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W | have of you is when you used to
feed me. It doesn’t matter where\f"as Whether ['was ontep6f
twree or_playing about, you wet Id come after me
_'wrth a plate of food, feeding me, Sethmg else | could never
“torget is-how you used to agto -. e-forgxdms
hbzgg-‘»lﬁmgg,_ﬁﬂﬂﬂia an exam at schooly you sp

your spare time trying to educate U’s- W —Vere:
[ge‘ﬁfreaﬁwge's_zﬁn eron whenwermsbehav
w

.—4‘; %
\N;tjaﬂyou said you were/going o send me to England l ~"
exc at\’tect 5 vznment country. At @E{Qti;;f

tm never realizéd/ would be living away from you for suc
“fgng time In|zed unti gotthe dthata major-_aﬁ‘ﬂ=
ife had taken glace. | rem@mber thinking |n\f1"ro$_/e/
rﬁight not see you again and that used o bring tears to my &
If | had underétood that | was going to be away frgamyou for
ge of my life | dop2#think | would h a2 T,

g e
wiever, I'should thank you for what you rm\fghc'jg.nc-zfop ma, 't
is becaUSeyoU Sent me to England at an earlystage

am at the position | am at now. You always believe

whenever | found that | was struggling to keep up witf

at University, | used to say to myself | should do it .

cause you had high hopes and aspirations for me. E
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sacrificed your life in bringing qu;J so'T have always tried to live
my life to make you proud.

One of my dreams was to show you the world. | always felt you
were the only pefson in your family that never got to travel or do
anything exciting. You were the responsible one, stayed at home
and looked after your family. [ felt it was my responsibility to change
that. Now you have left us all, without enjoying the results of your

P ardavork.
LT —

Ammah ! | could never forget how you used to stand by me
even when you knew | had done wrong. There are some things |
could never forget about you. | remember them like they were
yesterday. Like the time we are an entire tub of ice cream at Galle
Face; like how you used to buy me a soda e\@@aay when | was
waiting to go to England; like the moniti we spent in India and
most of all the very last month | spe with you.

e ——

When i found out you were/Sick in 1999, it was the most
devastating news | have everfeceived. | couldn’t believe; you, my
Ammah tould have such/a cruel iliness. You were the most de-
voted, faithful and religious person | know. As far as | can remem-

' you visited thetemples every week, most of the times before
ren got out &f bed. You did endless amount of fasting,
cated toévery single God | could think of. | never realized God
Luuld be €0 cruel. Perhaps, what some people say is ture, if a
ners s truly devoted to , Ged{ili take them.

s

i~ ess prampted me to arrange the trip to India. | know
you would love to visit the temples of India and we also

y have your health completely checked out. One of the
1surable news I'd ever heard was, when the doctor said
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your operation has been successful and you could live a normal
life. | never in my dream thought that only after 15 months later,
the wretched illness would return and claim your life within six
months. | wish all this was a nightmare that | could wake up from.

| am fortunate to have spent the last month of your life with you.
Although it was the most difficult and painful time of your life, you
saw the brighter side of the life. | admired the way you used to
say, “What if | die of cencer, there are lots if infants and children
dying of cencer”. You are a selfless person, you wanted everyone
to be happy and considered others’ feelings through;but your life.
Ammah | you were one of the strongest person | Have known. |

only wish | could be as strong as you, to cope withl your loss.
/

No amount of words could describe the feelings | have for you.
I will never forget all the things you have taught me and my memo-
ries of you shall never fade. Even though fou were only with us
for a short time, you have taught us mogé than anyone could in a
lifetime. Although it was painful watchking you die, | am lucky and
happy to have been near you. | am thankful | had you for my mother,
even if it has only been for a short time.

you rest in peace.

With love

Your only Son.

(@
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Aunty Satkunam

Although | have been told many things about my
Periamma before (for example that she helped organise my
2n pirthday party), my first actual memory of her is from
my visit in 1998. | noticed that she was very tall and
afterwards | wished that | were less height deficient and
more like her. It was also in 1998 that | decided to call her
‘Aunty Satkunam’, because | thought that ‘cuncha’, as
everyone else called her, was a dumb name, and that just
‘Periamma’ would get confusing. She found this hilarious,
and even when | went again just this vyear, she still
remembered and laughed about it.

| also remember making pottu in the back garden of the
house, and that she sent Baba acca and | to the back of
the garden to get some flowers to put in it. We also made
thothal, and cali, some of which she let me feed to the
cat, along with some rice and milk. The cat liked it so
much that it followed us into the house and hid under the
sofal

One day she made thosai for us, and | remember that it
was quite sour, so being quite a dumb child, 1 asked her if
she put lemon in it. After that she laughed and laughed
even though | thought | had asked a completely legitmate
question.

. was also the one who introduced me to fresh
fruit. For a person who was quite used to it coming in
p from a can, you can imagine how surprised | was to
giant green bowling ball in the middle of the Kitchen
suppose the look on my face was quite amusing
se she laughed for quite some time. She spent ages
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pulling out the little pieces and trying to explain to me
how to do it without tearing holes in them, even though |
couldn’t quite grasp it.

When | visited her this time around | was deeply sad-
dened to see how much she had changed and how much
pain she was in, even though she was still beautiful. How-
ever she still talked to me, and to my mum she said that |
looked very pretty and that | seemed to be a very good girl,
compared to she last time. When | asked what | did the
last time, she said that | had been a good girl then, but
now | seemed even better. | noticed that every time she
had visitors she always made sure that they were given
somthing to drink, and she wouldn’t take no for an
answer. She also made sure | was eating properly, and
when someone told her that | hadn’t eaten, she would
always tell my mum to make me eat. Even with so much
pain and sadness in her life, she was still smiling, just like
always.

When | heard that she was gone, | was surprised at my
relief, but | am glad now that all the suffering she went
though is over, and | know | only appreciate that because |
saw her at such a late stage in her illness.

Aunty Satkunam, there is much to miss, much to
remember and much | wish | could tell you.

Tara Sathyai

She sleeps in a net and has a strange low voice
always lies in her bed. She does not like drinking juic
she cannot eat a lot. She is very tall but she can’t -
Baba acca helps her when she has a bath and she 1.
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sit on a chair. She stays at home but she doesn’t go into
the Kitchen. She always needs the fan to be on. She is my
mami.

Ahthavan

Mami

She is my mami. She is happy but she is sick. She al-
ways puts the fan on. She is strange and has an unclear
voice. She eats fruits and vegetables and she drinks or-
ange juice. She also likes Tipi Tip, especially the green
packet. She looks at losts of photographs. She is also in
some of our photographs. She always sleeps in her bed
under a net. She has a rocking chair with armrests. She
sits and watches. T.V and videos. She also reads a lot.

" We make food for her because she never goes to the
Kitchen. Once she got the towel for me because it was on
the washing line and it was too high up. She also let us
play outside. '

Anaken
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