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The most populor and sweet singer of saiva mystic raftures was
Tayumanawar who wrote about A. D 1650 (Encyclopaedia of Religion
and Ethics Vol. V. page 23)
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It has been suggested as being of interest to the Readers of this
Magazine, two subjects in particular, viz: ‘"Whether a Westerner can
find fulfilment of his search by coming to the East'’ and ‘*Whether
Relegion is necessary.”

To answer the first, |am doubtful that | am the right person to
ask for two reasons- (I) That | came here to live and learn and not
to search (Except indirectly, esa result of living ina certain Fashlon)

and because (2) |arn NOT a disappointed person!

Just before leaving England for the Ffirst time in 1934, the late
Mr J. F. Mekachnie. kiown to Buddhists as the Rev Silacara, and who.
for a number of years had been a Buddhist Bhikhu in Burma — he had
never visited Ceylon and might be the monk mentioned in cne of Field ng
Nall’s books - and who, in the 30's was stone deaf by taking too mueh
quinine to ward off malaria and was living very miserably in England  for
it was difficuit For us to get him to accept that Financial assistarce he so
needed. Fortunately a good friend had bean able to persuade him t2 nc-
cept a rent - free ‘Cottage’ retreat in the Country. where he said to me:
*So you intend joinnig the sangha? | don’t know, | often wonder for my-
self, my thirty (?) years in the Sangha - thircy wasted?”’

Now that is one kind of person who could answer better than | as
could those other types who heve come East since 1900. donning Robes
(Buddhist) and later discarding., some even returning West and marrying
or those who try to live in two or more worlds at once - one day in a
semi — lay - rehglous - Eastern type of costume and calling themselves
by an Eastern name and Writing under it whilst on other, intermediate
days being plain. secular ‘Mr’ so - and -so and in Western Costume A
kind of dual life as costume schizophrenia.

@. 17
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None of these types seem happy and so can wiite a great deal and
often well, for conflict alone can produce, whether murder. revolutien
or some masterpiece of creative art, and this being so. it were good if
one would write in answer, for |, like my Readers, would be genuinely
interested to know what it was they sought but had not found 4

What tnat was/is, | myself am not competent to say but perhaps a
reason for their search may be suggested, which brings us to the second
subject proposed to me: “|s Religion necessary?”’

Of course, that which the Questioner had in mind was what | should
term ‘a religious Religion! For there are many kinds of religion due
to many varying circumstances and to the many things - NOT one Only-
which mankind worships - It can be power; in the case of the majority
of Englishman. sportandof that dying - out minority, who, as Jung wrote
‘in our tradition. because of the repressive attitude of the conscious
mind. cutting ourselves away from nature as the East has not. we have
the habit of rushing in to correct and criticize’ (he could have added
the word ‘proselytiize’) (Jungs Colleted Works vol. vii, p. 204 &c.)i in
case of Americans, Money is their God' - not. as one writer wrote.
‘not for itself, but for what it can give/purchase.’ for Americans as
individuals, are not misers, misers being probably one of the Lowest forms
of humanity Misers and misery go together: the Americans do not
seem to be a miserable people but many do seem to be unhappy if
the rush For psychitrical help is any indication.

They sre finding that, whereas, dollars may buy the warld, Friend-
ship of others and happiness with contentment, is not to be gained
that way. As Rationalism, Ethics alone has and Mao-isus will fail. so is
their and these; even more than Englands. that which | term a ‘sacular-
religion,” none of which can supply the heart’s, ‘soul,” most inward need
no matter how great the outer and actually only short term promise.
Man cannot live by bread (material) alone., the waters of life and
spirit equally are necessary. The ‘Inferior’ needs balancing by the
Sup erior’.

In this way of thinking | would say that those who came East and
donned Buddhist Robes and later returned disappointed, also came into
an inferior form of (aote well ‘form of * NOT “a') religion which eould
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not satisfy, a religion | term ‘Modern - rationalistic Abhidhamma’ called
“Buddhism and which 1s not so ‘Buddha’ as *Abhi’ - Dhamma. To me there
is inmy thinking or understanding, a vast gulf between that which 1 believe
to be Dhamma as taught by tha Buddha, foundationally as found in
the Sutta Pitaka, and that which now too often given as his teaching.
So let us tiim a few lamps!

It should be an accepted truism, but is not so, for present day
‘Egoic -~ Man' (see Dr. Graham - Howe's “*Cure or Heal’’ for this new
term! and Abhi - dhammists as it also has not been for Christian Church-
men these last nearly fifteen - hundred years, that *‘Religious Religion®’
is neither conformity to a Ciead NOR a matter of a *‘Ph. D’ in Chur-
chian Theology. Indian Philosophy or even a Diploma in *‘Abhi - dhamma’”.
but a matter of ‘living’ even if and often necessarily, living in ways
diametrically opposed to the Social mileau aad tradition in  which. West
of Suez or Eastof Lat. 112° where one lives or isborn. where madern ulta-
Materealism has grown into an un-paralled sadism (on films) and a deba-
sed sexualism of which too many Paper-backs in the best of Book Shops
are a sign but not a cause. Healthy people do not produce ‘sick’ books.
The canker is already within and now surfacing. ' Fortunately it is also true
that where an ulcer breaks and the fus Flows free and out that healing can
begin. But whilst help ful to the West, perhaps, yet it is doubly unfortxu-
nate. that, to keep themselves financially afloat. even our bast bookshops
stock and sell this hospital - drainaie from the West, for which neither
the banners of * Literature” or “Good-English” can be Flown and mislead-
ing our ‘Educated’ youth to lap it up as though it were the nectar of
the Gods when it is a corrosive which would turn the neck of the Lord
Siva even a deeper blue were He to drink of it

These writings can no more feed the mind and bring to maturity
than can their religion. by me termed ‘seculer’ or ‘inferior’ assist them
in' their present needs, but entirely, ss we see. now Fail to supply
the hearts’, souls. most inward need.

Those who came East and donned Buddhist Robes and later ret-
urned disappointed. also came into i ‘inferior Form’ of Religion which
could not satisfy and which | term 'modern - ratjonalistic - Abhi dhamma®
Buddhism. For, to me, there is a vast qulf between that ‘Superior
form’ which | believe to be the Dhamma as taught by the Buddha
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and that negativism now too often given as his Teaching, for everyday
on the Radio (from one statiog) we commence with the idea of ‘murder’

‘stealing’ etc. in that our sub-conscious cannot assimilate, the word
‘Rot.’

Negatives are for pondering upon, not for living and when a maian’s
‘soul” is thirsty (Il use ‘soul’ in a quite non-theological sense-see mea-
nings in the Oxford Dictionary er as used by that Buddhist interpretor,
the late Fielding Hall in his book: “*The soul of a People”) when
literally ‘one Seeks GOD,’ putting the word in Capital Letters to
denote something for higher and deepec than any pictured or perso-
nalised ‘God” or *Deity.’ forms which are but aninitial step to unders
tanding. Something as depersonalized as the Buddhist “Sunnyata” the
Tao, of the “‘Tes - Fe - king,”’ the ‘Godhead” of Meister Eckhart or
the *Neti = Neti’ of Hinduism« Yet, as | conceived and perceived for
myself during five years of meditation in a forest, ‘something’ utterly
real, living and a force or ‘friend” that could help one to keep peace
of mind even when happiness seemed far away during years of Frust-
(ations, illnesses and duties to the point of exhaustive and set-backs,
even poverty for atime (it is not pleasant, at least not in Northern
Climes in a land of affluence, to have insufficient money either For

decent clothing or a much needed full - meal - and this has been known
to me!) = :

Yet, to come to ones sixties to the happy mind | still possess,
is totally due to testing that which | term *Religious Religion’ in the
form of Buddha — Dhamma with a background which the {ate Mr. Me Ke-
chine in his time and others now refuse to accept or even to consider.

As | wrote in that small book *“T. H. 1. P.’" (*Thus Have | Proved”’) =

Buddhe Dhammn neither grew out of nothing as certain Christian sects
teach concerning the world and as Christian and Rationialistically Edu-
cated admirers of tha early twentieth century seem to-imagine was the
case with Buddha Dhamma. An idea even now too often espoused by
many expounders propagating “Modern Buddhism.'’ This becoming the cause
of so many being desappointed as also of a recently qrowing lack
of Faith amongst many ‘school - by educated’ Buddhists whose general
knowledge is scan and even less their knowledge of ths Buddhas time,
beliefs and background generally, they, whose knowledge of a later,
scholasticiéed - analytical Abbi - Dhamma is great but holds no worship

-
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fn the past the West has worshipped a 'series of Creeds which
is bad for all, whilst the later worship of a Book has proved disast-
rous to truth and happiness, and is, whether. “The Book' be the much
misunderstood ‘‘O. T.” or a *‘Mein Kampft’’ — this | take to be the
warning and mearning and intention of the ‘‘Katama - Sutta in partir=
cular |, myself, hearing this before anything else in early books avai-
lable in England on Dhamma forty - five years ago. Later came deeper
understanding due to the “Sigalovada - Sutta,’”” but with one thing still
missing and missed by all those disappointed ones, they who had no
need to come East to learn - one can learn equally well in the West-
a Teaching not found mentioned in the Pasli Canon for the simple rea-
son that it is and was part and parcel of Hindu Social life and tradition
the life into which the Buddha as  Prince  Siddhatha was
born and did not leave{!) —axd where as integral to understan-
ding and even now neither forgotten nor observed only in the breach,
that one thing which would be of such trema1dsus psychological (health)
value to the West if acceptad, a thing of which Life lnsurance Companies
unfortunately know nothing and is not in their Prospectus namely. the
Four Askramas.

The West prepares for Pensions in old age -a& very necassary and
useful thing - but that is only half one’s need in late Middle Age - and,

' to mention Yung once more. ‘1 find the dificultics and troubles of those

patients over middle-age, basically, are neither material (financial) nor
physical, but, spititual.”” To think too much of old age and death is unwise,
but equally unwise isit to entirely neglect to prepare for an inevitable future.
In short.the Westernerisnot educated to, meet late middle-age-let alone old
age Even Holy Mother Church has little help for the sophisticated'Modern. ‘the
C of E. and Non - Conformists, none atall-But in **Hinduism’’ (Sanatana-
Dhamma) there is — and- fortunataly, in my case, | came to know whilst
still young in years and at a time when it seemed that even Buddhism,
like *Christianity’ was failing me (letting me down).

-So, perhaps here is a suggestion to help towards an answer to the
First question. As to the second, that also is answered — Man is a wor-
shipping animal; a Religion to him is essential. Happy is he who chooses
one o? the Spirit.

As to Temple Worship = another point recently put to me = very
briefly | would suggest that Temples are essential and definitely have

@. 18
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their p'ace. Te go into the matter needs another article and space for
that is not ours beyond remarking that it is a purely personal matter how
many use their services or how often they attend for simple daily
Pujas or special Festivals. THAT | feel is indeed a question each
must answer for oneself and the answer should depend and will, for
correct answering, depend upon one’s age and how seriously ‘or other-
wise one takes the Teaching and advice of life’s four periods - peri-
ods psychologically true as physically apparent. not ‘Forgetting guidance
as given by tha Buddha even if one is a Hindu but havingto live in
a modern age and often in the West where Hindu Rituals and obser-
vances are often for the most part impractical in the rush and noise
of that called ‘Progress’ with a capital ‘P.” Little time or even space
For anything but pocket space at least for & copy of ‘‘The Gita®’
and the Wisdom contained therein.

May the tord have pleasure in these words.

Some murmur, when their sky is clear
And wholly bright to view,

If one small speck of dark appear
In their great heaven of blue:

And some with thankful love are filled,
If but one streak of light,

One ray of God’s good mercy, gild
The darkness of their night.

— TRENCH —
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RAJU STORES
(RAJU BUILDING)
D RECT IMPORTERS - WHOLE SALERS - RETAILERS

ALL KINDS OF SODA FACTORY AND BAKERY REQUIRE-
MENTS, RICE HULLERS, GRINDERS AND ACCESSORIES,
WATER PUMPS, ELECTRIC MOTORS. ALL KINDS OF SCENT.
LABLES. NEW EMPTY BOTTLES, LEATHER AND PLASTIC
CLOTH, YONO SPRING BEDS. TOILETS, FANCY GOODS,
GIFT SETS, TOYS, PLASTIC GOODS., GLASS AND ENAMEL
WARES, MILK FOODS, SUIT CASES, SUNDRIES, ETC ETC.

Nothern Province Agents for:

Lanka
Glass Factory Products

67, 69, Kasturiar Road, JAFENA
Telephone: 372 P.© BOX= 64 Telegram: RAJU
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A. K. S. Jewellers

JAFENA.
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JEWELS & DIAMONDS.
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{ Grams: RAJGO
TELE . { Phone: 7168

7069 Residence.

RAJGOPALS

36/1, Grand Bazaar, JAFFNA.

(CEYLON)

Pioneer Textile Merchant.
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