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CURIA—HISTORICA

I am very happy to note that the College Cauria
Historios is Published in a Magauzine. The purpose of
the study of History is o enable a person to understand
events and incidents that take place among human com-
munities, Understanding such is the main purpose of
History. The method eof understanding, is to examine
how sueh an incident or sitoation arose. In other words,
History sttempts to understand any phenomena relating
to s human society by trying to find out ita develop-
ment. Development, is thas, the cantral idea ef all
History.

There is also another important thing which
membera of the Curia should cultivate, and that is what
I might eall the historical attiude of mind, It is that
attitude of mind which always inquiries *how has thig
come to be.” Buch an attitude of mind enables to
examine any problem objectively and to underatand it.
Tt might be of interest for you to noke that whether it
be a Dootor examining a patient or a prosecation in &
Court of Law before a Jury, what is attempted is to
find out cn a factual basis, the history of this ocase, stc.
The reason for all this is that the historical attitude of
mind is really a scientifio method of understanding.

1 wish the Curia all suecass and earnestly hope
that the study of History will make them better citizens
and a!so better humanbeings,

o, |l
(jb“ [r . C[E &i[\’al
Director of Education,
Tdneation Department,
Malay BStrast,
Colombo 2,
7th Oectober, 1963,



MESSAGE FROM
‘E}C. (S. (qzmt.[']-n,le-!'l-a-l{]tﬂj M. Se. (Lond.)

I am mneither a historian nor a politician, and
vet I have been asked to send a message to the Curia-
Historica whioh is to be soon inauguratad by Urumpirai
Hindu College. No doubt I havs been interested im and
acquainted with Education for ovsr four desades, and this,
1 believe qualifies me #0 respond to this invitation.

Curia - Histerica is indeed a mnovel veature for
an educational institution for yoaung students in their
late teens, Whatever orthodox educators may say against
the introduction of especially Politics in any form st
the pre - University stage, the level of mental davelop-
ment and matority of the late teen.sge period amply
justifies it. There are certainly educationa! advantages to
be gained by creating an enligetenad and healthy interest
in History and Politics in the Senior forms of our Seénioe
Becondary schools, provided that the students ara unerringly
guided to form ani fix in their minds tha ideal of ‘diss
interested mind’ and ‘seientific attitude.” This, esrtainly,
is not at all an easy task. The teachers too, whatever
their personal leanings and pre-dispositions, must make -
every effort to approach thess subjests with a ‘disinter-
eeted mind’. This disinterested mind is only an ideal to
be set before us and pursued with determination. The
total absence  of the influence of past experisuce and
congequent bias in any individual is no doubt a myth.
Yet, it is the duty of the, educator to strive $0 rize as
far as possible above the influence of prejudics, pracon-
ceived ideas and sestarianism. Then only would it be
possible to help the edncands to davelop a ssieatifie
atblzude, without which f&cta, avents and oconcepls couald
not bs viewed with an opem mind, and mberpratatwns
and dad{cblonu from them made obj:etively.

Let us, for instanca, take the place - namss in
the Jaffna Peninsula, such as Udupiddy, Mallagam, Uduvil,
Kothiawathai, Manipay and Kudathanai. These and many
other place - names in Jaffna seem to suggest to us thas



v

they were origioally Sinhalese names whish had under-
gene a rpatural mutation in the course of centariss of
usages by the Tamil-speaking people of Jaffna. 1t may
be possible in soms icstances to give them mesnings as
if they were e Tamil names. For example, Udupiddy -
may te split into Udu=star and piddy (eclloquial )
(jMaI]gxgam into Mal=Wrestling and Aham=Chest. What
rens¢ do th:y make? TFirst of all, it has to be remem-
bered that plage-names have & weaningful meaning.
Most plase -names south of Elephant Pass ars obvicusly
Tamil names with meaningful msanings — Elephant Pass
itself ( Anaiyirava), Mullaitiva, Kumulumanai, Nedunkerni,
Katipeddaimuripu, Poovarasankulam snd Thannamaravady.
It should a'so bs noted that place - names in the langu-
age of ths psople of a territcry do net wusually undsrgo
any mmutation even in the course of oenburies of usags
by the same paople unless thers have bssn strong forsign
infloenozs for quite a Igng time, 8ide by side with the
striking ressmblances of Udapiddy to Uds - pitiya, Malla.
gam to Mallagama, Uduvil to Udawils, Kethiawathai to
Koddiawatte, and Manipay to Minips, we have to look
for co'roborative evidence elsewhere, such as the Buddhist
roing  unearthed im the vicinity of Kantherodai, whish
again does not appear $0 be a Tamil name given to it

. by ths Tamil people. Thess e¢onsiderations point to the
oonclusion that the Jaffna Penimsula, and not the terri-
tory south of i$ as far as Vavuniya, was under Sinhalese
osoupaticn for a few centuries a$ least many osnturies ago.

It is & buman weakness to look for amd accep-
only eueh evidences as wou'd support a theory or hypot
thesis onece formed in one‘s mind. Sach a bias may be
discovered herein too. It would not surprise me if any
of my readers who oritically read this message hold a
different view. My purpose here is only to illastrate what
I bave mentioned at the beginning, that ig, the oultiva-
tion of an attitude of mind without which(a ‘disinterested
approichyto History and politiee, or, for for & master of that,
any subject of a controversial character is not possible.
Even if wy view is praved to untenable, it would yet
illustrate what I bave said.

Hsail Curia - Historica !
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OF
FURNITURE

ISTINCTIVE IN APPEARANCE
BUPLRDABLE OB QUALITY
P URABLE FOR SERVICE

We carry stocks of high quality

24 wardrobes, dressing tables, coclktail
-.._.-‘1' @ (-] o
- cabinets and other gquality articles,

MADE AT MORATUWA BY
SKILLED CRAFTS MEN

See them displayed at our
SHOW ROCOMS

PENINSULAR FURNISHERS
AND DECORATORS

MAKERS AND SUPPLIERS OF HIGH
BUALITY FURNITURE

NOS. W 1id 8 IVHE
MAOMSAL BUILBIRE.

Stanley Road, JAFFNA. |
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FALLACIES OF BRITISH
PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY

ULOGIES have been showered on the
virtue and the democratic nature
of the British Parliamant from Bagehot
to Jenninge. It has been claimed that
nothing is beyond the realm of possibi-
lity to the Britizh Parliament save to
make & men & wWoman Or ¥icg Verss.
It is alleged to be a sovereign body and
reputed to be th¢ mother of Dominion
Parliaments But to all intentz and pur-
poses, as a close scrufiny will convine-
ingly demonstrate, this Parliamentary
democracy is a myth, abounding with
fallaciezs that negate even the elementary
prineiples of democracy,

There i3 democracy indeed in Britain.
But democracy for whom® To the
industrial magnates, land -lords and the
moneyed businessmen, but nct for the
working and pessapt olasses, and the
vast mass of the lower. middle- class.
To put it in the words of Lenin, this
form of democeracy is & ‘‘cover for the
real dictatorship of finance ocapital.”

Power in England has heen mono.
polised by the two dominant parties,
vepresenting the land-owners and the
industrialists, who have agresd between
themsgelves to functiom within the fiame-
work of the existing society. In the
United Statss and Britain, they have,
by peculiar electoral arrangements, main.
tained the bi-party system and have
successfully excluded other parties, thera.
by preventing the composition of a re-
presentalive legislature. Attempts made
to form the Party of the Progressive.
Republicans was relentlessly oppoged and
thwarted by ne less a person than
Theodore Roosevelt. Henry Wallace's
Progressive Purty too was destined to

bo wiped out besause of similar opposi-
tion. In Britain, the Labour Party
originated with the idea of introducing
independent workiny class politics in
opposition to the Conservatives and the
Libsrals. Buat the Libersls who in such
circumstances fesred that the British
working class would emerge as & poten-
tial rival {0 be reckoned with, thought
and acted otherwise, They entered into
a dark deal with Ramaay Mac Donald
by whichk the Liberal Party gave a
number of geats to the Labowr Party,
at the expenss and risk of their own
political inflnenee aud prestige. This is
besy illugtrated by the facs that Ramsay
Mae Donald, who polled only 800 votes
in his first election, came out as the
leadsr of a Party in 1908, with 30 and’
subsequently 40 members in the House
of Commons. Even today the Liberal®
who are uncompromisingly opposed to a
third politieal party, ss an appendage of
one or the other party without giving
oven the vaguest substance of being a
third party. This has resuited in &
peculiar situaticn, The toiling classes and
& substantisl section of the lower . middle
olasses who normally would back the
Communist Party - are willy - nilly eom-
pelled to sapport the Labour Pertw, with
tha revengeful spirit of ousting the mmuch-
hated Tories from power.

What is significant in the British
Parlismentary democracy is the lack of
alternative policy end programme for the
average voter, A close study of the .
policy aud programme of the two major
British political parties will reveal how
subtle and deep British diplomacy is,
There is hardiy any far - reaching differ-
ence - between the two. One stunds



for expamsion of DBritish influence
‘through bare-faced and antiquated Im.
‘perialist method, ths other through neo-
-colonialist method. Cne etands for private
property the other for state take-over
through compensation. One stands for the

retention of the Upper House, bubt the
other’'s threat to abolish it remsins a
courageous paper - programme. Oae will

be thoroughly disillusicned if one looks fon
any change of a radieal nature in any
of their programmes,

The real olass nature of the British
Parliamentary democracy was exposed un-
wittingly by one of our late Prime Ministers
Rt. Hon, D. B. Senanayake, in the daughter
Parliament when he turned his attack
on the Marxist Parties in tke opposition.
To quote him; “ My good friends of
the Opposition! So long as you confine
your revolutionary doctrines within the
precinets of this House, well and good.
But, however, if you show the wvagunest
gign of translating those doctrines into
practice outside this House. 1 know how
to deal with you.” While appreiating the
brutal frankness of the grand old man,
4t mugt be noted that he was echoeing
loudly the senfiments of the British raling
-glasses in Parliament.

A word about the political consciousness
of the aversge British voter. It has
been often claimed by the stooges of
British imperialism that the average British
~voter votes for the party and not for
the individual. But facts balie this elaim.
Wken a votir enters the polling booth
he is given a ballot- papsr in whioh the
-choice is not hetween the two parties as
guch, but between two or more individuala
.and iromiecally enough, a few instances
have oceurad; as in Ceylon, where the
possesgion of tha same surname by the
candidates of two opposing Parties has
resulted in great confusion and voting
for the wrong candidate,
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Ae in Ce: lon, sometimes the majority
of geats won in Parliament is the opposite
of the majority of votes secured in the
hustings. In the 1951 elections when
the Labour government was defeated by
the Tories, the former, as Palme Datt
points oub, increased ite vote and polled
s higher number of votes than the Tories.
There cannot be a more lucid illustration
of the unrepresentativa charaater of the
British electoral system tham in the
demarcation of elcotorates. “In the
industrial electorates where the predominent
msjority of the wo.king class is in
favour of the Labour Party, the single
member consiituency system ensures that
a large proportion of their votes are
wasted in piling up masjorities of oyer
20,000 whereas even a fraction of thosa
votes spread over the country would have
brought an entirely different result.’

In Ceylon the rival aspirants for
the membership of the EIl Dorado of
Parliament waste much time in propaganda
mestings that go on far into the small
hours of the morring. But this practice
has become and anarchronism in England.
The average Brifish voter is not inclined
to go out into the inclement weather
to listen to his candidate. Instead, he
sits comfortably by the fireside to gee
and hear on television the top - leaderg
on both sides and form his own ;udge.
ments. As & ecnoomitant resmlt of this
callousness and indiffersnce there is nog
much of contact hetween the electors
and their rapresentatives,

The importance and significance of
the role of ths opposition has been
magnified in British Parliamentary demo.
cragy. ‘The leader of the opposition
being accorded an important position in
Parliament and in the determination of
ita proceedings his extra - allowance, the
shadow - cabinet and what not, have bsen
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~adduced us arguments for the prevalsnce
of true demoeracy., Apart from the fact
that the members of the shadow - sabinet
-are predetermined by the Party hierarchy,
it mmet also be poted that the wounld
be Prime Minister in the shadow - Oabi-
net is not the choite of the people.

Whatever may be bragged about the
virtue of British DParliamentary demo-
cracy it must be admiited that despits
all traditions, toleration and compromise,
colour bars and colomr feuds have had
their day in England. The Negro is
-#till treated as one outside the pale of
- humanity and civilisation, It must alss
‘be owned that ecorruption of diverse

sorts in varying degrses hag been rampant
in Britain despite all tali-talk sbout
Parliamentary demoeracy. The series of
episodes connected directly or indirectly

with the scandalons Profumo Caage,
still reverberating in all parts of the
globe, expose the wutter rottenness of

Parliamentary democracy. The British
Constitution despite all its virtues, could
not yprevent the slink of whoredom
squeezing its way into the rank of its
cabinet. The British Parliamentary demo-
cracy has been the traditional! hotbed of
all vices and corruption. Christine keelsr
and all that she represents ean be wiped
out, but not by the British system of
Parliamentary demoocracy.

A. MAHESWARAN,
H.8.0, 1L Arts.

‘“if ever there should exist a country where all wealth
“will be owned in eommon and where what is known as propsriy
will be abolished for ever, that country will at any rate bs a

bappy ome,”

Plato.

“For a literatare, whather of imaginstion or echolarship,
that is divoreed from the society in whioh it is axpresssd has losg
that power to guide a life towards the heights which is after all

-its supreme function.”

Laski.



Budget and Economic
Development in Ceylon

R. MATHANAKARAN,

University of Ceylon, Peradeniya.
( 4n Old Bey.)

BUDGET iz a statement of planned

expenditure and expected incoma.
Hence, as Mr. A, D, V. De. 8, Indraratna,
suggested® it may be rogarded as a
“ Brort term Fipancial Plan.”

Until 1938 the main funetion of
budget was finansial. To this end the
emphasis has besn plaeed on budget
balanging. The success of the Minister
of HEeonomy as in Western @Germany to
use the local term the Minister of FHinance
or that of the U. K. the Chanceller of
Exchequer, was judged according to his
ability to balance the budget. The post
war period ushered in complexities of
problems, in countries aetively and pass.
ively engaged in the area. Thase com.-
plex problems, created & nmew responsibi-
lity en the budget of these countries,
It had an increased responsibility with
regard %o the stabilisation c¢f iveomes
and prices, the provision of full employ-
ment and the planned economie develep.
ment of the ocountry. Hence budget
deviated from be'ng purely a financial
plan  Hence today the budget is used
for the dual purpose of &n instrumeny
of directing the economy on certain
iines depending on urgent needs of the
mation. Thus, the aim of the budget
in an underdeveloped country like Ceylon
is to oreate conditions to promote
economic grewth  Hence, the govern_

* Article on the “1963 Budget” to
the Finaneial Review “Ceylin
Daily News’, 30th Auguet, 1963.

ment can no longer budget to financial
acoounting but it has to play the
positive role to infinence by its tazatlon
policies, by its direct spending and by
its varicus other incentive effects, maxi
mum  production, employment and .
development,

Though few economists and politicians
now openly denocunce the name of Lord
Keynes, the Ksynesian role of govern-

ment budget, still remains supreme in
moss countries of the world today, In
poor backward countries like oors thig

role has even greater significance, because
the other sogial and cultural elementy
are for various ressons, inhibited ang
£o unable to give the economy  the
desired momentum. The economic de.
pression of the 1930°’s, the theory of
Compensatory Budget, the concept of
the social welfare state in the 1940°’s
skyrocketed the positive role of ghe
Budget in the economic activities of the.

vation. The undertaking, by the goy.
ernments of underdeveloped countries.
like Ceylon, ir the planned economie

development within the national frame-
work Skyrocketed Budgeting to ag g
means 0 Keonomioc Development.

Economic Development in an under.-
deveicped country like Caylon, is not g
vague aspiration but a dire necessity *“to
be painfully achieved through a syste-
matio course of resource allocation,
rationally planned and vigorously exze-
onted.” This is expressed in the Six



- b

Year Plan, the Ten Year Plan and the
Three Year Plana.

Planning for economic development
Involves the desire to inorease the real
income, dacrease unemployment, better
utilization of the pational resources
through a preseribed rate of economic
growth which is impussible withomt there
being the basio development resources
like manpower, volume of capital forma-

@ion margin of savings, adequate
technical skill =and certain optimum
conditions  convenient for  eccnomie

growth like income stability, price stabi.
lity controlled consumption and monetary
confidence.

Budgsting for Fconemic development
needs clear understanding of ways and
means. Thus the problem of develop-
ment sssumes great wurgency. The
Western Countries like U. 8. A, U. K,
France, W. Germany and the Socialist
countries  like Yugeslavia, Rumania,
U. 8. 8. R. PBulgaria had plenty of
land or unlimited resources at their
command to  build their economic
structure, to accumulate capital, to achieve
conditions of unending prosperity. The
western countries have had a spsn of
100 or 150 years while the soocialists
countries had only a period of 40 to
50 years. In the changed international
conditions when varied pressures, are ab
work, it c¢annot be achieved by the
mere repetition of their industrial and
commercial history because Wwe do not
have the ¢time and resourceg at oul
command as they have had in the past,
Hence, we must hasten our pace of
development. We have to compress our
economic bransformation in a very mush
short pericd of time. The phases of
development under which the westarn
countries and the other fortuuate ve-
_volutionized their sceial and economic
life bypassed us through an accident of

history. And so we are now faced Witk

the task of bypsssing some of the
earlier phases through which other
countries passed. This means we have
to device new techniques to hasten

devalopment by skipping over the early
gtages, the early techniques of indust
rialisation. It is to this sapreme end
that Budgeting should be implemented.

There sare soms orucial problems
confronting us, They arsi—
I. How o¢an we achieve rapid

economic development ¥

TI. What is the role of the various
elements of society ?

II1, Who i8 to spearhead our eco-
nomic revolation ?

The solution to these problems is
the key to sucoess. In the so ealled
*advanced ” wastern countries the build.
ing up of the economic strueture end
the super structure was carried through’
almost wholly by private individuals
who may be referred to in the econcmic
jargan as  “ creative enterprenenra.”
These were people who emerged frem
local craftman, guild system and from
the mercantile community who could
raise capital and raw materials, had the
capacity to take risks at any oost and
who had tihe necessary experience and
organisation. In an undardeveloped
country like Ceylon today this oreative
enterpreneurship i8 underdeveloped due
to the economic stagnation this country
has been undergoing since the colonial

past without cresting the enitable
climate for new openings. 8o we cannob
possibly rely on them ¢to deliver the
gooda. Added to this, this ecliss is

under the fear of inseeurity for what
they invest wue to the socialized concept
¢f nationalization which are flowing
from the mouths of the administrators.
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Henoe, the vacuum which lies has obvi-
ouwly to be filled by the state. It
should oreate a dynamic force that will
hasten the evolution of an economic
revolution. As economic progress gather
momentum we will bave to accumulate
essential technical knowledge, capital’
risk bearing class and business leaders.
But to let loose this dynamic force we
reatly need to have a bib of initial
development, - investment, growth and
expansion. This initial transformation
will have to be undertaken by the etate
in this country. Henece, in this context,
the government will ba underteking ths
role of leadership. The problems of
capital formation, introduction of new
techniques, expansion of basie services
reslignments of productive forces, ali
thege led us to the inevibtable conclusion
that state and the state alone has to
spesthesd economic and social transfor-
mation within this social framework.
This means the state has to initiate
coonomic development, promote Bsctiona]
developmeent and finally ereate conditions
for the emergence of new elemenis
within this social framework. This callz
for & vast increase in the functions of
of government, This is alreacy done by
the government through the state
Corporations, Thus it is said that the
role of the Budget should be an instru”
ment of plenned economic development.

The expenditure estimates of the Budget

< The Geiman micd is neat and ordsrly lika a garden.

Asian mind is a wild growth

is nearly 339, of the gross national
expenditure of Ceylon Thus the im-
pact of the goyernment expenditure on
the economis activities is significans,
Leadership * creative ente:preneurship,’’ .
the task of guiding the economy is
entrusted to the government by the
National Development Plans which one °
publicized through the Budget in Caylon,
Hence in a country ;ike Ceylon, the
budget is the short term implementation
program through which it eam play its
msjor part in transplanting the planned
objectives into reality. Hence, resource
and oapital allocation ean be done by
visionery plenning through the budget
estimates. The financial aspect of the
budget being the fiscal 'policy of the
government, t0o, needs cautions planning.
A harsh and unprogressive taxation poliey
t0 maximize tax revenues at whsatever
cost will discourage savings and in turn
investment capacity. Tax concessions like

development rebates, exemptions on
savings and investments reduces the
capital revenue of the governiment

Hence, the nltimate aim of the Budget
gshould ba not to go to hoth these
extremes but to realise economic growth,
Revenue estimates should be co-ordinated
with expenditure estimates to gear
economic growth and mazimize welfars,
This, then should be the essence of
Budgeting in Ceylon.

The

of forest. But the value of ths

British mind is shat it takes a little of the garden, a litile of the
forest and makes a beantiful park out of it.”

Dr. 8. Radha Krishnan.
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PROBLEMS OF

DISPUTED BOUNDARIES
IN ASIA

I. R. ARIARLTNAM,

PROM the days of the birth of nation.
states, thers bave always been disputes
bstween nsighbouring statcs concerning
the actual location of their boundaries.
Even among the highly  developed
states of Western Europe and North
Amerioa there are still dispu‘es regard-
Ing boundaries, which although they do
not make headline news today are still
not regarded as closed subjects. The
provinces of Alsace and Lorraine lying
between the territories of France and
West Germany have changed hands
between these two countries three times
within the last centary. Suscessive Gov-
ernments of Megico have never recog-
nised the forcible amnexation of several
of thess provinces by the U. 8. A. in
the latier part of the last century. The
issues which sparked off both the World
Wars  which started in Europe wers
border disputes. It is of courss wrong
o assume that border disputes are the
causes of World Wars bus they ean
always become one of the centributory
factors which start military conflicts.

With the emergence of a large
number of lndependent states in Asia
after tha Second World War, some of
the dissgreements regarding boundaries
between many states have come to the
surface. It will bo wrong for students
of Asian History to assume that bsrder
problems did not exist in Asia befors
the emsrgencs of irdependent states.
They existed in plenty but the World's
press and mnews agencies owned by
people who were sntirely in favour of
West European Imperialism wWhich con-

trolled most of Asia at that time, did
not. play up these dispates. Those parts
of Pakistan which during the time of
direct British rule was called the North
West Frontier, was always under direst
wilitary rule, British Historiaps and
even writers like Rudyard Hilping used
to refer to the peoples of these pro-
vinces as Wild Bandits. But these
peoples were not bandits. They wera
ordinary human beings who fought for
their freedom with arms, and did net
allow the British impe.ialists to altep
frontiers by military power. Here is an
unresolved border problem which existed
throughout the period of British rui
in this ares and still exists today.

Similar border problems have been .
evisting in ssveral parts of Asia long
befors any of the modern Asian states

gained their independenmce. In f{act it
will be eorrect to say that most of
these problems were oreated by one or

other of the Western Irperialist powers,
who thought of boundariss between
soversign states in Asia not in terms
of Geography or the ethnical origing of
the peoples, but merely in terms of
military expediency. The British Goy-
ernment detached two provinces from
Biam { Thailand) abogt a century ago
and linked it with the Federated Malay
States (now Malaysia ). Siam was not
strong encugh to do anything about it
at that time or even now — but during
the Second World War when these
territories were administered by Japan,
the two provinces reunited for & time
with their mother ecuntry. In the sam®
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way the Freneh imperialists carved out
states in the southern parts of the
mainland of Asia as they pleased and
g0 did the Dutch, British and Americans
in the islands in South Asia.

In addition to problems resulting
from occupation of territories by Im.
perialist powers, there sre also certain
areas in, Asia which were not acgcessible
to the imperialists in ferms of transport
facilities of the last century, These
areas are generally mountainous and
are either not populated or sparsely
populated. The exact boundaries between
various states that border on these
aress have never been properly delimi-
tated. The borders between Burma and
China, India and China, India and
‘Nepal, Nepal and China and China and
Pakistan are some of the boundaries
which until very recent times no onas
thought seriously about delimitating.
3at with the emaergence of free and
ndependent governments in all these
sountries, the necessity for delimitating
the frontiers between the various states
becomes an urgenté problem,

In trying to study problems oreated
by undefined boundaries, students of
Histoiy should pot overlook the fact—
that when disputes arise beiween Asian
states regarding boumndaries or any other
matter, thera are always other interest.
¢d parties — namely the imperialists who
do not miss opportunities to fish in
troubled waters. In fact imperialism
took control of India snd other eount-
ries of Asia in the past by merely
playing one fendal ruler against anocther.
The character of Imperialism has not
shanged and if independent states in
Asia do not take stock of their faet,
their very independence will be jeoper-
dised. Some of the Asisn states of

today are in fact not truly independent
even though they may have member-
ship in the U. N. 0. and diplomatic
representation in other countries. The
independencs cf countries like Thaitand,
Malays and the Philippines is only
formal —the rulers of these countries
are mere stooges who meekly obey the
dictates of their Imperial masters. In
addition there are territories like Somth
Vietnam, Scuth Korea and TFormoss —
which are for sall practieal purposes
colonies ef the T. 8. A. Using these
Puppet  Governments  and catupied
terribories, impsrislism tries $o under.
mine the independence of states that
will not acespt their dictates, Hven in
the states that are truly independent,
Yhere are small but influential forces
which oslioborate secretly with imgerial_
ism, and long fer the day when they
could urilise, all the diffienlties oreated
by the new sitmation to undermine the
authority of these governments, and
reintroduce puppet governments that will
cotlaborate with imperialism.

It is in this complicated situation
that the truly independent states of
Asia are compelled to resolve these veb
unsolved border problems, When thaege
states take some steps te solye some of
these problems, they have to see that
each step strengthems the independence

of the states concerned, and isplates
those forecss which collchorate with
imperialism, To the ecradit of certain

states it must be said, that they have
gettled, their border problems in the
manner indicated. China &and Burma
have sebiled sheir problem in this manner.
80 have India and Nepal. Progressives
in all Agian oountries having border
disputes with neighbouring states should
always strive to sse that settlemonta
are reached in this manner.



THE IMPORTANCE OF STATISTICS
IS A MODERN STATE

C. V. KAMALANATHAN, B, A, Hoxs., ( Loxnb. )
Statistical Officer,

STATIBTIGS are essentially quantita-

tive measurements, enumeratione or
estimates of natural or social phenomensa
The importance of statisties is very often
unrecognized as it hag little direct use
a8 in the case of other fields of study.
But, the manifold activities of public
and private organizations, are based on
the hard crux of statistical information.
In the field of Administration, economis
planning, health, education, agrienlture—
and this list could be extended in
seemingly endless fashion. Without statis.
ties one would be enly moving in the
dark, Since applied statistics hag many
ramifications, it wIlll only be possible
to point out a few of the most common
and outstanding facts within the space
of this small article,

The memory of the recent popala-
tion census is fresh in the minds of
most of uws. Even truants will well
remember the half holiday associated
with the census. The census of popu-
Iation i8 a national undertaking to
compile basic statistical data which will
score a8 the basis for purposes of
planning for the next ten years. Sush
denegraphic factors as the size of the
population, the rate of population
growth, the age and sex composition of
the population, and it’s spatial distsi-
bution are imporsant factors in deter.
mining & country’s need, of food housing,
education, raw materials, machinery and
social services cte. The recent scceler.
ated rate of population growth has

taused gremt concern to governments
and to planning authorities. Btatistics
of brth snd death rates are vital
indicators of the pation’s health; they
are also signal's of the danger of
population rise or fall,

Ancther very Important statistios
index, which is the Catchword of Trade
union is the price.index. It is mnob
necessary here to outline the statisticsl
methodslogy of the computation of the
index. We are mainly interested in its
uses, Cost of living is a matorial
facter in the determination of scales of
berefit, for the salaries of all emplovers
public assistance allowanrces. minimum

basis under arbitration awards, in feet im -

sny problem involving consideration of
individual means. The consumer price
index number also tends to regigter
movements is general - purchasing power.
The consumer price index may be re.
garded therefore as an approximate
measure of the nation’s economic
position.

Linked to the question of the cost
of living is the problem of Wage rates.
Wage ratos express the amount normal-
ly payable for a specified quantum of
work. Statistics of wage rates may be
presented in ome of two ways. '

(a) In the form of actusl figures
for each occupation or grade

concerned,

{b) In the form of index numbers,
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Theee stapistics are very essential
to study the two major wage problems
namely (1) wages as costs to employers
and (2) wages considered as income to
wage earners. In the former case
smphasis is laid upon the productivity
side and labeur iz regarded as a fastor
of production amenable to the prinsiple
of substitution. In the latter ease
emphasis is laid upon wages as a means
of lvelihood, By far the largest number
of industrial cisputes are centered round
the problem of wages. Intensive statis-
tioal studies are necessary to find a
réasonable solution to this problem.

The idea of planning economie
develoyment on s long term national
scale has been accepted by most Asian
Governments, The watoh word of these
developing economies of to-day is
industrialization. It would not be realis-
tic to attewpt the production of all
imported manufacturss. There are =
host of faotors specific to each industry,
Which  have to be considered before
starting an industry locally, In terms
of medern technology there is fcr each
industty & minimum tochpical scale of
Produetion, consistent with efficiency.
Aecurate data on the size of the local
market, the availability of raw waterial
Are pre-requisites to industrial develop-
ment. Advanced statistics are being used
in experiments on quality control and
also in Produetively studies. These are
useful in enhancing the efficiency and
quality of Production,

No statistics are necessary to prove
.that the people of Asia have relatively

low standards of living, or that, with a.
few exceptions, their agriculture is
backward, and their industries under
developed. But to tackle these pro-
blems exact information is necessary,
The inadequacy of acourate egonomie
data is one major difficulty which is.

encountered in this region, If the
questions concerning economios develop-
ment are 1o be tackled satisfactorily
statistics must be given ite due
importance,

A characteristic feature of the

economic history of most modern states,
is the rise of a new attitude of mind
signified by a transition from the
intense individualism of the liberal state
to the group copscicusness of the
Welfare state as a result, not only has
the size of the Public sector of egono.
my expanded out of all recognition, bat
the influence of the State acting as
primary, secondary or third party over-
industrial affairs has much widened
These activities have made it necssgary
for the Government to collact, sompile
analyse and interpret statistical data
pertaining to the economy. Most coyn.
tries possess central statistical offices
charged with the above funetion.

A conference of Asian statistioians
was held in 1957 under the auspiees of
the E. C. A. F. E. The main purpose

of the conferenee was to further
stabistical development  within  each
country. Let ws hope that this effort

will smeceed in achisving its aims.

“If ome eannot live by the sweat of his brows, the whole
structare of tha scciety stands condercnesd.

Lowis Blank,
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ON THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE

ROMAN

EMPIRE

8. P. NaADARAJAH,
Eokuvil Hindu College.

SINCE man first learnt to record his

own history In a durable form, he
hes turned to the records of the puast
light upom the problems of the
present. Polybius said,
maks us pay particular attention to the

for
¢ Past events,

fotars, if we reslly make thorourh
erquiry in each case into the past.”
Fall of empires j& a romantic and
tragic theme, On Oectober '5th, 1764,

it was this romantic urge which impelled
Edward Gibbon, as he sat pondering

amidst the ruins of the capital, listan-
ing to the bare-footed {riars of St
Francis singing their vespers in the

temple cf Jupiter, to dedicate his labours
to the description of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman empire. To Gibbon
the decline of Rome was scmething so
pateral as to require no sexplanation.
““The story of its ruin, is simple and
obvious,............The stupendons fabric

yielded to the pressurs of its own
weight ¥ To us, this anawer weuld no
Jonger appear adequate, though it un-
equivocally rejested a]l cyclical, meta-
physical, spocalyptic, and  mystical
theories. To Gibbon the canss of decay
was to be sought inside the gystem

itzelf; it was not something trenscendental
or apoocalyptie, the fulfillment of a
prophecy, or a link in a sequence, fated
to recur throughout eternity, nor was
it something fortuitous like the barbarian

invasicus or an error of judgement on
the part of ome or otier wof the
emperors; The ecauss is something

inherent in the whole struoture of
ancient society.
The oaunse of the decline of the

Roman empire is not to be scught in
any -oue feature, in the climate, the soil,
ths health of the population, or
indeed in any of those social and
polisical factors which played so import-
ent & part in the actual process of
deeay - but rather in the whole structure
of ancient soecieby.

In the fifth century B. C., Athens
revealed her inability to keep and
broaden the middle class democracy zh
had created. Built on a foundation oi
slave labour and the exploitation of
the peasantry, the city state created &
dazzling  minority  eivilization, This
civilization was supported by a woefully
low level of technigue, which made ib
jmpossible for Greek and Roman society,
even to consider dispensing with slavery
and led to its extension from domestic
labour to the mines and Workshops,
whers it grew stronger as the contra-
dictions of Boeciety became more appar-
ent. The internecine warfare among the
City Btates, pot only brought about the
domination of particular City States
over the others, but alsc a sourcs of
fresh Slaves. Blavery grew, and as if
was utilised rigorously in every branch
of prodamotion, it led inexhorably to the
damping down of scientic development,
and the c'eavage between the class that-
gsed their bands and the Pairicians
became unbridgeable and natural. So
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muech go the brightest sons of ancient

Greece, Plato and Aristotle justified
glavery as part of npature, Plato pro-
duced a blue print in “The Laws”,

to implant beliefs and attitudes econ-
venient to authority thromgh the medium
of myths and emotional ceremonies for
factual knowledge, by striet censorship,
and by the sanctions of o police state.

As the number of slaves grew day
in and day out, exiremes of poverty
became mors and more marked, the
internal maket shrank; and trade, and
population declined due to class warfare,
Materially, the result of increasing
glayery was certainty that new prodae-
tive forces woul. wob be released on
any scale suffieient ior a redical trans.
formation of sccicty. Hence we arrive
at the irresistible conclugion that an
absolutely low technigue and the insti-
sution of slavery are the real causes
3¢ the decline and fall of the Roman

impire,

Trade in the Eoman Empire wasg
loca?! and provincial instead of inter-
national, in the sphere of mass produced
geods, bus luxury articles travelled any
distance to meet the demands of the
wealthy few.

The factor of inadequate transport
accelerated the process of decentralisation
and subdivision into smaller and smaller
ecopomic wunits produced in ita ture
provincial amtarky and decomposition,

Growth and decay are processes
affecting society through and through.
it is unimaginable that thy should leave
any single one of man's activities — his
music and art, literature and philozophy
untouched. In the third century A. D,
with the =pread of christianity. know-
ledge sank rapidly, there was a marked
rise in the power of religion and
superstition, There was & deep yearning

to win release from earthly misery
through the growing power of Christian
faith, Philozophy was  replaced by
theology, and astronomy by astrolegy.
Varicus oceult and irrational ereeda
appeared, #&o solace people in  the

intolerable oconditiesna of the time and
men losy all tomeh with reality, ard
thug the classical ourtain went down on
a picture whiech depicts the complete
disintegration of national thought.

Aftsr Juvenal and Tsoitus, Latin
Literature hae little to show. Tacitus
ip his ,Dialogue on Orator's mourns
the decline in oratory, a typically Roman
art, Roman paintings and senlpture
after tue third Cemtury A. D. express
the prevalent mystical attitude which”
looked wupward, eyes fixed on heaven
and was wholly transformed for the
task of presenting all temperal things
from the standpoint of the i‘ranseendent-
al, In architecture the Greek laws of
proportion lost their meaning, and * man
appears minute in smch immense: high,
vaulted halls and beneath such domes,”

“Hven God dares not appear befors the poor excopt in the

shape of bread.”

hends.

«If you want to kmow a man, give him power.”

A greek proverbs.



THRE FRONTIERS OF
INIDR/A

K. PUVANASUNDRAM, B A., { Hoxs. ),
Dip-in-Ed. ( Cey.)

ENDIA, inoluding modern Pakistan was
in ancient times as Bharata
“Varshba. Though before the conguest of
the whcle of India by the DBritish, the
unity of India in the political field was
not a historical fact, it was always an
ideal. Hindu mythology speaks of the
< thousand Yojanas of land from the
Humavat to the sea.” This vast
gtretch of land which constitutes neariy
1575000 sq. mls. of territery is beunded
by a {irontier of eleven thousand miles.
Of this elaven theoueand miles of frontier,
nearly eix thousand miles are coverad
up by mountaina while India has a
eoastline of eonly five thsusand miles
on three sides.

known

Before the coming of the Euaropeans
the eosstline was of very littla signi.
fieance to the history of India no large
scale invasion of India ever tock place

by sea. The Indians themselves never
utilised the sea for the purposes of
conquest and expansion except for a

short time and on a limited seale under
the imperial cholas. The vwast expanse
of the ocean on either side makeg
maritime conquests almest impossibie.
Friendly commercial relations with vari-
ous lands have howsver existed from
‘most remote times, There iz evidence
that trading relations bv sea existed
‘between the people of the Indus Valley
and Egypt (cirea 2500 B, ¢.). In
Iater times ports like Amaravati on the

West and Muzuris on the Bast earned

great repulation as emporiums of {oreigo
trade.

Before the coming of the Europeans
it ie the land fromtiers that play &
vital role in the history of India. They
provide nabural {fortifications for India
on the northern, North.Western snd
North - Hastern frontiers, They determine
the climate that iakes the Indo
Gay getic plains the provarbial land of
milk and honey. But the fortifications
ere nob perfect or somplete and it has

been possible for less advanced and
nmore hardy races from the North to
storm ti1hs frontiers ©nd occupy India
from time to time. They have also

closed India to political and military
developments on the other side of the

mountain wall. In this' sense aubse-
quent Indian Tmpires haye bheen like
planta growing in the shade. Contem-

porery events seam 0
repetition cf history.

be merely a

The land frontier of India is formed
elmost exciusively by the * great
monntain wall,” a chain of mountains,
gome of the highest in the world,
interspersed with high plateaus and low
valleys. Beginning in the Tast frem
Cape Negris in the Bay of Bengal,
one may trace this chain of mountaine
to the Western end of the Kithar range,
close to the Arabian Sea, Central fo
this great mountain wall is the great
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Himalayas. It runs right along #he
Northern boundary of Indis in a Bouth-
Easterly ourvs separating India from
Tibet and China. The Himalayas really
include  several parallal ravges of
mountains with wvalleys and platesus in
between. Beginning from the Pamir
Enot to the Eastern end of the N. T,
F. A., these ranges cover a distance of
over & thousand five hundred miles and
are between hundred and fifty and two
hundred and filty miles in width. Thers
are 114 peaks over 20000 fi. in eighs,
the bestknown being the Everest (Gaudi-
Bankar), the Kanchanjanga tha
giri and Nanda Doavi,

Daaula-

To the East of the Himalayas the
Hindu Kurh should be regarded as the
natural boundary of India. But much
of the territory to the BSouth of the

Hindu Kuosh has traditionaliy formed
part of Afghanistan, At the end of
the last century there were irequent

wars between the Amirs of Afghanistan
and Ranjit Eingh, the Sikh who ruled
she Northern portions of India. Further

West und BSouth, the Eulaiman and
Kirtha ranges form the frontier of
india. But even here, parts of tradition-

ally Indian territory ars covered up by
the de facto soverignity of Afganistan and
Irap. Buch are the frontisr problems
of Pakistan.

Bunning Southwards (rom ihe Nast-
ern end of the Himalayaa are a series
of ranges which form the mountain wall
separativg India from Burma. These are
the Patkoi Hills, the Naga Hills, the
Lushai and Chin Hills ending up in the
long single range, the Araksn Yomas.

In between these mountain
are several valleys, the homes of triba]
races, These tribes formed a buffer
between India and the ountside world,
and though Indian in most rzespects

ranges

they were generally detatoched from tha:
main currents of Indian history, The
histories of these walleys thus form-
igolated chapters in Indian history. In.
the North East are the great plateans:
of Baluchistan and Afghamistan. In the.
Himalayan region we have the great
plateau of Kashmir, six thcousand miles
above sea-level. It is watered by the
Jhellum, snd sorrounded by snowpeaked

mountaing over 18000 feet high, it
forms the ehiel tourisy attaction of
India, Of all the ancient Hindu King-

doms, Kashmir has the longest unbroken
chain of recorded history — Kalhana’s
olassic the Rajatharangini. Further Hast
is Nepal, 8000 fest§ high oonsisting
mostly of swamp and marsh. Ths habi-
table area lies in and around the
capital of Katmandu. Adjoining thess
are the plateaus of sikking and Bhutan
all independent gtates under Indian
protectorship. To the HRast are the-
plateau of Assam and small plains liks
Manipur.

In normel times the great mountain
wall forms an admirable rampart for
the defence of Imdia. With the zea on
all the thies sides, tuas wall makes.
India unified and compact whols, never
to be easily ovsrrun by adventurers,
Buot the mountain wall is by no means
an unmixed blessing. On the one kand
it effectively camts off India from the
rest of the Asian continent. The vastness
of the Indian continent o the South of
the mountain ranges and the varied
physical and eclimatic conditiors here
have given Indian rulers enough pro-
blems within India iteeif. It has also-
given the ambitious Indian ruler, a
Samudra Gupta or a Harsha enough
scope for military exploits within Indis
itself. Thus the Indians have been com-
pletely cut off from all politieal and
military developments outside India.
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The olassic instance is that of Babur
who by the use of artiilary unknown
to the Indians was able to shatter the
hugs infantries cavairies and elephants
of the Indian rulers. =

Further the mountain walls are rot
go impenetrable as they appear at first
8ight. 'There are several points through
which an inveding ermy cculd always
break into the iub-continent. At the
Western end, between the Kirthar range
and the sea is the narrow gap, the
Mikran DPass yproviding entrance into
Iedia. But the inhcspitable olimate of
tle Makran coast was always a bindr.
ance to invadsrs Ogply Alexander is
knywn to have taken this route to
mmvade India, and with disestrous conse.-
quences to his invading army. To the
West are several passes acrcea the Hindu
Kush by which an inveding army could
enter from the North. The most 1m-
portant are the Bolan Pass leads
direetly to the Great Indian Desert and
could not be used conveniently by an
invading ar vy. The Khyber Pass how-
ever leads through a narrow but easy
gap to the fertile interior. This route
has almeost always been chosen by
invaders to storm North India.

The Himalayas has till
formed an admirable barrier againsgt
inyaders. Traders and pilgrims  have
often uned the passes and wvalleys in
the Himalayas. Thia cxplains the cosmo-
politan padigres and oulture of the
inhsbitants of these valleys. But both
ph eical foatures end climate ocmbizel
to make ib impossible to invade Indis
through this mocuntsin wall. In this
respect contemperory evenis are unigue
in the history of India.

recenbly

Further, the great width of the
mountain rapges and the existance of
valieys and plain# in between have created

acute frontier problems for India. Thus
the fron‘iers of India con the North,
like tl,e fronti:rse of France, have de-
pended on what Indian rulers hava
been able to establish by the sword.
On the North West there were frequent
disputes both with Persia and Afghanis-

tan. but these are today problems for
the rulers of Pakis*an. On the Himala-
yan side too, the frontier is equally

indefinite. Cultural and linquistic factors
are of little help in determining these
feontiers. Treaces of Chinese and Tibetan
culture are found well within the Indian
side of the mountain wall while Kailag,
the sacred mountain of the Hindgs liss
in the heart of Tibst. The problem i3
further complicated by the fact that the
Chinese claim of suzerainity over Tiba’
itself is a questionable one originating
from tributes paid by the Tibetan
rulers to the Chinese emperors in th>

18th ecentury, But thers were long
rerinds when the Tibetans did ot
acknowledge the suzerinity of tha
Chinese overlords. In fact gince 1913

the Tibetars were virtually independsnt
unti] the ocorrmpt and static theocracv
of the DLamas was overthrown by
Communist China.

Since fhe occupation of Tibet by
the Chinese, the frontier problem along
the Hima'ayas baz assumed mnew dirgs=e
gions It has brought fhe two sgst
subcontinents who between them kavs
over a thousand mi'lion people, into g
hoadlong conflict. The area involved in
this frontier dispute may be a fow
thousand squate miles of barren in
hospitable land, the san-tuaries of ageotic
monks and wild tribes. But in the
background are more strategic consider-
at'oss from the Indian point of view.
Taere are ftwo main points of dispute
roughly at the Eastern ard Westorn end
of the Himalayan ranges. At the
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Eastern end of the Himalayan chain the
boundary left by the Britigh in 1947
was fthe Maemohan line statfing from
the Northern extremity of the state of
Bbutan and going in a North Hasterly

diroction. The Chinese Government
claims that the traditional boundary
starts abt the Southern extremity of

Blutan and goes almost parallel fo the
Macmoban line But the Chiness Gov-
einment has shown willingness to com-
promise orn this end of the frontiar
Tho more serious point of dispute is ab
the Eactorn end where the Cainese a-d
Indiaps claim soverignity over the Aksai-
Chin area of Northern Ladak sbove the
Kashmir plain.

“The 1rich, monmeyed man who makas

‘ation or by other

the former takes refuge
escapes the penalty of law.”

“ ldess grow quickly when watarad

marbyrs,

questiorable mears is no less guilty of
han the thief who picked a pocket or broke
behind

The dispute is not withous its lascorn
to the rulers of India. As it has often
bappensd in Indian history whenever tha
rulers of Ipndia have besn indifferent to
bhe frontiers, Indin has fallen victim to’

'nvasions or plundering raids, Etrong
rulers  have always strained thair re-
sources 3 guard the fromtiors, Lahors,

Aneita or Peshawar whish formad the
firat ramparts in the defence of India.
Tie problem has now become much
mora aoute both in extant and in tha
importance of the issuss involved. Only
permanant solution of the dispute and
adequato provision for frontier defence
will  give tecurity  to  the greay
subcoubinent,

his riches by exploi-
10bbery
into a hounse, Only

the facade of respectability and
Gandhi.
by tha blood of

Maznni.
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