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Vanni and the Vanniyas

C. S. Navaratnam
Author of © Tamils & Ceylon

Vanni was the name given to the northern country between
the Jaffna Peninsula and the Nuwarakalawiya District. Before it
acquired the name Vanni, it seems to have been known as * Adanka-
pattu. *” It stretched from Trincomalee on the east to Mannar
on the west and consisted of Tennamaravadi, Mulliavalai,” Karunaval
Pattu, Panankamam, Perunkali Pattu and Musali Pattu which in-
cluded lands as far as Kudiramalai and a portion of Cheddikulam.
The extent of the Vanni may be about 3000 square miles.

The coasts that surround these districts rise gradually from
the shore towards the interior. In the Mullaitiva District high rocks
are found as at Kurunturmalai, Kumpakananmalai and Otiyamalai.
Though the coastal areas are sandy and saline, various types of

very rich soil are found inland. Tunnakkai is a region of black
fertile soil of about sixteen square miles. The lands in the Vavuni-
kulam area, which are situated in the Mannar District and to the
south of the Tunnakai Division, are the most fertile tracts in the
Jaffna and Mannar Districts. There are no mountains in the Vanni
Districts to ensure a perennial supply of water for the cultivation
of crops, but fresh-water surface springs flow out at Mulliavalai,
Tannyuttu and at Kumarapuram.

Rivers of the Vanni

The Parangi Aru which has its source in the Mamaduwa
Tank is the largest of the small seasonal rivers. It flows into the sea
north of Mannar. The other river Aruvi Aru or Malawattu Oya
flows into the sea near the historic port Arippu south of Mannar.
It drains the Anuradhapura District and supplies several tanks with
water and among them the Kaddukarai (Giants’ Tank) and the
Akkattimurippu near Arippu are of importance. The Modera-
gama Aru or the Morkaman Aru forms the southern boundary of

* J, P, Lewis c. c. s, ““Manual of the Vanni™.
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Musali Pattu. It feeds the Periyakattu Kulam by a channel from
the Pilmadu Tekkam. The Kanagarayan Aru rising near Vavuniya
flows through Iranaimadu Tank and empties its waters into Elephant
Pass Lagoon. The Nay Aru and the Per Aru are two seasonal rivers
that fall into the sea near Mullaitivu. The Ma Oya takes its name
from the confluence of two rivers and after a short course empties
itself into the Kokkilai Lagoon. One of these rivers flows through
the Padawiya Tank and at the eleventh mile after leaving the tank
the river is checked by a dam known as Vannadi Palam. It is one
of the foremost structures of its kind in Ceylon. The Ma Oya
forms the boundary between Mullaitivu and Trincomalee districts.

Climate of the Vanni

Owing to the proximity of the equator the Northern Plain of
the Island has an average temperature of about 82°F.

The South-West Monsoon gives this area very little rain,
while the North-East Monsoon brings much rain. The Mannar
District has a rainfall of about 25/ to 50/, whereas the Mullaitivu
and Vavuniya districts have a rainfall of about 50" to 75''. Occa-
sionally these districts are subject to cyclonic storms and once in
1896 a locality recorded 31/ of rainfall for twenty-four hours. On
the other hand they are subject to periodical droughts due to fajlure
of monsoon rains. During this period trees get scorched and wild
animals die by hundreds.

Owing to these geographical factors, the husbandman in the
Vanni districts, from time immemorial had to depend on the village
tanks and on other irrigation works for the cultivation of his Crops.

Irrigation of the Vanni

In ancient times various systems were adopted in Ceylon for
conserving the abundance of rain-water that fall all over the plains
during the seasonal rains. The first was the use of village tanks and
wells. The second system was the impounding of water in reservoirs
by making use of the upper reaches of a valley. The water was
then taken directly into the fields by means of channels. In the third
system a part of the water flowing from rivers was turned into
longer channels which conveyed them into reservoirs or a chain of

2



reservoirs. This model is of great antiquity and was practised in
South India from time immemorial. The oldest tanks in Ceylon are
mainly of this type.

Some of the pre-Christian tanks of the Vanni are the Giants’
Tank, Vavunikulam and Pavatkulam®. Tanks of the early Christian
Era are Periyakulam, Mamadu, Olumadu, Kanagarayan kulam,
Vavuniya and Pandara kulam.**

The Giants’ Tank which no chronicle claims for any king of
Ceylon is an old tank whose construction is lost in antiquity. Tra-
dition ascribes the building of the tank to the Yakkas. Parker has
~ attributed its construction to a pre-Christian era. The tank has a very
" long bund of 15 miles and covers an area of six thousand four
hundred acres. A stone dam 90 feet thick was built across the river
. Aruvi Aru in order to divert the water to the tank by means of -
~ an excavated channel (Allavakka). In 1739 Governor Van Imhoff
tried to restore the tank, but it proved too difficult and he had to
abandon it. In 1897 the Public Works Department repaired the breaches
in the bund and restored the ancient channel. The tank is now the
fourth longest artificial lake in the world.

Another pre-Christian tank is the Vavunikulam. It was in ex-
istence during the time of Dutugemunu. The construction of this
tank is assigned to king Elala by Parker. Its original name was
Pili Vapi because it was formed by raising a long embankment
across the valley of a stream now known as Pali River.

Another pre-Christian tank is Pavatkulam which is of the same
age as Vavunikulam. It has five valve-pits which is an uncommon
feature among the tanks of Ceylon. 1t is one of those tanks that
has no corresponding Sinhalese name. This fact alone indicates that
Tamils from remote antiquity have been the permanent inhabitants
of these districts. King Elala could not have held sway over a
people different from his own for a period of fourty-four years, if
there had not been a permanent Tamil population of sufficient strength
to support him. The late Mr. H. W. Codrington wrote, “There was
a steady stream of immigration from South India through the port
of Mahatittha with the result that the nelghbourmg country became

* Parkers “ Ancient Ceylon ™
#* Parkers ** Ancient Ceylon™



entirely Tamil. It is noteworthy that while many Sinhalese place
names remain more or less disguised in the Jaffna Peninsula and
in the Eastern Province, now Tamil, this is not the case in the
country behind Mannar; there these names are fully Tamil”.

The construction of such magnificent tanks in the second
century B. C. and earlier, confirms the presence of a large population
who understood earth works and the art of rice-cultivation. We
are also told that Panda Wewa on the Waryapola-—Chilaw road was
supposed to have been built in the fifth century B. C. For it must
be remembered that the Sinhalese nation was then being formed,
and their numbers would have been totally inadequate to carry out
such ambitious schemes in diverse parts of the Island at such an
early period. It follows, therefore, that there already existed a large
number of inhabitants for whom these tanks were of use. Under
these circumstances there can scarcely be any doubt that Ceylon was
first colenized from Southern India.

In this connection it is good to note what an eminent scholar
like Rev. Father Heras, an authority on Dravidian civilization and
culture, said in 1937 after examining the inscriptions on the early
cast and struck copper coins of Ceylon known as Puranas or Kahapanas
and by early European archaeologists as punch-marked coins. He says :
“The fact that the system of writing was not yet developed like the
Brahmi scripts of India proves that the coins are prior to the Chris-
tian Era and even granting that the script of Ceylon did not deve-
lop as fast as the script of India the pictographic character of some
of the signs of Mohenjo Daro and the nominal values of all the
signs incline me to believe that these coins belong to the first half
of the first millenium B. C.*”. He further concludes that the race
that produced the marvellous civilization of the Indus Valley spread
over India to Ceylon. The pre-historic tombs of Hyderabad State,
the designs of the Nilgiris, the patterns on pieces of pottery found
in the Tinnevelly District, and the inscriptions in the cave near
Kegalle are indications of the long trek  of the Dravidians from
the Indus Valley to Ceylon.

We learn from the Mahavamsa that in the sixth century B. C.,
before the coming of Vijaya, Kandamadanam near Rameswaram was

* L R. A. 8. Vol. XXXIV Page 52.



ruled by Culodara, a nephew of Mahodara, ruler of Nagadipa. It
means that there was close intercourse between South India and
North Ceylon. Considering the intimate connection that existed
between the two countries, it is but likely that the Tamils, the
nearest neighbours in the continental coasts who were already a
prosperous seafaring people of South Asia, might have established
trading centres in the Island as Matota and Kudiramalai in close
proximity to the continent. When these ports grew in wealth and
influence, the new settlers in order to meet the food problem of a
growing population might have constructed stupendous tanks and
irrigation works based on the models of their native country. To
satisfy their spiritual needs they seem to have dedicated temples to
Lord Siva at Tirukketiswaram. It is therefore that we find the most
ancient tanks in Ceylon situated in the north and in

the north-
western coasts of Ceylon that face South India.

Further the Mahavamsa says that there was a Brahman chief
engineer Jotiya in Anuradhapura in the reign of Pandukabahaya®.
Mihintale Rock No. 2 inscription says: ‘“According to the supply
of water in the lake the same shall ‘be distributed to the lands of
the Vihara in the manner formerly regulated by the Tamils”**. The
Tamils who were very early acquatnted with tank building should
have been the first builders of tanks in Ceylon and should have
been the first to introduce the use of iron, for these stupendous
irrigation schemes would not have been possible without iron tools.

Archaeologj’ of the Vanni

Vanni is the land of spectacular ruins of huge tanks and of
breached bunds. Ruins of Hindu temples stand side by side with
dilapidated dagobas. Sometimes on an embankment Lord Ganesha,
the God of Learning and Wisdom, can be seen seated on a raised
platform watching over the fertile plains below. In another spot in
the jungle can be seen the statue of the Great Master silently re-
minding his devotees of the great Middle Path. Occasionally among
such surroundings would stand the ruins of the proud residences

of the Vanniya chiefs narrating their thrilling story of a thousand years
of independence.

* Mahavamsa (Turnour) Chap. X
*# Ceylon Literary Register Vol, V Page 151.



Place Names of the Vanni'

Districts
I Perunkali Pattu
Il Musali Pattu
1L Metkumulai
IV  Chinnachcheddikulam
\% Naducheddikulam
VI Kilakkumulai South
viI do North
VII1 Melpattu South
IX do East
X do Norsth
XI Panankamam
X1l  Udaiyur
XIII Tunukkai
X1V Karachi
XV  Putukkudiyiruppu
XVI Maulliyavalai
XVII Karikkaddumulai
[North
XVIII do South
XIX Maha Vanni or Nu-
[warakalawiya Dist.
XX  Trincomalee District
Rivers
a. Parangi Aru
b, Aruvi Aruor Malawattu
[Oya
c. Kal Aru
d. Moderagama Aru ot
[Morkaman Aru
e. Kanagarayan Aru
f. Per Aru
g. Nay Aru
h. Ma Oya
i. Yan Oya
1. Punakari
2. Akkarainkulam
3. Vellankulam
4, Tunukkai

&
S0 ® o

B
12.
13.

14.
135.
16.
174
18.
19.
20.
214
22.
23.
24,

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

30.
31.
32,
33.
34,
35.
36.
37
38.
39.
40.
Al.
42.

Vavunikulam
Panankamam
Tluppaikkadavai
K omputukki
Vidattaltivu
Venaiyankulam

Palampiddi

Madhu

Kaddukarai (Giant’s
Tank)

Matota (Mahatittha)
Mannar
:‘xrippu
Akkatimurippu
Tekkam
Puliyadi Irakam

do Tekkam
Periyakattukulam
Pilmadu Tekkam
Kudiramalai
Pomparippu (The

Golden Plaia)
Anuradhapura
Madawachchiya
Cheddikulam
Puvarasankulam
Kurinchakulam Tek-
[kam

Olukkulam
Pavatkulam
Iratperiyakulam
Vavuniya
Madukanda
Maniyarkulam
Mamadu
Karunkalikulam
Mahakachchatkodai
Mara luppai
Omantai
Trampaikkulam
Ruwanmaduwa
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43,
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.
54,
55,
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
6l.
62.
63.
64-
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
i

72,
73
74.
75.
76.
77
78.
79.
80.
gl

Pulivankulam
Putur
Kanagarayankulam
Mankulam
Murikandi
Iranaimadu
Kilinochchi
Kunchuparantan
Parantan
Elephant Pass
Murasumoddai
Vaddakkachchi
Iranaimadu Tank
Kokkayvil
Putukkudiyiruppu
Kachchilamadu
Mannakandal
Tanniyuttu
Vattappalai
Mullaitivu
Mulliyavalai
Odduchuddan
Kurunturmalai
Tannirmurippu
Otiyamalai
Pandarakulam
Nedunkeni
Periyakulam
Chinnapuvarasan
Lkulam
Ariyamadu
Nochchikkulam
Kumpakannanmalai
Vannadi Palam
Olumadukulam
Tennamaravadi
Kokkilai
Pulmoddai
Padawiya Tank
Trincomalee
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The western division of the Vanni (Mannar District) seems
to have been once thickly populated, for there are many abandoned
tanks and neglected water channels. Of the many ancient dams
Kurinchakulam Tekkam on the Kal Aru and another Tekkam on
the Per Aru are of importance.

The historic port of Matota with its celebrated temple of
Tirukketiswaram is in the above district. The antiquity of this port
goes back beyond the beginnings of Ceylon history. The Portuguese
to satisfy their religious zeal destroyed this venerable shrine. After
their defeat in the First Battle of Jaffna in 1560, they built a four-
sided fortat Mannar over-looking the Strait to ward off the attacks
of the Tamils,

A few miles south of Matota stands the village of Arippu
on the Gulf of Mannar over-looking the pearl banks. Arippu
meaning a sieve in Tamil derives its name from the sifting of
pearls which was carried on there. Apart from its association with
the pearl fishery it is remarkable for it is here that Robert Knox
regained his freedom which he lost at Kottiyar in 1660. One mile
south of this village are the ruins of a Dutch fort. A mile from
this are the impressive ruins of the building which Frederick North,

the first British Governor of Ceylon built to supervise the pearl
fisheries.

Some stone pillars mark a shrine at Komputukki between
Vidattaltivu and lluppaikadavai. Further north near Vellankulam is
an Aiyanar temple with elephant as its vehicle (nandhi). Perhaps
this may be the temple mentioned in Kokila Sandesa.

There are ruins of buildings at Chinnachcheddikulam,Cheddikulam
Palampiddi, and Venayankulam. Cheddikulam was the seat of Vanniya
chiefs. Mr. J. P. Lewis basing his facts on some ancient Tamil
manuscripts states that Viravarayan Chetty, a merchant of Madura,
together with some Paravars were wrecked off the western coasts of
the Mannar District about 247 A. C. He and his followers later
settled in Cheddikulam and constructed a * keni ” known as Vay-
valai and erected a temple to Lord Santhirasegaram about 289 A. C.
The Muslims that are in the area seem to be the descendants of
the original Arabs who first settled in Mannar in the tenth century:-
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In Parangi Cheddikulam the numerous descendants of the
Portuguese could be distinguished by their colour, but they wear the
dress of the inhabitants of the area.

Madhu is one of the most famous places of pilgrimage. There
is a tradition among the Catholics that the original home of the
statue at Madhu was Mantai and when the Dutch took possession
of the town some Catholics carried with them the statue of Our
Lady and emigrated to Marutha-Madhu which was then on the borders
of the Kandyan territory and had a custom-house for the goods
that came into the king’s territories. Soon other Catholic emigrants
from Jaffna took shelter in the Vanni. All these settlers lived under
the patronage of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary. Later on, an
annual festival was established in 1870 to be celebrated on the 2nd
of July.

Traces of ancient roads from Anuradhapura to Matota and
to Jaffna can be noticed in Kilakkumulai South. There is an
ancient bridge at Olukkulam.

Panankamam was one of the celebrated head quarters of the
Vanniya chieftains. In this Pattu there is an absence of Buddhist
remains. It shows that Hindu Tamils have been in occupation of
the district from time immemorial.

There are some ruins in the jungle north-west of Vavunikulam.
It may possibly be the remains of a town. Hindu temples dedica-
ted to Siva and Vishnu were found among these ruins by Mr. J. P.
Lewis about seventy years ago.

Nothing of note was found at Pavatkulam. Here there are
no local traditions and no inscriptions. The ancient channels of the
tank can be traced for about three miles.

The town of Vavuniya has nothing to show in the way of
ruins though there were Tamil settlements from ancient times.

An ancient irrigation channel about two miles long connects
Madukanda and Maniyarkulam. There are ruins of Buddhist esta-
blishments at Madukanda and Iratperiyakulam.

9



In Kilakkumulai South there are many caves with inscriptions.
According to Mr. Lewis, Mahakachatkodai is one of the earliest
settlements of the Vanni. -

There are ruins of Hindu temples at Irasentirankulam, at
Chinnapuvarasankulam and at Kurunturkulam.

Ruvanmaduwa on the south-eastern limit of the Vavuniya
District was probaly the residence of Vanniya chiefs. Its neighbour-
hood must have been once thickly populated.

Omantai was once the head - quarters of the Vanni chiefs.
There is a stone Saivite temple of the Vanniya times Close to
this village Mara-iluppai possesses a ruined Saivite temple.

Tannirmurippu and Putumurippu have ancient channels. Pan-
darakulam in the Mullaitiva District has no corresponding Sinhalese
name. Until the advent of the British a Vanniya prince had his
residence four miles from this * kulam .

A Tamil inscription was found at Kumpakannanmalai Ruins
of temples are found in Tiraviyamalai and Savarathuveli in Kari-

kaddumulai South. Remains of Buddhist establishments are found
at Otiyamalai in Melpattu North,

A few miles from Putukkudiyiruppu are the ruins of Kuravil
Kovil.

In 1885 a very important event occurred at Mullaitivu where
a labourer in a coconut estate discovered silver puranas numbering
51 and 16 plaques in a well whose sides were ringed with earthen-
ware cylinders.* The well was similar to the wells discovered at the

Tirukketiswaram temple site. This discovery reveals the antiquity
of Dravidian settlements in this area.

According to an accepted tradition in Jaffna, Magadhese Bud-
dhists sought shelter in Ceylon during the time of Prince Vijaya.
As the Tamil Saivites were living in Matota and in Kudiramalai
districts, Vijaya and his Buddhists founded the city Tammana Nuwara,
down south near Puttalam. It is interesting to note that the port

* Parker “ Ancient Ceylon® Page 460. s
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of Puttalam in ancient days was called “ Kalyanaturai Mukam * for
it was the spot where Vijaya married Kuveni*,

Buddhists were known to the Saivites then as “ Samana ™.
“ We are” says Mahinda, to Devanampiya Tissa, “ Samana Oh great
king, disciples of Dharmaraja ”. The city built for Samana settlers
would become Tamana Nuwara®** and later as Tammana Nuwara.
Their special arrival gave a special name to their town.

From the archaeology of the Northern Province we are led
to infer that Ceylon was first colonized from South India and that
a Dravidian culture existed in Ceylon long before the coming of
Vijaya. We are on firm ground, when we say that the history of
Ceylon first began in the north, and moved later to other parts of
Ceylon.

Place names in the Vanni

Names of places are more often causative, but in the process
of time they undergo changes that it is difficult to find out their
meanings after a lapse of centuries; but it is not so genc'r'all'y'in
the case of the Vanni districts. In these districts every village
is called after its tank and in the majority of names the affix is
one of the numerous words employed in Tamil to denote a tank or
pond. The word may be ‘ kulam °. * madu’, ‘keni’, ‘odai’, and ® vil’.
So we have Kanagarayankulam, Mamadu, Nedunkeni, Marutodai
and Kokkavil. Of all these, names ending in ° kulam’ are the
most numerous.

A tank takes the first part of its name from some tree or
plant that are on or near the tank bunds. The finest specimens
of the different varieties of trees are chosen to form the name of
the tank. Of these the tamarind is the most popular and next in
order are trees like Maruthu, Nochchi, Puvarasu, Iluppai, Vilathi
and Karunkali. So we have Puliyankulam, Marutamadu, Nochchi-

kulam, Puvarasankulam, Iranai Iluppaikulam, Vilattikulam, and
Karunkalikulam.

-

£ J R. A, S Val, XXVIII No.73 Page 40.
#* (3reeks called the Buddhists Thamanaioi-Sir Hugh Neville Taprobanian, Page 47.

11



Sometimes the tank or village takes its name from somié
physical feature or peculiarity in the situation or construction.
Allaikal'upoddakulam—-—a bund which has wave stones.
‘Matavuvaittakulam—a tank with a sluice.

Murikandi - where the breach in the bund occurred.
Kalnaddinakulam—tank where the stone was set up.
Vattapalai—the place where the water never dries up.
Marantallininrakulam —tank where trees stood apart.

Another method of naming tanks or villages is to call them
after some trivial incidents.

Anaiviluntan —where the elephant fell.

Pandichuddan—where the boar was roasted.

Odduaruthakulam—the tank where the paddy or kurakkan stalks
were cut.

Manintrakulam—the tank where the deer stood.

Lastly we have the method of naming places in the following
manner :—

Prefixes : Chinna —  Small —  Chinnakulam,
Kilakku —  Eastern —  Kilakkumulai.
Ma — e —  Mamadu.
Mel —  Above or upper —  Melpattu.

Affixes : Irakkam —  Slope —  Periyairakam.
Kallu —.  Rock —  Periyakallu.
Murippu —  Breachinthebund -  Muntrumurippu.
Malai —  Hill —  Chemmalai.

In this fashion the ancient settlers of the Vanni named their
tanks and villages.

An extract taken [rom the paper Vanni and the Vanniyas
which was read at the Jaffna Historical Association, on 5-8-59.
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A Plea for Unity

Ceylon is a multiracial, multilinguistic, multireligious country. The various
peoples living in Ceylon, belong to different religious faiths and speak different
languages. .One of the pleasing features of Ceylen’s past, up to the middle of the
twentieth century was the co-existence of the various racial, religious and linguis-
tic groups in peace and harmony. Not only did they co-exist, but also fought
together as comrades to regain the independence of the country.

The tragic events of the last three and a half vears have been a rude
shock to all of us. With the introduction of * Sinhala only ”” as the official
language, communalism has reared its ugly head and threatens to engulf the
forces standing for the national unity of Ceylon. Language controversy in
Ceylon has now created a new problem to all of us. The national unity of
Ceylon is now being threatened by the communal extremists among the Sinhalese
and the Tamils. By raising the cry of language, religion and culture these
communal politicians have unleashed a dangerous and disruptive force in Ceylon,
Extremism on communal and sectional lines will definitely lead to national
disunity. ' '

The language issue has caused a great damage to the unity and to the .
peaceful existence of the citizens of Ceylon. Hitherto the fighters of Ceylon's
independence such as D. S. Senanayake and Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan had
spent their entire life-time in working for the cause of national unity. They did
not fight for the Independence of the Sinhalese or the Tamils. Thkey fought the
battle unitedly for the Ceylonese. They did not do anything for the break-
down of unity among the Tamils and Sinhalese. During the early part of the
fight for independence one would have been ridiculed and condemned if one
asked whether unity of the Sinhalese and the Tamils would last long. But the
unfortunate circumstances of the past few years have caused a great damage to the
unity of the Sinhalese and the Tamils. -

The present language policy of the Government did not satisfy the Tamils
or the Sinhalese. The language problem remains still unsolved. The rapid
increase of communal parties whose aim is to achieve their own ends is causing
a great sét back to the forces of nationalism. The weakness of the island’s civil
administration is due to the racial and linguistic fanatics whose actions bring
about division among the different communities. The chief protagonists of com-
munalism among the Sinhalese and the Tamils are still engaged in a scheme to
destroy the national unity of the Ceylonese, .

The cleavage between the Tamils and the Sinhalese must be ended if Ceylon
is to make any progress at all. The pleasure of Sinhalese and Tamils living
in. each other’s territory is gone. When a Tamil goes to a Sinhalese area he
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feels himself a stranger and vice versa. Now a Ceylon Tamil feels that he
is a foreigner in Galle or Colombo. A Sinhalese feels totally -uncomfortable in
Jaffna or Batticaloa. This type of tense situation must end. The Tamils and
the Sinhalese must sink their differences and unite to work for the progress
and economic development of Ceylon. They must live side by side as they were
a few years ago,

The prosperity of the country mainly depends on nationl unity. Therefore
the problem of economic development cannot be tuckled unless there is unity
among the various communities. This question of unity can be tackled with ‘the
full co-operation of. the progressive forces among all the communities, The
government must formulate rules and regulations to punish those communalists,
schemers and opportunists, who cause hindrance to national unity. Laws should
be enforced uniformly and discrimination among various communities must be
stopped forthwith. Rivalries among the various groups should end- The assertions
of superiority amoug the divergent communities must go. The [eeling of superi-
ority among the two communities will certainly hamper unity. Therefore if
peace and tranquility are to survive in this fair isle of Lanka, unity is of utmost
importance. Every one in Ceylon whether Sinhalese, Tamil or Muslim must
always think in terms of Ceylon. They must not separate . themselves into
different groups. They must live unitedly and must work unitedly for the pro-
gress of Ceylon. If we are to live as true Ceylonese we must bridge the gap
that has widened as a result of the tragic events of the last three and a half
years, If this is done, then Ceylon will become a paradise on earth for all.

S. SANMUGANATHAN
U = 9 P ST

The Element that defeated Dalton’s
Atomic Theory

Up to the end of the nineteenth century nothing happsned in the scientific
world to cast doubt upon ideas of Dalton or to advance his theories in any
way. According to the theory of Dalton all scientists believed that an atom was
the smallest particle of an element and it was indivisible. Lavoisier and Avagadro
the famous scientists of the nineteenth century together with Dalton believed that
matter cannot be created or destroyed no matter what changes it undergoes.

A startling phenomenon was then brought to the attention of the scientific
world, when the element that defeated Dalton’s theory—radium, was discovered.
It was discovered by one of the most brilliant scientists-Madam Curie (1867-1934)
who was assisted by her husband Pierre Curie (1859-1906) a Professor at the
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University of Paris. Before radium was discovered, Professor Henry Becquerel of
Paris one of Madam Curie’s teachers discovered® a metal similar to radium called
uranium. Prof. Henry Becquerel also determined that something was radiating out
of uranium which could penetrate a sheet of metal and make an impression on
a photographic plate. But later when Madam Curie together with her assistants
discovered radium from an ore called * pitch blende” they found that though
radium behaved like uranium its activity was much more powerful.

The contributions of Madam Curie to science and human welfare are of the first
impotrance on account of their medicinal and commercial value. It is difficult to tell in a
few words what radium has meant to science or to our understanding of the nature of
matter. Actually it turned many scientific ideas topsy~turvy. It soon came to be known
that radium is an element and it changed itself into lead after several centuries.
Everyone who subscribed to Dalton’s theory said that it was impossible because
atoms of one element could not be converted into atoms of other elements. But if
people were to be truly scientific they had to be ever ready to reccive any new
scientific fact and to fit it into the previous ideas. So they were forced to
accept the fact that an atom is not the smallest part of an clement as radium
breaks up, like uranium, shooting off particles of it. Scientists also had to accept
that one element can be converted into another as lead is obtained from radium,

After the discovery of radium experimenters began to search into the atom.
It was fortunate for science that when Madam Curie discovered radium and its
marvellous activities, some other scientists were studying the behaviour of electri-
city when it was discharged through closed glass globes. The electric tube dis-
charges not only resembled the discharges of radium but also showed various
kinds of discharges as radium. Finally it was concluded that radium was sending
out streams of electric particles. After this conclusion therc originated the study
of atoms to decide whether all atoms contain electric particles. Thus from the

discovery of radium there developed an entirely new and vast field of research
called Nuclear Chemistry and Physics.

Let us now turn to the commercial value and uses of radium. In the construction
of atomic bombs radium and uranium were made use of and the need arose for the
search. Radium can be considered as the most marvellous of all the metals mined.
If we imagine that iron changes into copper, it is a marvel, but radium changes
into lead naturally. Technically the eclements which behave like radium and
uranium are called radio-active (which literally means that they have the power
of emitting rays). Chemists would say that radium * disintegrates  (that is they
break down and turn into simpler elements). Radium was then found to be formed
by disintegration from uranium. Uranium breaks down by stages into an element
called ironium which in turn changes into radium-——the most marvellous of the
series. Radium then disintegrates into polonium which finally breaks into the
common lead. This changing process is going on ever since the world began.
Lead does not undergo disintegration but remains as it is. Radium is always
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a fury of activity. Electrical charges or particles called electrons fly out from it
with terrific speed. The slowest of these particles fly out at a sp=ed .of ten thousand
miles a second, which is 40,000 times as fast as the speed at which the earth spins
and in enormous numbers. The time for disintegration of half an ounce of radium
is not little. It takes about 1,800 years since billions of atoms are seen in one
ounce of radium. The disintegration period of radium is measured by means of
studying the ages of rocks and mountains which have been there for many years

or by uranium as its disintegration period is very much greater than that of
radium,

Radium, in all commotion, gives off a great deal of heat and light. It
was estimated that half an ounce of radium would boil four ounces of water
everyday for 1,800 years. It will also light a room in the same way. The rays
from radium are very disastrous. If radium has to be preserved it must be kept
within lead chambers as lead is not penetrated by radium rays.

The rays emanated from radium are of three types:- Alpha, Beetz and Gama. The
particles ‘of Alpha rays turn into a light gas called helium. The Beeta rays which travel
with the same speed as light penetrates thin sheets of aluminium, The Gama rays
are the most penetrative and have the power to penetrate even 6 or 7 layers of
steel. Not only does radium give such rays it also liberates a gas called ‘radon’
which is more marvellous than radium.

The ore which is refined to get radium is found in Canada, Czechoslovakia,
Belgium Congo, South Africa and in some other places.

And what is the magic metal good for ? It is used in medicine, for clocks
and is likely to be used extensively as a source of atomic energy. In medicine
the radon gas cvolved from radium is used for removing certain tumours and
cancers, Radium helps us to see the clock in the dark; the hands and figures

glow with a bluish white gleam in the night which is due to the presence of
radium in them. .

“If radium is so marvellous, will it be very cheap to be used in the
tordinary cloeks?” such a question may arise in our mind. Oh' Radium is VEry
precious. In the first thirty years half a pound of radium was mined and sold
at two million dollars an ounce. Because a very little of it (about one million
of an ounce) is used in the watches and clocks the expenditure for radium is
only about 20 cts. for a watch. Radium is mixed with Zinc Sulphide and then
applied to the hands and figures of the clocks. Even though a very minute quan-
ity of radium is used in clocks it makes the hands and dial glow in the dark,

and enables us to have at least a slight glimpse [of the marvellous element—
radium—that defeated Dalton’s theory.

M. SREETHARAN
e 2, S €. (5e)
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A City with a New Look

Tue old order has changed yielding place to the new. Now Jaffna is putting
on a new look. It is bidding fare to compare [avourably with any other city
in Ceylon. Even a Rip-Van Winkle on walking into the Jaffna Town will wonder why
men are digging roads and why workers are draining the pond. The sanitation of the
city has entered a new phase as can be seen at places when people gather in large
numbers. Accidents and congestion do not take place as the traffic has been regulated.
The brain behind all these innovations is the Mayor of Jaffna. Much has been achieved
by him and schemes are drawn to add to ths amenities already in existence, so
as to make Jaffna, the City of the Tamils with a population only second to
that of Colombo, occupy a worthy place in the map of Ceylon.

A good Central Library has been opened recently by the Mayor to serve

the needs of the general publie. Only a portion of the library scheme has been
completed.

Another striking innovation to be introduced shortly is the widening of
roads within the municipal limits of Jaffna. Round about the grand bazaar area,
most roads have not only been widened but also enough space left to
park the cars on one side and on some roads motor vehicles are parked in the

middle. Some important roads are allowed only One WayTraffic. Now road accidents
are very rare within the municipal limits.

The old bus-stand has been replaced by another through the untiring efforts
of the Mayor. The new bus-stand can accommodate about fifty to sixty buses.
There are waiting sheds and a C. T. B. Office. If one has any complaint he can
easily contact the office. This office serves to guide passengers in addition to other
dutics. In the new bus stand passengers do not scramble for seats and they get
into the buses by standing in queues.

Stray dogs and stray caltle were a nuisance to the c¢ity but now they
are more conspicuous by their absence. Accidents have become rare by

the absence of stray cattle which, by darting across the road used to bring about
fatal accidents.

Among the things the Mayor intends to build are a Rest House with modern
amenities, a Swimming Pool and a Sports Stadium. He also intends to give a satis-
factory supply of water to the residents. .

A fire engine is to be installed in due course. This is a long felt need
to the Jaffna City. The idea of opening fire gaps at places where buildings stand
is under consideration.
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Jaffna, the chief city of the Jaffna Tamils, has a bright future. Already two
boons have been granted—The Jaffna Central Library and the New Bus-Stand.
Much yet has to be done to add to the beauty of the city. Money is the vital
factor needed to fulfil all our desires. If the citizens of Jaffna and the
Municipal Council co-operate, Jaffna can be made a beautiful City.

A, ANANDACUMARASAMY
A S

Agriculture in Ceylon

FroM the very earliest times agriculture has been the most important activity
in Ceylon. In early Ceylon village was the economic unit. Its agricultural activities
were mainly devoted to the production of food crops. The chief crop was paddy
which was grown on the land which could be irrigated. The land that could not
be supplied by water from the tanks and canals was utilised for the cultivation
of crops such as beans, green herbs, sugar cane and ginger. The variety of food
crops cultivated in a village provided the villagers with a good diet.

The conditions prevailing in the South-West and the Central parts of the
island did not permit for successful agricultural production. The people of thesc
areas naturally took to the cultivation of plants which would provide articles for
trade. Cinnamon grew wild in the forest and the bark was a spice which had a
very good demand. The people took to its production readily and large quantities
were shipped abroad.

During the Portuguese and Dutch times, other agricultural products became
important owing to their commercial value. The pepper vines that grew in the hot
wet lands gave abundant pepper; the arecanut palm produced the arecanut so
popular in South India, and coconut palm gave products such as vinegar and
arrack. This was a new kind of agriculture which was further developed during
the period of the British rule. When cinnamon decreased in commercial value
the Britishers started a new crop in the Kandyan Provinces—namely, Coffee.
When a disease destroyed the coffee estates, tea took its place. This has now
become a major commercial product of the island. Early in this century rubber
was cultivated on a large scale. This was followed about a decade later by the
large-scale cultivation of coconuts. Tea, rubber and coconut form the
chief products on which the country’s wealth depends at present.

As the result of this wide-scale plantation in the Central and South-West
parts of the island the employment in these plantations attracted the population
to these areas and the density of the population of the area increased. This also
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resulted in the formation of the Labour Class, the Middle Class and the Capitalist
Class which characterise the population today.- Those employed to work in the
plantations formed the landless labour class, those who found employment in the
business houses and in the professions under government constituted the middle class.
While the proprietors of the business houses and the owners of the tea, rubber
and coconut estates formed the capitalist class. The predominance of plantation
agriculture led to the neglect of the peasant population which depended on sub-
sistence agriculture.

Two circumstances demonstrated the defects of our agriculture and its bearing
on our cconomy. The depression of 1939 showed us the danger of being solely
dependent on just three commodities. The two World Wars have made us aware
of the fact that we ought not to depend too much on imported food stuffs but that
we should aim more at self-suffiziency in agriculture. Our agriculture today is lop-sided.
Too much attention has been paid to plantation agriculture. The future prosperity
and safety of the island depend on correcting this defect. We must achieve sell-
sufficiency in our production. Plantation agriculture and paddy agriculture should be
developed side by side.

S. NAGARAIJAN
SioSo 68

Vote for the Teenager

The Indian Premier Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru on many occasions has told the
students not to take part in politics before they complete their studies. If they
take part in p«litical activities all their interest will be in these affairs and they
will not take an interest in studies and thercby they will fail in their examinations.
The future will be dark for them.

At present, the Government has reduced the voting age to ecighteen. It will
pave the way for teenagers to enter politics, A young boy of ecighteen will not
understand the value of a vote. He will vote for his friend or for a person whom
he likes and who may not be fit to be a representative. In this manner if all
misfits are elected as representatives of the people then the country will be in a
disastrous position. If the vote is given to the tecenager their unity as students
will be destroyed because they wili be adherents to various political parties. If
their life is to be pleasant in the future, they must take more interest in their lessons
while they are students. They must pass examinations and get good employment.
After a successful school career if they like they can enter the political field to
do some good to the country as loyal and dutiful citizens of Free Lanka. These
arguments are put forth by those who say that students should not take part in polities.

If the students are to have a better knowledge in Civies and History, they
should know what is happening in the political life of their country. The boys
of today will be the adults of tomorrow. Therefore they should have some prac-
tical knowledge in civics to enable them to serve their country better than their parents.
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Most of the students at the age of eighteen might have entered the Uni-
versity or might be in the final year in the high school or might be employed.
It is not correct to say that the teenagers at the age of eighteen will not under-
stand the value of the vote, because at this age the students will be studying
in the higher classes and they will have enough intelligence and knowledge to
know the value of a vote and they will vote for a candidate who will serve
them sincerely and faithfully. Today most of the students are members of youth
leagues of various political parties and this does not make them fail in their
examinations. Great countries like Russia and England are considering to reduce
the voting age. We see that the students from these countries are doing well
fter their studies with the civic sense imbibed in them during their school days.
From these arguments we can clearly see that the vote for the teenagers will
not do harm to the students in a small state like our fair isle of Lanka.

5. SHANMUGANATHAN

Frep. Senior

My Goal in Life

My ambition in life is to become a musician. I began to learn music at
the age of seven. After listening to a musical recital in a festival, T came home
and urged my parents to teach me music. My parents agreed and allowed me
to study music under a renowned violinist. I studied under him for some years,
Afterwards 1 continued my studies under another teacher for more than two
years, At present 1 am studying under an able violinist.

My studies in music had its rewards. Some years ago I won the first
prize in the contest organised by the Northern Province Teachers’ Association,
I have passed the Fifth Grade in the musical examination held by the North
Ceylon Oriental Music Society. T was awarded a certificate of merit for my
violin recital at the Fine Arts Society.

After passing my G. C. E. examination I want to do an intensive course
in music in India. After completing my stadies there, I will promote Carnatic
Music in my country. Even though there are good musicians in Ceylon, they
are not very enthusiastic enough to spread carnatic music in the country. Music
is a subject which cannot be practised by each andevery body. It is a talent
that has to be practised day and night. 1t gives both food for the ears as
well as the mind. It soothes mental worries and physical pains. Tt gives me
immense pleasure when I play on the violin. I hope to achieve this desire of
mine, for music is the finest of all arts.

M. GNANAMBIKAI
Prep. 5. 8. C.
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The visit of Dr. Rajendra Prasad to Jaffna

The visit of the President of the Republic of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad to
Ceylon in last June shows the mutual relationship that exists between the two countries.
He was given a warm welcome by the Government and the public of our country. He was
a guest of the Government and of the Governor-General during his stay in Ceylon. After
visiting the various places in South Ceylon, he came to Jaffna, the city of the
Tamils. His visit to Jaffna was arranged by the Mayor and the public of Jafine-

Grand were the preparations for the famous visitor from Mother India.
The roads and high-ways were decorated from the air—port to the Town Hall.
A big crowd collected at the air-port to welcome this great son of India.
School children with eager faces lined  up along the roads to catch a glimpse
of the President. High officials and Members of Parliament welcomed him. The
boy scouts and girl guides formed the guard of honour. With a smiling face,
he greeted the people at the air-port, by holding his palms together. He was
taken in procession along the Palaly road to the Jaffna Town Hall. At the

entrance to the Town Hall he was garlanded by the Mayor and then introduced
to the members of the Municipal Council.

The Mayor, in his civic address, emphasised the strong ties of friendship
between the two countries. He also said that June 22nd 1959, the day of

Rajan Babu's wvisit, would be written in golden letters in the history of the
Tamils.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad in his reply said that his visit to Ceylon would
have been incomplete without a wvisit to Jaffna. He felt sorry that he was
unable to stay longer in Jaffna. He said that he would never forget the smiling
faces of the children who lined up along the streets to welcome him.

In token of his visit to Jaffna, he presented a carpet to the Mayor.
The Mayor, on behalf of the people of Jaffna, presented a Silver-Casket con-
taining the civic address.

After the civic reception, President Rajendra Prasad left for the air-port.
Thousands of people at the air-port bade farewell to the President..

K. PARAMASAMY
Prep. S.8.C.

A Journey by Bus ;

My paternal uncle has a shop at Vavuniya. He comes home once in
two weeks. As soon as my college closed for the second term, Iasked my uncle to
take me with him to the shop. One early morning my uncle and T went to the
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bus stand by car. We waited there for some minutes. The bus came to the
bus stand at 6 O'clock in the morning. We got into the bus. and took our
seats. The conductor came in and asked us where we were going. I told him
that both ‘of us were going to Vavuniya. The conductor wrote two tickets for
both of us and gave them to my uncle

The bus left the Jaffna stand at about half past six, and halted at
Chavakachcheri for about ten minutes. We left Chavakachcheri and reached Pallai.
As soon as the bus reached Pallai we got down and went to a cafe. We had
our breakfast and coffee. Uncle paid the money for food. We got into the
bus and continued our journey. After half an hour’s run, we reached Elephant
Pass. There I saw two policemen standing by the side of the road. They
stopped the bus and got into it. They looked here and there in the bus and
then got down. The bus speeded through Paranthan and Kilinochchi and reached
Murukandy. The bus halted there for a very long time. We went to a cafe
and drank tea. Some Hindus went to the temple, broke coconuts and burned
camphor. They worshipped at the shrine. We left Murukandy and after two
hours’ run reached Vavuniya.. We got down from the bus and walked to the
shop. 1 stayed for three wecks at Vavuniya with my uncle and then returned
to my native village in Jaffna. Sy

N. M. THALEEL
Prep. 8.8, C.

My first day at School

When 1 learned from my father that 1 was to join Vaidyeshwara Vid-
yalaya, therc was no limit to my joy. It was my desire to study in a college
having been in a vernacular school in my village.

When the day dawned it brought me fresh joys ‘and hopes. 1 woke up
early, took my breakfast hurriedly and set out to the college with my father.
We reached college and waited on the outer verandha to meet the principal.
When the principal came into his office my [father and 1 walked in. A seat was
given to my father and 1 stood beside him. The principal asked me a few
questions and then sent me with the peon to Form L class. The boys and girls
were standing in groups and chatting to each other. As soon as I went into
the class | saw a friend who came and took me along with her. After a few
minutes the bell rang to indicate that the morning session was about to begin.
1 marched with the other girl students to the hall for the morning assembly.
The prayers bégan with ‘pooja by a priest at the shrine followed by “ Thevaram ”
by a senior student.

After the prayers the principal made some announcements to the children.
We marched back to our class room. A stern-looking teacher entered the class
room and the pupils greeted him. He looked at me and said, “ Come here
child ! What is vour name?’ 1 went up to him and answered the various
guestions put to me.
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After some time a more cheerful-looking master came into the class.
He spoke kindly to me and asked a few questions on the Tamil lessons. At
about half past twelve the bell rang announcing that the morning session had
ended. We were all out of the school gate with joyous shouts, Thus ended my
first day at school and it still lingers fresh in my memory.

S. SIVAGNANADEVI
Prep. 8. 8. C,

A Rainy Day at School

It started raining at about twelve when we were at school. The water flowed
over the floor into our class room. Water was dripping into the cliass room
from the roof. We moved our desks here and there away from the dripping water. But
the water dropping from the roof made our clothes and books wet. Then we
closed our books and put them in our drawers. Our teacher stopped teaching
How cold it was! We were thoroughly wet and shivering with cold.

The bell rang at half past twelve. It was time for the lunch interval
But it still rained and we had no umbrellas. So we stayed in our class room.
We did not go home that day to have our lunch. We were hungry but we
did not want to get wet on our way home. There were no teachers in the
school. All of them had gone for their lunch. We made paper boats and
floated them in the stream. They floated for a Ilittle while and then sank in
the mud. Oh! What fun it was! The bell rang for the evening school. We
ran into our class-room.

M. SIVALOGANATHAN
R

How 1 Cooked My First Meal

One day my mother was ill. The servant girl also had gone home to
see her parents. I thought of cooking a meal by myself. My brother went to
the market and brought the vegetables.

At first T swept the kitchen and washed the vessels. I put the saucepan
on the fire to boil the water. 1 put the rice into the saucepan and cooked the
rice. Then I began to cut the vegetables. While I was cutting, I cut my finger.
Oh! it was bleeding. After attending to it I went on with my work. The
cabbage-curry was on the fire. 1 put enough salt in the curries. I prepared
two curries. I fried pappadams and green plantains. It was nearly twelve O’clock
and all were feeling hungry. We sat down to eat. After eating the first mouth-

ful, my brother cried out, “ Oh! The curries are full of salt. What have you
done 77
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o My mother came out of the room and said, “Do not scold the girl
This is her first cooked meal. She will do better next time.” I ran into the
~_ kitchen and was crying. Then my mother came in and comforted me. She said
*“You are a good girl to have done the whole work yourself”, T felt happy.

V. SRIJEGATHAVY
J. 8. C,

A Happy Day in my Life

One morning my parents, my sisters and I got into a car, We put all
the things into the car. We went to the Palali air-port. I saw a big plane at the
air-port. We got into it. Soon the plane started with a big noise. 1 looked
through the glass window of the plane. 1saw the plane going along the ground.
It was going with great speed. Then it was flying into the air. It flew
over the sea and went towards India. The plane flew for sometime and came to
Madras. Tt stopped at the Madras air-port. We came out of the plane and got
into a car. We went to the house of my father's friend. It was the first time
I went by plane. T was very happy and enjoyed it much.

G. GNANARETNAM
Srd. 7.

Sun-Set

The sun sets in the west. It is beautiful to see the setting sun, The
sky becomes ted in the west when the sun goes down into the sea. The birds
return to their nests. The fishermen place their boats near the sea shore and go
to their houses. The labourers return to their houses with their day's earnings,
School children play on the grounds in the evening. At sun set they run to
their houses. They wash their faces and go to the table to attend to their

studies. Some people pick flowers in their gardens. They make garlands and
set them before their Gods. All people like to see the sun-set.

M. S. THAMEEM
Std 7.

The story of an Old Shirt

I was born in England. I was very pretty,. My name is Poplin. My
friends and I were sent to Ceylon. We were taken to a shop in Jaffpa. A
rich man and his son saw me. They bought me and took me to a tailor.
He made me into a shirt for the rich man’s son. After a week the boy took
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me home. He wore me when he went to school. After some months they puf
me in an ‘almyrah. There were many insects in the almyrah. They bit me and
made many holes on my body. Onpe day the rich man's son took me out. He .
saw me with many holes. He threw me into a corner of his house. Now I
live in the dust. This is my sad story.

G. JEGATHESAN
Std. 7.

Mohan and Mangoes

Mohan was Sundaram’s son. He was a small bey. He liked mangoes
very much. One day he went to his neighbour's garden. He wanted to get some
mangoes. So he began to pluck some of them. Then he heard somebody shout out **Who
is there?” He bescame afraid. He dropped the mangoes and ran away. The watcher
ran after him. He caught Mohan and asked him, “What is your name? Whose son
are you?” Mohan said, “My name is Mohan. I am Sundaram’s son.” The watcher
was a [riend of Sundaram. So he said, “T am sorry”, and after giving some
mangoes to the boy, sent him away.

A, A. KAYOOM
Sid. 7.

My Pet

One day I went to my uncle’s hoase. T saw a small cat in his house
I liked it very much. I brought it to my house. Its name is Jara. It climbs
on the tree. It catches rats and squirrels every day. 1 give some milk to it
its colour is grey. It waits for me till I go home from school. When I go to
bed it sleeps with me. My pet is very beautiful. T love him and he loves me.

A. BALASUBRAMANIAM
Std. 6.
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True Guide to Conduct

His Holiness said that all religions guide us towards salvation. In fun-
damentals like devotion to God, speaking the truth and helping others,
there is no  difference between one religion and another. The difference
is mainly in regard to certain doctrines and practices which are the
outcome of the varying experiences ( anubhava ) of each religious teacher. That
is why Hinduism does not advocate conversion. We believe that if a person
faithfully follows the teachings of his religion he will obtain salvation which is
the goal of all religions. There is, therefore, no need for extolling one religion
or decrying another ; wisdom lies in developing the spirit of toleration (samarasam).

Do not twist scripture to suit your views. Understand it properly and
act accordingly with faith and devotion. Do the duties prescribed by sastra,
not to the éxtent possible, but * wholly’. If necessary you may do so gradually.
“To the extent possible’ is a dangerous concession to the faltering and the
faithless. Tt will lead in their case to ‘nothing’. Even if you apparently come
to grief by allegiance to sastra, it does not matter. For, you can be sure of
one thing, namely, that you have not done anything wrong. The practice of the
sastraic injunctions will remove our sins and cleanse our hearts. In the heart
so kept clean, God will manifest Himself and guide us to the higher realms of
realisation, when all differences will automatically drop off.

— Sri Sankaracharya of St Kanchi
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Old Students Lunch

Jaffna had had a galaxy of leaders and men of culture, of
whom any country could be proud, said Mr. S. Ambikaipakan,
Principal Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, Jaffna, presiding at the annual lunch
of the Old Boys’ Association on Sunday.

The lunch was held in the college hall, and more than 200
participated. The chief guests were Mr. A. T. Durayappah Jaffna
Mayor, and Dr. (Mrs.) Durayappah.

The prmmpal welcoming the Mayor and his wife referred
to the close association the Mayors family had with that College.
That lunch, therefore, served in a way as a post-nuptial party to
Mr. and Mrs. Durayappah.

The principal referred to the great services the young
Mayor was rendering to the town, and assured him of the co-op-
eration of the school and its old boys in all that the Mayor might
undertake to make the city beautiful. The effort he was making
to improve the town its sanitation and health deserved praise and

support.
NOBLE WORK

. The Mayor was not a day too soon, said the principal,

in his effort to complete the Public Library building That was
a noble work of immense value to the Tamil people. He trusted
that the library would serve as a centre for propagating knowledge
among present-day youths about the achievements of the Tamils
and of their great leaders and literary men.

Jaffna had a galaxy of leaders and men of culture of whom
any country could be proud. The great men sprung of the Pon-
nambalam family, from Sir Muttucumaraswamy to that scholar of
international fame, Dr. Ananda Coomarasamy,—and eminent scholars
like Arumuga Navalar, C. W. Thamotharampillai, Kanagasabaipillai
Visuvanathapillai and a host of others — should be honoured and
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their memories cherished by having their portraits adorn the walls :
of the Library so as to inspire future generations to greater achieve-
ments. -

A DIFFERENCE

The present generation he was pained to say was hardly
aware of the greatness of culture history and of the achievement of
their forbears. It should be the special concern of the Library to
disseminate all that knowledge by providing the necessary material,

That did not mean they should shut out knowledge
of the rest of the world. What he would like to stress was that
this Library should specialise in all that concerned the Tamils, their
literature, history and civilisation. He hoped that the Library would
be an accomplished fact very soon. '

Mr. Durayappah said that he was no stranger to that
College, with which his family had the close connections.
He congratulated the principal and the college on the vast improve-
ments achieved during the last ten years, '

His achievements as Mayor, to which the Principal made
reference, -he said were all possible because of the co-operation of
the. members and the public.

The Library building, he said, would be completed and
opened before the end of this year. There was the other project,
the stadium for which they had already collected Rs. 12,000 and a
start would soon be made with that project. He hoped for all
support from the schools for this project.

He wished the old boys and the school all success.

Mr. W. 8. Senthilnathan, Secretary of the O.B A. proposed
a vote of thanks.

(Ceylon Daily News. 15-7-59.)
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Principal Welcomes Swami Nisreyasanandaji

Mr. Chairman, Revered Swamijis and Friends :

It gives me great pleasure to welcome Swami Nisreyasanandaji to our
midst. He was the head of this School thirty two years ago and he left a deep
impression on those with whom he came into contact through his spirit
of service, devotion to duty and deep piety. 1 was then a student at Jaffna
Hindu College but had to come to know the Swami and the Ramakrishna
Mission through our good friends Mr. C. Mylvaganam and Kalaipulavar Nava-
ratnam,

Swami Nisreyasanandaji was then a Bramacharin and worked heart and
soul for the welfare of this institution. in those days he had dreams of a
great future for this institution.

I have had the good fortune of meeting him occasionally in Madras and
then he used to make kind inguiries of the progress of the institution. We have
been longing him for the day when he would visit  this Vidyalaya. It was during
the last April holidays that I suggested to Swami Prematmanandaji to invite Swami
Nisreyasanandaji to Ceylon and 1 am glad that my suggestion has borne fruit so
quickly. It is our desire that the Mission authorities should invite such distinguished
personalities from time to time so that their visit may remind us of the eternal
verities of life.

After the Swami left Ceylon he has served the Ramakrishna Mission in
various capacitics. He had been the head of the Ramakrishna Mission centre at
Vizagapatnam, the ¢’itor of Prabuddha Bharata and the Warden of Vivekananda
College, Madras. He has also gone on lecture tours to Paris and Fiji.

Recently T heard from one of his brother monks who was on a tour
of Ceylon an incident which bring out very well his spirit of service. The devotee
who was chiefly responsible for the opening of the Mission centre at Vizagapatnam
had contracted Tuberclosis and people—even members of his family—were afraid to
go near him. This Swamiji, against all medical advice, attended on him and nursed
him. Today the grateful members of this family daily perform worship to the photo of
the Swamiji.

When we were thinking of a suitable person to preside over this function
the name of Mr. P. Sriskandarajah immediately came to our mind. He has taken
an active interest in religious and social activities, and it is a pleasure to work with
him as he has a high sense of duty. We have great pleasure in having Swami
Prematmanandaji in our midst. He is working hard to widen the scope of the
Mission activities in Ceylon. President Rajendra Prasad will be laying the foundation
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stone for the Cultural Centre on the 17th of this month towards which the Indian
Government has given a handsome donation. We are sure that this centre will
promote better understanding between India and Ceylen.

We thank you all for your presence.
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Principal’s Notes

The year 1959 has proved to be another dark year for
Ceylon. The mounting disregard for law and order reached its
climax in the assasination of the late Premier. This tragic event
has opened the eyes of the people to the need for enforcing dis-
cipline in all walks of life. We hope that at least after this tragedy
leaders will hesitate to play with such inflammable materials as
race, religion and language.

Recent events have also brought about a change in
the attitude towards denominational schools. Even such an ardent
advocate of state schools as Mr. P. de S. Kularatne has come to
realise the need to give a place for denominational schools. In his
address to the Buddhist Congress he said, “We are aware that the
proposal to take over assisted schools is not acceptable to every
body in this Country. To do anything by force against any party’s
will is possibly not in keeping with our principles,...... yet several of
these assisted schools are built on temple and church lands. It is
naturally difficult for the state to take over such schools. That
state schools are not so satisfactory is a point which we have
already dealt with. Under such circumstances giving consideration
to the present situation in the country when unity is very desirable,
we feel we must express the view that it is not worthwhile to
huri the feeling of either the other religious communities or the
members of our own faith.”

In another statement Mr. Kularatne has stressed the need
for providing a proper religious environment in schools. He said,
“ Teaching religion as a subject is not the same thing as giving
education in a religious environment.”

Mr. Dudley Senanayake also has expressed similar views:
“ Let us realise that what we mean by religion in education is not
merely the teaching of a particular religion as a subject as in the
case of Arithmetic or of Geography or of History. What we mean
is education in an atmesphere pervaded by religion ™.

To implement his ideas, Mr. Dudley Senanayake has proposed
a system of state denominational schools and assisted denominatioal
schools, the latter catering only for the children belonging to the
denomination that runs the school :
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The decision of the University to continue English as the
medium of instruction even to those who have been educated in
the Swabasha is bound to create difficulties both to the staff and
students. This decision has been taken for want of adequate staff

and books for imparting instruction in the Swabasha. This is another
instance of those in authority making drastic changes without fore-
thought and sufficient planning.

The M. E. P. Government has raised two Privenas to Uni-
versity Status and provided funds for carrying on the work of
fostering Sinhalese Language and Literature and Buddhist Culture.
There is an agitation going on for similar status being given to Prive-
nas situated in other parts of the country. That there is need for
similar institutions for fostering Tamil Language and Literature and
Hindu Culture will be accepted by right thinking people. The need
of the Ceylon Hindus is greater since they have no Mutts as
India to foster their religion and culture. Itis time that the Hindus
took serious steps to raise one of their leading Colleges to Univer-
sity Status. In this connection we like to express our appreciation
of the offer made by the authorities of Parameshwara College to
place their institution at the disposal of the Hindu public for con-
verting it into a Hindu University.

Our College has done well at the various examinations.
Two of our students got through the G. C. E.(Adv. Level) in 1958
and another in 1959. They have qualified themselves for appearing
for the B. S¢ Examination of the London University., One of our
students has gained admission to the Ceylon University and two have
been referred at the H. S. C. Examination. We continue to do well
at the S. S. C. and J. S. C. Examinations. One of our students got
the second placeat the N. P.T. A, J.S. C. Examination held in 1958
and he also won the prize for Tamil.

The staff has been strengthened by the addition of three
teachers. Messrs K. Sivasubramaniam B. Sc., (Lond.), K. Vadivelu,
Tamil Trained and Art Certificate and Miss Kathijumma Mohamed
Ibrahim, (London Matriculation). Mr. C. Canthapillai and Miss P.
SabaratnaSinghe have got through the Diploma in Education of
the Ceylon University. Mr. S. Balasubramania Iyer is undergoing
training at the Palaly Training College and Mrs. Y. Vamadeva is
acting for him.
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H. S. C. UNION

OFFICE BEARERS FOR THE YEAR

1st TErRM 2nd TERM 3rd TERM
President : Mas, S. G. Sivam Mas. K. Kanagaratnam  Mas. R. Pathmanathan
Kice. Miss. S. Thangaratnam ,, M. Thavanathan ,» M. Sritharan
Secretary : Mas. A. Kandasamy ,, A.Kandasamy ,» 8. Thambyaiah
Assist. . ,, T. Markandu ., S. Pararajasingham ,, K.E.Kalvalaiseyon
Treasurer © ,, M. Thavanathan ,, ~N. Balasubramaniam ,, N. Thanigasalam

I have great pleasure in submitting the report of the. Union for the year
1959. The year under review was a very successful one. I give below a Synopsis
of the spzeches and discussions we had during the course of the year.

SPEECHES
1. ‘e AAwpie wreralmh’ — Mas. 8. A, H. Idroos
2, 18 wudd arsgion apusd’ — ,, K. Kalvalaiseyon
3, ‘@evmiensudsd HTid’ — ,, N. Balasvbramaniam
4, ‘Fms@pa g GQurgwep’ — Miss S. Janaki
5. ‘ymewlr 198 ger’ — Mas. T. Kanagaratnam
6. ‘Space Station’ — ., S. Tharmalingam
7. ‘@erenpu Gasians' — Miss K. Kunamany
8. ‘Bed Bugs — Mas. M. S. Jamaldeen
9. ‘Uses of Atomic Medicing’ — Miss G. Saraswathy
10. ‘Mechanisms of Rocket propulsion — Mas. S. Tharmalingam
DEBATES
1. “oqudsri@l Qurglalr Gpicuwd Qrigd sri@4G BETEnID LIHEHD”,
2 5M5CETT — w6 HiT
QFsaueir S. Ly gTEAsEth — Qraarer K. seednGsCuirer
Geedad K. @owrosni — Qe S. shisggHard
2. “Demoecracy is not the most suitable form of Government for our country”,
Preposition Opposition
Mas. T. Markandu = Mas. M, M. Makbool
,» S. Thambyaiah — ,» M. Sritharan

3, “efifegemer @yraewensr 2 Ggin sCsrsyen”,

2,5M56gTi &G i
@Qesved K. @swi e - OFebedl R. eug se0L Fifl
Grsbeuer K- mauggderid — Grevar S. uggrgfnsh
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1 am very happy to announce that the activities for the year closed
with a grand social and a Variety Entertainment, where we presented two plays—
An English Play—“The Editor’s word is Final’ and a Tamil Play—*&Gpran
65 Lf&"—A magic show and a physical display. We are very thankful to Mr.
M. Karthigesan, Superintending Engineer, Jaffna who was our chief guest on the
occasion and delivered an inspiring speech on “The Future of our Students”.

I will be failing in my duty if T do not thank Mr. K. Sockalingam, the
author—director of our Tamil Play “&Q@rrah sis wifle”, for his very able
direction and the interest he took in us, though he was not directly connected

with our school.
I cannot help expressing my appreciation of the splendid manner in which

our president so unostentatiously set about organising the social.

I thank our Patron and the Principal for the advice, guidance and en-
couragement they have given us at all fimes.

Before concluding T thank all the members of the union for the co-operation
they gave me. I wish all our members a happy and prosperous new year.

S. THAMBYAIAH
Hony. Secretary

THE 8. 8. C. UNION ARTS SECTION

The following were the office bearers for the period :-
Senior President :- Mr. S. P, Thillairajah. '
Junior President :-

Ist TERM 2nd TERM 3rd TERM
English : "8 Nagarajah M. S. Fatima ' S. Palanisamy -
Tamil ; S. Thillainathan T. Amirthalingam
Secretary : English 8, A. C. Inanoon R. Arasaratnam S. Seevaratnam
Tamil K. Sabanayakam P. Selvarajeswary :
Treastrer : T. Kanageswary T. Kanageswary S. Packeijaluxmy
Editor : M. L. Kaleel R. Mangayarkarasi  R. Mangayarkarasi

It is with pleasure that [ submit the report of our Association for the
year 1959. Everyone of our meetings was well conducted and it won’t be an over-
statement. if I say that this association did contribute a lot towards the improve-
ment of the standard of the Arts and Commerce students of the Senior classes.

During the second term we had an elocution contest about Mahatma
Gandhi and the prize winners were handsomely rewarded. The assoiation takes
this opportunity to congratulate them and express its thanks to the Senior
president for donating the prizes. e :
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The social that was held during the third term was the most colourful
item conducted by our association. Mr. Handy Perinpanayagam, Principal Kokuvil
Hindu College, was our chief guest. He deliverd us a very interesting and inst-
ructive speech on *Discipline”. Our thanks are due to him.

His speech was followed by Mas. S. Thillainathan on “ur g Fudsir
tysienints Gsedr™ in Tamil which was acclaimed by everyone present.

The social was a grand success and out thanks are due to our Principal
who gave us the needed encouragement whenever mnecessary.

Let me -also take this opportunity to thank all those who took part in
the activities of this association throughout this year.

Finally T will be failing in my duty if I do not say “Thank you” to
our energetic Senior President Mr. S. P. Thillairajah without whose efforts we
could not have risen to such high levels.

S. SEEVARATNAM
Hony. Secretary

REPORT OF THE SOCIAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION

ist TERM 2nd TERM 3rd TERM
President : T. Markandu K. Kanagaratnam S. Thambyayah
Vice , S. Pararajasingam S. Rajarajeswary K. Sabanayagam
Secretary : K. Kalvalaiseyon S, Thillainathan K. Kalvalaiseyon
Asst. ., S. Thangaretnam S. Selvarajeswary - . K. Gunamany
Treasurer : S. Thillainathan S. Kanageswary S. Thillainathan

It is with great pleasure that I submit the report this year. The year
under review was a very successful one. Regular meetings were held by the
association and the programe, included items of various types such as dsbates,
prepared and extempore speeches. We also had the opportunity of listening to
speeches from distinguished persons. Special mention should be made of the
following :-

Mr. Mylvaganam of the Co-operative Dept. spoke on “Some aspects of Co-
operation”. Mr. K. Kandiah of the C. I. D. spoke on, “Functions and
duties of the Police Dept.”.

Among the speeches made by students mention must be made of the

following :- ”
Miss K. Kunamany : Qe epid Feps Cranauiih.
Mas. Kalvalaiseyon : @ FLi a0 riEaiiand.

» M. Gengatharan: &Uper @é.
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Miss S. Thangaretnam:  sebafuyd GlLiakraepb,

Mas. A, Kanthasamy : srilnger syerisduied mrh QEmeronl NG
» M. M. Magbool : @ Boey ylefmsd wiid wCarsr.
s 8. Thambyayah gy pith @er b Fillaph S,
Miss. S. Mangayarkarasi : Quenraesth 2w sy Sebafuyb.
Mas. S. Seevaratnam : Amzerd w B wEErsT.
,+ S. Thillainathan : @ seir SwpEsrfuredsd gersruistd HE0EUpior?
Miss S. Parvathi : Arorw aurp@ea Ambss.

1 will be failing in my duty if I do not thank Mr. T. Seenivasagam our
patron and Mr. S. Canthapillai,"Mr. S. P. Thillairajah and Mr. S. P. Balasubramaniam
in directing us on the right lines.

We hop: that in the years to come the Association will grow from strength
to strength,

K. KALVALAISEYON
Hony. Seeretary

RADIO CLUB
Patron : — Mr. §. Ampikaipakan
Senior President : ~— , K. Sivasubramaniam
Junior ., — Mas. R. M. Mailvaganam
Seeretary : — ,» M. Navaratnarajah
Assistant Secretary : — ,, Q. Sivasangaran
Treasurer ! — 4, M. L. Lookman

I have a great pleasure in presenting the report of the Radio Club. As
the club was inaugurated during the middle of the 3rd term we were unable to
do much. But we are very proud to say that wehave almostcompleted
the theory section and by the beginning of the next term we will be able to
start off wi.h the construction of one valve set.

Most of the students from the senior and post senior classes and even
the members from the staff have shown a great interest in the club.

We sincerely thank our principal for having donated the old College Radio
for our club and Mr. K. Sivasubramaniam for having given us lectures in the
theory of constructing Radio sets.

I wish the Radio Club a bright and successful future.

G. SIVASANGARAN

Assistant Secretary
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Report of the Hostellers Union, 1959.

First term Second term Third term
President : T. Markandu S. Thambiaiah V. Balachandran
Vice President: K. Kalvalaiseyon Y. Pathmanathan K. Sabanayagam
Secretary : K. Sabanayagam K. Kanagasabapathy R. Sivachandiran
Asst. Secretary:  S. Sivagnanam K. Kalvalaiseyon S. Mahalingam
Treasurer : K. Kanagendran Y. Kandasamy K. Kanagendran
Editor ; S. Thedchanamoorthy K. Sabanayagam K. Kalvalaiseyon

I have great pleasure in giving the report of the above union for the
year 1959. The period under review proved a successful one.

All our members, including small boys took an active part in the working
of our association.

We had term end tea parties as usual

Here are some of the speeches made by our members :

1. K, Sabanayagam — @owemaular Qurgmarr sryih

2. T. Markandu —  Hosaper

3. N. Ragunathan — The Police-man

4. Y. Pathmanathan — Science and Human Society
Qameir 1F @ap@rmebsir Ganiid

5. S. Mahadevan — eyl F@&T Hyiser

6. K. Kalvalaiseyon — &[T Wrday

7. S. Gnanasachithananthasivam — Thamil Elzham

8. S. Sivagnanam — The Frog

9. §. Sabanathan QUG GHE(HID  GHEHT GHEUAALD

10. K. Ambikaipakan — BT HOT ETHES
11. N. Vigneswaran ~— OTERIeNT B oG erih
12. K. Kanagendran — Florence Nightingale

Mas. K Paramsothy and S. Mahalingam entertained us with music recitals.
Mas. K Ambikaipakan had a Kathapriasangam on “ gperensuuwnri "

I will be failing in my duty if I do not thank all the members of our
association for their co-operation.

Before concluding I must thank our patron Mr. W. S. Senthilpathan for
his efficient guidance. .

R. SIVACHANDIRAN

Secreiary,
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NAGAMUTHU HOUSE

House Master : Mr, 8. Thuraisingam

House Prefect : Mas. M. Munsoor

Athletic Captain : (Boys) Mas. K. Ariyaratnam
% bt (Girls) Miss R. Indrani

Treasurer : Mas, S. Shanmuganathan

It is indeed a matter for great joy to present a short report of the
activities of the Nagamuthu House for the year 1959. The year under review
has been a successful one for us in many ways. We not only won the Inter
house Athletic Championship this year but also tied with Vivekananda House for
the Soccer Championship. Besides these, the individual Athletic Champions in the
post senior and senior groups are from our house.

In addition, I would like to make a special mention of Mas. N. Sritharan, an
active member of the house, who secured places in the J. S. S. A. Inter Collegiate
Athletic Meet and the Junior A. A. A. Meet held in Jaffna, a credit to our house
and an honour to the college. He was also awarded the best performance cup
in the College Inter-house Athletic meet. It also goes to our credit that the
college cricket and soccer captains hail from our hcuse.

Besides our successes in the field of sports, our members have faired
well in studies also. Most of them have done well in the various examinations
during the year.

This year we conducted the Saraswathy Pooja celebrations in collabo-
raiion with Vipulananda house. T wish to thank the members of both the houses
for making the celebrations a success. My sincere thanks are also due to Mr.
W. S. Senthilnathan for his musical entertainment during the celebrations.

I take this opportunity to thank the house masters and mistresses who by
‘their moral and financial support and able guidance steered us clear to success
in the various activities. I also extend my thanks to our enterprising athletic
captain and the girls’ captain for their untiring effortsin coaching up the athletics.

My thanks are also due to the members and well wishers of the house
for their keen interest and sincere co-operation in all the activities of the house.

We whole heartedly welcome the new house teachers and new members
of the house and hope that their valuable services will be available to us in
coming years.

In conclusion, I earnestly appeal to one and all of Nagamuthu House to
strive hard with the same spirit and enthusiasm so as to achieve still more
successes in the years to come.

M. MUNSOOR
House Prefect
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VIPULANANDA HOUSE

House Master : Mr, V. Vaithilingam
House Prefeci : Mas. K. Kanagaratnam
Athletic Captain (Boyy) @ S, Baskaramoorthy

- . (Girls) : M. Srithevi
Treasurer : G. Sivasangaran

It is with great pleasure that I submit the report of our House. Though
our performances in the Inter-House Athletic Meet held this years were not very
successful we are proud to mention that we gained distinctions in other activities.
We were placed third in the athletic meet and most of our athletes did their
best. We won the Tug-O’-War Championship with great excitement to all the
spectators who came to see our meet. Our congratulations to Nagamuthu House
in winning the championship. The Saraswathy Pooja was celebrated during the
last three days of the Navarathiri festival. We celebrated the festival in collabo-
ration with the Nagamuthu House. We thank sincerely Mr. W. S. Senthilnathan
for having given us a musical entertainment on this Occasion.

We extend our heartiest congratulations to Mr. C. Canthapillai one of our
House masters for his success in the Diploma in Education Course at the
Ceylen University this year.

1 would be failing in my duty if I did not thank our House Masters,
House Mistresses and members without whose co-operation we would not have

been able to do much in our activities.
K. KANAGARATNAM
House Prefect

VIVEKANANDA HOUSE

House Master : Mr. C. Chelliah

House Prefect : Mas. M. I. Lookman

Athletic Captain (Boys) : M. Murugaiah _
. - (Girls) : Miss V. Vijayambikai

Treasurer : Mas. V. Poopalasingam

Though the period uader review had not been too favourable, we main-
tained our usual standard of performance in the field of athletics Our members
were full of enthusiasm and energy and strove hard to the very end. We must
express our appreciation of Miss S. Pakialuxmy’s performance in securing® the Girls,
Senior Championship. We congratulate Nagamuthu House on their success in
winning the championship. We became joint champions with Nagamuthu House
in Soccer. I am happy to say that this year too our college First XI Soccer and
Cricket Teams had many players from our House.
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We joined with Sharvananda House in celebrating the Saraswathy Pooja
this year. Our thanks are due to Mr. K. Arumugam for entertaining us by his
devotional songs at the function.

I would be failing in my duty if I did not thank the masters and
members of the house in giving their wholehearted support in all ‘the activities

of the House.
M. I. LoOKMAN

House Prefect

SHARVANANDA HOUSE

House Master : Mr. T. Seenivasagam
House Prefect : Mas. M. Sarvananthan
Athletic Captain (Boys) : M, WNavaratnarajah

5 » (Girl) Miss G. Saraswathy
Treasurcr : Mas. K. Makbool

In the Annual Inter-House Athletic Meet we strove hard up to the last
event to become at least the runners-up. We did moderately well in almost all
the events. Special mention should be made of our Junior Champion R. Bala-
subramaniam for his individual performances in the various events. This meet
bears testimony to the fact that the sportive talent of the House was not curbed
by any set backs.

This year we conducted the Saraswathy Pooja celebrations with the
Vivekananda House. All those who participated in the items did their best to
make the celebration a success. Our sincere thanks are due to Mr. K. Arumugam
for his musical recital at the function.

Though we lost the Football Championship we are proud to mention
that the vice-captain of the college soccer Team is from our House. We congralu-
late Nagamuthu House on winning the Championship in the Athletic Meet. We
congratulate Miss P. Sabaratnasinghe one of our House Mistresses in completing
her Diploma ia Education Course at the University of Ceylon. I thank the
the House Masters, Mistresses, the Athletes, the Office Bearers and other mem-
bers of our house for their kind co-operation and untiring services in all the

activities of the House.
M. SARVANANTHAN

House Prefect
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The Report of the Annual Inter-House Athletic Meet 1959

The Annual Sports Meet this year was worked off with greater enthu-
' siasm among the teachers and students than ever before. Rivalry among the Houses
was very keen but the students showed a true semse of dicipline and sportsman-
ship. The success of the mest was mainly due to the keen interest taken by all
House-Masters and House Captains. Students started turning up for regular prac-
tice weeks before the event. My congratulations to Nagamuthu House on their
getting the first place.

A special feature of the Annual Sports Meet this year was the march
past and the flag hoisting ceremony The success of this event was due to
the keen interest taken by our Vice-principal Mr. C. Vyramuthu and Mr. E. R,
Williams.

My thanks are due to all teachers and students who contributed to the
success of the Meet. 1 will be failing in my duty if I do not make special
mention of the services of Mr. R. Ganesan, who assisted me as secretary in
organising the meet.

1 must also thank all the officials and wvisitors for their willing co-operation.

THE RESULTS

House Points Colour
Nagamuthu House 137 Blue
Sharvananda ,, 127 Orange
Vipulananda ,, 125 Green
Vivekananda ,, 98 Yellow

INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONS

Boys
1. ‘Post-Seniors M. Mohamed Sali (Nag.)
2. Seniors P. Guruswamy o
3. Intermediate A. Pathmanathan ( Shar.)
4. Juniors K. Balasubramaniam ,,
Girls
1. Seniors S. Packialaxumy  ( Viv.)
2. Juniors M. H. Hameetha (Vip.)
Best performance Cub (Pole Yault) N. Sritharan (Nagamuthu House.)
Inter-House Relay Champions Sharvananda House
Tuwe-of-War 4 Vipulananda ,

C. SIVAPIRAHASAPILLAI
Physical Director
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Cricket .
Our college team had a fairly successful season this year. We played

four games. Special mention must be made of N. Sritharan who came to the
rescue of the team with some patient batting after tiring bowling spells,

Foot-ball

The college participated in the Inter-Collegeate Foot-ball matches held
this year. Our team got a flying start, at the beginning of the season winning
Drieberg’s College and the strong Karainagar Hindu College team but failed to
maintain the lead till the end. Although we lost the last two matches of the
four games played, the performance of the team was above the expectations of
those who were in charge of it. We had to be satisfied with a young and raw
set of players who showed keen interest. The performance of some of the
younger members of the team was very promising an we took forward to

a bright future for them.

The following represented the college team :—

K. Navaratnarajah

V. Poobalasingham

M. Macbool

S. Pathmanathan

S. Sivagnanam

K. Ariaratnam (Capt.)
S. Pdrarajasingham

M. Masilamany

9. R. Kathirgamanathan (Vice-Capt.)
10. M. S. Thanabalasingam
1. K. Mylvaganam

RESERVES

1. K. Kanagaratnam
2. V. Karunakaran

(=R o S SEVERS B

C. Sivaperagasapillai
Prefect of Games
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Editor’s Notes

We have great pleasure in presenting the Eleventh Number
of our magazine to our readers.

This number as usual gives a record of the activities of the
“college during the year. In addition to this there are a few special
articles which deserve special mention. The article on “ Vanni and
Vannias ” is part of a paper read by Mr. C. S. Navaratnam before
the Jaffna Historical Association. Mr. C. S. Navaratnam has made
a notable contribution to the study of the history of the Ceylon
Tamils by publishing his book “* Tamils and Ceylon . The Vannias
were a proud and war-like racc who kept on a guerrilla warfare
against the invaders till about the carly nineteenth century. We are
sure that this article will create an interest in the study of the
Vannias.

We are also glad to publish the Radio Talk given by our
Principal on Vidwasiromani S. Ganesh Iyer. We are proud of the
fact that Vidwasiromani started life as a teacher at the Vivekanan-
da Vidyalaya, which has since been amalgamated with our College.

A noteworthy event during the year was the visit of
Swami Nisreyasanandaji who was once the head of this institution.
A reception was accorded to him at the college when his old
students and friends had the opportunity of meeting him.

We also publish a short account of the late Mr. C. V. Casi-
pillai who was a teacher and later Headmaster of the Vivekananda
Vidyalaya.

Our thanks are due to the various contributors, and to our
printers the Kalanilaya Pathippakam for printing this Magazine to
our satisfaction.



University Entrance Dec. 1958

Science — Kathirgamanathan S.

H. S. C, Dec. 1938

Referred : Jeganmohan K.
Kathirgamanathan S,

G. C. E. Advanced Level
1958

Miss K. Nagarajeswary
Miss T. Parameswary

1959

. Tharumalingam S.

S. S. C. Exam. Passes (Dec. 1958 & August 1959)

Boys:

1. Abdul Rahecem M. A. R.

2. Ariaratnam V.

3. Ayothi N.

4. Balasingam K.

5. Gnanasachchithanantha Sivam G.
6. Hamthoon K. M.

7. Jeyapalan K.

8. Jamaldeen M. S.

9. Karunagaran V.

10. Karunaianandan T.

11. Machool M. A.

12. Mahooruph A. H.

13. Mohamed Aboobucker T. A. S.
14. Mohamed Lebbay S. L.

15. Mohamed Sihabudeen M. S. A. (st Division)
16. Mohamed Thaha M. A.

17. Munsoor M. M.

18. Navaratnarajah M.
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41.

42,
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44,
45.
46.
47.
48,
49,

Premanandan Chelliah V.
Puvanenthiran M.
Ramalingam S.

Saleem M. S.

Sanmugalingam S.
Sarvananthan M.

Seyod Idroos S. A. H. (lst Division)
Somasegram 5.

Sreetharan M. (lst Division)
Sri Mahathevan A.
Suntharalingam S.
Thavanathan M.

Thiagarajah K.

Veerasingham V.

Abdul Raheem M. S,

Careem M.

Kailainathan P.

Kanagasabai K.

Manoharan N.

Mohamed Abusallku M. A. C.
Nagulesa Sarma V.
Raveenthiran S.
Thiruchelvam §.

Girls :

Indrany M.
Mahukuba N. M.
Sanaky S.
Varathaledchumy R.
Basheerah A.
Jeyamani G.

Sulpa M. M.
Santhanayakai S.

J.S.C. (N.P.T. A) Examination 1958 Passes

Jegatheesan N.
Sathasivam S.
*Covindasamy V. (Dist. Tamil, Arithmetic, Lower Eng., Maths, Elem. Sc.,

Hinduism & Social Studies)

*Thavarajah L. (Dist. Arithmetic, Lower Eng. & Social Studies)”
*Santhosam T. (Dist. Arith., Lower Eng. & Maths)
“Kanagarajah S. (Dist. Maths, Elem. Sc., Drawing & Hinduism)

* First Division
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49,

Muthukumaraswamy V. (Dist. in Lower English)

*Balasubramaniam K. (Dist. Lower English & Hinduism)

Gunaratnam V.

*Gengatharan M. (Dist. Arith., Lower Eng., Maths, Elem. Sc., Hinduism &

Social Studies)

Ratnajothy S. (Dist. Lower English)

Thurairajah N.
" Sankaranarayanan G. (Dist. Arith,, Lower Eng., Maths, Elem. Sc.,
Drawing & Hinduism)
Sivanathan T. :
Yogakumaran K.

Mahendrarajah T. (Dist. Arithmetic)
*Maharoof S. A. C. (Dist. Drawing & Islam)
*Ithrees T. (Dist. Lower English & Islam)
Sriskandarajah K.

Gunabalendra S.

Thurairajasingham N,

Abdul Azeez M.

Jamaldeen M. S. (Dist. Arithmetic & Islam)
*Arumugam (Dist. Arith., & Lower English)
*Sivagananathan B,

Kanagasegarampillai T.

Karunaisamy V,

Mahadevan JI.

Thaseem A. (Dist. Islam)

Pathmanathan N.

Sriskanda Rajah T,

Kanapathymuthu A.

Sritharanandan S.

*Sivasingham M. (Dist. Arithmetic)
Ledchumanandasivam A.

Arulanandam N.

Loganathan T.

Krishnakampar S,

Mahalingham 8,

Vamadevan S.

Renganather S.

Gopal M.
*Vinagendra 8. (Dist. Tamil, Arith,, Lower Eng. & M.ths)

_*Kandasamy V. (Dist. Arithmetic)
*#Gunapalasingam V. (Dist. Arithmetic)

Masilamany M.
Thayanandarajah P.
Pugalgnanam P.
Kandasamy S.

* First Division
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50. Saheer M. M, (Dist. Islam)

51. *Satkunanathan K. (Dist. Arithmetic)
52. Pathmanathan S.

53, *Ponnuthurai N. (Dist. Arithmetic)
54, Sanmugalingam K.

55. Mailvaganam K.

56. *Sivakumaran (Dist. Lower English)
57.  Muthulingam R.

58.  Sultan Abdul Cader (Dist. Islam)
59. Namasivayampillai M.

60.  Swaminathan S.

61. Sanmugarasah S.

62.  Thiruchelvam V.

63. *Muthurani N.

04. *Sareefa M. C. {Dist. Lower English)
65. *Mansoora M. S. (Dist. Lower English & Islam)
66. *Sithi Saliha M. P. {Dist. Arith. Lower English & Islam)
67. Parwathy S.

68. Vijayambikai V.

69. Vijayakumari V.

70. Saheera S, (Dist. Islam)

71. Renuga K.

72. *Jayelakshmy S. (Dist. Lower English)
73. Pushparanee S.

74.  Balambikai N.

75. Kanagambikai K.

73.  Sithi Hanoom A.

77. Puvaneswari K.

78.  Sarathadevi S

79. Gowrinayakie R.

80. Avudaiammah S.

81. Bagawathiammah S.

82. *Kokilambal N. (Dist. Lower English)

*First Division
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<3

Old Students’ Association

The Annual General Meeting of the Ramakrishna Mission Vaidyeshwara
Vidyalaya Old Students’ association was held on Sunday the 1lith July 1959 in
the College Hall with the President Mr. 8. Ambikaipakan in the chair. The
minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting were read and confirmed. Tt
was decided to have the Annual General Meeting in July without clashing with
the Annual Sports Meet. Tt was also suggested that a dinner would be prefera-
ble to the Annual Lunch.

The following office bearers were elected.

President :— The Principal (ex-officio)

Vice-Presidents :— Messrs. K Sathasivam and C. €. Cumaraswamy
Joint Secretaries .—  Messrs. N. Rasanayagam and P. Gopala
Treasurer :(— Mr. V. Vythilingam

The Committee :—

I. Mr. W. S. Senthilnathan.
2 e C. Vyramuthu.

3. ,  T. Seenivasagam.

4. ,, P. Nellinathan.

5. , R. Sornalingam.

6. ,,  Sheik Thamby.

7. . K. Ramanathan.

8. , T. Nadarajah.

9. , 8. Ratnasabapathy.
10. ,, S. Balasubramania Iyer.
1f. ,, K. Muruganantham.

12. ,, 8. Canthapillai.
B, V. Vigneswaran,
14. Miss M. Vethanayagam.
15. Mrs. N. Gunaratnam.
16. Miss P. Sathasivam.

17. Miss S. Sinnappu.

18. Mrs. R. Poopalasingam.
19. Mrs. S. Mahesan.

20. Mrs. P. Sellathurai-

The meeting came to an end with the Principal’s tea.
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Old Students’ Corner

M. M. Abdul Cader Esq., B. A. (Hons.), Magistrate, is traasferred to Trincomalee.

V. Sathasivam Esq., B. A., M. Litt,, Dip. in Ed. is appointed Superintendent of
Examinations.

S. C. Navaratnam is Accountant, Co-operative Department.

Miss P. Sathasivam, B. A., and Miss V. Balasubramaniam, B. A. are attached
to the staff of Holy Family Convent, Galle.

N. Venkatesan, B. Sc., is attached to the staff of St. Anne's College, Kurunegalla.

Messrs. P. Veerapathiran, P. Canagarajah, M. L. Shahul Hameed have passed
the B. Sc. Examination of the University of Madras.

O. Muthusamy and S. Mahadeva have passed the B. A. Examination of the
Madras University.

S. Canthapillai, B. A. {Ceylon) has completed a course of Diploma in Education
at the University of Ceylon.

Miss P, Sabaratnasinghe B. A. (London) has completed a course of Diploma in
Education at the University of Ceylon.

Mr. T. Kanagarajah, Physiotherapist, is transferred to Kandy.
Mr. M. Vivekanandan, is transferred to P. W. D. Colombo.

Messrs. S. Subramaniam, D. Vijayarajah and 8. Gengatharan have joined the
Survey Department.

Messrs. S. Balasubramania Iyer, 8. Shanmugaratna Sarma, M. C. Saleem and Miss

M. S. Hakeema, have entered the Palaly Training College, for special
training.

Mr. V. Vijayapaskaran is attached to the Sammanthurai T. C. Batticaloa.

Messrs. M. S. Ameer, M. M. Cassim, M. Halith, M. S. Amanulla, M. Amanulla,
M. Thameem, M. A. Salaam, Misses. M. S. Sulfa, M. A. Huthubuniza
and M. S. Basheera, have joined Government Schools as teachers.

Miss R. Sultan and Miss M. Careema have completed their training at Alutgama
Training College, and have joined Government Schools.
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Miss Sithy Ibrahim, and Mr. R. R. Appadurai, have joined the staff of Vaidyesh-
wara Vidyalaya. '

Miss N. Mathiaparanam is attached to the staff of Hindu College Tamil School,
Jaffna. i

Mr. R. Loganathan is attached to the Jaffna Municipal Council

Messrs. M. H. I{ayobm and M. S. Shaffi, have entered Attalaichenai Training College.
R. Loganathan is attached to the Multipurpose Co-operative Stores Union, Jaffna.
R. E‘phanmugam is Asst. Editor, Thinakaran.

R. S. Anandavel is at the Saiva Training College, laffna.

S. Amanulla is at the Attalaichenai Training College, Batticaloa.
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