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Tribute to Sinnathamby Saravanamuthu

Teacher and Social Worker

We were both teachers, both Co-operators, both
interested along with our wives, in several Social causes -
and both almost exact contemporaries, Sinnathamby
Saravanamuathu having been born a few months earlier
but in the same firat year of this century.

Sara had his school education at Jaffoa Hindu
College. He obtained the esternal B.A. degree of London
when he was & teacher at Urumpirai Hindu College
After about two years at Urumpirai Hindu he moved
to Dharmaduta College, Badulls where he tanght from
1934 to 1941. Then for the nexi eight yerrs he taught
at Manipay Hindu College and the last twelve years, ill
he retired in 1980 he was & senior teacher at Parames
wara College in his native Thirunelvely. Senior House
Master, Scout Master, and interested in the numerous
activities of this school, the boys at Parameswara looked
up to Sara master as friend, philosopher and guide.

The mid Forties were a memorial period in the
modern history of Sri Lanka, as World War II was
moving towards a peace agreement, this country too
was getting the sight of Indipendence, Meanwhile revia
-tionery changes in our Edncation and forward steps
in the Co-operative movement posed new ochallenges
to our people. It was at a time like this that Sara,
who had already moved into his native Jaffna, caught
the sprit of these changes We may suppose that his
gecond marriage in 1946 to Luxmi Devi, & woman
with a zest for social work stirred Sara to enter inbo
fresh fields of .serviee.
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Heo had already idemtified himself with the Young
Mens Hindn Association of Thirunelvely, holding 1n term
the offices of Treasurer Secrctary and President. Now
he entersd in a big way in%o the Co-operative move
ment. belpfag to make the Multi-Purpise Co-perative
Society of Thirunelvely, one of the most sueoessful
Co-operative in the North. He interested himuelf in the
Thrifs and Credit wing o' the Co-operative so as to
assist farmers engaged in market gardening for which
Thiranelvely is noed ta this day He served too for
a time as a Director of the Jufina Co-operative
Provincial Bank. His leader ship in the local Rural
Development Sooiety was an effective sappliment to his
work as one of the leading [lo-operators in what we
may venture o eall a big Co-operative suburb of the
Oity of Jatfna

Education is nof just tutoring pupils to pass exami
nations Trae education helps them to build their per-
sonality and ideals and values, It is not just kueow
ledge which pupils have to pick up, they bave to asquire
wisdom. It is a teacher who has iantereats beyond the
school’ and the class room who is likely to educate
his pupils =0 was it in the case of teacher Saravana
mutta

His death nnder tragic circumstances on July 24th
1983 was a loss to the family, to the country and to
the ideals which should take wus into the fature.
My wife, Son and T f-und some solace by calling a
few days Later-to share with his wife and children
the deep sorrow,

K Nesish M. A.
Formaliv S_e-niof fectuter in Edueation
Vaiversity of Ceyion



My, 8, Saravanamuttu . An Appreciation

Soon after I took oharge of the School, I succeeded
in persuading §wo distinguish=d teachers of Thiranel-
vely, who were teaching elsewhere, to join ms at Para-
meswara College. One wag the late Mr. N. Vythilingam
and the other the laie Mr. 8. Saravanamnttu. The
gervices of both of them proved invaluable.

Mr. Saravanamuthu’s subject was gengraphy and
he took in finite pains to kiep himcelf iuformed of
the best that was thought and said in his subject.
He also read widely and incessantly on a large number
of subjects other than geography. He was never at a
loss' in the' discassion' of any of the many subjects
that came up in the Teachers Room. They loved to
have him there.

Mr. Baravanamuthu was a good seacher, a reliable
friend and loyal colieague. He was invariably kind, soft
spoken, and tolerant. That tolerance, however, has a
breaking point and on the rars occations when that was
reached it was a terrifying sight and every body within
reach scarried fo safely. It only lasted a few minuits
and be was always the first to apologise Everybody
loved bim for that,

1t so bhappened that some years after his setire:vent
his eldest sen married my eldest caughter. We became
closer to each other tham ever before. Every nody
connscted with his family knows that he has a way
with children, They loved him as they loved nobody
elae.
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I spoke to him for the last time on the 23rd of
July. He was spending a day in the company of his
grandsons, who are also my grandsons. The talk was
all a strange mixture of badinage and wisdom and both
he and the boys were emjoying themseives thoroughly.
What struck me most was the free and easy way in
which the boys were arguing with their grand father.
Their was’nt even the slightest hint of age or self
_gonsciousness, I came away envying Mr. Saravanamuthu.

That his life should have been ended on the very
next day, by dastardly criminal protected by the state,
was 8 shock that none of us has got over The bitterness
will remain for all time.

S. Sivapathasundaram
Retierd Principal, Parameswara College,
Thirunelvely, Jaffna.
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‘A Short Account of
My, S. Saravanamuthu

I deem it a great privilege and pleasure to be
able to write a short sccount of the late Mr. S,
Saravanamuthu, popularly known as SARA., He comes
from a respectable family of four brothers, the late
Mr. Sabaratnam and Mr S, Haravanamuthu (Snr) Mr,
S. Saravanamuthn and Dr. S. Nadarajab. So Bara wag
the third whilelftwo of his elder brothers went off to
Malaysia, Sara stayed with us and had all his educa-
tion in Jafina and the University College, Colombo.
After he graduated be wae admitted to the Tulorial
Qtaff of Dharmaduta College, Badulla and Parames
wara College Jaffna, He was quite a popular teacher
and generally took an active interest im the literary
sporting and Scout activities of Parameswara Oollege
and all the previous school he had taught in.

He was really a leading member of the Thirunel
vely Young Mens’ Hindu Association; he made slasting
contibution %o the welfare of the land of his  birth,
Thironelvely and the young men of this village. His
younger brother Dr, Nadarajah and I were of the same
age and 1 remember with gratitude the services rendered
by Sara in imparting knowledge to the young men of
the village and helping the students who were backward
in theirlolaases to reach a standard, I still remember how
as a young man he was engaged in the building of
T.Y. M. H A, He with Mr. K. S. Subramaniam of
Jsifna Hindu College and others of his age engaged
themselves in sharamadana work and put up what now
stands as the T. Y. M. H. Assaciation in the heark of
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Thirunelvely. He followed the long line of distingaished
men like Dr, V. T. Pasupati, the late Mr. V.8. Kandiah
pillai in taking up dufies as secrstary and later as presi-
dent of ¥, M. H, A. for long number of years., He used
to be very proud of the fact that the T,Y.M.H.A.
is the eldest association of its kind in Ceylon. Being
closely connected with the activities of the Y.M.H. A
he looked after the Thirunelvely Hinda School and
wad one of the oldest pioneers who worked for the
progress, of this school. He brought it up to the position
n-. now ocoupies in Jaffna,

- He was deeply interested in politics and look a
leading part in' educasing the Tamil peoples touching
their political life in the couniry. SARA had no
likes and dislikes. He was opposed to cast system, and
identified himself with the activities of yarigans of our
village, Very simple and sincere in his ways he was
very popular in our district.

It is sad that one like Sara, who had lived as
an honourable man, should have come to hizs end at
the hands of an irresponciible armed services. The
Tamil people mourn his loss. At a time like this when
we are passing through deep distress it is a'loss which
caunot be replaced. Every home, every member of the
Thirunelvely village feel the family of Mrs. Lucky
Saravanamuthu and the children. While the history of
the Tamil people come to be wiitten, SARA will be
remembered as a martyr who sacrificed his life for the
Tamil cause.

Mr, S.Thambithursi
Retired District Judge, Jaffna -
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