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Grew up Towards The end of The eighteenth century
among Geraran Jews, and slightly later n Russia. The
FIRST peravanent Y1dish Theatre was not pounded unml
1876, when Abraham Goldraden (1840-1908) set up
a company, at prst on a swall scale, with programmes
oF songs and sketches, Then with pull-length plays of
bis own.
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acting-area is entirely surrounded
by the audience. It has been most
popular in America; among the most

Andre Villiers's Theatre en Rond de

heatre-in-the-round
A type of twentieth-century
stage presentation in which the

successful examples have been

Paris (1954), Stephen Joseph's

Victoria Theatre, Stoke on-Trent
(1962) and the Royal Exchange,
Manchester (1976)
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Medieval theatre after the disappearance of
drama in Europe at the end of the classical era, it
began to revive in the Middle Ages as a
byproduct and in certain respects an elaboration
of Church ritual. Much of this already fell
naturally into elementary dialogue for, with
responses and antiphonal singing, and one of the
regular parts of the Easter services, the ‘Quem
quaeritis', which reproduces the conversation
between the angel and the two Marys at the
tomb, came to be regularly enacted as a little
dramatic tableau.
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Roman Theatre. Theatre, or at least drama, in ancient Rome was
derived almost entirely from the Greek; whén drama proper first
replaced rough folk entertainments at the public games of 240 BC it
was with a Greek play in translation and virtually all the Roman plays
written for public performance which have survived, whether of
TERENCE, PLAUTUS,or some lesser writer, seem to be basemore or
less closely on Greek originals. The theatres in which the perfomances

took place were first of all temporary, then permanent open-air
buildings, somewhat after the Greek pattern, except that the role of
CHORUS was largely eliminater from Roman drama(or taken by a
single speaker) and so the focus of attention was on the raised stage
instead of the lower orchestra in front, which remained largely
unused. MASKS and costumes were employed, the latter in more and
more elaborate forms to help satisfy the Roman taste for spectacle.
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Chinese Theatre The origin of drama in China goes back at
least to the sixth century A.D. The characteristic farm of tradi-
fional chinese theatre is a drama in nuberous short scenes,
partly spoken, partly sung and partly mimed. It is pl with a
virtually no scenery, but with a great variety of symbolic props.
Most of the burden of conveying time, place and atmosphere
falls on the performers, who are trained from an early age-in
acrobalic control of their bodies and acquire in addition a wide
range of conventional gestures.

The matenal of the plays is mainly drawn from traditional stories,
legends and haamr}r and is familiar to the majority of the
audience.
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Centres dramatiques
A group of five state-supported
provincial centres for the
theatre set up in France
between 1947 and 1952 to
counteract the increasing
centralization of theatrical
activity in Paris..
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Abbey Theatre

The most famous
of Dublin theatres
and centre of the Irish

Dramatic Movement

founded in 1899 by

W.B.YEATS and LADY
GREGORY . The aim of the
movement was to present
Irish plays on Irish
subjects, performed
by Irish subjects.

Theatre of the
Absurd actors.
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Elizabethan Theatre: The precise form taken by the
Elizabethan PLAYHOUSE has been the subject of much
debate during the last century or so, ever since William
Poel's first attempts (1895) to reconstruct a stage setting for
Elizabethan drama approximating as closely as possible to
that of Shakespeare's own day. There wear two types of
theatre building: the public (represented most famously by
the Globe) and the private (such as the Blackfriars and
Whitefriars).
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