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SYNOFPSIS

The Passover ol Christ and the
human dignity

The feast of Passover is very closely linked with the
liberation of the Israglites. In the beginning it was observed
as a family celebration (Exodus 12:3-6). The eating of the
Paschal lamb was a ceremonial act. The feast of the unleavened
bread indicates the quick preparation for the journey.
Though it was celebrated as a separated feast in the
course of the history it was intergrated with the feast of the
Passover. The pouring of the blood of the lamb on the
altar was a sign of the salvation of the first born of the
israclites. The blood of Christ shed on the aitar of the cross
was meant for the salvation of the whole humankind.

The feast of Passover is being celebrated by the church
in two levels: 1) Historical
ity Sacramenial

Historically it 5 a remembrance of the deliverance of the
Israclites which was perfccted by the Passover of Christ on
the cross,

: 'Sacramemaily the church celebrates daily the Passover of
Christ in the sacrifice of the Mass.

The passover is the centre and the source of human liberation
and dignity. It is the fountain of man’s spiritual search snd
thirst. All over the world the human dignity is at stake.
The sin of slavery is spreading and increasing in every corner.
It is the Pascahl mystery of Christ which can redeem humankind
and reinstate the lost humen dignity.

Fr, J. Nichoias



The Jubilee Year and Repentence

The main theme for this year of preparation dedicated
to God the Father is repentence and reconciliation. The mind
of man is searching for a meaning in lifz=  God is the ultimate
meaning in man’s hfe, but man’s  worldly achievements and
distorted vision blind him to this fact. It is only when a
man realizes his weakness and worthlessness that he turns
to God, as we see in the parable of the prodigal son.
This son’s story is the story of every sinmer, Though the
sinner may reject him, God sends him the grace of repentence.

The present day man is so immersed in iniquity that he
has lost the sense of sin. His conscience has been unformed
or become distorted. His actions are based on personal
preferences and experiences rather than the law of God. He
has built an imposing world of technology but has bscome
eatangled in his own creations and is unable to free himself,
hence the need to turn to God for help. God in his mercy
provides ways and means for the sinner’s return. To be
reconciled to God man must repent and seek him in all
huraility, : '

As the sacrament of penance has heen instituted by our
Lord for the forgiveness of sins, it is essential that everyone
receives it in this year of spiritual renewal. While seaking
furgiveness from God we must also he reconciled to our
neighbour. Not only individual sins but sins of society (oo
must be resolved and healed. A return to God is a
precondition to such a healing.

“liss Vialet Emmanne!



Catechetieal Education and
Growth 1v Faith

Life and faith are mutually related. They are inseparable.
Hencea christiun’s life and faith are iatimately connected. St
ishn 3:16 confirms this when he says : -~He who believes
in the son has eternal life”’. Christian life simply means
living the life of Christ. Tt is a lfe experience St. Paul
beautifully describes this in Galatians 2 : 20 when he sars:
4l five now, not I, but Christ jives In me’,

The foundation for this Jife is faith We see this in
practice especially in the lives of the people who have been
close io God from Abel through Noah,  Abraham, Moses,
Mary. Apsoties and the saints. The experience of journeying
together with God exemplifies their lives, Hence religious
instruction has to meet angd fullil this life situation and
experience. It must be closely connected with one’s daily
life and not remain purely theoretical. Catechetical instruction
can he effectively done only by sharing and imparting one's
faithfilled religious living and experience with others Ou
past and present religious expericnce provide a powerfu”
incentive source foy the strempthening, growth and education
of our future chypistian life

Sr, Lomipa Paal Rajah, H. F. B



Family is a Loving Commumty

Christian family is a basic unit which is buailt on the
Word of God. This family is called to bea loving and
sharing community in the society. In the Old Testament there
were three kinds of families onamely: nuclear family, extended
family and patriarchal. They were living as a foving and sharing
community. In the New Testament we see the models of Early
Christian commurities They were living an exemplary life and
the other families also followed them. This is portrayed in
Acts 2:42-47. The Church insists that the present farnilies
are also expected to have the same qualitiss which the Early
Christian communities had in their life. St. Paul has also
wrilten about this loving and sharing commuunity in his epistles
(Gal 0:1U; Eph. 2:19). He insisted more on the family of
faith and love.

Family is like a mini chorch

In this mini church fathee, mother, and the children have
a close relationship with one another and the importantrole
to build this mini church. In order to enhance the relationship
and the important role they have to play, the couples must be
prepared well before the marriage. This family must be the
witness to christian values in the society. Further all the famities
which are journeying towards the year 2000 will have to fulfil the
aim of the church and to he the true loving and sharing
comrmunity in the sogiety,

Bro. 8. VASANTHAKUMAR
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St. Paul and Basic Christian Community

(ANPIAM)

Today the Church is on the threshold of the third
millennium  As we approach the year 2000, we are also
preparing ourselves to survey again, in an in - depth manner,
the great historical event of the incarpation of Jesus Christ.

Christianity is a way of life From the time of lesus
even up to the latter period of early Christianity, it remained
as a commuoity and not as individuals. lis aims were to
iive a life of sharing. bearing and caring. To reach its
goal, some forms of Basic Christian Community living have
emerged in different parts of our country with the name of
SANPIAM® foyeinfank), It is a genuine place for such an
¢ncounter because the members accept, reflect on, assimilate
and live the incarnated word in their local communities,
and make God's message meaningful. But today these
communities remain on the periphery and have not taken
root among the people, because a lot of challenges are
awaiting us and we are not bold enough to face them,

In making our Basic Christian Communities actively
relevant to the concerns of our people, Paul’s newly founded
communities can serve as models for the pesople who
participats in the B. C.C’ 8, and Paul himself as a model
for the prigsts, religious and others who are called fo be
their animators.

M. M. Gaapendran
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Jaffna Diocesan Pastoral Convention :
Its aim and impact

Vat. 1l after much deliberations and serious work
introduced many changes for the renewal of the Church

Even after 33 years the people in our land were not
fully attuned to realize its bensfits '

Therefore the Jaffna Church, as a forerunner to the
National Pastoral Convention, convened the Jaffna Diocesan
Pastoral Convention, on this theme towards ‘Renewal Sharing
Church.” The findings and recommendations are embodied
in the Book ‘Puthupunal® for adoption, reference and posterity.

The existing widespread yearning for better life and
peace in our country and Church can be realized only by
Renewal and Sharing through ways and methods recommended
by the conwvention.

Mr, A. S. Augostioe
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