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Reminiscences of
REV.FR.-STANISLAUS XAVIER THANI NAYAGAM

Rt. Rev. Dr. B. Deogupillai

There are at present only two persons living, who were companions of
Rev. Fr. Stanislaus Xavier Thani Nayagam both in St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna, and
in the Pontifical College for the Propagation of the Faith, Rome, namely, Rev. Fr.
Joseph Karunaharar and myself. Both of us were seminarians in St. Martin’s
Seminary, Jaffna, studying in the lower forms in St. Patrick’s College in the early
1930s when Stanislaus Xavier was in the Cambridge Senior Forms. Besides winning
prizes at the Prize-givings he became famous by winning the Senior English
Elocution Prize with the speech of Mark Antony in ‘Julius Caesar.’

Master Stanislaus Xavier must have had the idea of becoming a priest,
for he offered Latin as a subject for the Cambridge Senior Examination. He did not
study Tamil well in College since he was not to offer it as a subject for the Cambridge
Senior Exam. He excelled in English and studied English Literature well.

Xavier was the son of Stanislaus, originally from Delft, who had got
married in Kayts and was living there with his family. During his school days or at
the end of his education in St. Patrick’s College, Xavier lost his mother. This
probably delayed his entering the Majer Seminary in Colombo to be educated for
the priesthood for the Jaffna Diocese. In fact we were still students of St. Patrick’s
College, when Stanislaus Xevier received the Cassock from His Lordship Bishop
John Alfred Guyomar, Bishop of laffna in St Mary’s Cathedral, Jaffna, before
proceeding to St. Bernard’s Seminary in Colombo for his priestly studies. He did
his Philosophy Course there probably well. But in 1933 we heard the sad news that
Bro. Stanislaus Xavier had been asked by Bishop Guyomar to leave the Seminary.

About that time Mgr. Mar Ivanios, the Syro - Malankara Rite of Bishop
Trivandrum in Kerala, who had joined the Catholic Church, came to Colombo
looking for candidates for the Priesthood for his Diocese. Those who wished to
join his diocese had to learn Malayalam and learn to offer the Sacrifice of the Mass
in the Syro-Malankara Rite. On the recommendations of Rev. Fathers Charles
Mathews O.M.T. and T. M. F Long O.M.1., who had known Bro. Xavier well in St.
Patrick’s College, Bishop Mar Ivanios accepted him as a candidate for the
priesthood for his Diocese and sent him to Rome to the Pontifical College for the
Propagation of the Faith to do his theological studies there before ordination to
the priesthood.

When Bro. Anthonipillai Soosaipillai (future Fr. Karunaharar) and myself
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were sent to the same College in Rome for our clerical studies in September 1935,
we were very happy to find Bro. Stanislaus Xarier there. He was known there as
Bro. Xavier Stanislaus. He welcomed us and gave us all the help we needed, since
we did not know the Italian language. He was then beginning the 2nd Year of
Theology,and we started the 1st year of Philosophy. Bro Soosaipillai was called
Bro. Joseph Anthonipillai ‘and I was called Bro. James Bastiampillai, because we
had no surnames.

Bro, X. Stanislaus was ordained a priest on 19th March 1938 and
celebrated his First Mass in the Catacomb of St. Cecilia. He specialised in Christian
Archeology. For his Doctoral Thesis he chose the times and life of St. Cyprian,
Bishop of North Africa in the 3rd Century and obtained his Doctorate in S.
Theology.

During the five years at the Propaganda College, Rome, Fr. Stanislaus
perfected his knowledge of Latin and Greek and learnt the modern European
Languages, namely, Italian French, Spanish, German, Portuguese and their
Literatures. He had already studied English Literature well in St. Patrick’s College.

During the five years of his stay in Propagapda College, Rome, Fr:
Stanislaus bad no possibility of learning the Malayalam Language and the Syro-
Malankara Rite. The few Malayalam students from Trivandrum Diocese, who were
then in Propaganda College were not quite friendly with him. They treated him as
a foreigner. So when he went to Trivandrum in 1939 as a priest, he found himself a
complete stranger there. He did not know Malayalam and did not know to celebrate
Mass in the Syro-Malankara Rite and the Malabar priests in the diocese were not
quite’ friendly to him. Hence, he came back to Rome in order to obtain permission
to change the Diocese of his apostolate. Though the Cardinal Prefect of the
Congregation for the-Propagation of the Faith had known him during his student
years in Propaganda College, he would not on’ principle grant him the permission
he asked for and ordered him back to the Trivandrum Diocese. Since he had been
a brilliant student in Theology, some of his Professors and his Spiritual Father
pleaded for him with his Eminence the Cardinal Prefect who granted Fr. Xavier
Stanislaus, after his return to the Diocese of Trivandrum, permission to join another
Diocese in India, where he could exercise priestly ministry.

At this juncture, the most Rev. Francis Thiburtius Roche,Bishop of
Turicorin Diocese in S. India. camo to Fr. Stanislaus Xavier’s help. He accepted
him willingly into his Diocese. Bishop Roche at that time was the only native
Bishop of the Roman Rite in India. He has been alway a very generous and helpful
Bishop to seminarians and priests who were in difficulties.

Fr. Stanislaus Xavier began his apostolate in Tuticorin Diocese in 1939
as a teacher in St. Theresa’s High School, Vadakkankulam. He taught English and




History for five years. During this period he realized the importance of studying
the Tamil language and Literature well, which he had not done during his school
days. So, he took tuition in Tamil Language and Literature from a Tamil Pundit.

During this period probably his father died and he entrusted his only
younger sister to the care of the Holy Family Sisters in Jaffna.

In 1945 Bishop Roche, knowing Fr. Xavier's anxiety’ to study the Tamil
Language and Literature well, gave him permission to enter the Annamalai
University to do a post - graduate Course in Tamil Language and Literature. At the
University he became a close friend of the Vice - Chancellor, Prof. M. Ruthnaswarny,
who was a Catholic. It must have been probably at this time that he added “Thani
Nayagam” to his name Stanislaus Xavier, in memory of his father whose Family
name was “Thani Nayagam”

Fr. A. Soosaipillai and myself returned from Rome to Jaffna in February
1945. At that time there was a strong movement, even among the priests of
Jaffna, to add Tamil names to their baptismal names. Thus, “Villavarasingam™
“‘Mathuranayagam” etc. came to be used. Fr. Soosaipillai also changed his name
to Rev. Fr. A. Joseph Karunaharar.

In 1947 Fr. S. Xavier Thani Nayagam completed his Master in Arts Degree
at the Annamala University specializing in Tamil Language and Literature. Two
years later he obtained the Master of Literature Degree (M. Lit.)

Soon after leaving Annamalai University Fr. Thani Nayagam founded in
Tuticorin the Tamil Literature Society (TLS) to promote the publication of Catholic
Literary Works. His Thesis for the Master of Literature Degree, relating to the
study of nature in ancient Tamil Poetry, was written in English and was published
in 1971 under the title: Nature in ancient Tamil Poetry: Concept and Interpretation.

Bishop Roche of Tuticorin appreciated very much the scholarship of Fr.
Xavier Thani Nayagam and wanted him .to become a leading light among the Tamil
scholars in India and in the world. That is Why he gave him permission to travel,
whenever necessary, not only to other parts of India but also to foreign countries,
in order to make known to them the greatness of the Tamil Language and the
richness of its Literature, As the founder and director of the Tamil Literature Society
(TLS), Fr. Thani Nayagam went in 1950 on his first major lecture tour abroad
visiting the United States of America, South American Countries and Japan. In his
lectures he told the audiences that Tamil is not the language of the Hindu Religion
only, but is the language also of Buddhist, Muslim and Christian literatures and
Tamil literature contains many works which can be studied by anyone merely from
the human point of view also. During his American tour he made contact with
Universities, Institutions and Scholars who showed great interest in the study




and understanding of Tamil Literature, and Tamil Cultures since he spoke English
very well he easily won the admiration of all.

After his tour Fr. Thani Nayagam strongly felt the need of a Review in
English through which the subjects of Tamil Literature and Tamil Culture could be
made known to the non - Tamil speaking world. Hence, in February 1952 he started
the publication of the Quarterly Review “Tamil Culture” through the Tamil Literature
Society (TLS) of Tuticorrn. “Tamil Culture”, as Fr Thani Nayagam stated later with
satisfaction, “functioned as a catalyst for Tamil scholars from all over the world
and created the atmosphere and academic fellowship and friendships, whereby
the formation of the International Association of Tamil Research (IATR) (in 1 964)
and the holding of the first International Conference Seminar (in Kuala,Lumpur in
1966) were made possible”.

Bishop Roche of Toticorin, since he was nearing the time of his retirement
from the Office of Bishop of Tuticorin, gave Fr. Thani Nayagam an indult to live
outside the Diocese of Tuticorin, in order to promote the cause of Tamil Literature
and Tamil Culture, This enabled him to participate freely ‘in academic and pedagogic
pursuits. Thus in 1952 Fr. Thani *Nayagam left the Diocese of Tuticorin and accepted
the post of lecturer in the Department of Education of the University of Ceylon.

Fr. Thani Nayagam won not only the appreciation but also the admiration
of the Tamil scholars of India and other countries because of his knowledge of the
languages and literatures of other countries, both-ancient and modern, such as
Latin, ‘Greek, Hebrew, Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese and German besides
English.
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THANINAYAGAM: A PIONEER SECULAR PRIEST
Rev. Fr. N. Maria Xavier

“He was well-versed in Tevaram and Tlruvacakam as he was in the
Bible and had an English version of Rigveda which he had loaned to me for a few
days urging me to study that. It was a surprise, at that time, to see a priest of the
Catholic order reading and discussing poetry of purely religious type of the
Hindus™'

The person who gives us this information is V. I. Subramoniam, Vice -
Chancellor, Tamil University, Tanjavur. Period: the latter part of the forties; place:
the Annamalai University; and the Catholic priest referred to is Xavier Stanislaus
Thaninayagam. This gesture, which caused surprise to a Hindu and which would
have caused scandal to the majority of Catholics at the time had they known it,
offers us a glimpse of the spirit of Thaninayagam: a Christian humanist who was
open to the *saeculum”, the world; a Catholic whose Catholicism was truly catholic,
namely “all embracing”; a missionary whose goal was not to make “converts:” but
to initiate “dialogue”; a priest who endeavoured to adapt his discipleship to the
demands and needs of his cultural milieu, Thaninayagam, who anticipated in some
ways Vatican II, was indeed a pioneer priest who related himself directly to the so-
called non-sacral world.?

Such a personality could not have emerged without the solid foundation
of certain inborn and acquired qualities. He was an elocutionist who was well-
versed in the Western classics. He was a linguist who had a natural flair for
languages; it is said that the authorities at St. Bernard’s Seminary found it strange
that Stanislaus Xavier, the philosophy student, was keen to study Greek and
Hebrew.’ He was a “brilliant student in Theology.™ He was amiable, courteous
and humorous.® He possessed sincerity of emotion and modesty”.® He was
“urbane and elegant... a man of the world in the best sense”,” He had the strength
of character to persevere in the face of obstacles.®

Without these natural dispositions, the future “ambassador of Tamil’
could not have ventured into the field of culture. However, there were other factors,
too, that helped to shape the person that he later became.

He was at home with Latin, Spanish, Portuguese, French, Italian, German,
English and other European Literatures.® This enabled him to become a master of
the comparative method in Tamil researches. He could authoritatively quote from
Virgil and Cicero, Plato- and Aristotle, Dante and Daso, Oldenberg and Filliozat,
Lord Macaulay and John Ruskin, It is due to this vast and accumulated knowledge
that he could comment on Taksasila, Nalanda and Kancipuram, Mahabharata,




Ramayana, Arthasastra, Cilappatikaram and Tirukkural, Sankara, Ramanuja and
the Saiva Siddhanta Acaryars and Moghul architecture and Tamil sculpture.®

Another factor was his broadmindedness and universalism. It might be
that he was by nature open and ecumenical. But according to his own testimony,
he acquired a universal outlook at the Pontificio Collegio Urbano de Propaganda
Fide where he resided and at the Athenaeum de Propaganda Fide, the University,
where he studied. “At the Seminary where I resided and at the University where |
learnt Theology, there were students from forty-three countries. It is due to living
with them for five years (1934-1939) that I learnt to have a universal outlook”."
The Urbanian College and the University were age-old institutions. The Pontificio
Collegio Urbano de Propaganda Fide, which was founded by Pope Urban VIII in
1627 had just celebrated its third centenary-and had shifted in 1931 from the Piazza
di Spagna to the Janiculum near the Vatican.'? The centenary festivities and the
novelty of the change of site must have been still fresh in the air as Thaninayagam
entered the College.

If this outlook was imbibed in a practical way by living with students
(candidates for priesthood) from many nations, it was most certainly and
theoretically buttressed by the motto of the Pontifical College and of the University:
Euntes docete omnes gentes” - Go out (to the whole world), Proclaim (the Good
News) to all creation. The alumni were reminded often that it was their sacred duty
to carry the Good ‘News of Jesus Christ to the far corners of all the nations and all
continents.

It was also during this period that Thaninayagam turned his attention to
the study of Tamil, which led him to appreciate his mother tongue. It is natural and
normal that one begins to love one’s own language when one visits other countries
and studies other languages, cultures and literatures. In fact, such a person would
have the intellectual advantage to compare his mother tongue with other Languages."”
Thaninayagam was no exception. He became enamoured of his own language.
Besides Thaninayagam, there were seven others in Rome, whose mother tongue
was Tamil. The eight jointly formed a literary society called “Viramamunivar
Kalakam”. It offered a forum for the members to brush up the little Tamil they knew.
In addition, they gladly helped the Vatican radio to broadcast programmes in
Tamil. It was obvious that Thaninayagam was getting new insights, Ho states: “It
was during this period I learnt that if the Tamil students who go abroad were well
instructed in Tamil, they could do a great service to it.™*

It seems to me that his Roman sojourn from 35 to “39 was the period
which determined his later activities. In the first place, it was in Rome with its
international atmosphere that he imbibed the spirit of universalism which
characterised his future apostolate. It was no wonder, then, that he was fascinated

by and attracted to the secular nature of the ancient Tamil poetry and the




cosmopolitanism expressed in the poem of Punkunranar: “Yatum Ure Yavarum
Kelir , to wit “Every country is my country and every man is my kinsman”. He
would later compare this, in an inaugural address delivered at the University of
Malaya in 1962. with the attitude of Stoics whose cosmopolitanism was enunciated
thus by Marcus Aurelius (A. D. 121-180): “My nature is rational and social... so far
as [ am Antonius is Rome, but so fas as I am man, is the world”."* Thaninayagam
proclaimed on the same occasion:

“... in Tamil thought a triple loyalty is implied, one to a particular Tamil
kingdom, the second to a citizenship in the pan - Tamilism of three kingdoms, and
a third, the citizenship of the world.”*

He also emphasised that “Human Brotherhood is a concomitant concept
of universality, either- as its cause or as its result”'” and that the culture of a Tamil
enabled him to develop “the marks of gracious living and the sentiments and
attitude which make him a pleasant member of society.”'®

In the second place, it was in the same international environment of
Rome that Thaninayagam felt an initial urge'® to become an ambassador of the
culture of the Tamils. It was gradually dawning on him that a useful contribution to
his mother tongue could be made by initiating a comparative study. But then he
knew his weakness too: he had not mastered Tamil to embark on such a venture.
He must have felt ashamed that he who was quite at home with Cicero and Dante
could not fully understand and appreciate Tiruvalluvar and Kampan. However,
the little he did for Tamil, such as helping at the Tamil Service of the Vatican Radio,
gave him intense satisfaction.

In the third place, his activities in the “Viramamunivar Kalakarn™ offerred
a golden opportunity not only to learn the fundamentals of Tamil, but also to look
upon Joseph Constantine Beschi as his future model. In an article which he wrote
after more than a decade, he stated:

“Viramamunivar was an ambassador of Tamil, He communicated the
greatness of Tamil to foreigners in foreign languages; he imparted to the people of
Tamil land ideas and appreciation of other Literatures™®

This is a terse summing up of what Thaninayagam himself did in the
fifties, sixties, and the seventies.

Finally, he had started showing keen interest in things and persons
Oriental. He is said to have proposed to the authorities of De Propaganda
Athenaeum that a special section be set up for the clergy from the East. One could
surmise that he was campaigning for an Oriental Department at the Roman
University where Eastern religious philosophies and languages could be taught.
He is also said to have presented to the library of the Univers
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Coomaraswamy’s Dance of Siva when he completed his studiea.? This gesture
points, on the one hand, to the respect the young academic had for an oriental
scholar liks Ananda Coomaraswamy® and, on the other hand, to his desire to
propagate ideas related to Tamil culture and religion among non- Tamils.

The incipient “urge” in him to be an “ambassador of Tamil”was enkindled
as the young priest, now attached to the Indian diocese of Tuticorin, struggled to
learn properly the basics of the Tamil language under the tutelage of a Tamil
pundit named Guruswamy while he himself taught English and History at St.
Theresa’s High School in Vadakkankulam.

Inflamed by the desire to master the Tamil language and its vast literature,
Thaninayagam obtained permission from his Bishop to do a post - graduate course
in Tamil at the Annamalai University. He did .a thesis for the Master of Literature
degree on Nature in Ancient Taml Poetry: Concept and Interpretation. This work,
which has seen three editions and which has rightly been praised as “surpassing”
in many respects “everything that has been written so far on ancient poetry of the
Tamils”? identified Thaninayagam as a Tamil savant of irreproachable academic
calibre. At this centre of Tamil learning, Annamalai University, Thaninayagam
came into contact with scholars, politicians and men of influence. This was to be
an asset to his later labours.

It was during this period at Annamalai University that a significant event
occurred: Xavier Stanislaus assumed the name of Thani Nayagam, a family name
of his ancestors. Even though one is not sure about the circumstances surrounding
this event, one may safely say that it was a decisive moment in the life of |
Thaninayagam It was, so to say, a second baptism, the reception of which
transformed the initial “urge” of the young priest to be an ambassador of Tamil
into a “mission” and a historic “vision”. In both Judeo - Christian and Hindu
traditions, the name signifies not just® the externals of a person, but his or her
essence.” Knowing a person means to grasp the spirit or the substance of a
person. That is why name - giving rites have been embellished with customs and
ceremonies and are related to rich myths.?* By becoming Thaninayagam, Xavier
Stanislaus, heir to both these traditions, may have wished to demonstrate the
mystical and philosophical significance of his assuming a new name, namely that
his life had assumed new directions and that he had set new goals.

As a first major step of this new phenomenon, he founded in 1947 the
Tamil Literature Society in Tuticorin. Now that he was the Director of a society, he
could go out on his “mission” as an ambassador, which he did in 1950 to the
U.S.A., South America and Japan.

His dreams - characteristic of the new “personality” - were realised by

stages in the publication of the quarterly rewew, Tamll Culture % in the founding




of such associations as the Tamil Culture Society in Colombo (1952) and the
Academy of Tamil Culture in Madras (1954), and finally in the creation of the
International Association of Tamil Research. It was certainly no chance that his
endeavours filled the lacuna- in the then existing Indian Historiography, which
precluded the Dravidian dimension of the Indian Cultural heritage.”’

Thaninayagam, in his endeavour to promote Tamil, was following a
Catholic tradition starting from De Nobili in the seventeenth century- to
Gnanaprakasar and H. S. David in the twentieth.” This was a line of priest-scholars
who were not only experts in Tamil but also very fluent in many other languages.
Unlike the Tamil pundits whose sphere of influence was confined to the circle of
Tamil speakers, their views and service reached people of other continents.
However, there was a marked difference between Thaninayagam and his
predecessors. While almost all or at least most of his precursors viewed their
commitment to Tamil as vehicle for Conversion, Thaninayagam considered his
service to Tamil language and culture as good in itself and not a stepping stone to
win converts. In addition, he became “not so much as the sower of evangelical
seeds in the Tamil world, but as the ambassador of Tamil culture and literature in
the secular non -Tamil world.””® This does not mean that. Thaninayagam ever
minimised his identity as a Catholic Priest, but that he saw his mission as a witness
of Christ to the world which he addressed - directly on the plane of culture and
only indirectly on the sphere of religion. “A Christian priest, no doubt, but he was
not the proselytiser from an “alien” culture ..;”* is an apt comment. His priesthood
was never called into question. He used to appear in his “long white cassock,
immaculate, dignified™ and was addressed by his friends and admirers as ‘Father’.
His devotion to the Virgin Mary was well known. He used to preach on Our Lady
at the novenas on Wednesdays at all Saints’ Church, Borella, while he was a
lecturer at the Ceylon University.” The sight of Father Thaninayagam taking a
stroll while reciting the rosary at Valalai and Pandaterruppu evoked admiration
among many Catholics and non-Catholics alike. Vincent Cronin, an English author,
was highly edified by the way Thaninayagam celebrated the Holy Mass.** In the
view of a critical friend who knew him well, “Whatever the audience or milieu or
occasion, his identity as a Catholic Priest and a follower of Christ came through in
discreet but very real ways”.** His priestly faith was at times questioning and
doubting, but these were irected always to deepen his God-experience. His faith
was full of humility, too. He is said to have remarked that the last seven years were
a period given to him for repentance and closer union with God;** There seems to
be no doubt that Thaninayagam felt that he was called upon to become an
ambassador of Tamil as a Catholic priest. He wrote: “One day I got hold of Tirukkural
and read it loudly. As soon as I' opened the book, the first verse that I noticed was

Iruverulakattiyarkai tiruveru, tellivaratalum veru
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Twofold is the nature of the world; one is destiny for wealth and the
other is destiny for wisdom. Immediately the profound meaning of this verse
struck me. It was not the opinion of the commentators, nor a view on fate; I
realised that a Christian idea lay behind these words. I tasted the gentleness and
the sweetness of those lines. Then, too, a courage took root in me to propagate
such a literature endowed with excellence and the language that gave birth toit.
bowed with folded hands towards the Church of Jesus and to God who had given
me Tamil as my mother tongue”.* Two observations may be made here. First,
Thaninayagam, who had already set out on a mission to propagate the ideals of
Tamil culture, was “confirmed” once again in his vocation. The letter ‘4" in the
term uiGlumapgns connotes that a decision taken earlier was now being validated.
Second, he felt that no contradiction existed between being a priest and an
ambassador of Tamil to the *“secular” world. Nay, he saw his priestly mission
precisely coinciding with the ‘secular’ vocation he had chosen. This may also be
substantiated by his oft-quoted verse of Ttrumular:

“God endowed me with talents as he created me
So that I may serve him through Tamil """

The importance and centrality of his priesthood for his life and service
may be gathered from the following entry in his diary:

“All my greatness blossomed from my priesthood. The whole world
was before me but I was not put up by them.”*®

Finally we come to a vital fact that has already been pointed out by Rt.
Rev. Dr. B. Deogupillai in his Memorial Lecture on Thaninayagam.* Thaninayagam
would not have been able to realise his dreams without the active and unflinching
support of his Bishop, Rt. Rev. Francis Tiburtius Roche, Bishop of Tuticorin. The
latter, who was the first Indian Bishop of the Latin Rite in India, was a Jesuit and
was known to be a very generous and helpful Bishop to seminarians and priests
who were in difficulties”.* It was generous indeed of Bishop Roche to have
incardinated Thaninayagam in his diocese, considering the fact that,

a) Thaninayagam had been sent away from the Major Seminary in Colombo
(for no fault of his, though) and

b) after his ordination he had left the diocese of Trivandrum without prior
permission and had remained, de jure, a “clericus vagus”.

Furthermore, Bishop Roche seems to have taken a special liking to
Thaninayagam partly due to the latter’s academic inclinations and talents.

One does not know whether Bishop Roche needed a lot of persuasion on
the part or Thaninayagam to let him study at the Annamalai University.*’ But he
consented and gave him his blessing. When Thaninayagam returned from the




University, bristling with enthusiasm for Tamil, the Bishop encouraged him by
allowing him to start a Tamil Literature Society in Tuticorin. What is more surprising,
“he gave him permission to travel, whenever necessary not only to other parts of
India but also to foreign countries”.# Such support and permission were rarely
given and one cannot but conclude that the amiable Bishop was a far-sighted
patron and Church leader who understood the necessity and fruitfulness of such
a “secular” apostolate even before Vatican Il. Bishop Roche’s encouragement
became even more evident, as he allowed Thaninayagam to reside outside the
diocese of Tuticorin so that he could persue his academic mission and promote
the cause of Tamil.® Hence, one cannot assess Thaninayagam’s apostolate without
recalling the backing given by Bishop Roche just as one cannot fully understand
Fr. S. Gnanaprakasar’s toils in the first two decades of this century without thinking
of Bishop Joulain, who promoted his activities. In all objectivity, it has to be
acknowledged that the world witnessed and enjoyed the fruits of Thaninayagam’s
special secular apostolate because of the support and patronage extended to him
by the genial and broadminded Jesuit Bishop who promoted and encouraged
Thaninayagam “along the path he had chosen to witness to Christ”, namely “to
show the reflections of God’s presence in the culture of his own people”.

To complete this point and for the sake of history, let it also be on record
that it was Bishop L. R. Antony who welcomed back Thaninayagam to spend his
last years in his “native” diocese” whose religious leadership up to then, according
to some “never came to fully appreciate and acknowledge his achievernents.”*

In fine, let us conclude with the sentiments of tribute which appeared in
the Tinakaran Varamancari :

“Nobody can deny that the service rendered by Father Thaninayagam
was world- wide and had positive resonances. Though a Roman Catholio priest,
his service overflowed the boundaries of religion... Father Thaninayagam went
and promulgated the fragrance of Tamil in those places where The Tamil Kings
Raja Raja Chola and Rajendra Chola failed to set foot.”*
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