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“Culture’ is an abstract copcept. In its techni-
cal usage, it connotates, shared norms, values and
beliefs which are the most important aspects of society.
These help to integrate the activities of an individual
in a social system. Actions are also orientated to-
wards the pursuits of these goals. One of these
aspects is DANCE which manifests the characteristics
of the ethnicity of a group and acts as a lever for
its cohesion. ¢ Baratha Natyam *® is one that fulfiils
these conditions.

Though originally corfined to one particular group,
today it has assumed a unifying role. It does not
appear strange for one to find that other culture
groups are learning this Fine Art and are themselves
115 exponents,

Traditionally, owing te various factors of nurture,
environment, ignorance and other impediments. ‘Baratha
Natyam’ had been classed as a preserve of one de-
nomination and had been showered with an aura of
religiosity outside the scope of the same stock of
people differing in belief. Today, on the contrary
we witness a very healthy atmosphere of this ‘Natyam’
transcending all barriers of caste, creed and race,
serving as an integrating force of the inhabitants of
8ri Lanka. This is a welcome trend indeed. The
Christians are presently vieing with their counterparts
to cultivate in no small measure to foster this trad-
itional culture pattern.

In Miss Mary Margret James, whom I have
known by association, I find her speeding the track
laid by ber pioneers who hawe contributed much to-
wards its maturity. _

I welcome Miss. Mary Margret James and offer
her my best wishes for a successful * Arangetram*
and my blessings are with her for her to continue this
pursuit to a climax.

Fr. F. J. STANISLAUS, o, m.1,
M. A.(Ed.), B. A. (Hens.) (Lond), Dip, Ed. (Cey).
Principal Emeritus.
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New Lanka
Dry Fish Stores
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32, UOld Butcher Street,
COLOMBO-11

T’ Phone. 28455




&
(-1

<
<
L ]
L4

.w@@*@@@*@é@%@@@@@fé@*@@@v%#ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ@?@@@@@é@@@@@%$@ﬁﬁh9%vhwﬂﬁbvvwﬁv¢¢ﬁﬁﬂvhﬂwuﬁuwuuh

14

A0

7602
LD mys

& @

Bedodedo s 20

1)
UAIT LD L1 LI T 6307 1D,

P T Y
R

e P % e o
e d L

@
G5
Comaiwmear Gase, Py 4¢ Qeaw®

rrssr®sv Caxalur

L
L4
%
&
&
@
L]
&
g
&
&
L3
&
e
3
& -
3
%) &
cm .w m
: = ] Z
s .ru *
& b5 .; s — @w -
I J g a2 %
< : ﬂu o
£ 9 ) P 25 R 3 .w
e e © % § = : :
2 3 i), S =2 e = . I8
g ﬂ.u zh. & .U M m m w
o & ’_IJ_ &
3 ¢ e B = g :
ofa /.h
& o =
mw 5 Lo = © = 2
SR ._h,mw._ﬂ. 5 m
I 6 Gy~ 3 SES et
i s | 5§ @ 3
2 \ 8 g o 3
> m 8 9 $
4 U e W
3 @ ¢ g 9 5 3
M m m:.ﬂ [ &>
R B 8 Bl e
B m = M
- M 3 g s
i .m >
: 9 B e 4
S 5 0 2
3 & S AR
i
:
R R oy Sl 0 R e e e e B e o B




R e e e

PP T I I P

WWWW

PP I AP TTA

A AT AT IS

Northern Province
Fishermen’s Co-operative Societies

Union Limited.

No. 25, Front Street, Jaffna.
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844, PT. PEDRO ROAD, NALLUR
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