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MAHES AMMAH
Mahes ammah! Dearest Mahes Ammah!

So you too have stepped across in to the un known!

I wanted to hear your voice and feel so sad that I couldn’t
get you on the phone in time and managed to get Prema only after
you had gone.

[ will Record my thoughts sothat your memory will remain
fragrant in our family annals for eternity.

The first etchings in my memory of you Mahes Ammah is
you clutching the telegram with the terrible news of Appah’s brother
Balasingam drowning in colombo hear our gate, as all of us howled
and wailed out aloud I was really scared of telegrams after that
Only ammah and you studied at chundikuli and then you got house
bound, like all unmarried girls,

Iremember your wedding day You made a Pretty bride, slim
fair in your jungle Koorai and sittappah smart in his ‘Marukarai’
paddu verty and thalaipa arriving in a slow - moving car with -
everyone walking along.

You always took care of your health and though you worried
that sittppah didn’t take enough care of himself Both of you were
great companions.

I visted you in Kokuvil at prema’s house in 2004 and was
suprised to see you so intenily reading the news paper You looked
thin but fit and spoke wilk such anguish at losing sittappah so switty
and suddenly. '

Iloved sittapph a lot to and shared you feelings of griet and
loss at his sudden and sad demise.

You lived for your family Mahes ammah and we are lucky
that you lavished affection on me and Chandra too when we lived
wilk you all and Ammammabh till the carly forties.

Thank you Mahes Ammah! I shall always remember you Il
ith great gratitude. : (&
Lalitha Brodie
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