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Reference made in the Distriet Court of Point
Pedro, on 28-7-86, presided over hy T- Jogana
than, Esquire, Disirict Judge, Point Pedro &
K. Kanapathipillai, Esquire, 5agistrate, Point
Pedro, in the presence of the members of the
Point Pedro Bar to the Late Advocate
KANAPATHYPILLAI RAJARATNAM

of Peint Pedro

S

S

We are gathered here today to remember and
pay tribute to Advocate Mr. Kanapathypillai Rajaratnam,
one of the senior members of the Bar who was
suddenly taken away from our midst on the 20th
of July 1986. The news of his death was a shock
to us, becauss he appeared in this Court on his
+ last birthday and looked to be hale and heasrty. He
was born on the 17th of July 1910 at Alvai. He
was educated at Jaffna Hindu College. Parames-~
wara College and Victoria College, where he ex-
celled in sports especially in athletics and footbsll.
He was once placed Ffirst in the one mile race.
He entered the University College, Colombo, but
after a brief stay there, he changed his mind and
entered the Ceylon Law College and passed out as
a Prector in 1942. 1n 1950 he was admitted and en=
rolled as an Advocate of the Supreme Court: of
Ceylon. He practised in Colombo znd Gampola and
was popularly ' called as ‘Gampola Rajaratnam’ to the
Litigants and ‘Gampola Raja’ to his colleagues.

After the 1958 riots he came to Point Pedro
and practised in this Court till 1968 In 1968 he re-
turned to Colombo and continued his practice there
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until riots broke out again in 1983. From 1983 he
was with us till his death.

He bad all the requisites for a successful law=
yer. He was strong in substance and polite in man=
nerss His love for the profession made him to be
helpful to his colleagues, especially to his juniorss
Many senior lswyers sought his advice on legal mate
ters and particularly in Case Law: Invariably he had
a Case Law for every problem-

I'myself had sought his advice on legal matters
when | was practising in Colombo and he was alwa-
ys ready and willing to help anyone who sought
his advice-

Apart from his kncwledge of the Law, he had
a knowledge of humanity. | understand that he had
made all arrangements for his funeral. how it should
be conducted and as to who should perform the
Funeral rights etc. HiS continuous work, knowledge
in great many things, common sense, politenessss
honesty and sincerity made him a ‘successful’ lawyer.

Our deepest sympathies goes to his beloved
wife and children His memory will always be green
in the hearts of his colleagues. As requested by
your President we . direct, the Registrar ©of this
Court to Forward the proceedings of this day to
the members of the bereaved family-

Sgd: T. Joganathan

District Judge, Point Pedro;

Spd: K. Kanapathippilai

28-8-88. Magistrate, Point Pedroy
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