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14-6-1948. D.C. T.R.74/A.

TRIAL,

Mr. Adv.Kanaganayam with Mr.Adv.Vanniasingham in
structed by Mr.S.Cumarasuriar for the plffs.

Mr.Eliathamby for the 2nd deft.
Mr.Navaratnarajah for the 3rd and 4th defts.

Mr.Adv.Kulssingham instructed by Mr.S.T.Nadarajah for
the 5th,6th and 8th defts.

Case settled All. parties in this action agree to the terms
of settlement to be entered herein-after. It is also agreed that
Somasundara Kurukkal Kanapathy lyer, Somasundara Kurukkal
Vairavanatha Kurukkal, Somasundara Kurukkal Sanmugasundara Iyer
and Somasundara Kurukkal Thiagarajah Iyer be added as defts. and
their consent be obtained for these terms. In the event, however, of the
abovementioned four persons or any one of them declines to consent to
the said terms any rights granted to such persons by this decree are to
be null and void and of no effect. The terms of settlement are that de-
cree be entered declaring the Kumbalavalai Pillaiyar Temple standing
on the land called Kumbalavalai, which according to the 3rd deft. is also
called and known as Kumbalavalaipathi and other parcels, and the tem-
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poralities of the said temple are a Hindu public religious trust in terms of
the Trusts Ordinance No.9 of 1917; the sons of Manickavasaga [yer
Somasundara Kurukkal by his wife Nagammah, daughter of Ramalingam
lyer Suppiar viz. the 5th and the 6th defts in this case and the
abovementioned four persons viz. Somasundara Kurukkal Kanapathy
Iyer, Somasundara Kurukkal Vairavanatha Kurukkal, Somasundara
Kurukkal Sanmugasundara Iyer and Somasundara Kurukkal Thiagarajah
lyer are declared entitled to be hereditary officiaiting Brahmin priests
of this temple and to officiate as such; it is further declared that donors
of lands to the temple or the deity thereof during their life time and after
their life time such of their male descendants as are worshippers at the
said temple, and other worshippers designated Upayakarars as herein-
after defined on payment of an annual subscription of Rs.2/-per head
shall constitute and be entitled to have their names on the electoral roll
for the purpose of electing trustees; that the following three persons do
constitute an interim board of trustees viz. Kasipillai Thamotharampillai,
Visuvanathar Nagarajah and Ramupillai Murugesu all of Alaveddy and
shall immediately take charge of and possess the temple and its mov-
able and immovable properties until the election of a board of trustees in
October, 1948; it shall be their duty to draw up the electoral roll consist-
ing of the persons metioned above and post up such roll at a prominent
place in the precincts of the temple and to summon a meeting of those
whose names appear on the clectoral roll for the purpose of electing
trustees in October, 1948, the worshippers at this temple who annually
conduct the high festivals, special poojahs and other festival of special
and religious significance shall be the Uppayakarars of this temple; the
board of trustees shall consist of seven persons elected by persons whose
names appear on the electoral roll and shall hold office for a period of
five years and shall possess, manage and control the temple and tempo-
ralities subject to the scheme of management set out hereinafter. A
trustee shall be eligible for reelection for two further periods of fiveyears
only. The 2nd deft. shall be entitled to possess and cultivate the land
called Siththiravayal in extent 16 ladchams. P.C. situated at Alaveddy
and belonging to the temple during his life time. He shall pay and deliver
to the board of trustees or to such other person as may be nominated by
them to receive, six measures of paddy annually in the month of April
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commencing from April, 1949. This right shall be inalienable and will
not pass to any of his heirs or successors; subject to above, the temple
and all its properties movable and immovableshall vest in the interim
board of trustees till the board of seven persons is elected in
October,1948,and thereafter in the successive boards or trustees as may
be elected once in five years. It is further decreed that the affairs of this
temple shall be managed according to the scheme of management set
out herein below. There will be no costs of this action.

Sgd.
District Judge.
14-6-48.

SCHEME OF MANAGEMENT AS AGREED UPON.

The interim board of trustees shall be in possession of the temple
and its temporalities movable and immovable from this date and shall
control and manage the affairs of the temple and collect all income
save and except the income that the Brahmin priests are entitled to
according to usage and custom prevailing in this templeviz. arichanai,
abhishekam, thedchanai,offerings of rice and grains and fruits and col-
lections from kaavadi, till the election of a new board of trustees in
October, 1948, and meet all expendit ure save and except the expenses
incurred in the performance of poojahs and other rites and ceremonies
within the temple. It shall be the duty of the interim board to perpare
the electoral roll as set out in the decree and to summon a meeting of
the electors by giving notices of not less than a week by posting up on

a notice board at the temple and also by posting post cards to each of
the electors.

The board of trustees elected by a majority vote at such meet-
ing shall assume office immediately after election and shall hold office
for a period of five years. It shall be their duty to collect all incomes and
meet all expenses other than the income that the hereditary Brahmin
priests are entitled to according to usage and custom as afforesaid.
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The board of trustees may elect annualy among themselves a
President, a Secretary and a Treasurer. The Secretary shall be in charge
of all correspondance, minutes of meetings of the board, general and
special meetings of the electors, documents, deeds etc. The treasurer
shall be in charge of all income, offerings, collections,donations and
monies and items of expenditure etc. except such income as have been
reserved for the benefit of the custom as afforesaid.

It shall be duty of the board of trustees (and of the interim
board till they cease to function) to keep and maintain through the trea-
surer a proper set of account books and to have the accounts audited

annually and to post up on notice board in precincts of the temple a true
copy of the audited accounts.

No remuneration shall be paid to any of the members of the
board of trustees except for bona fide travelling expenses incurred for
any work for the benefit of the said temple.

The board of trustees shall meet at least once a month after
three days’ notice which shall be given by the secretary. Any member
of the board of trustees is entitled to convene a meeting of the board
after requesting the secretary to give due notice of such a meeting in
writing atleast five days before such meeting.

The board of trustees shall collectively and individually attend
to all matters of the said temple and shall have a personal supervision
of the conduct of all proceeding of the said temple on all important
occasions.

The heriditary priests shall perform the poojahs and other
priestly ceremonies of the temple under the directions of the trustees.
They shall maintain the custom and traditions of this temple by the
performance of at least three poojahs a day, themselves providing the
necessary provisions for same.
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In the event of the conduct of a hereditray priest being found
unsatisfactory, the trustees shall make application to court to have him
removed.

The trustees shall open an account in a bank functioning at
jaffna in the name of the Kumbalavalai Pillaiyar Temple and shall
deposit all incomes, donations ect. received or collected by the board
of trustees provided howver the board of trustees may retain in their
hands through the treasurer a sum not exceeding rupees hundred at any
one time for the purpose of meeting ordinary current and necessary
expenses. Monies so deposited in the bank may be drawn by the board
of trustees for any expense decided upon by them by drawing cheques
which shall be sighned by the President and Treasurer,or in the absence
or incapacity of the president by any other member of the board of
trustees and the Treasurer. In the absence or incapacity of the treasurer
by the president and the Secretary. '

The Board of Trustees may, in their discretion keep one or more
undial boxes in the temple premises duly secured and open the same
once a month in the presence of atleast three members of the board of
trustees and deposit the amount contained therein in the bank.

A true and correct inventory of all lands belonging to the said
temple with proper extents situations and boundaries and of all mov-
ables temporalities shall be prepared and duly signed by the board of
trustees and kept in the kalanchium of the said twmple and shall be
open for inspection by the members of the congregation on proper no-
tice being given to the board of trustees in writing. Such inventory
shall be verified and aminded, if necessary, at the end of each and
every year prior to the annual meeting of the board of trustees.

All account books and other documents, deeds and jewels and
other valuables belonging to the temple shall be kept securely in the

temple premises and the board of trustees shall be responsible foe their
safety.
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In the event of any trustee failing to attend three successive
meeting of the board without obtaining leave ofabsence from the board.
he shall be deemed to have vacated his office of trustee. When a va-
cancy occurs in the board of trustees by death or resignation or by
vacating his office as afforesaid the other members of the board of
trustees shall have power to nominate and appoint a trustee to fill the
vacancy for the unexpired portion of the five years. The board of trust-
ces shall under no circumstances alienate or encumber any of the mov-

able or immovable see original of the temple for a period not exceeding
three years.

It shall be the duty of the board of trustees to see that the elec-
toral is properly maintained and to summon a meeting of the persons
on the electoral roll a month before the expiry of their term of five
years for the purpose of electing new trustees. Notice of such meeting
shall be posted up at the temple premises and post cards posted to those
on the electoral roll at least a week before the date of the meeting. It has
been provided in the scheme for the renuneration of the hereditary priests
that they do enjoy all payments in respect of the arichanai, abhishekam,
thedchanai, offerings of the rice and grains and fruits and collections
from kaavadies subject to their providing their articles necessary for
the performance of three poojahs a day. This mode of remuneration
and the amount received by them as remuneration may be reviewed at
the expiry of a period of ten years on the application of the Brahmin
priests themselves or on the application of the then board of trustees.

The term “Board of Trustees” means and includes the interim
board of trustees so far as the same is applicable.

sgd.
District Judge.
14-6-1948.
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