper, the Morning
Star ; one is the Secretary of the Jaffna Council of
Churches ; many are working in the various organ-
izations of Jaffna. They are also pillars of church-
es and are constantly being called upon to speak on
public occasions and to preach from pulpits.
Students :

Our boys, who now number about-400, come to us
from all over our Mission f2ld and from other parts
of the island. Among them are the sons of our pas-
tors, catechists, teachers, and other Christian people
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about a third of the total are Christians. The re-
maining two thirds are Hindus, many of whom come
from the district about Vaddukoddai. Something less
than a third are boarders and the rest can be seen
streaming in and out on the roads leading to the col-
lege each morning and evening. There is much good
material in this crowd and the vears here reveal the
impression upon them of the training they are un-
dergoing in the strengthening of character, and the
training of their powers for service in the world.
Through the work of various agencies, the Y. M. C.
A., the church, the personal work of teachers and
fellow-students a goodly number are year by year
led into the Christian way, and a still larger number
led into an uoderstanding of what our faith inChrist is.
Future leaders:

It is from these boys we are to get our leaders
for the work of church, and school, and the busi-
ness, professionzl, and political life. As we look about
the field today we find that the pastors, the head-
masters, the leading lawyers and doctors, are very
many of them old boys of this college. We have to-
day in Serampore College, Bangalore Theological Col-
lege, and Pasumalai United Theological College nine
of our boys studying for the ministry. The death
of three of our leading pastors emphasizes the need
of such and thus the service of our school. In the
Government Training College, Colombo, we have young
men undergoing training to fit them for leadership
in our schools, and there are many others who are
serving their apprenticeship in teaching who will be
going for training later. So there are those who
are going into medicine, law and politics : this year
when the people of Jaffna had the opportunity to
choose a man for the Legislative Council of Ceylon
they chose an old boy of Jaffna College.
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Buildings :

At the time of the centenary of the American Ceylon Mission,
in 1916, as the principal of Jaffna College was escorting one of
the members of the visiting deputation from America aboul the
college grounds, and doing his best to duly impress the one who
®ad come so far with the grandeur of the institution, he was
accosted with the question, “Where are the college buildings” ? As
they were, at that moment, gazing on the most imposing of the
piles of coral stones and chunam on the compound there wasan
embarassing silence followed by the understanding on the part of
the principal that he had become so inured to the very meagre
equipment of the school as to fail to realize that a New Yorker
would not think it worthy of a college.. Our plant is still very
insignificant in comparison with that of schools in America or
sven schools in some mission fields, but we have taken long strides
ahead in the last five years. On the south and west sides of our
#rounds instead of a palm-thatched sguatty lipe of rooms, we
have a set of model, tile roofed class rooms each 25 by 20 feet,
and the two-story Hunt Building with its large airy dormitory
npstairs and its physics and chemistry laboratories below. Across
the street we have a large nine-roomed building for the Low-
er School. We trust that ere many more years have rolled away
we may have a commodious and architecturally pleasing hall and
administration building, another dormitory, a library, a reading,
room, a new dining room, kitchens, teachers’quarters, a sick room
and a sanitary block.

Demand:

“English, more English, better English, this was the slogan of
our last Director of Education, and so far as the first two parts
of that slogan are concerpmed it seems to be echoed by the Jaffna
parents who appear very eager their boys, at least, should have
an education in English. The same feeling exists to a consider-
able extent throughout Ceylon. The reason for this emphasis in
Jaffna is not far to seek. There is no room for the aspiring
Jaffna youth within this peninsula so they go to seek their for-

' tune in the Malay Eldorado and in other parts of this island;
also, now. in Eastern Africa and Mesapotamia. In these couniries
Tamil iz of littte use: English is indispensable. This fact makes
it far less likely that there will be a turming away from Eng-
lish education here than in India, where now it is a much mooted
question. We can go ahead with our plans for the development
of wur English schoois with the assurance that we are in line
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with the trend of the times and the desires of the people te
whom we seek o minister.

University College :

Al education, and especially English education, is receiving add-
ed stimulus from the opening, this year, of the Government Uni-
versity College in Colombo. It is expected that in a few years
it will come to be a full fledged University which may grant de-
grees and fix the course of study without reference to the Uni-
versities of England whose courses have in the past, besn taken
over almost bodily with little atiemptto adapt them to the needs
of our boys, Just what effect the opening of this college wili have
on gur higher work permanently is not yet clear though it seems
that for a time it will naturally draw many young men to the
metropolis. The Christian agencies working in the island have
begun to make plans for the opening of a Christian Hostel in
Colombo in connection with this college and in this we shall have
our part.

Increased grant :

The government has helped in another way to smooth the
path for those who have been struggling to keep pace im
equipment and teachers with the requirements for the added num-
ber of pupils. It has largely increased the grant for English
schools and thus enabled the managers to meet the demands for
inore adequate salaries, This will help to draw into the ranks
of teachers young men of good abilities.

Censcience Clause:

Along with this increase in the grants there naturally comes
a teeling that the Government has a right {o interfere more in
the inner working of the schools. The new code, which has been
framed by the Ceylon Board of Education representing a step
ahead in giving control of affairs into the hands of the peonple,
will bring with it the Conscience Clause compelling us to hold
classes for the teaching of the Bible only during the opening or
closing periods of a session, so that pupils may be excused in
case it is their parents’s desire. Just what this will lead to we
cannot accuralely foResee, but the lack of any manifest dispo-
sition to oppese religinus”instruction, in fact, the presence of a
feeling that some religious irstruction should be given to all child-
ren in school, and the willingness of people fo send their child-
ven to Christian schools where, the Bible has been taught in the
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past, leads the writer to believe we have little to fear. One col-

lege in the island has already made Scripture Study optional with

the resait that only two students chose to drop it
Practical Side:

In our curriculum of studies we are emphasizing a little more
than formerly the practical side. Our Science is developing well
and coming to a point where we believe we are doing good work.
We arve just starting a Manual Training course which should be
of great value in teachiag much needed lessons to those whose
studiss are apt to be teo much divorced from actualities, and
whose tendency is to think of certain forms of work a8 beneath them.
Affiliated English Schools :

The work ot Jaffna College is linked up with the
work of the other English Schools of the WMission
and the increasing realization of this has led to the
affiliation of these schools, eight in number, with the
college. The schools are located from three to eighteen
miles from us in our various centres of work, The
number of pupils is about 1200 and of teachers about
55. From these schools many of our boys come for
higher study. We have been fortunate in securing
as supervisor of these schools a young man who
was trained here and who has made good in an im
portant school in the soufh of the island. We are
hopeiful that much may bBe done to lead these schools
on the road of progress.

Jubilee Year:

Next year is the Jubilee year of the college, for
it was in the year 1872 that Rev. E. P. Hastings and
Pastor Hunt, a missionary and a2 Tamil minister, along
with others revived the old Batticotta Seminary un
der the name of Jaffna College with a Board of Di-
rectors composed of missionaries and Tamils. Plans
are being made for a suitable celebration that may
stir the loyalty of those who hove studied here and
renew the interest of all who have at any time heen
connected with the institution.



ALUMNAE MEETING AT UDUVIL SCHOQO.



NEW CLASS ROOMS, UDUVIL ENGLISH SCHOOL
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UbuviL GIRLS® SCHOOLS

t::? E: ] 8 'g § o ?:‘.J -
G L .| =I5 ol =g Ha 4=
§ESE8 £ | BpERTSREY i
= i W =] o
S |1E8i68| 5 | = |EalEm|220 g 57
o 18 a I LB i = =4
S 2laEsEa 87 IS
: | Rs. ctal
Tamil Boarding 71169 135/ 112} 23| 40| 95 8§ 30| 2831.50
Tamil Practising | 4 | 181 144 — | 144 15 120 — | _ | 1309.70
Teachers Training| 4| 29 15 15/ — 4 11 — 14i 825.00
English 24 | 364| 288 164| 124| 108] 180, 13 1091'- 5248.14]
Total. 39 | 743| 582 291| 201 167 415|r 21 153/10214.34]

Extracts are taken from Miss Bookwalter’s Report :

The first great event of the year was the arrival
of Miss Calder. We are always happy to have visit-
ors, and there is special joy when it is one who
already knows and loves Uduvil. We welcomed Miss
Calder in our own Uduvil fashion with waving palms
and songs. It was a joy to the Uduvil missionary
family to have her as their guest, and the girls of
the school were made happy by her interest in
them. They still remember the talk she gave them
at morning prayers on the subject of “Others.” While
she was here the old girls organized themselves into
the Uduvil Old Girls' Association. Tt was a lovely
day for the old girls, so many of them coming back
to their old school to greet their class-mates, to sit
in their old school desks, and to see their loved
Principal Miss Howland. Officers were elected with
Miss Howland as™ P.asident. Miss Calder was the
guest of honour that day; giving the principal ad-
dress at the meeting. Aféer the meeting was over
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there was a social time—pictures were taken of the
officers and of the women who studied under Eliza
Agnew. An entertainment was given by the girls
followed by a tea party. Before breaking up an
impromptu farewell was given to Miss Hastings ex-
pressing their love for her. “She left Uduvil soon after
for her furlough in America—a furlough surely well-
earned after service of seven and a half years at
Uduvil.

In August, at the close of the term the school
said farewell to Miss Pugh as she was about tore-
turn to England. Miss Pugh had been in the school
as a teacher for over two years and was greatly
loved by her students of the Cambridge classes. We
called her our history professor as she undertook to
teach English history to the girls, and did it so
successfully. We look forward with eagerness to her
return.

The last special event of the year 1920 was the
coming of Miss Vogt to teach in the English school.
We had been expecting her for some months, and
greatly rejoiced when a telegram finally announced
her coming. Feasts and songs and a holiday came
on that day, and before the day was over, she had
entered our lives and had become with us a part
of Uduvil. She began teaching almost immediately
in the upper school filling the places of those on
furlough.

Miss Rure GERTRUDE HOLLAND

The heart of Uduvil has been most deeply moved
by the death of Ruth Holland. She died of enteric
fever January 11th, 1921. As this report is being
written after her death we wish to speak of her
now. But what can we write? It seems so impos-
. sible to express what a great wave of sorrow and
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dismay swept over Uduvil that day in January, when
in the very midst of our rejoicing over what seem-
ed certain recovery, she quietly slipped away from
us. We did not see how it could be, and for a time
our minds and hearts were dulled and we could not
—understand. Nor do we understand well even now.
But we have tried to learn the lessons meant for
us, and among the older girls through the example
of her life there has been a real spiritual awaken-
ing. She was so loving and kind—so thoughtful
and true—that all, even those who saw or knew
her very little, loved her.

She was the quiet deep stream in whom all might de-
light. She passed well her first Tamil examination
living away from Uduvil where she might have quiet
and time for study. She had afterward in December
moved to Uduvil and on that day she said *“This is
a great day for me” It was 'a great day for all of
us. We had wanted her for over three years. It
took two years to find her, and one year for her to
study Tamil. She was ready now to take up the
work she had many years been preparing to do.

And now, who will take her place?

Perhaps one may be found in America who, train-
ed in Domestic Science, will hear the call and come
out to Uduvil to carry on this very necessary work.
At the memorial service an appeal was made to the
girls to consecrate themselves more fully to Christ.
The older girls felt the need of giving themselves
in service to take her place, and some were deep-
ly stirred. It was planned to organize a Ruth Hol-
land Student Volunteer Band made up of those who
pledged to give tiemselves for definite Christian
service. The pledge reads as follows:—

It is my purpose, God willing, to give my life in definite ser-

vice for Christ. 1In accordance with this purpose I herehy
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make a vow that I will give some of the years of my life,
and if so led, all the years of my life to some special form
of Christian service.

In fulfilment of this vow I am willing to do whatever
work the Lord may give me to do and to go wherever the
Lord may send me.

WAME S s e ot b miatiin+ DIAEE e ias f o s enies PIBCE G S sl fates @

On the reverse side of the pledge card is written the
following :

The Ruth Holland Volunteer Band was organised through the
inspiration of the life of Ruth Holland, who came to Ceylon as
2 missionary in November, 1919. In January, 1921, she laid down
her life as a sacrifice for the girls of Jaffna. Following her
example, she who signs this pledge has made a definite decision
to give herself to the service of God. Toward this end she will
shape her plans, and do all in her power to prepare herself for
this great work.

“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Haryest that he would send
forth labourers into his harvest.”

Five girls have signed this pledge : They understand
fully what the pledge means and are frying to do all
they can to prepare themselves for the great work they
will later take up. They have signed the pledge in
faith, trusting God to lead them into whatever work he
wants them to do. Thus the life of Ruth Holland goes
on. Her spirit will be ever with us making us long
to be better, and filling us with the desire to serve
as she served. :

The best year: /

When the year began we all agreed that it should be the best
year we had ever had, and as each year is ever better than the
ane before, so has this year 1520 heen indesd the wery best
year. We feel that the spirit of the school has never been so
fine, that the difficulties which naturally -rise in such a large
family have never been so smcll :

“Christ at Uduvil” we chose for our motto, and we have pray-
ed each day that Uduvil might be worthy to have Him walking
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about the compound as a constant companion. Among the older
girls there has been a deeper spiritual life, and among the little
girls a greater desire to do what was right. Twentyone girls
joined the church during the year. This is| not as many as usi-
al. It is difficult to explain this fact when the spiritual life has
been on a higher plane. Hindu girls hesitate to do that which
_they know means so much in their futare relation with their
families, though they have tried to live the Christ lite without
identifying themselves with the church.

The Christian éndeavour and the Y. W. C. A. in English and
Tamil have been active during the year. Three delegates wen
to the Y, W. C. A. Camp at Negombo in August. The usual
sunset prayer meetings, the weekly meeting with the Pastor, Sun-
day Scheol and church, the classes with missionaries, and the
personal talks—have helped to make life rich and full, In May
at the begianing of the new school year, the teachers and mis-
sionaries re-consecrated themselves for Christ’s service, and planned
to put first things first. We may have forgotten sometimes, but
it has been in the background of our thought always.

The year has been a busy one as every year at Uduavil is,
Seme improvement was made in almost every branch of work—
nothing spectacular—but conscientious effort and better results.

The Tamil Boarding School :

This school has taken on a more spontaneous spirit, though
not yet all that might be desired. When the school is inspect-
ed rather than examined vearly, there will be hope of greater
improvement in original and independent thought. The Govern-
ment will surely take this forward step soon. Drawing and sing-
ing have helped to make the work more interesting, and the ef-
fort of the teachers to bring to the girls something outside their
poor Tamil text books has been successful where tried.

The Training School ;

An entrance class to study one full year instead of only a few months
was organized. The study of English, singing, drawing, hygiene, practi-
cal needlework, nature study, and supervision of their teaching,
all have helped to mzke the year’s work worth while in giving
them a better prepara‘ion before taking up the two years’ reg-
ular training.

The first and second year training school girls have also takenm
a new interest in their work as special lessons in the teaching
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of nature study, hygiene, and geography have been given them.
An enlarged room, good desks, almirahs, and a large wall black-
board have inspired them to make their room beautiful and also
to help them do neater work in exercise hooks.

The girls in training are beginning to realize that to prepare tobea
teacher means work of the very best, and nothing short of that. The
examination resulis in 1920 were not good. With mere care for—
each girl's work and closer supervision, better results for 1921 =
are expected.

The Practising School for the Training School:

The room has been fitted up with chairs and tables and some
materials for hand work added. The Kindergarten building is one
with mud walls and the main building needs repairs. The plan of
she Mission is to make as good as possibie the schools ateach
Wission station. These schools will be the Church schools and
will remdin in conirol of the Mission though other schools may
he taken over gradually by the Government. Some time in the
near future this schiool must berebuilt. As a practising school
for teacher training it should be a model school. English is nOwW
baing tanght to the children-—much to the satisfaction of the
parents and pupils,

The English School:

The standard of work has improved and the school is now ready
to be a fully orgamized secondary school H the Government is
pleased to rank it so. We are having less difficulty in finding
sufficient teachers each year as mwore and more of our own giris
are taking the advanced work,

During the August holidays four of the Fnglish school teach-
ers attended the vacation course for teachers in Colombe. In Jan-
uary one of our Senior Cambridge graduates was admiited to
the Government Training College in Colombo to be traized in
Domastic Science. Other girls are planning to go to the Train-
ing Colleme when ready. This is a great step forward as we have
been tryifig for years to induce parenis to be willing to allow
their dauchiers to be trained as teachers in Colombe. Apparent-
Iy the time has now come when they are willing,

The Cambridge results for December 1519 were good, Three out
of four Juniors and all the three Senio™s passed the examinations.
It is a great gratification to us- io see the girls ambitious for
themselves, When §lling out a questionnaire, one guestion of which
read—"“What do you intend to do when you finish your studies?"—
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at least ten of the older girls said they wanted to be doctors,
2nd as many more wanted to be trained teachers.

The Drawing department has taken a decided step forward.
A drawing room has been fitted up, and one of our own girls who
passed the first class teachers’ drawing examination is in charge.
Two of our own Senior Cambridge girls received the second class
tpachers’ certificate in drawing. The drawing room is a place of
beauty to which the girls delight to go. Their own work adorns
the walls and their ambition to paint is now being satisfied.

Murch effort and much thought have been put into the work of
Uduvil this past year by all, from the teachers down o the
matrons and servants. Faithful and earnest work has made it
acssible to carry the heavy burdens of each day. Gratitude is
due afl those who so faithfully did their work the past year. Miss
Clark has been a tower of sirength throughout the year with
‘her help in so many departments of the school, and her untiring
efforts to organize her work and to train others to take charge
of it while she is home on furlosgh. She goes home taking with
her much love from teachers and students of the whole school.

The following report of Kindergartens shows Miss Clark’s en-
thusiasm for her chosen line of work, and how Uduvil stream
has overflowed its banks aud watersd the flelds round about.

KINDERGARTEN REPORT—1920
By Miss L. K, Clark.

A little over five vears ago when I arrived in Cey-
fon I found awaiting me a host of little children
whose chances of obtaining a good education were
exceedingly small, A great many did not go to school
at all but remained at home through the indiffer-
ence of their parents or because they were made to
work for their living, while others who were sent
off to school by their parents often played truant
through fear of punishment by the teachers who
would cane them well if they failed in any points
of the law.

Those who went to_school were being “educat-
2d” by a certain packing process (suggestive of
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Armour’s, Chicago) in which the child was the
barrel, knowledge ot facts the pork, and the
teacher the packer. At the age of six after a year
of good solid ramming down, a Government inspect-
or appeared and a thorough examination of the con-
tents of each barrel was gone through. Scarcely any
attention was paid to the barrel except to be con-
demned as a bad one if any of the contents had
leaked out. Such a packing process in combination
with a rigid examination system was begun when
the tiny tot entered school and ended only when he
was graduated from the highest class.

It takes but a short time for this sort of educa-
tion to stamp out what little originality may have
been latent in the child’s mind, and to make him
into a stupid little machine with but one purpose
in life, namely, to pass an examination. I have been
surprised to find the children so lacking in the spirit
of play. Whether it is due to the hot climate which
has a tendency to produce physical inertia, or per-
haps to a lack of ingenuity, or just “custom,” true
it is there is a strange lack of games among the
children. Even in scheol where the daily pro-
gram provides for recreation the children have to be:
urged to “come and play”! The children lack the
ability to do hand-work well. This is doubtless due
to the custom of a country where manual work is
done only by certain castes. Another noticeable lack
is that of the power of observation. The children
have never had their eyes opened to the beauties
of nature which surround them on every side. Con-
sequently their eapacity for sympathy and appre-
ciation has not been developed, and their ability
to observe accurately and describe even in part what
they see is astonishingly smail. With the capacities
of the little children so undeveloped, surely here in



The children of Jaffna wish to say-

We have no Kinderdarien
We are each a little Hindoo, * we do the best we kin do "
Please send us a Kindergarten too



ENGLISH KINDERGARTEN, UDUVIL

TAMIL KINDERGARTEN, UDUVIL
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Jaffna, if anywhere, is there a crying need for kin-
dergartens.

UpuviL ENGLISH ScHooL KINDERGARTEN.

The parents of the children in the Uduvil English School were
the first to realize this need -and Mrs Dickson was asked to or-
ganize cur first kindergarten in 1914. One of our brightest Eng-
lish school girls who had had a year of special studyin Colomba
was put in charge of this new department., She proved to be
unusually well fitted for a kindergarten teacher and her years of
hard work for the little ones have endeared Miss Paul to all who
know her. She continues as the head of the kindergarten de-
partment in Uduvil and as supervisor of the village kindergar-
tens. The kindergarten started with about ten children, it now
has over thirty. The parents feel that English clothes should ac-
company an English education, conseguently wyou see the
little girls dressed in frocks and the little boys wearing coats
and trousers, The present building is but a single room with chick-
en-wire walls (like a poulfry run), a palm-leaf roof over head and
sea sand under foot. The equipment iz not elaborate as it con-
sists only of chairs, tables, black-boards, number-boards, pictures,
and a small organ. We are in great need of a new building
which shail be well equipped and provided with a much better
supply of materials than we now have.

UbDtivi, VERNACULAR SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN

In 1916 a kindergarten was started in Uduvil vernacular school,
the practising school in which eur Tamil girl teachers are
trained. The building is but a palm-thatched roof on poles
which stand in mund walls. But there has always beena good
supply of children. There are now 82 children enrolled. it
was our idea when we started this kindergarten to use only
native materials for hand-work: such as palm-leaves for weaving,
seeds, shells, clay. But Government has required us to put in a
fuller equipment, to give the children chairs and tables, to have
them use colored papers and chalks, scissors and beads,—in short
to make it like an English kindergarten, At the same time the
Government has not granted us any more money to help carry
this extra expense. This kindergarten which has been carried on for
several years has shown 1's how well worth while it is from the changes
which we now see in the chil'ren who are studying in the upper
grades. There is much less stolidness, more spontancity, and an
ambition for education beyond the wvillage school.
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Exncrisn KINDERGARTEN AT VADDUKODDAT

In 1917 the Enclish-speaking Tamils of Vaddulkoddai asked that
2 kindergarten in English be established for the benefit of their
children. A trained teacher from Colombo was employed; this
was a well-equipped kindergarten and did good work for two
vears, Though the demand for an Fnglish kindergarten at present
is not great, there is a pressing need for a Tamil kindergarten
at Vaddulkoddai, as that is ona of our important mission stations.

The commaunity is largely Hindu, and the oppourtunity of infiuen-
cing the children is great.

Inuvil, VERNACULAR FINDERGARTEN

A mile away from Uduvil is the large Hindu village of Inuvil
It has an important location being situated on the main road be-
pween Jafna Town and Kangesanturai. Our Mission has a flour-
ishing wvillage school there near Inuvil Hospital but of the hun-
dred-and-over children which attend the school just one comes
from 2 Christian home. ~Through the help of Dr. Curr who has
always taken a keen interest in this school, we organized two
years aszp a kindergarten department, The children came fock-
ing to it, and at present there are fifty-two on the toll. The old
roof on poles under which the willage school met in former days
has proved inadeguate for even the kindergarten. So as Dr. Curr
promised to provide money for a building, we drew up plans
and now there is in the process of erection @ real kindergarten.
Tust before she left for America, Mrs., Miller laid the comer-
<tone and the work on the building is progressing rapidiy. Itis
+o be a large octagonal building inside of which seventy-five to
_one hundred children can gather in two large circles for games
as well as be separated into smaller classes for their legsons.
There will bo pleaty of blackboard epace on the walls which
will he only half walls the upper part being made of expanded
metal. This type of building is a good madel for akindergarten
in any of our villagze schools. Its estimated cost is 100§ dollars.

TELLIPPATLAT VERNACULAR KINDERGARTEN

Last November at Tellippalai we organized a kindergarten in the
vernacular school. It has already proved popular ifor theve are
over forty children in attendance. The young teacher in charge
is very enthusiastic in her work and there is & happy spirit among
the children who now enjoy their school-work thoroughly.

MANIPAY VERNACULAR KINDCJRGARTEN

Our latest kindergarten to be established is at Manipay. Work

was besun there in January 1921 aud everything points toward
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success. Manipay is an important center for our schoo! work so
we feel that it is necessary for the children here to have a good
foundation. There are over forty children in attendance, some of
them low-caste “black habiss.”’ Af present the children meet un-
der a “lean-to” at the back of the village school. A few chairs
and tables and some materinls for hand-work have been purchas-
ed with some of the money sent cut by the Woman’s Board. A
pew building will be necessary before we can do first clags kinder-
garten work.
TEACHER TRAINING

As the demand for kindergartens in different centers pgrew,
the need of well-irained teachers to ceonduct them was evident.
As Udpvil English kindergarten increased in size, assistants were
chosen from ameng the older English School girls and irained
oene by one.

Soon Uduvil Practicing schoo! needed kindergarten teachers and
from the Training Class we chose two teachers who seemed well
fitted to work with little children. One of them scon left and
married, hut the other, Miss Chinnammah Karthegesu, has proved
herself a “born teacher” of little ones. Her work has been very
successiul. In a teaching competition held in  Jalina where
feachers from all over the Province gathered to exhibit their
ability, Chinnammalh ran off with the second prize.

in the Training School we have found the teacherz for the
more recently erganized kindergartens, but it was with difficalty
that we found time to train them as their course was full. So
in view eof this fact and also as I was soon to go on furlough,
we decided to call in all the kKindergarten teachers and during
the month of October give them special training. Sgven young
teachers were here for this course. The picture shows the seven
standing, and seated at my right Miss Paul, and at my left, Miss
Karthegesu, both of whom helped me give this course which
included lessons in drawing, program-making, child psychology,
cifferent occupations, and methods in  teaching reading, writing,
arithmetic, scripture, cobservation, story-telling, and conducting
opening exercises, Each student teacher was given a class to
teach or to observe every morning, and in the afternoon the
lessons of the morning were discussed and criticised. At the end
of the month we-had an exhibition of the hand-work which those
in training had dene. The school managers and others who
came to see the girls’ work expressed their surprise at the amount
which had been accomplished in so short a time.
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PresenT AND FUTURE

We now have five kindergartens established in four different
villages with a total of 275 children in attendance and eight
teachers in charge. Our Mission has under its care about 100
village schools in many of which Kkindergartens should eventually
be established, Some of these schools may be taken over by
Government but most of them will doubtless remain in our charge
for many years to come. Our plan is to organize kindergartens
inas many of these schools as we possibly can, and as soon
as we can. This plan can be carried out for we have the girls
ready to be trained, if we can have the funds to provide a good
course for kindergartners here at Udovil.

Our NEEDS

1, Qur greatest need is for a kindergarten building at Uduvil
which shall be a model school in which the ieachers are to prac-
tice and receive their training, We plan fto make the kindergar-
ten of the English school a model in building and equipment, and
to combine with it a teacher-training room with the materials and
furnishings necessary for the training of kindergartners.

As far as we know, Uduvil is the only place in Ceylon where
kindergarten training is given in the Tamil language. What train-
ing we have given has been dons under difficuities because we
lack suitable buildings and equipment. The estimated cost of a
maodal building with equipment would be $2500.

2. The success of the kindergartens during the coming years
will depend chiefly upon how closely they are superyvised, While
I am on furlough Miss Paul will visit the different kindergartens
as often as she can, but at best she wiil mot be able to go
as often as the work needs becanse of the distance to be tra-
velled. We are greatly handicapped because we have no rapid
way of travelling. Our only means of travel at present is by
horse-bandy which is slow and uncomfortable. 30 one of our
most urgent needs is a motor car to conserye our time and
energy. Without a motor car the plan of organizing other kinder-
gartens, I fear, cannot be carried out

3. Our third need is for buildings in which to house the wil.
lage kindergartens. $1000 will furnish a building and equipment
suitable for a village kindergarten -

Our prospects for the coming years are bright. The Govern-
ment has been putting more emphasis on this phase of educa-
tion and is sympathetic with us in our efforts to introduce new
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‘methods. The parents are more and more appreciative of the
training which the children receive in our kindergartens. Best of
all, the children themselves have shown a decided improvement,
and their love for their classes and their teachers, which they
manifest in so many ways, bids us go forward eagerly in our
endeavor to give to many more children the advantages which
only a few have now.

We are indeed very grateful to all of our friends who have
helped to make this work possible, and we feel confident of your
continued loyal support. The fact that you at home believe in
the work and have generously supported us in it, forms the basis
of our brightest prospects.

TELLIPPALAI VERNACULAR BOARDING AND INDUSTRIAL
SCHOOL FOR Boys

Mr. Ward’s Report:

The Boys' Boarding School has had one of the
best years in its history. In three vears the at-
tendance has increased from 23 to75. There seems
no limit to the possible development of this school,
except the lack of funds. It reaches a class of
boys who come mostly from outlying districts where
the people are in a backward condition and mostly
poor. But the fact that the parents are poor does
not mean necessarily that the lads are unpromising.
We are securing by selection a number of really
bright boys, and the results of training them are
most encouraging. Most of those who stay through
the Eighth Grade become Christians, and become a
real influence for good in their home villages. They
are with us Jong enough to become Il grounded
in Christian character, and their in e on their
home villages is generall i most
mark the
transformation of village life, but experience
goes to show that it is more effective than any
other method so far devised. That heing the case,
there would seem to be no more directiy effective

ted, This may seem a

10} 9
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way of using mission gifts then in the support of
such children in a school, such as the Boarding
School at Tellinpal:  Scholarships vary with the
needs of the individual, from seven to twenty dollars
a year. Where can one invest twenty dollars so as
to bring in greater dividends to the Kingdom ?

It is our aim to cultivate the spirit of service in
all our students. We believe that industrial train-
ing in one means to this end. Human mnature
the world around is only tooprone to pride and
selfishness. There is need for the breaking down of
pride and the deve!opment of the democratic spirit,
not to speak of the need for straight thinking and
facing of realities. These and other desirable ends
can be attained to some extent at least by system-
atic industrial training. For many years all the
boys in the Boarding School have been required to
do some sort of manual Izbour. TFor some years
this has been limited to work in the Printing Press
and the book bindery. We have now established a
school garden where a few of the boys grow plan-
tains and vegetables—as many as fifteen varieties
being grown at the same time. Others take a cotirse
‘in basket weaving, using the material available in
the country, such as palmyrah palm leaves, roots,
wild date fibre, plantain fibre and rattan. Chair seats
are caned and wicker furniture made. Quite a local
industry could be developed along this line with
proper support and supervision. The experiment has
been carried far enough to indicate that the older
boys will be able to earn a fair share of their own
support by working in the afternoons and Saturdays.
This will undoubtedly result in a more capable, self-
reliant and self-respecting manhoou, and it is most
desirable that this phase of the school life should receive
adequate encouragement and support.

g
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The carpenter shop produces school furniture and
does a certain amount of commercial work in the
way of good grade household furniture. With the
new Government code for Industrial work, we may
again take up carpentry and cabinet making as a
part of the industrial training in the Boarding School.
In the past, we have had to sell our books and
carpenter shop articles in the same place where they
were produced. This entailed a serious loss of time
on the part of the Press and shop superintendent
and interfered somewhat with the workmen. We
now have a sepayate Sales Room, and this is proving
a valuable adjunct to the plant. In this room are
kept for sale not only the products of the Press
and shop, but also baskets and rattan work from
the Boarding School Industrial Department and needle
work materials for the Vernacular day schools. [t
is being managed on the basis of service rather
than as a money-making proposition, yet we hope
to make it pay its way.

60TH ANNIVERSARY AT TELLIPPATAI

One of the most interesting events of the year was the 60th
Apniversary of the founding of the Training School at Tellippalai,
Months befor¢hand Rev, S. Eliatamby and Rev. C. D. Valup-
pillai began to stir up the matter of collecting a Scholarship
fund in the name of Thomas Snell Smith. All the sraduates and
former pupils were written to or visited personally and solicited
to give “onme month’s pay” to the fund, Many responded gladly
and enihnsiastically and when the day came a sum of Rs. 2538
was reported given to endew the Scholarship,

As the appeinted time drew near Tellippalai compound saw
such decorating as it had never seen before. On that day car-
riages and carts from all parts of the Peninsula filled the open
spaces of the compound. There was a business meeting of
Alumni, 2 group photo, a tea party and an exhibition of indus-
trial work done by the preser: pupils with some relics of the
old times displayed as curios. There was an evening Zatheripy
in theopen air in front of Sanders Hall with a most interesting
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program of addresses and music. Perhaps the most thrilling
moment was when the vote was taken to send greeting to Mrs,
T. 8. Smith who is living with her daughter near Boston Mass.
It was a great day for love and loyalty. The sad thing is that
the Training School has heen swallowed up in the United Schosl
at Kopay and the whole thing is soon to be changed into a Gov-
ernment institution without Missionary control.

UDUPIDDI ANGLO-VERNACULAR BOARDING SCHOOL
Mr. Miller writes :

The Udupiddi Girls’ Boarding School was trans-
ferred to my management when the Hitchcocks left
in March., Miss Hoffmann was transferred from
Uduvil to take charge temporarily and continued till
the end of the year, when we succeeded in secur-
ing the services of Miss Mary F. Houston, an Ameri-
can lady formerly connected with the C. M. S. educa-
tional work in Kandy. Owing to the rise of tuition
fees and the going of Mrs. Hitchcock the registra-
tion was smaller than last year. This year there
were seventy odd girls on the roll while last vear
there were over ninety. The work went along
smoothly under Miss Hoffmann in spite of the
numerous handicaps to which a new comer is in-
ev1tc,.blv subjected, There has undoubtedly heen a
loss in the efficiency of our English teaching which
formerly had much of the supervision and time of
Mre. Hitchcock, The government gcrants for the
previous year were good, and enabled us to give
substantial increases in salaries. The splendid annual

gift for scholarships from a friend in _‘,r:.em,a has
made it possible to and
close the year with ntial b e .
be of great help in evening up the inevi e Joss
of government grant at the next rxamination.

Mrs. Brown adds:
The new Principal, Miss Houston, opened school
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in January, 1921, but very soon fell ill with fever
and was taken to the hospital. During her absence
I have had charge. From 1900 to 1905 this school
was in my care. Now after sixteen years it is
pleasant to come back and find among the girls
some daughters of my oid pupils.

In the past ten or twelve years the school has
been very much improved under Mrs. Hitcheock’s
care, The new class rooms and enlarged school hall
add very greatly to the comfort and efficiency of
‘the school.

Miss Hoffmann did a great deal for the school
emphasizing fine needle work during the six months
she was in charge.

The religious influence here is very strong and
the daily life guided by faithful matron and teachers
is happy and well ordered.

Many of the girls are from Hindu homes close
by and their parents come often to visit their daugh-
ters. If we can evangelize the parents as well as
the girls it will be a great work.

DRIEBERG ScHoOOL, CHAVAKACHCHERT

Rev. J. K. Sinnatamby reports:

Drieberg English School at Chavakachcheri is the
only English School in my field. The number on
the roll has been gradually increasing and now we
have about 300 pupils of whom about 30 are girls.
There is a small boarding attached for the conven-
ience of the boys coming from 3 distance and at
present there are about 30 of them. Daily religious
instruction is imparted and the school exerts an open
Christian influence in the villages around. This has
been recognized by the Hindu public and an attemnt

3



24

is now being made to start a Hindu English School.
The photo shows a number of young men and bovs
who have embraced Christianity from the Scheel
Some of these have sgone through severe persecution
but have stood firm in their new faith.

The Missionary residence at Chavakacheheri has not been oc-
cupied by a Missionary family since 1006, With the exception
of one room it is how given ovet to the wuse of the school fox
the hoarding department, office and teacher’s room.

VERNACULAR DAY SCHOOLS

This large department of our Mission Work with
9745 children and 342 teachers has been the special
field of endeavour of Mr. Miller the past year. He
was Secretary of the Board of Education and special
correspondent with the Department of Education in
Colombo on matters of general importance. Extracts
are taken from his repoit.

The Board of Education:

Tn 1919 the Board of Bducation was chosen by the DMission and
consisted of the managers of vernacular schools, the treasurer of
the Council, Mr. Brown, aud a representative from the Council,
Pir. Bicknelt, In 1920, the Council, taking over the schonlz, also
elected the Board of Education. This censisted as belore of the
managers of schovls and laymen and pastors elected from the
Council. There were seven managers of schools, four laymen,
one pastor, and Mr, Brown, On Mr. Brown's death, Mr. Bicknelt
xwas elected to his place. Mr. Ward was ¢ member, both as the
freasurer of the Council and as a manager of schools. biss
Bookwalter as a manager of schools represented also the inferests
of the Woman’s Board. As in the previous year, Mr. Ward was
elected chairman and Mr. Miller secretary,

Banagement :

A strong feeling has existed for some bLims among the laymen
and certain of the pastors that they wished the pastors to be
freed from the burden of acting as momagers of schools, Early
in 1090 it was suggested that Iur. Bliller be sppointed superin.
tendont of the whole school system, and this would have un-
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doubtedly been carried out had BMr. Miller's furlough period nat
been so close at hand, At the beginning of 1921 this poticy haes
been actually carried out by the appointment of Mr, A S, Avg
lampalam as paid manager of schools of the Western Diwision,
altogether 66 schools. The remainder of the schools, excepting
the Islands District which remans in the hands of the Mative
Evangelical Society, are under the management of Hev, § K
Sinnﬂtamby and belong to the South-eastern field. To carry on
this extensive work, Mr, Sinnatamby is provided with a paid as
sistang.

The grants in all the schools for 1920 showed 2 decided in
crease, owing to the increase granted to passes in esch subject
by the Department of Education. This increaze has placed many
of our weak schools on 2 much more certain foundation than
ever before, But I have warned managers and teachers that this
increase is only temporary and that the coming year would pros-
ably see a great slump in the grants. This prediction has al-
teady been fulfilled in some instances, The inspectors have hess
warned by the Department of Edacation to examine more strictir
and thus raise the standard of instruction. On the other hand
many of the teachers have failed to do faithful worlk throughont
the year and have again relied on their old system of examing
tion cramming for three months of the year. Then too the year
was one of hardshins and VEIY many poor children were oot
from schosl to help their parents. The compulsery attendance
law was not enforced in several districts and it was impossilife
to secure regular attendance Added to these difficulties, the go-
currence of disease and epiderics in many villages was more se-
vere than usual, owing to the partial starvation that many child-
Tfen are suffering due to the high cost of foods. It is a cause
of great thanks-giving that the Government has found a way to
reduce the high cost of rice and that food conditions will thus
be much easier during the coming VEar.

Inspection :

The inspector in charge of the district where my schools wera
situated has been trying fo improve the schools and I have done
all that I could to co-operate with him. I have made it a point
to be present at all €. aminations and inspections and to take
notes of special matters that thr manager can do something to
improve. In particular this has besn helpful in comparing the
work of teachers and Setting up 2 standard of work for the
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various classes. ‘ihe staff of the schools has come inder consid-
eration and in my disirict much has been done to remove the
oldi idea that teachers, cnce appointed, were permanently attach-
ed to a certain school, irrespective of their ability, efficiency, or
faithfulness. I have also tried to improve the regularity and
promptness of the teachers in attendance on their school duties
and have succeeded at least in some places in getling better re-
sults on thiz score. Many of the teachers still regard their school
work as a sort of avocation which they are atliberty to pursue
when the main work of the day (gardening or trading) is done.
0f course, the wreichediy low salaries has had a good deal to do
with the conditions that have produced this feeling.

Conferences :

During the year, I held several minor conferences of teachers
and one general conference 4t which the inspector himself was
present. I feel that these have been helpful in bringing about
a better feeling, more of esprit de corps, as well as giving some
actual instruction and help to the teachers that would be useful
in their school work. The inspector was pleased with the spirit
of the conference and proposed a similar conference at Tellip-
palai which Mr. Ward organized, It is the intention in the future
to hold several conferencesa year.

Hindu Schools :

in many places increasing Hindu opposition is being felt. In
practically all of our schools the character of the attendance is
changing. Larger numbers of low caste children are coming into
.mission schools and many of the high caste children are leaving
for Hindu schools. As mentioned above the increasing number
of low caste children presents a problem to mission schools. The
sttendance of these children is irregular; many of them are dirty
and suffer from itch and other diseases; the majority come to
echool from homes where they are neglected and start with a
wandicap; some of them undoubtedly are of very poor mental
calibre.

During the vear there were several changes made in the office
of the Department of Education in Colombo. The Director was
called to the Food Production Office, and those who succeeded
him were acting temporarily in the office.- It was consequently
impossible to secure anything lice a connected policy in the treat-
ment of special conditions b zs our relation to the Hindu
schools. to its previously announced policys

1
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Government has continued to grant applications for recognition
of Hindu private schools.

Mr. Sinnatamby also speaks of this:

There are 25 vernacular schools in my field and each used to
be a centre of evangelism. But now several of them have ceased
to be so openly because of the active opposition by Hindus in
some of the villages. The decision of the Government to take
over all vernacular schools in the Island is going to put a stop
to this great agency of evangelism., But there iz a bright side
also in this; for the Christian workers who hitherto had to de-
vota a goond pertion of thewr tlme to these schools will now be
relieved to put their wheole time to direct evangelistic work.
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Medical Work

McLrop HosritaL, INUVIL, 1920

Dispenszary Patients . - - 4499
= Vigits > R = 8203
Haoapital In-Patients - - - 2535
% Total days - 34522
2 Daily average - 95
i Average No. of days - 13.66
Maternity Cases in Hospital - - = 533
A in Villages - - - 37
£ Total - = - 570
Wigits to Villages - . = 416
Of the Hospiial Patients
Hindug numbered - 2835
Protestant Christinng - 471
Romean Catholics 8 243
kohamedans - i
Puddhista - 2
Totai 2555

Extracts from Dr. Curt’s Eeport :

If our readers could onlv come and pay a visit to
our “lttle world of women” as one of our mission-
arvies named us, we would be delichted to show you
around the different wards: the large surgical and
medical wards with a few private roems attached,
then on to the Dispensary where the out-patients
are arriving in the morning to be seen and pre-
scribed for after we finish our rounds of the wards,
then we cross gover to the Maternity ward where
most of our nice black babies are, the New Materni-
ty, Old Maternity, Freeman Memorial and Somerville
wards, Ola and Centennial bungalows for more pri-
vate patients and to our Murses’ Home and the
Doctors” Bungalow., This may seem an easy walk
round, but it is not quite so easy when you have
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to look at, feel the pulse and prescribe for eachof
the 90 or 100 in-patients not to mention the ftreat-
ments, dressings and operations which some require.

Medical Assistants:

After Dr. de Livera left us in June 1919 on ac
count of her health we were without a medical as
sistant for nine months until March 1920, when we
welcomed Dr. Hanna Williams a Jaffna Tamil lady
who had taken her medical course in Madras and
had also a vear's experience in Singapore working
with the Methodist Episcopal Mission there. In ad-
dition to genmeral hospital work she has been espec-
ially helpful in doing the microscopic work which
has greatly aided in the diagnosis of cases.

Nurses’ Class :

At the beginning of the vear the number of nurses
in the class was 24. Of these, five left during the
year, one to be married and the others for various
*ea%n:, while six new girls joined the class. We

regret that one of our senmior nurses Miss Muattu-
pillai has been laid up for several ~nonth_~, with a
severe illness, but she has improved greatly and is
TOW a%;e for light duty. She and our Other senior
nurse Miss Susan bave been faithful workers ~ever
since Lh‘, hospital was started and have rendered
fine service to their fellow country-women.

Medical Work :

The statistics for 1820 show an increase in the
mumber of both Hospital and Dispensary patients.
The total number of days the patients stayed in
hospital was 34922 an average of 1374 days each
and the daily av-rage number of inpatients for the

year wae 95 as compared with 70 for the previous
year, and exceeds the number for beds we have in



hospital, which necessitates some having to be ac-
commodated on the floor. The highest number re-
gistered was 125 in October.

We regret to say that there has been practically
an epidemic of enteric fever in Jaffna during part
of the year and our Mission has had its full share.
We were deeply grieved at the loss of our beloved
Missionary Rev. G. G. Brown in March 1920. He had
been suffering from enteric and was just getting over it
when cerebral embolism complicated his illness and
he died after a few days. About the same time the
little son of Mr. and Mrs. Hitchcock took seriously
ill with cerebral malaria, but made a fine recovery
after a few hypodermic injections of quinine.

In the autumn an outbreak of enteric occurred
among the boys of Jaffna College, due probably to
one of the wells outside the college grounds, which
was used also by the boys, having been contamin-
ated by some of the villagers who had been ill with
this fever and who have very little or no idea
about hygiene. Before the new term commenced the
college grounds were throughly cleaned and wells
disinfected, and when the boys returned the majori-
ty were inoculated with anti-typhoid vaccine kindly
given by the P. C. M. O. from the Bacteriological
Institute, Colombo. The wife of the Principal also
had a slight attack of enteric and made.a good al-
though slow recovery.

We must also record the illness and passing away
of Miss Ruth Holland from enteric fever on the 11th
January 1921 at the hospital bungalow. She had lately
passed her first Tamil examination and was enjoy-
ing a holiday at Urikardu with the other Uduvil
ladies, when it was discovered she had fever and
at once she was brought over in the motor car and
seemed to be doing well for several days until an
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acute hemorrhage began which could not be arrest.
ed and she passed away suddenly and most peace-
fully.

Next Miss Hansen, the Nursing Superintendent, who
had helped take care of Miss Holland came down
with a mild attack of the same fever ; and a little
later Miss Houston, Principal of Udupiddi Girls'
Boarding School, also came down with it and was
motored over to the hospital. We were thankful
that both of these made good recoveries as well as
Lewis Ward who was laid up with enteric at Lelli-
palai about the same time.

The Maternity work for last year shows an in-
crease and it is interesting to note that the yearly
average number of maternity cases for the last 5
years is over 500, the number last year being 570.
We rejoice at the advance made in Jaffna during the
last twenty years in this department, for when we
opened the hospital in 1898 and for several years
afterwards, we could not get mothers to come into
hospital for their confinement unless we went and
visited them first in their own homes.

Now we can hardly supply rooms enough for these
patients and many come to the hospital days or
even weeks ahead of time some for advice and treat-
ment, and others to make sure of a room in good
time. However there is still need for improvement
in this line as infant mortality is high in Jaffna as
in most other parts of Ceylon, and the people need
more teaching in the care of mothers and infants.
In 1899 the number of maternity cases was 49, in
1919, it was 488. During these twenty years the
number of botk hospital and dispensary patients
has increased to more than double while the mater-
nity work has increased tenfold, the total of maternity
cases for the twenty years being 5515.
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Zyangelistic Work :

The Bible women under Miss Howland’s supervision
continue to do faithful work in the hospital and
sow the good seed day by day, some of which we
feel sure falls into good ground and brings forth
fruit even althcugh we do not see results at once.
Meetings are held daily in the wards by the Bible
women assisted by some of the nurses, and the
patients Jisten eagerly to the Gospel Story. Much
individual work is also done at the bedsides which
probably gives better results; very ofien some of the
patients ask to have prayers on their behaif,

Miss Howland tells of a patient who had studied in the Uduvi
Hoardizg School for a litile while in her youthful days and who
was in the hospital for a fime two years ago with vheumatic
fever, when the Bible woman had many earnest talks with her
Early thid year she was brought to the hospital again very il
with enteric fever. The family said that during these two years
she had refused to do snything connected with idol-worsiip or
any Hinda ceremenies. Her first words to Miss Howland when she
saw her were “prear rears @ T8meAC vt “I am converted.’’
She also said “Do mot pray that T may zecover but that
i may reach heaven.” She was taught a little prayer fo jesus
. “which she asked to have repeated again and again and she
herself would often repeat it. Her mind became weaker and
she was at times not fully conscious, We believe that she re-
ceived forgiveness of sins and put her whote trust in Jesus Christ
28 her Saviour and did “reach heaven.”

We also had an interesting case in hospital before the end of
the wear, that of & young girl from a Hindu home who had studi-
sd in the C. M. S. hearding school at MNallur where she had learn-
&3 to Jove the Saviour and she wanied to come out publicly as
2 Christian and be baptised, Her parenis opposed this, brought
wer home and tried to persuade her to marry a Hindy, but the
gir] firmly refused. She was taken ill with fever and the excite-
ment which was caused by the oppositich irom her family in-
creased her illness and she was brought to the hospital seriously ill.
in her delitium she talked a great deal about religion and said
she would be all right if she could only be baptized. After she
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recovered, having obtamned! the consent of her relations, she was
baptized in the hospital by the €. M. 8. pastor in the presence
of her mother, her schoel Principal, the Doctor and some of
the nursea and patients in the ward,

Our hearts rejoice over ansther baptism we had in  Thospital,

that of old Murugesu who has besn a hospital orderly singce the
opening of the hospital in 1893, Murugesu has been (he sub-

ject of much prayer all these vears and we have talked to him

about sin and the need of salvation and taught hBim {o pray
“God be merciful to me a sinner” He was regular in attend-
ing the Sunday P, M. meeting conducied hy Rev. 5. Eliatamby
in the Preaching Bungalow and also the prayer mesting held by
Mr. Santhiapillai for the hospitaf orderlies.  For sometime back we
have felt that Murugesu was really converted and was leading a
changed life, but kept back from making an open confession be-
cause of his heathen relations, We thanked God when he ex-
pressed his willingness for haptism before the close of the year,
and he was baptised the first Sunday of this year, his new name be-
ing Joshua, We are wery glad that Pastor Elistamby has been
able to comtinue the Sunday P. M. services for the patients and
their friends, and also the kind pastorsl visits on week-days with
the patients which so many love and appreciate,

Financial :

We are most grateful o the Cevlon Government for an increase
of grant up to Rs. 5000 per annum which is much appreciated
by both the Mission and Staff especially 23 the cost of drugs
and supplies has risen s¢ much—the indent we. expeci soon from
England will cost about Ra 10,000—in addition te incressed sala-
ries for the helpera.

All patients who are ahle to pay are ch
of rooms, treatment and medicines and all private fess go to heln
the upkeep of the hospital, while poor patients are treated fres
or partially free as the case may nesd.

We were pleased to receive 2 grant of Rs 182.63 from the bal-
ance of the Flood Relief Committee Funds towards giving free
medicines to the poor treated in the Freeman Memorial Ward.

We were delighted to receive a fine large box of hospital sup-
plies from the ladiés _f the Broadway Tabernacle, New York
city, through the kindness wf Mrs. E. L. Smith, and another

‘beautiful box of garments and supplies for the hospital from the

North Congregational Church, Springfield, Mass. To both of these
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Churches we offer our most grateful thanks for the many beauti-
tiful articles (including a good supply of bzndages) which are prov-
ing to be so useful and appropriate for our women's hospital.
Other gifts from friends who regularly support Bible women
and beds in the hospital, also local donations cannot here be ac-
knowledged in full detail, But we must speak of Rs. 500 collect-
ed by a lady in Colombo to aid the Nurses® Home Exiension
fund. For all of these gifts our hearts are filled with gratitude.

THe GREEN HOSPITAL, MANIPAY.
Medical :

It is now over seven years since Dr. and Mrse Scott (who had
carried on the work so successfully at Manipay for twenty years)
left for home and there has been no medical Missionary resid-
ing there since. Mr. Samuel Mills has carried on the work again
for 1920 under many disadvantages and although he has doneit
to the best of his ability being most energetic and enthusiastic
about his work still there ought to be a better gualified minin
charge of this hospital. Many of the patients come here after
they hzve been to Native physicians and are seriously il but
often make very good recovery because of the careful nursing and
also careful treatment given them by Mr. Mills. The latter devotes
his whole time in looking after the patients both as to their
bodily and spiritual needs.

Evangelistic :

We are glad to say that the Gospel work begun so many years
"ago by Dr. and Mrs, Scott is still conducted in the hospital. Pray-
er-meetings are held by the Doctor weekly and by the Catechist
daily. As a result we are very glad that a sonl was saved, that
of a Hindu young man. He belonged to a very high caste fami-
1y in Manipay. He passed the Government Clerical and was em-
ployed in the Colombo Kachcheri and gotsick. Ali the treatment
he had previously tried had failed to cure him and he finally
came to this hospital. Not only did he recover to some extent
from his disease but he was converted. He confessed his sins at
one of the prayer meetings and gave testimony that he was quife
happy in Jesus Christ. When his parents wanted him to take a
Kavadi to the Kandaswamy temple (in order to perform a vow
to the temple) he openly declared that h: Had no faith in do-
ing so, but if the parents wished 1t he was ready to do it only
ijn obedience to them, and expressed his desire to return and
pray in the Christian Church at Manipay after doing so. He



Evangelistic Workers in McLeod Hospital and in the villages
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wants to join the Manipay Church, but at present his parents
2re against it. However in spite of these hindrances his soul is
truly saved. /

The Dispensary at Karadive has been carried on as wusual by
Mr. Nicholas with some success, This is a needy station and the
work ought to be enlarged if possible and a midwife appointed
to help the women on this side of our field.

CENTENARY OF MEDICAL MISSIONS.

A notable cvent of the vear was in connection
with the October Meeting, the Centenary celebra-
tion of the Founding of Medical Missions in Panda-
teruppu.

Dr. John Scudder, appointed by the American Board
to Ceylon in 1819, was the first qualified doctor to
be appointed to mission work by any Board. This
centenary was widely observed in many lands. It
was peculiarly appropriate that we should celebrate
it in Pandateruppu, where Dr. Scudder began his
work and his first dispensary building is still stand-
ing. The special guest of the occasion was Dr. L.
R. Scudder of the Arcot Mission, grandson of Dr.
John Scudder, His address was extremely interesting,
giving recollections of the grand-father and a review
of what 40 descendants of the Scudder family have
done and are doing on misssion fields, mostly in the
Arcot Mission Field of South India.

A number of Excellent addresses were given that
day. From one by Dr. Curr we give here some ex-
tracts:

' “THE NEEDS oF oUr PFIeLp”

We are celebrating to-day the centenary of Medical Missions. A
century age Dr. John Scudder realized the seed for Medical Mis-
sions in other lands besides his own, and responding to the call
of God came to Ceylon and established a Medical Mission and
then on to India dnd.did the same there.

This wear is also the céntenary of Florence Nightingale. &
hundred years ego Florence Nightingale the founder of modern

i
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nursing was born and by her example and fife-long devotion she
has honoured and raised the nursing profession to the high po-
sition it now holds throughout the world. Because of the wneed
Florence DNightingale gave herself to this work.

Half 2 century ago Dr, Clara Swain heard of the need for wo-
men medical Missionaries to work among the women in  India,
feft her home and went to India and began the first medicat
Missignary work for women by women in India.

A quarter of a century ago the Misses Leitch came over io
Seotland and told of the seeds of Cevlon while 1 was a student
i Edinburzh. They pleaded the need of a Medical Mission for
wommen in Jaffna and a training school for nurses and the great
need forlady doctors to help the women of Ceylon. They collected
the necessary money and the McLeod Hospital was built at Inouvil
and was opened in Sept 1888, We began with 40 beds, 2 girls—
the nucleus of a Nurses” Training Class, a matron and one doctor.
The work has graduaily increased and to-day there are 80 beds
with sometimes over 100 patients, 24 nurses, a matron, a nurs-
ing superintendent and two docters. We thank God for what has
been accomplished and we lift up our hearts with thanks-giving
for the many lives saved, for the number of nurses who have
been and are in iraining and for lhe extension of buildings and
for all the kind help our friends have given us but I would like
to impress on you tonmight that what has been done is so very
little compared with the great needs of the whole of Jaffna and
many parts of Ceylon.

The first and greatest necd is more workers, The present work
' ers are overworked and we nesd move helpers not only te extend
the. medical work but to ecarry on the present work, More med-
ical BMissionaries are needed, more men and women especially
women with the spirit of the Master who do not mind sacrifice
and hard work, We need men and women doctors not only io
catry on the present work in our field but to extend it. We
need soms to look after the sanitation of the country and pre-
vention of disease, to teach the people how to keep well, and
not to carry infection from one place to another, others to treat
the disesse: of the country as well as do research work towards
the interests of the whole world, There is special need for wo-
men docturs and nurses and trained midwive= who can go 0
other parts of the field and save the lives of mothers and babies.

There is great demand for nurses to go to the villages—"Send
ws a nurse” we hear so often but why won’t you let your daugh-
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ters enter the nursing profession ? This vear is the centenary of
of the birth of Florence MNightingale whose name is so much
honoured all over the world. Won't some of you, dear girls, offer
yourselves as nurses for the good of your fellow women in Cev-
lon this year? You ought to be proud of the opportunity, Dur-
ing the war how many came forward to nurse the soldiers andg
sailors simply because there v.as need, and to-day the need for
nurses in Ceylon is very great; especially in the Northern Pro-
vinge., Your sisters are dying dailv for wani of proper care and
nursing. Will not some of yvou come to the rescue 7 We arein-
deed proud of the few Tamil ladies in the medical and nursing
proiession who are giving their lives for the bettering of their
couniry but they are but “a drop in a bucket of water” when
we realize how many such workers are needed, -

The second gregt needis the developmeni of our present |hos-
pitals especially of the Green Hospital for men and extension of
the present buildings. I might say thal a reconstriction of the
men's hospital is required either at Manipay where Dr. Green
and Dis. Scott carried- on such fine werk or as a Union Hospi-
tal at Inuvil which has been under consideration by our Mission,
If there were funds to build, the Jatter method would reguire
less running expenses comparatively and there wauld be a higher
grade of work done as we could combine in certain departments,
Any way whether kept at Manipay or a Union Hospital a mis-
sion hospital is required where men can be treated and also where
medical Evangelists can be trained to go to the villages andbesl ihe
sick' as well as preach the Gospel and educate the peaple to bet-
ter methods of sanitation and so prevent many of the diseases
which have been so prevalent in Jaffna and elsewhere. For the
General Hogpital at Manipay or for the Union Hospital new wartds
are reguived ; a new and #p fo dafe operating room and aquin-
ment ; Bacteriological Department ; Eve department ; Nurses’ Home
bye-and-bye X'ray apparatus; electric light; better water supnly
etc. I may be allowed to mention a few of our special needs also
at the Women’s Hospifal. We still need smore wards not for more
patients but te accommodate comfortably these who come now.
We need very badly an extension of our Nurses' Home as the
present “Maud and Alice Home” is much too small for the num-
ber of nurses we have now and we need more nurses and there-
fore a much larger building. We also need a new operaiivg
#oom as our old one-is far from coming up to the present day
requirements. Other needs ar. Hosfels for male friends of patients
who come long distances and also a #eadmg room and library at-
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tached to the hospital. Also a Convalescent Home where patients
might go who do not require to stay in wards and yet are not quite
well enough to go to their home.

In addition to the main hospitals, one for men and one for women,
smaller hospitals or dispensaries are needed in places where there are
none, e g take the Tenmaradchi field which is more unhealthy
than some other parts; we have o medical mission work there.
After the opening of the McLeod Hospital we began a dispen-
sary at Chavakachcheri, but this had to be given up because of
scarcity of workers; now this is a most needy field. Rev. J. K
Sinnatamby tells me that the people of Manthuvil cobserving the
Jarge number of deaths in their village from year to year espe-
cially children, have asked him to start a mission dispensery in
their village offering to give him the required land and a good
portion of the building expense. He feels strongly that they need
2 small hospital with a qualified doctor and a trained midwife,
Surely this is adeserving place and people. I would commend this
need to the generosity of the friends of our Jaffna Medical Mis-
sion, There are other parts of our field in need of smail hos-
pitals or dispensaries with a qualified medical man or woman and
{rained nurses or midwives, e. g. OVer in the Vadamarachi district.
Then the present dispensary at Karadive needs to be developed,
Good work is being done there but a trained midwife or nurse
is very necessary- These out station dispensaries might be sup-
ervised from the main hospitals and a motor ambulance or twe
would be a good thing to bring serious cases to the large hos-
pitals, There are many other needs but I have said enough.
There is something for everyone to do and everybody can helpon
the Medical Mission work either in a smaller or larger way. We
also need’ your prayers for God’s blessing that the work of Medi-
cal Missions may increase and abound with a hundred fold blessings
to the people of this land and from this laad to other lands.




Evangelistic Work
Tue CounciL
The Jaffna Council of the South India United
Church is the organization combining all cur church-
es In one working body.

No, of organized churches 21
* * church members 2468
“  ** baptised children 269
Members received on profession, 1920 a5
Crdained pastors in service 11

Pastors retired

Unordained preachers in charge of churches
Laymen in charge of churches

Catechists and colportenrs

Catechists retired G

The Council was organized in 1904. At first called
the Congregational Council of Ceylon, its formation
preceded by several years that of the Indian church
councils and the S.India United Church. As a working
bedy it is composed of fifty members, of whom five
are missionaries and the rest Tamil ministers and
elected laymen delegates from the churches,

The organization in its inception and establishment
was largely the work of Rev. G. G. Brown. It was
2 source of great joy and satisfaction to him that it
proved so successful in working and so suited to
the people as an expression of their growing self-
reliance and ability to conduct their own church
affairs. He strongly felt that responsibility should be
nanded over to them rapidly by the Mission, and
the advance steps taken this year were in accord-
ance with his ideas,

The Jaffna Council is called the most democratic
orgamization in Ceylon : it is g most efficient instry-
ment of a strong Christian community.

Mr. Miller who worked On many committees writes
of the out-standing features of the Council’s work during
1920,

(A0 - B SR T
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1. The acceptance of the responsibility for the
vernacular schools.

a. The Council appoints the Board of Education and -
places in its hands money appropriated by the mis
sion for school purposes.

b. The Treasurer of the Council handles thess
school funds.

c. Beginning with March a new system of pay-
ment of teachers by envelopes relieved the pastors
of much of the burden formerly borne by them as
paymasters, handling the cash, and maintaining 2a
relation of master and servant between many of the
members of their congregations which was not help-
ful on the spiritual side.

9. The passing of a resolution recommending to
the churches that a pastorate be considered closed
at the end of five years. This will give opportuni-
ty for churches either to definitely renew their call
to a pastor whose work with them does not appear
to be finished or to call to their service some other
pastor whose services they desire.

3. The assumption, through the Executive Com-
mittee of authority to deal with cases in which
trouble had arisen between the pastors and their
congregations.

fa two churches internal difficulties arose which threatened seri-
ously to impair their spiritual life. The Council Executive Com-
mittec appointed committees to inguire into the trouble and
to settle the difficulties. The churches themselves as organizations
were unable to take action and the only solution was a decision
by an euthoritative body, the Council. This is the first time that
in such internal troubles the Council has been called on to take
authoritative action. That it was able to do so with some de-
gree of success in these cases is an indication, to my mind, of
the inevitable progress which the churches must make in this
land from a stand-apart Cong.egationalism to a united Preshy-
terian form of governmentand conirol.
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As the year closes the Council is Faced with 2 most serioys
situation which will test the ahove proposition. Owing to dificul-
ties in two churches and the close of pastorates in three oihers
and the deaths of Rey. Veerahatty {(whose place has been tem-
porarily filled by Mr. C. H. Cooke at Vaddukkoddai) and Rew.
Velupillai (whose sudden decesase in November lait the Tellippaiai
church without a pastor) changes involvigg ten of our pastorates
seem inevitable. In some cases these changes must necessarily
be made under Council recommendation and authority, inoking to
the interests of the whole field rather than to the possible pra-
ferences merely of individual pastors and churches, As the sity
ation is a complicated one the Council’s decision is essential hut
most difficult to carry into effect.

THE CHURCHES
Uduvil :

Uduvil Church was organised 100 years ago. in honour of the
Centenary large gifts have been given for a new set of pulpit
furniture and the communion table. As the work on this is nesk
complete, a full report cannst be given at this time.

Rev. 5. Eljiatamby has completed 30 years of pastorai work
here, and was expecting to go into general evangelistic  wark

—throughout the field, but his health being inadequate for the
hardships of touring, he is remaining in his pastorate in Uduvil,

The death of his son Mr. Joha C. Eliatamby, Y. M. C, A, Sep-
retary in Nagpur, India, was a great grief to the church and a
great loss to the Christian forces at work in India. He had gpent
two years in war work with the Y, M, C. A and was ful] of
enerzy, devotion and zeal for the work of the Kingdom,

Navaly :

The year 1920 will be memorable in Navaly Church as #he
time when they lost their Grand Old Man, Mr. William Mather.
He was the prime mover and chief donor for the building  of
their beautiful church edifice, one of the best in Jaffna, His
generosity and benovolence were not more conspicuous than his
bumility and sincere devotion to the cause of Christ. He had a
passion for soul winning and he loved to labour for the King-
dom of God. He was the leading business man of all Jaffna
but he sought to make money that he might be able to give
much for the good of the world. _ile was a man of much prayer
and great faith, His death occurred June 11th 1920, -
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Pandateruppu :

Tor Pandateruppu Church the great event of the year was the
Centenary Celebration of Medical Missions, when this church felt
ity bmportance as the place where Dr. John Scudder one hun-
dred years ago began his medical work, the first ordained medical
missionary in the world.

A serious loss to the church was the death of the Bible wo-
mman Mrs. Joseph, who for about forty vears has faithfully labored
here, No one has yet been found to take her place.
Udupiddi :

This Church is enjoying meetings of a new kind, with moving
pictures of the Life of Christ shown with a Pathescope. Not only
in the church are the meetings held but out in the village school-
touses round about, and in the compounds of the people who ask
to have a meeting at their houses. They call in their neighbors,
crowds assemble and hundreds hear the Gospel preached who
aever otherwise would hear it.

Atchuvely :

The Church was deeply moved by the illness and death of Dan-
izl R. Sanders, a son of a former much loved pastor. He was
4 young teacher in Jaffna College and gave promise of great
nzefulness in our Mission work.

Vaddukoddai :

The pastoral work at Vaddukoddai is very successiully carried
on by Mr. Chelliah H. Cooke. At the Sunday evening English
service the Jaffna College teachers take turns preaching. It is
worth a great deal to the boys to have the benefit of the mature
thought and strong Christian testimony of these earnest men.

The work of Mr. M. H. Harrison as organist and director of a
choir of College boys is a very valuable contribution to the dig-
wity and beauty of the church services, and is much appreciat-
ed by all
Changanal :

The Sunday services are still held in the school house while
weiting for the new church to be completed. The beautiful Gothic
structure is waiting for the roof. Alrendy about Rs. 5000 has been
spent on the building. W

in this churchis an excellent Sunday School and a remarkable
w_ W. C, A, These young women, working daily, are making out



New Church at Changa

for money to complete the roof



Miss Howland with cornerstone of old Church at Changanai to be relaid in the new Church



53

a2 Tamil concordance of the Bible ; a most valuable pigce of worl:,
upon which they have been engaged about four vears and it
i estimated it will require five years more fo complete,
Manipay :

A topic of greatest interest *n Manipay the past vear hag
been the temperance campaign whioh was enevgetically led by
Mr. C. W. Miller and Mr J. V. Chellappah and pushed with
enthusiasm by Christians and Hindus fogether to a successful ton.
clusion, abolishing the taverns,

On the death roll of this church are the names of three mothers,
a prominent teacher Mr. Wm. John, and Mr. Jsel Fitch who hiad
beet in the employ of the Mission as teacher and catechist for
nearly sixty vears, a faithful servant of the Lord

The new parsonage at Manipay was completed more than a
year ago and is a beautiful and commuadious dwelling, quite a
model home and cost only Rs. 2834
Tellippalai :

The oufstanding event in the religious work of Tellippalai dur-
ing 1920 was the Joss by death of Pastor Veluppillai. He was
one of the stalwarts in the Pastoral ranks, and it will be difficuls
to find any one to fill his place, Tt was said of him that no one
_had ever ssen him Iose his temper, His clear-headed, vigorous
reasoning often guieied warim discussions in the Couneil meetings
and led to amicable decisions of the questions at issue. Hes was
the Council statisticizn and Was an authority on all cuestions per-
taining to Mission or Chureh history in Jaffna, Tellippalai church
Erew in numbers and in vital Christian  experience during hia
ministry of about 11 years, He was especially interested in the
Boarding School, and it was largely due 9 his influence that a
good number of the boys each year became Christians. As usual
the majority of {hess uniting with the church at Tellippalai die-
ing the past vear were from the Boys Boarding School. Com.
munion Sundays wers most inspiring occasions with several young
people joining the church, with the old students back from the
Training School at Kopay, and the local members of the church
attending in force, so as to 6l practically every seat in the church,
One could not help feeling that the cause is “marching on*

Services were held regularly at Kankesantura; by Pastor Velup-
pillal until his death, and hy Mr. Sangarappillai, retired catechist

fter that, This is a field whicik. the Hindus seem to desire to
keep under their influence, It is very desivable that a miore wign.
orous work should be carried on thera.
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Velanai :

The most important event that occurred in 1920 on the Islands
#as the completion and dedication of the church building on the
{sland of Delff. A large visiting deputation from the sister church-
e% went over on this occasion and stayed a few days for tour-
ing evangelistic work, This church building was an enteprise in
which Mr. Wm. Mather took great interest and fo which he was
a large contributor. He had the pleasure of seeing it completed
vefore his death. The Christians at Delft are members of Velanai
Church.

Rev. J. K. Sinnatambv’s Report :

Chavakachcheri:

There are four churches under my care. The one at Chavakach-
cheri is the strongest and directly under me. This church takes
oreat interest in evangelistic work and tries o reach the Hindus
wha however have now taken an antagonistic attitude to Chris-
tianitvy with their new Hindu schools and Sunday religious class-
es, The church is supporting two girls in the Boarding School
at Udupiddi,

WNunavil :

The Church at Nunavil is the next in strength and is a grow- -
ing church, This is directly under an experienced preacher who
in spite of his age is very active in faking care of his flock.
Many of the members are converts and need tender care. They
=till cling to some of their old superstitious beliels and caste feel-
ing is very strong. Here too the Hindus are very active and
often try to oppress the converts,

Varany:

The Church at Varany is rather weak. The majority of the
tembers mostly poor and illiterate, live at Kudattanai about 5
wiles away and hold a separate service on Sundays with the help
of 4 catechist. The preacher who is in charge of the church is a
very enthusiastic worker and by his example and precepts heis
holding a high ideal hefore the members, The members§ have been
persuaded by this preacher to take more interest in church mat-
ters and aimost all the teacliers have contributed a month's sal-
ary for replacing the cadjan roof of the _church with tiles.

Usan : -
The smallest church is at Usan about 7 miles from Chavakach-
cheri. The church ie under a catechist who has tried for
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over two years to rouse the church to life and activity but with
little success. The church is rather stagnant and very little
#rowth has been seen. The greatest need here is a parsonage.! The
place itself is very unhealthy and the present old house makes

it still worse. Owing to this, the catechist’s family have to be
awey from the place nearly half the year.

BisLE WOMEN

Report of Miss S. R. Howland :

The Uduvil and Udupiddi Bible women have work-
«d this year not only in the villages where they live
but have gone to villages where there is no Christ-
ian worker living or where there is only the family
of a Christian teacher and where the needis great.
Several days were spent by a band of Bible women
in each of three villages of the Chavakachcheri field.
The Udupiddi Bible women speak of joining with the
Christian workers in a village of their district where
forty-two meetings were held during the week of
special evangelistic work. Many of the church members
joined in this. Miss Hoffmann and the Boarding School
girls also helped. There are alarge number of low
taste people in this village who are asking for a
school for their children and regular Christian in-
struction for themselves, We hope this may be ac-
complished.

When staying some days at Uricardu near Udup-
piddi, I found a young woman who has studied two
or three years in the Udupiddi Boarding School. She
is one of the “shut-ins.” Both she and her mother
were longing to live a Christian life but were dis-
couraged because of the opposition of her father.
The Bible women have visited this family and other
girls in that village who are three miles or more
from church and fiom other Christians, We sent the
girl a New Testament and the Bible women are en-
couraging her to read it regularly. She also asked
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for 2 hymn book, and we gladly gave it hoping it
will do her wuch good.

The Bible women nearly all report visits to these
“shut-ins”. Mrs. Jane Kartegesu says that she per-
suaded two girls, who studi=d at Udupiddi but who
had married heathen husbands, to attend the church
services. One of them is afraid of her husband and
sometimes yields to his wishes, which means taking
part in Hindu ceremonies. One of our Bible women
visits seven of these shut in girls every week and
helps them in their Bible reading. Fifty five copies
of the Children’s Friend, containing the ¥, W. C.
A, Bible Readings with comments, are distributed
monthly. -

In Varany Mrs. Muttuvalu speaks of the week of
evangelistic work in which she and her co-worker
joined with the Christians in house-to-house visitation,
in companies of two and three, and in moonlight

ectings in five villages. In two of these villages near-
ly all the men are drinking men. They were so im-
pressed by the addresses given on the Evils of In-
temperance that a petition signed by nearly every per-
son in the village was sent to the Government Agent
asking for the abolition of the two toddy taverns in
that area.

The Bible Reader in the hospital has been quite suc-
cesstul in selling Bible portions and becks publish-
ed by the Christian Literature Society, Miss Wy-
man and Mrs. Pauipiillai work not only in the hos-
pital but go together to other villages, Miss Wyman
spent some days in Karadive and her work there
was much appreciated by the pastor and his wife.
The little book *Christ and His Disciples,” a life of
Christ, most interestingly wriiten, is used to read to
patients who have to remain sometime in the hos.



a¥

pital and is also used by the Bible women in some
of the homes. The sick and “shutins” especially ap-
preciate the visits of the Bible women and we be-
lieve that there are many who are trusting Christ
whose names are not on the church rolls.

A number of the Bible women teach in the Sun-
day schools. Mrs. Gnanam Asesrvatham of Manthu-
vil last year did not think that the children would
come on Sunday in that Hindu village where she
and her husband teach and where she also does
Bible work. But some of the little Bible picture cards
tempted the children to come to get the pictures
and hear the Bible stories and now she feels that
this is the most encouraging part of her work and
says that children come regularly to Sunday school
and learn songs and verses, and some childven listen
to the stories very carefully and go and repsat them
to their parents.

In visiting village Sunday schools with Mrs. Brown
we often wish we might know the results or good
done by these village schools. I was interested in
talking with the teacher in a village where there are
only a few Christians to learn that a goodly num-
ber who had been pupils in this school were now
Christians living in other places. One of the Bible
women gives a list of those who studied in village
schools, from Hindu homes, who are now Christians,
It is while in the village school that they get ade..
sire to go to our Boarding schools. Then the whole
moral atmosphere is different in a village where there
has been a Mission school for a time.

Two Bible women have spent this year in Miss
Swift’s school for fraining. Mrs. Alice Chelliah wha
was there last year returning to Jaffna in April, has
been at Inuvil and has worked in that village with
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the teacher's wife. The latter gives the names of
five inferested ones.

Five of the English schools of Jaffna were examin-
ed by our committee at the close of the year in
Bible lessons. Most of the children did well in both
the oral and the written examination.

The month of February, 1920, spent with Mr. and
Mrs. Brown in the village of Navaly, visitir in the
Christian homes, will long be remembered as Lue last
work which Mr. Brown did, and with so much zeal
and enjoyment. It was probably the exposure to the
midday heat that made him more susceptible to the
fever which commenced while he was there. We were
much interested in the people of West Navaly where
there were a number who seemed just ready to take
a stand as Christians.

I have been over several chapters of Mr. Eddy's
hook on “Soul Winning” with the Chavakachcheri
Bible women, as well asother lessons with those at
Ynuvil and Uduvil.

During the last three months of the year, with
Mrs. Paulpillai’s help I had a weekly class of thirty
poor women. It was a working class, the first hour
sewing patchwork and making baskets and brooms.
They listened to many Bible stories and learned Bi-
ble verses and lyrics. Several of them say that they
trust in Jesus Christ only and do not worship idols.
During this time there was much suffering on ac
count of scarcity of rice. Through the gift of a
friend I was able to give them each a quart of rice
one week to help out. When the class closed each
woman received a few yards of cloth, according to
attendance. This was purchesed with money sent
by the poor women of a Helping Hand Association
in New York City.
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WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY

For a number of years the Society has supported
@ school on the Island of Nainative.

Early in the year Mrs. Brown accompanied by three
Christian workers took the trip to the Island and
examined the pupils in the Bible lessons and gave
prizes which were sent by those interested in the
school.

Again in August Mrs. Raju, the Secretary and four
others spent several days in house to house visita-
tion and giving the Gospel message.

Pastor Paul also went at the request of the So-
ciety early in August and examined the school in all
lessons and gave a good report of the school.

Again in October Miss Wyman and Mrs. Chelliah
accompanied by Pastor Bryant, the pastor of the Is-
lands, went to Nainative. Pastor Bryant writes “We
went to Nainative on Saturday and returned vesterday
evening (Monday). We had a good time during our stay
there. Iconducted a service in the morning and again
sacrament service. Teacher Eliatamby's child was bap-
tized, Kandappu and family also were present there.
Both of them came to me with tears after the ser-
vice and wanted to be baptized. Sunday early morn-
ing I spent with him about an hour and he was
convinced of the truth. After the service we had a
prayer meeting with them; he, his wife, and three
<hildren were baptized and they are happy now.”

The two older daughters were educated in the
Uduvil School and one is teaching in the C. M. S.
Boarding school and the younger one isin the Udu-
vil Training School class. They are both church mem-
bers, - :

This is the first family to take a stand for Christ
in the Island.
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The Society also pays a part of the salary of the
catechist teacher of Nagercoil in the eastern part of
Jaffna and the salary of his wife who works as &
Biblewoman.

Pastor and Mrs. Velupillai and several Christians
went to Nagercoil in August and spent several days
in house to house visits and meetings in Nagercoil
and the near village of Ampan. They had a most
interesting time of which Pastor Veluppillai gave a
report in the annual meeting of the Society, August 20th.

Missionary meetings for opening mite boxes were
held in the different churches previous to the annual
meeting but much of the money was collected by
the delegates by going to the Christian homes.

THE NATIVE EVANGELICAL SOCIETY

Seventy-three years ago when our churches num-
bered only seven, they organized a Home Mission-
ary Society to work on the islands west of Jaffna,
labouring to bring these islanders to Christ. The
- evangelistic work on Velanai, Pungudutive and Delft
has always been in charge of this society which is
managed entirely by the Tamil men. There is but
one organized church called the Velanai Church al-
though the largest congregation is at Pungudutive.

The statistics for 1920 are, church members 68 ;
baptized children 48 ; sincere enguirers 30 ; schools, 3 ;
pupils 708; Sunday schools 5; pupils 399.

The Society for many years has been supporting
boys and girls from the islands in Tellippalai and
Uduvil Boarding schools and this has been a great
means of evangelizing the people. Twelve boys and
four girle are now being educated.

The President of the Society for 18 y2ars has been Mr.
Wm. Mather. It was almost wholly through his gifts
and efforts that the churches at WVelanai and Delft
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Book Depot and Sales-room for ‘Tellippalai Press and Induostrial Scheeol

New Office for Mission Treasurer, Tellippalai
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were built. He and his family have always been most
enthusiastic and loyal supporters of the N. E. &
Mr. Edward Mather has been the Treasurer for fourteen
years and by constant attention and effort has brought
up the yearly collection from Rs. 1179 in 1907 to
Rs, 3500 in 1921.

Rev. R. P. Bryant has been the pastor of the islands
for 8 years. In the roll of faithful servants of God called
to their reward his name is the last. While the an-
nual meeting of the N.E.S. was held in Uduvil in
May he was lying on his death bed near by. The
end came June 2, 1921. So within a year the Society
lost its honoured president and benefactor and its much
loved pastor. It was a great satisfaction to them
hoth to see the new church building at Delft com-
pleted and dedicated last year.
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Rev. G, . BRownN's ViLLAGE WORK

The Christian Community:

The purpose and aim of our Mission is threefold :—
extensively, the spread of the Gospel message,
intensively, the establishment of efficiently organiz-
ed Christian communities and the development of
Christ-likeness in individual souls.

Among these three the last is first. The Hindus
among whom we live can only be brought under the
saving power of Jesus Christ by the life and exam-
ple and personal persuasion of the Christian men and
women whom they know.

The Rev. G. G. Brown came back from furlough
in 1917 and commenced evangelistic work., He {felt
very strongly that the point of beginning must be
in the Christian homes; hence he went about to vil-
lage after village where our churches are located,
and visited every home, making each member of
every family an object of his study and prayer and
pastoral admonitions ; to bring each one closer to
God and set them on fire with zeal for winning other
souls to Christ was his aim: to comfort and en-
courage the down-hearted ; to establish again the neg-
lected family altar, with daily Bible reading and
prayer ; to heal the breach, where members of the
family or church were divided by old quarrels:
such were his tasks. His great theme was the Christ-
ian home as the basis of the growing Christian com-
munity, and Christian love as the mark of discipleship.

In this preliminary work, which he felt he must
do before reaching out to the indifferent Hindus, he came
upon the fact of the great number of absentee mem-
bers of churches. In every home nearly he would
take the address of husband, brother, son, or sons-



63

inlaw, who were engaged in employment in some
other parts of Ceylon or Singapore and the Malay
States. So he accumulated a card catalogue of hun-
dreds of addresses, some men b2ing members of the
churches, but many being only of our Constituency
or “friendly citizens.” _The church statistics show
that in several places cver 40% of the members of
the church are non-resident. It is plain that the fi-
nancial strength of the church work at the home base
depends very largely on how regularly and how much
the absent members send money home for the sup-
port of the work. It is easy to see that the young
men going out will easily forget their duty to the
home church, unless reminders are sent to them fre-
quently.

The friendly correspondence with these absent men
and the collection of the aanual offering for the evan-
gelistic work of the Council from these men wasa
task in which Mr. Brown took great interest and
joy. This correspondence must go on, but our work wiil
be strong only when a plan is evolved by which a
steady inflow comes from these absentees without con-
tinued solicitation.

The missionary, in his care of the Christian community longs
to see a reproduction of the best he has seen in the home land,
but again and again he comes up face to face with the fact that
East is East and West is West, and the absolute impossibility of
reproducing a Western Christian community here. The situation is
unavoidably and eternally different.

First, there is the mixture of the Hindus with Christians with-
in the home walls. Except in comparatively few families, the grand-
mother is a Sivite and respect for her, which her age and re-
lationship demand, compels the younger members to look on at
her Hindu rites and ceremonies without breaking out in angry pro-
test. There are au~ts and uncles closely bound by family atfec-
tion, having claims up-=‘he children’s respect and love and per-
haps obedience, who are still clinging to the Hindu faith and
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who resent the inlluence of the Christian pastor and teacher. Then
evenr if within the home all 158 harmoniously Christian, just out-
side the walls are Hindu neighbours all about and the atmos-
phere is heavy with ageold superstition and public opinion, all
adverse to the spil'itual_ welfare of the young Christian.

Again there is the ever-present question of the marriage that
must be provided for, and the ceaturies-old custom of the race
in choose from the cowsing in th: family connection. Although
child marriage is rarely practised, even among the Hindus of Cey-
fon, yet mwothers are always on the look-out and planning for
suitable connections for their child, regarding family rather than
religion ; and as most families, although part Christian, are also
part Hindu, connections are often arranged which bring an “un-
equal yoke with unbelievers.” This is one of the greatest bur-
dens and hindrances to developing a pure Christian community,

The question of caste has a far different aspect among the Jaffna
Tamil churches from that met with in India, because the early
converts were from the high-caste and Christianity spread among
them. Nine tenths of our members to-day are high-castes. When
they enter the church their caste customs are modified but not fully
dropped. It has been a slow process to take in the low-castes, In four
of our largest churches there are a large number of low-
castes, and of late years their children have been in the
Boarding Scheols, Little by little, as the older generation is pass-
ing away, they will be received in full equality and differences
of origin will be forgotten.

The economic conditions are such in North Cevlon that com-
paratively few of the young men, going out from the schools,
" can find employment within the Peninsula of Jaffna. They must
go to Colombo or “the Straits’ to get a start in life. Although
most of them come back to Jafina to marry and perhaps take
their brides away with them, within a few years the wife is very
likely to go back to Jaffna with her little ones to live with
her parents, while the husband remains at his work, so the
normal family life with father and mother and little children all
together, is not so common as in the home land.

These circumstances, which are inevifable, must be brought ua-
der the good rule—“Evangelize the inevitable.”

Women’s Work
A great effort has been meae in the past three
years to rouse up the women of our Churches to
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greater activity in every form of the Lord's work.
In August 1918 and again in 1919 special conferen-
ces for women were held for four days in Mani-
pay. Each day some different phase of Christian
duty was brought forward, as the duty of women
in their homes; in the c¢hurch; in Sunday School ;
in the community; in the world. The best speakers
available were brought in and excellent programmes
with a splendid attendance were the result. At the
close of the conference, after a communion service,
pledges were placed before the women for their
signature, in which they promised to undertake, with
God’s help, to do certain definite kinds of Christian
work for the coming year, as attending Sunday School,
teaching a Sunday School class, teaching children to
pray and to memorise Bible verses, working for the
conversion of their servants, going out in gospel bands
to their Hindu neighbours and various forms of so-
cial service. The effect upon the churches was very
marked. Pastors were delighted with the large at-
tendance at prayer meetings, and the voluntary workers
in Sunday Schools and in village gospel meetings,

Last year the conference took a somewhat dif-
ferent form, substituting the “Vacation Bible School
for Sunday School workers.” The coming year the
usual conference will be resumed and every effort
made to lay upon the hearts of our Christian wo-
men their responsibility for the religious education
of the young and the conversion of their neigh-
bours.

Pastors’ Meetings

At the beginning of the year plans were made
for monthly mee*ngs to which all the pastors and
catechists should com. for inspiration and consulta-
tion and business with Mr. Brown as the leader.

5
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Later in the year, Mr. Harrison was appointed to
be the leader, but many things interfered with the
appointments, and we are still looking to the future
for the full carrying out of what ought to be done.

The Pastors’ circulating. library received a good
addition of books as ¢ gift from Fleming H.
Revell & Co. during the year. Some of the pastors
are continually using this library. We have books
both in English and Tamil.

The Junior circulating library for those young
people who can read English books has only begun
its usefulness. Gifts of suitable second-hand books
are solicited for both these libraries by the Libra-
rian, Mrs. Brown.

Circulation of books in the villages is always a
feature of Miss Howland’s work as she visits among
her women and girls. There is great need for more
interesting books, especially in Tamil

SOCIAL SERVICE AND TEMPERANCE WORK

Mr. Miller reports:

Temperance work has progressed in all of our
~ districts. The agitation created at the beginning

of 1920 by the unjust charge of fifty cents each for
the duplicate road-tax receipts, required of each voter
in order to vote, resulted in the reduction of this
charge first to 15 and now to 10 cents. With the
return of Mr. Constantine, the Government Agent,
the whole question has been approached sympathet-
ically. Owing to the widespread preparation for
polling on local option, the Excise Superintendent
offered to close over one third of the existing taverns.
In many places this offer was accerted. In Manipay
three out of four taverns t .cethus abolished by
negotiation. In some places where the proposals of
the Excise Superintendent could not secure the ap-
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proval of all sections of the community, polling was
held, usually with successful results. In Valikamam
North for instance, all taverns are now abolished,
excepting one arrack tavern at Kangesanturai.

The Colonial Secretary has shown his sympathy
in a practical way and has promised to secure modi-
fications of existing laws in order that a true test
of local sentiment may be had by polling. The pros-
pects are good for a successful year to come in
temperance work. The Jaffna Christian Union in
its organization has appointed a strong committee to
specialize in temperance work.

Miss Howland writes:

Miss Strout, General Secretary of W. C. T. U,
visited Jaffna in the latter part of February and
spent several days in our field. She spoke to the
children in seven of the schools in the Manipay dis-
trict. In a Hindu school older people gathered also
and the wish was expressed that she might come
again and speak to them.

A meeting was held at Manipay at which 35
Christian women from different churches in Jaffna were
present anda W. C.T. U. Branch Society was formed.

Miss Strout also met the Christian women of
Uduvil. Since then a monthly meeting has been
arranged by the Secretary then appointed. In this
the ladies and older pupils of Uduvil School have
taken part. During the week of Evangelistic Work
a large quantity of the W. C. T. U. literature was
distributed.

Rev. J. K. Sinnatamby writes:

During this time of opposition, Social Service seems to be the
only possible and mos. efficient method of evangelization. During
the last two years, the Wors. in these churches led a cam-
paign for the abolition of toddy taverns and succeeded in get-
ting seven taverns closed by Local Option. Much more remaing
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to be done and the Hindus look to us for help and guidance.
This form of social service has given the workers a position of
influence and respect in the eyes of the people. In one village,
the Hindus assembled in a large gathering, invited the Pastor
and honoured him by garlanding him after expressing their deep
feeling of gratitude for leading *hem in driving out the drink-
devil from their wvillage, Other vwillages wanted to follow this
example and were with some diuiculty persuaded by the Pastor -
to give up such demonstrations. Another form of social service
that needs to be done in these villages is Medical aid, This
district is the most unhealthy part of the American Mission field
in Jaffna. According to the census taken this ysar, the popula-
tion of the district has decreased by over 4000 during the last
decade; the death rate is appalling; malaria of a virulent type
plays havoc during the first six months of every year; sanitary
conditions are far from satisfactory and drainage is insufficiently
provided for. The little medical aid given through the Govern-
ment Dispensaries is not well patronized through lack of con-
fidence in Government servants and the people appeal to us fol
Mission aid promising their assistance. If the work can be start-
ed with an experienced medical man and a trained mid-wife, it
will afford us ample opportunity to reach all classes of people.

The Mission Press and Literatute

Mr, Ward as Manager of the Mission Press reports ;
The Press continues to fulfill its mission by print-
ing Christian books for the vernacular schools, pub-
lishing the weekly Christian newspaper “The Moyn-
ing Siar,’ and by doing the necessary routine work
for the Mission and the churches. We received
favourable notice in the Colombo papers for the good
job of printing of Judge Pieris’ books on the His
tory of Ceylon during the time of Dutch and Portu-
guese rule. A History of the American Ceylon Mis-
sion in Tamil, prepared by the late Rev. Veluppillai,
is now in the press. A new A~parture in the pre-
paration and publishing of Christian literature has
been undertaken by the Mission Literature Commit-
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tee in conjunction with other similar local commit-
tees. The first pamphlet is now in the hands of the
printers and others will follow as rapidly as they
can be turned out. This advance has been talked
of for years, but only nov has taken practical form
as the Board’s grant mad= the publication possible.
The whole number of pages printed in 1920 was 4,050,025,
Mr. Miller writes:—

The Representative Council of Missions for Ceylon
was established during the year as the permanent
organization of the Edinburgh Continuation Commit-
tee. As a representative of the Mission, 1 attended
two meetings of the Council in Colombo. These
meetings clearly demonstrated the need fora closer
co-operation in actual service among the various
Missionary bodies. In particular it was brought out
in discussion that Protestant Missions could unite
in the matter of literature production, Bible and
religious lessons and temperance work.

The sub-committee on Tamil literature appointed
by this Colombo body, and the committee on liter-
ature appointed by the Jaffna Christian Union have
united with our Mission committee on the produc-
tion of Tamil literature and have evolved some results.

The first attention of the committee has been given
to the production of stories for children and for
general reading. We first took up a suggestion that
some of the stories in the recently published Clay-
ton’s Graded Bible lessons could with his permission
be revised to make attractive little stories to be is-
sued as tracts for distribution among children. We
secured the general permission of the C. L. S. Com-
mittee of Madras and Mr. Clayton to do this, with
the provision that =" such stories should be sub-
mitted to Mr. Clayton for approval in their final
form. One such story, “The Foolish Rich Man” has
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received the approval of all the members of the
committee and Mr. Clayton, and is now in the press.
Another story, “Who is greatest?” is now in preparation.

As chairman of the Mission Committee, Miss How-
land offered some prizes for the best stories or
translations. The offer was _nade through the columns
of the Morning Star and secured an encouraging
response. One of these, a story of 800 words is
now in the press, and others are to be printed
later. The stories were placed in three divisions:
those of 400 words in length; those of 800 words;
and those of over 800 words. Altogether there will
be a total of eight or nine stories passed by the
committee from this source, and thanks are due to
the Tamil members of the committee who have given
so much time to examining these contributions. We
feel strongly that some large efforts must be made
to secure more production of modern Jaffna Tamil
literature and to this end some means to stimulate
writing must be employed.

One of our pastors is now translating Van Dyke’s
“The Story of the Other Wise Man,” a story which he
. very successfully related to the Sunday School child-
ren and church members at Christmas time.

Mention should be also made of the efforts of Miss
Howland to place on sale in Jaffna all of the avail-
able Christian literature suitable for present day
use. A depot has been established at Tellippalai and
another one at Inuvil Hospital where these books are
on sale and the columns of “the Morning Star’ are
used in advertising the stock.

Just a beginning has been made, butI feel that the
outlook is encouraging. We just ~_2d to keep at it until
we do secure what we are after, suitable Christian
literature for the Jaffna Tamils,
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TO QUR OFFICERS--PASSED ON

3y Margaret B. Sapgster — From Litersry Digest, Got, 2, 1030

They are not dead—mot really ; they are 1P ing—
Leading their columms, as they led heiore,
Leading their comrades up to Heavea's door.
They are not dead, not they ! '

Why, dhey are giving
Strength, as they gave it on the battle Hoe
Courage to do the hardest tasks, and fine
Manhood to meet the test.

They are not dead—not really ; thev are striving
just as they did on earth, across the way |

And we must show them that we are reviving
Visions of all they suffered—yesterday.

We who are left must keep their spirit glowing
We who are left must keep their memory clear,
We who are left must feel that they are knowing—
We who are left must feel that they can hear !
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