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THE TEACHER OF ENGLISH LANOUAGE

AND

013 EASY APPROACE 70 IT.

B, [NGLISH - the international
language needs no intor-
duction of its importance
. since a speaker of this lingua ~ franca
receives the honour of being a citizen
of the world. Under the colonial rule
in Ceylon, English was a language for
profession, It was the sole prerogative
of a privileged few. Only the wealthy
children had the opportunity of receiving
English education.

A new scheme introduced recently
in the education system of Sri Lanka
has brought a remarkable change and
English is being given importance. The
making of English a compulsory second
language in the School Curriculam offers
equality of educational opportunity for all,

English during the British rule was
learnt for the purpose of seeking a job.
It was also regarded as an optional
language by many. English as an optional
subject, and a key to advancement in
position, never proved so fruitful. Instead,
a few persons of some financial standing
were able to obtain priority in the Eng-
lish education. Rural children suffered
the panks of discrimination. For them,
English was a subject beyond their reach.

-38-

To bridge this gap, the State declaring
English a compulsory secondary language
at the secondary education level was
welcome. Compulsory education affords
ample oppertunities to everyone to follow
the same system of education.

Urban or rural, rich or poor, children
of all classes and creeds have been placed
on par to learn English from Grade VI
onwards from 1972. Thus the process
leads the children to sit the National
Certificate of Education Examination with
no discrimination. The same Syllabus is
followed in every school or institution.
The candidates answer the common paper,
There is equality of opportunity in, Edu-—
cation.

““Compulsory” and ‘‘equality” are the
two vital factors which require much
thought of all educationists concerned in
the teaching of English. If then, what
steps are being taken to improve the
learning of this language! How could.
Ceylon achieve this end? Nation which
speaks english and considers it as its
language for its common use, common
vehicle of expression do not face prob-
lems. But ours is a country where Sin-
halese and Tamil are the dialects spoken -
by the majority. Only a very small frac-.



tion of the population has a fair know-
ledge of English. Therefore the question

arises how this introduction could be of

success?

Hence we pause for a while to think
wisely how the child learns the mother
tongue. Does it require much effort by
the teaching staff? Why not we apply
the same process, methods and patterns
to teach English too. Presently, all edu-
cationists profess the view that experiene
is ‘education. This philosophy could be
- applied to teaching of English as well.

While examining the child, we find
that the normal sequence of learning of
the child in the home has the following
characteristics:-

1. The child observes and listens to

others when they speak.

Speech follows listening and obser-
vation.

-Speech by imitating others.
There is constant repetition.

Natural motivation because the
child has to learn to fulfil its needs.

There is free expression.

The foregoing situation prevalent at
home should be created in a school or
classroom. There too a teacher is baffled
with another problem. A child by the
time it comes to school knows some
words and sentences in its mother tongue.
It thinks in that medium, understands
and expresses in the same mother tongue.

It is not the aim that Ceylonese
should speak English as Englishmen do,
but understanding is the goal. The most
fundamental aim of teaching English as
a compulsory second language would be
achieved if the learner is able to gather
informatton in English with a view to

39—

enriching his knowledge. It is a must
to understand written words, read an
unvoiced communication, maintain accep-
table standards of pronunciation and the
child should be able to write. atleast
simple grammatical English. Our object
should be to train pupils in the four
skills of:~ (1) understanding. (2) Speak-
ing. (3) Reading. (4) Writing. we teach
whose mother tongue is not English are
engaged in this task. Our speech organs
become accustomed to. make the sounds
of our mother tongue. These naturally
differ in some important |respects from
the sounds of the other languages, It
requires much physical practice and
patience to acquire preficiency in the
sounds of a foreign language.

A teacher’s position is that a person
teaching when he is meditating between
another person and his world. To mediate
is to be instrumental in another person
experieneing of his world and in his
search for meaning. The special aspect.
of the mediating function may be:-

1. Participating with an individual
or group in clarifying or other-
wise improving guidliness for select -

ing opportunities for experience.

in
or

Serving as ‘a model
sonal transactions, otherwise
fostering educative  interaction
among peers and pupils of other
age groups.

interper--

Helping an individual or group to
use time, space, equipment and
materials.

The teacher is both a creator and
one who expects creativity in others, He
is a guide, a modernizer, an example,
searcher, counseler, creator, an authority,
an inspirer of vision, doer of routine,
breaker of camp, story - teller and actor,



facer of reality and an evaluater. The
teacher has abundance of ‘opportunities
to be creative in the way he deals with
all of these changing conditions. The
products of the teacher’s creativity is
‘‘opportunities™ for individuals and groups
to experience and learn. He also plans
ideas encouraging untapped human resou-
recs to come to their own in human
relations. The teacher should be new to
himself. He is sourrounded by rawness,
-new informations, new inventions and
new problems. An English teacher, bear—
ing in mind his position ag said before,
should adapt himself to the changing
situation and execute his mission,

The best way forseen could be by
natural method. He then should follow
the mother ~ tongue precess and abopt a
practicable method in transporting the
‘children to this language experience. It
is anticipated that a child in such a
natural situation would learn anything.
If them, can a Ceylonese child find an
english environment? This is possible
when a child s put in the english home.
Even in doing 80, the child which had
already accumulated the mother tongue
will be muddling up the motivation. The
child also will be induced, at a preli—
minary stage in the atmosphere of its
mother - tongue. Instead of using a class—
foom, a well planned english onvironment
with a few westernized species, a chalk,
a black or colour - board, the English
teacher may set himself on a task ex-
perimenting this project method by
establishing a co-operative tuck - shop,
a home, a garden, a post-office, a rail-
way station, etc.- He may not contact

~40-

the real thing itself at certain stages.
Yet he can represent vividly some kind
of vacarious teaching materials. It will
be quite confusing the students to use
several concepts presented at once. They
should be built up in sequence based
on the natural structure and learning
ability.

Labéling articles could help both the

 teacher and the child a great deal. The

child observing a referent may form a
concept and develop a sensory immage.
He perecives the object and its name
and forms a concept. The teacher also
speaks out the words found in the newly

set up class-room which the children

would imitate. This is done without any
strain on the child.

The most effective kind of motiva-
tion is that which develops within a
child when he begins to get a vision of
real thrill and excitement. A dramatic
performance by a teacher would ensure
this quality in a child. Colourful draw-
ing and handling such articles may en-
hance a childs experimenting ability. .

Ali the time, the children should be
allowed very free from interference. The
teacher may only help a child when it
makes errors in speech, deeds and per-
formance. He should not crt'eate an im-
pression in the child’s mind ?hat he
corrects it. In learning experience, a
teacher would be successful when a studexgt
opens his senses, so to speak an.d lets it
«IN”. There the child is receptive. The
more receptive he is the more he learns.

M. ARUMUGAM,
(Final Year.)
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For oll your requirement in
Printing & Staticnery

Pleace Contact

| @aﬂwlic .@ress |

Batticaloa.

EQUIPPED WITH THE LATEST
AUTOMATIC MACHINES

NEAT & QUICK JOBS AGSURED

No. 18, Central Road, BATTICALOA.

-

L CATHOLIC PRESS, BATTICALOA.
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