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‘Communism ?
COE:VIN EBEDE SILVA,

B. A\, Ph. D, Barrvister-al-Taw.

T a time when the terms “Communism’ and “Bolshevism™
are being freely handied about to divert attention from the
misdeeds of a bankrupk leadership by drawing a literaily

“Yed” herring across the trail of genuine criticigm, I musk thank
the Editor of the Ceylon Daily News for sffording me the opportua-
nitiy of placing the Communist or Socialist point of view before
the public. At the same time-—Communism being a complete
and unified philosophy of social life,—1 trust that it will he fully
realised that an adequate expesifion, with all its attendant
qualifieations, of so vast a subject is impossible in the short space
of & single arficle.*
Means of Production

Hisborieal analysis proves that socioly is nof a stable entify
but a devoloping or evolving organiem subject to the process of
growth and deeay, ' A particular set of relation ships characterizes
any parbicular society and distinguishes it from those that preceds
or suceeed it. Thus the characteristic relutionships of primitive
socieby are different from those of feudalism and they in turn ftom
those of eapitalism.

Sir Henry Maine defines the change from feudal society to-
capitalist soeiety as the progress from stafus to eontract as the
basis of social relations. This is the legal aspeet. Bub as Law
ig only the definition of already established social relations it is
more important to grasp the economic change that underlies thig
process.

~ The basic factor is the ownerghip of the means of produetion.
The maintenancy of life iz based on broduction. Consequently

- the question of the ownership of the means of production is of

vital importance to sociebty. The characteristic feature of feudal
production is the ownership of the means of production by the
produeer and the appropriation by him of the produet,

* Published November 11th 1935,
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With the growth of seientific knowledge and the development
of machine fechuigue, individual possession of the fools of
production by the producer became increasingly impossible, The
producer has been divorced [rom the ownership of the means of
production. Socialised modes of production eame into being, but,
as before, the owner of the means of production continued to
appropriate the resultant product.

Thus we arrive at thuf characteristic feature of capitalist
geonomy—individual ownership and appropriation of the produect
of a socialised productive process. This contradietion itself affords
the clue to the direction of soeial change in modern society.

Basic Objective
Hrom a social point of view the resolution of this contradiet-
ion is the basic objective of Communism.

The defence ol capitalism has always been based not on ifs
moral desirability but on its achievement in expanding produetion.
The moment that justification is absent its entire posifion is
undermined.

That produetion hag expanded under capitalism is true., But
it ig today equally true that the capitalist structure has itself
ecome to be the most serious drawback to the oxpansion of produe-
tion. What is more, it is amply demonstrable that the Inherent
contradietions of capitalism have themselves developed pmi-passu
o such a point as to make it impossible even to maintain the level
of produection already attained. The League of Nations’ Ec(moniic
Survey has shown that world produetion has slipped back in 1933
[rom the 1929 level tov the 1913 level while population has
inereased during the same period.

Motive of Capitalistic
Production

The reason for this iz fo be found in the fundamenbal motive
on which capitalism is baged, The motive of eapitalist production
is private profit and not publiec use. From this derives the
noforious paradox of poverty amidat plenty, Thus we have, on
one hand, such modern phenomena as the destruction of Canadian
wheat while Chinese across the Pacific ave dving of starvation: of
cobton being ploughed in by order of government in 1. 8. A.; of
fish heing thrown back into the sea and millions of oranges being
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dumped in the deep in England while the unemployed evied for
food; of live-stock and coffes being incinerated in U.S. A, and
Brazil, ete. atie...These are examples amongst innumerable which
could be quoted, of things which have heen aetually produced
being destroved in a hunger-stricken and unemployment-ridden
world.

On the other hand we have the deliberate restriction of
production in the interests of private profit. Thus we have the
well-known world-restrietion schemes like the rubber, tin, and
tea restrietion schemes., There are many such others, official and
unofficial, on a smaller scale, Simultaneously 30 million are
known to he unemployed in the indusfrialized capitalist countries
alone, for the vest of the world no stafislies are available. For
ingtance American produetion today is only at 40 per cent eapaeiby
while there are over 10 million unemploved in the country.

Thus capitalist society has outlived its usefulness. The eapita-
list shell which was useful at one sfage of expansion of produetion
has now beecome a fetter.

Unemployment

A second evil deriving from private ownership of the means
of production is unemployment. This is bub another way of saying
that large numbers of the true productive agents, 1. e, the workers,
are denied access to the means of production, or, if you wish it, of
taking part in the productive precess. The reason can he shortly
gtated. In capitalism, labour power has become a ecommodity
bought and sold in the open market. Therefore, the owners of the
means of production would only employ workers if profit would
resulf to themselves. A maximum of output with a minimum of
labour becomes the objeetive, Thus, labour-saving deviees are
made the agents of private profit and publie misery, 1. e,, un-
employment.

Further, the search for profit creates a drive towards
Imperialism and War, Large scale capitaiist produetion requives
agaured markebs. Capitalist groups working behind the veil of
Nationalism compete for the monopely of markets the world over.
Thus ariges the seareh for colonies which under modern eapitalist
conditions afford the only assured markets. Within these Imperial



houndaries the confrolling ecapitalist organizafions establish
monopolies by way of farifl preferenees, guotas and such like
restrietions.

Imperialism A War-Process

This is the process known as Imperialism which ifself is,
elearly a war-proiess howsoever it may be disguised. This in furn
contains the seeds of a wider tragedy. RExpanding Imperialisms,
ever in search of wider monopolistic markets, inevitably elash.
Thus the local tragedies of colonial wuars merge into the world
tragedy of modern Imperialist war.

So much for capitalism. It is elear on ths ahove analysis that
the main contradiction of eapitalist society is itself the eause of
the manifold evils that afflict the world today. I{ this contradie-
tion can be resolved, the resultant svils, so clearly traceable fio it,
would digappear. This is what communism sets oub to achieve.

The problem is solved if the product of socialized industry is
socially appropriated. The essential means to this is soecial cwner-
ship of the means of production, distribution and exchunge Thus
the problem of unemployment is solved becanse the produeer has
free access to the means of production; the problem of overproduec-
tion ceases to exist beeanse produetion will be condifioned only
by actual human need and not by the desive {or profit; the expan-
sion of production will directly redound to the benefit of all
instead of to the profit of a tew and the misery of the many. The
achievements of seience will from now on contribute to the real
happiness of mankind by affording that eomfort, leisure snd
freedom to develop ifs culture which to date has been the preserve
of a few. Imperialism and imperialist war will disappear with the
causes bhat guve them birth. Mankind will advanee to a higher
stage of development ingtead of receding again into that confused
and primiftiye tribalism from which it once emerged. Mankind
will move from pre-history to history.

The Class-War

Above all, that class-war which is the curse of mode¥n eapita-
list sociefy will then inevitably disappear, The economie basis of
capibalist society, which has already been illustrated, has very
definite social repercussions, Capitalist society has been of
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necessity divided into two classes which witimaiely cut across all
diyisions of easte, colour and ereed. Those are the classes termed,
on a sbriet analysis, the:bourgeoisic or capitalists and the
proletariat or working elass, i. e., the owners of the means of
production and the possessors of labour power, These olasses have
essentially anfaganistic interests, for the wages of the one come
from the profits of the other or, rather vice versa. And this will
last till the abolition of capitalism, It is this confliet which so
demonstrably exists and which the eapitalist system has created,
that communists are accused of forging anew on the anvils o}
Moscow. 1t is nob the least monstrons paradox of today that those
who seek the abolition of the evil are supposed themselves to
create the evil,

New Set of Principles

It is elear that the achievement of Communism thus in itgelf
constitubes a revolution inasmuch as it implies the substitution of
a Soeciety hased on one set of principles by a Society based on a
different set of principles, It is sebbing an inverted pyramid on
its base or setting human idealism, which has hitherto stood on its
heuad, on its feet.

How this revolubion is to he accomplished is a pure question
of method. At a fime when Constitutions are being changed over-
night Communists or Soceialists cannob eonfine themselves to any
parbicular method. They ean only say two fhings. On the one
hand mefhods must be determined by cireumstances. On the

; . other, history teaches us that no clags has abdicated from power

Yoluntarily. Force has been the midwife of every old soclefy
pregnant with the new. All that can be said is that historieally
the ruling class in every decaying society has clung to its waning
power bill forsibly flung off by the remorseless pressure of his-
forieally engendered forces.

Communism is thus hoth a method of thought which dictates
& mode of uction and a practical ideal towards which that action
is directed. By its sbudy of the historical process and 1its appliea-
tion of the lessons derived thersfrom it seeks to help society in its
own movement towards that goal of soeial and economic equality
which is the essential basis for the progress of mankind,

.
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Lanka Samasamaja Party

2ND ANNUAL CONFERENCE
18th Deeember 1937

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

DELIVERED BY
; Dr. COLVIN R. DE SILVA.
Comrades,

Barely two years have elapsed since the Lianka Samasamaja
Party was inaugurated. During the shorf period we have nob
only grown rapidly in power and influence we have acknow-
ledgedly developed into the only organised and diseiplined
political foree in Qeylon. Accerdingly, I am proud ta be honoured
for the third suceessive ocession with the respongibility of being
your President.

tis indeed a responsibility to be your leader. The day is
long past when polities were the dilettante’s pastime. Modern
politics demands sustained thought and unceasing vigilance,
Hepeetally is this so with those who hold such a ereed as ours.
The object we have placed before us is nothing shorb of the
greafion of a new soelety based on principles completely antithe
tie to those whish underlie the soeial structure in which we live
Those principles are neither peculiar to us or new, but constitute
the ereed of a powerful international movement. Such being the
ease it behoves us to look to wider horizons than those of cur
litkle Island and constantly fo place our little local destinies in
the getting of world events and tendencies.

These be stirring times in whieh we live. None will deny
that it is a period that is unusually fateful with the future. In the
years that lie immediately ahead there will inevitably he decided
the vital political issue that will decide the character and elimate
of human existence for centuries to come. That issue iz the issue
hetiween deecaying Capitalism and rising Socialism,

I say decaying Capitalism advisedly. The system termed
Capitalism that has dominated the world unchallenged for such
a length of time is today visibly in decay. There may be those
to whom thig statement comes as a surprise. Has there not bee

.
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in recant years it will be asked, a recovery of the system which
proves ifs unsuspected resilience ? That is indeed so. The world
hag admittedly elimbed ouf of the trough cf depression to the
crest of a deceptive boomlet. There has been even a partial
resurgence of economic hope. Yot sober analyis wiil lay bare the
decaption. There has been an ineresse in produetion but—un-
employment continues. There has been a rise in prices—but
engineered by restriction schemes both voluntary and eompulsory.
There has been business recovery—but largely dependant on
unproduetive armament expenditure. On such an unstable basis
hus been staged the so-called reeovery of Capitalism. Who can
doubti that when the next depression comes—and it is perilously
near at hand already—it will surpass even the last in its devasta-
tion and consequent misery.

So that our analysis remains as true as ever, Capitalism has
not only reached the limits of its developement, but already, so to
speak, furned in upon itself. This system so admirably designed
to expand the productive eapacity of the world has by reason of
ifs inherent econtradictions und dependance on the profit motive
proved ubterly incapable of utilising that eapacity actually to
produce in a manner to satisfy the needs of the masses. That is
bhe paradox of ‘poverty amidst plenty', mere correatly stated as
‘poverty amidst potential plenty.’

Within this deeaying organism, nevertheless, ave the very
seeds of future growth. 1t is Capitalism itsell that has created
the basis of the Sceialist world to be; and within Capisalism if
self has grown that class which will be the instrument of destruct-
ion of the system that gave it hirth as also the agent of the
creation of the new and more rational soeiety that will at last
enable mankind to rise to its full stature. I refer of course to
the working elass that has already captured for itself one-sixth
of the habitable globhe and will surely eapture for itgplf the rest.
It swill not therefore surprise you that I contraposs decaying
Capibalism with rising Socialism,

Yet, let us not deceive ourselyes with illusions of inevitability.
There is nothing inevitable in the historical process except there
be the organised will of human beings to mould it to their aims.
There can of course be no Capitalism, that will not tend to dis-
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rupbion whatever the veformists may say; but if that disruption
is to end in Socialism instead of black veaction there must be
gonvinead Hoeialists who will courageously work to ensure it.
That is the vesponsibility whieh history casts on us—and the
post-war period has underlined the lesson with the fateful failure
of the German and Chinese revolutions. 5

Conseious thus of our destiny let us face the current situabion
realistieally. We who are Socialists know the path the world
should tread. Bubt not %ill we have spread that koowledge far

and wide will that path be taken by humanity, Besides{,iti’?g-

veplacement of deeaying Oapitalism with a more reasonahble snd
lmmane sysbem is necessarily a slow process. In the meantime
vast masses of humanity undergo the needless suffering that in-
exorably accompanies the decay of a system which most of them
do not even understand.

Tt is not therelore strange that this is an age of confusion
and frustration, Indeed, the helpless state of the contemporary
world beggars deseription, Outside the confines of the U. 5. 8. R,
life bas become to most an Odyssey of meaningless suffering.
The dominant contemporary emotion i that of despair, as is
demonstrated by the rise in the suicide rate throughout the
world. Amidst it all, deelining Capitalism has assumead the
monstrous shape of Fascism, '

Lt thers be no mistake aboub the true nature of this con-
temporary phenomenon, Fageism does nob represent the emer-
geney of a new and antithefieal system to veplace the old,
Fascism is Capitalism with the gloves off—and even the gloves
were dirty enough. Capitaliem in expansion developed in its
monopolistic phase into imperialism; now in its decadence it
assimes the formm of Paseism. HFascism is Capitalism that em-
ploys nake® insfead of masked foree. The characteristic figure
of developing Capitalism is the policeman even us the true
representabive of Imperialism is the soldier—the proper symbol
of Fascism is the thug. For Faseism is Capitalism conseciously
and unserupujously organiged to perpetuate itself and the
dominaney of ifts principles. The mere affixing of & new label
does nob invalidate the analysis.

g g



1t follows that it is as true as ever that the only sysfem that
is antithetical to Capitalism, whether in its Faseizt or bourgecis
democratic [orm, is Bocialism. [t is as well to remind oversslyes
of that faet at a btime wiien many a red herring is sought to be
dra wn across the trail of fruth in the name of Soeial Jurtise and
other un'deﬁped but aetively propaguted obscurities. The issus
is not bbbween Capitalism and Hasoisin or Temoeracy and
Dictatorship: the issue is between Capitaliam and Soeialismi,
In that framework completely fall the lesser rivalries and eon-
Hicts that litter the swworld of politieal eontroversy.

“Bugh being tha basic alignment of world forces, let us assess
the eonerabe situation, Only a fool would deny that Faseism is
today in full flood, Largs portions of Hurope and Asia are
already ground under the Faseist hesl. Much of the remainder
is tending similarly as threatened Capitalism becomes increasingly
dongeious of itself. And accompanying the spread of Faseism hag
grown the speetre of War.

The gecond Impervinlist World War alveady looms over the
world with an imminence that overshadows all else. Mankind
is desperately in seareh of peace; wvel such is the remorseless
destiny of Imperialism th this very search ig being harnessed
o ereate the payehology fthat wir demands, BSuech are the para-
doxes thab the confradietions of Capitalisin generate.

Why is war imminent it a world that thirste for peace ?
The answar does nof lie 1n the insatiable ambilion el evanescent
dietators. It lies rather in fhe inavitable trends of World forces.
Capitalism in its insensate search for markets partitioned the
world inte rival Imperialisms. Today, with the rape of Abyssinia
by Italy, the process of partition is complete, Bub the pressure
for expansion within sach Imperialism is beyond the possibility
of restraint. Capitalism, whether in its Imperialist or any other
form, must expand or burst. It is immaterial to Capitalisty
that the system must anyjiow come to grief, It is sufficient for
(lapitalism fo postpone the inevitable day.

Butb the drive to expansion in a fully parbitioned world leads
direet to Imperialist World war. There being no obher direction
in which to expand, Imperialism must clash against Imperialism

in mortal combab to rapartition the world The process has
already begun,
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During the world War the weakest link in the Capitalist
chain, Russia, gave way beneath the strain. Today the weakest
contemporary Capitalism, China, isg falling u prey te predatory
Imperjalist adventure. That is the explanation:of the Chinese
situation. Tt is nof that Japanese Imperialism is unnaturally
rapacioug, it is that Japansse imperialismm hus no other more
convenient direction in which to expund. Her frade drive, based
on the intensive exploitation of a berrorised population, hroke on
the rocks of prohibitions, quotas and trade restrictions. Peaceful
geconomic penetration proving impossible, she is {oreed to capture
new monopolist markets by sheer physical fores, Aund it is
oharacteristic of Capitalist hypoervisy that every obher Imperialism
in the world, whom Japan is only bhrazenly imitating, should
hold up ite hands in horror at its aggressively apt pupil.

Japan ig only flagrantly illustrating that the ultimate sanction
of Imperialism is foree. Yet, to those who will look honestly,
no such illustration is necessary. Blood flows freely today in
Palestine even as it does in China, The difference is the difference
between an imperialism on the defensive and Imperialism on the
offensive, Japan bombs the Chiness to gefi what she would keep:
Britain bombs the. Arabs to keep what she has got. Both do it
in the name of peace—and, what is more, in the name of God,
There i8 a curious parallel between General Matsua's declaration
that God brought the Japanese lo Shavghai and our new
Governor's dietun that the British Empire is the product of a
divine plan. One thing is clear anyhow; hoth gentlemen un-
conseiously aceept that God is on the side of the big battalions.
In the light of thiz philosophy, it is not strange that every eountry
in the world is arming to the limit of its capaeity.

The British Empire oo has entered ths armamenf racs.
The burden of that expendifure must ultimately fall on us too.
As subjects of the British Empire we would therefors do well
to arrive at some astimate of the posjtion of the British Empire
in the present world situabion.

The British Hmpire is the oldest and still the most powerful
Empire in the world, Bubt her ralative position has grown
weaker, Her far-flung system of communieations is threatened
ab poink after vital point by the newer and younger [mperialisms
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whose rise to power has increasingly oocupied the atbention of the
post-war world. Hven as she is bthreatened from without she
is algo beginning fo disintegrate [rom within, The rising tide
of the eolonial movement for fresdom has had many an overt
exprassion in various parts of the Hmpire within the last few
years. Thus precscupied with herself, the British Hmpire has
not been able to play that decisive part in world polities to which
the past has aceustomed us.

Indead, throughout the world the British Empire is on the
defensive. Her vole in every orisis is very muech that of the
lawyer—tha continued adjusbment of recurring differences while
always congerving the interests of one's own olient, Master of
the richest portions of the habitable globe, she has liftle to gain
by war and all to lose. She is what is termed popularly a sabed
Imperialism, though in fact there is no point of satiety for any
Traperialism. Accordingly Peace has become her interest—and
she serves the ocause of her interest as always with aposfolic
fervour. Mr, Anthony Eden trots from eonfeience fo conferanes
in immaoeulate elothes and with immaculate words. Bub in the
light of Britain's new armament programme the world is
inoreasingly aware that the voice fthaf hreathes through Eden
has the tone of eonscious might.

Olearly, the peaca that Britain seeks is not moral buf
legalistic. She conceives of peace not as the outecome of a system
that enthrones economie and polifical justice, bub as iteelf a
system embodying a balaneed relationship between respective
syetems of organised force. The wolf is fo lie down with the lamb;
all Imperialisms weak or powerful (and Britain is the most power-
ful of them all) ave to live at peace with esch other: bubt within
such Tmperialism the svolf is to eonbinue, as always, to devour the
lamb, It is within such a conception of Peace alone that the
gpeeches of My, Hden snd the bombing expeditions in Palesbine
and on the Nor_th Waest Frontier ean be permanently reconciled.

It is of such an attitude that has bein born the monstrous
farce termed mon-intervention, Non-intervention is a typically
British produect that is being vended in the international market
with characterisbic British galesmanship. We had partial non-
intervention in Abyssinia and complate non-intervention in the
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Baar; we have so-ealled non-intervention in Spain and as yelb,
watchiul nen-intervention in China. In every ease British
influence has bsen the decisive factor. That influence has always
apernted on the basis of sell-interest. Non-infervention ig the
policy so long as British infieresisure not too divechly threatened.
There is a magical change when it is otherwise, iz was proved in
the case of piracy in the Mediterranean,

In any event, we who are Boeialists eannot he decsived. So
long as the U. 8. 8. B. exists an assaunlt ou the Socialist citadel
mush ever present itsalf as necessary to her Capitalist neighbours.
Threatened from within and without they may ally themselves for
the final. holoecaust the ultimate outeome of which none ean
precisely prophesy. Will the international working class move-
ment go under and the world recele into the darkness of
desolation ? Or will it econquer ard so lay the busis of the only
system in which pesce is inherent? For only in the Soecislist
world ean peaes be possibls.

There are not lacking signs that the answer will be favourable.
It is true thab bhe working clags movement has suffered severs set
backs in many countries. It is crushed in Germany and almost so
in many other countries. Bub theve are signs of a resurgence in
Ifaly and of possible dominance in the Franes of the Popular
Front. Republican Bpain econtinues fo resist, and Chinese
registance has shown unexpected guality, Admittedly the invader
ig in Nanking; but China ecannot be mopped up like a puddle and
there is o gignificant absence of news from North China whars the
erstwhile Chinese Red armies are operating. In India the rising
mass movement has placed Congress in office, and alfthough
Congress in offica, not being a diseiplined Soclalist organisation, is
already showing signs of barren Congtitubionalism, nevertheless,
the workers and peasants movement, impabient of hesitant leader-
ghip, is beginning to develop on new and bolder lines, Egypt has
won formal independence and so also the Phillipines. There is
revolt in Morocco and rebellion in Palestine, The oppressed
masses within the various [mperialisms are showing signs of
inercased consciousness. Aboveall the U. 8. 8, R. goes from vietory
to vietory in production,

The plage of the U, S, 8. R. in world polities is heyond ordinary
importance. Ifis to her that the international working class
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movement ulbimatly looks for the conerete exemplification of the
hepe thab animates it. Every rige in the standard of living in the
U 5.8 R, every vietory under her suecessive five year plans,
every little growth in her velative strength, infuses into the
oppressed of the world fresh courage fo continue tha despevate
struggle in which they are engaged. For on her every action
depends the nearing of the day when a Socialist world, released
from the threat of war and want, can bend its ensrgies unhampered
to the task of finally making man the master of circumstance

When we turn nearer home to this our iittle island, it will be
seen that this preliminary survey of the world situation is
essenbial to a proper understanding of events in Ceylon ifsalf.
Byery world frend also manifests itsslf here in keeping with loeal
eireumshances. The growth of the International Soeialist Move-
ment roflects itself in the vige of the Lanka Samasarmsia Parby,
even as the increasing self eonsciousness of Capitalism is reflected
logally in the many manifestations of incroasing cooperation
amongst our losal Capitaliste. The basically Fascist trend of
British Tmperialiam is locally exemplified by the steadily ineroasing
Police interference in strikes The Bracegivdle affair indieatbed,
through the “Times’ newspaper, the gource from which Fascism
in Ceylon will find ity main strength, namely Buropean
Planterdom ; even as the upsurge of masg protest during the same
incident and in the Dowhiggin demonstrations showed that there
are vagh reserves of sfrength to bs tapped for the cause of freedom
in our toiling masses,

Frightened by the growth of popular fesling our local Capita-
lintis and land owners with the remnants of decaying Feudalism
are turning steadily fo their natural allies, the Imperialists. The
naburg and constitution of the Town Hall Meeting against Tax
inereases, coupled with the rising volume of protests through the
capitalist “Daily News” uagainst Social Serviee expenditurs,
patficularly for edneation, affords suppert for this contention.
It proof be necessary, the Msmorandum bo the Secretary of 5 tate
thus has resnlbed from the Toga Hall Mesting provides it. Anyons
who reads intalligently even the carefully worded extracts thab
hayve been published will see bthat the Memorandum is directed
not 30 much agsainst Taxabion as against the Universal Franchise,
Tha pressure of the masses on the State Council is heginning to
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produce results which are already proving distastelul $o the ruling
clagses of Ceylon. The answer sought to be given by Cinnamon
(ardens is nob concession but repression.

How has this situation eome about? Despite the rotund
phrases of pampered propagandishs, every fact points to the depths
of rural and urban misery. No doubt,” thers hag been a parbial
return of prosperity with the improvement in fea, rubber and
coconub prices, Buf the benefits have not been so widespread or
go sufficient as genuinely to relieve the weight of poverty on fhe
mags of our population. Unemployment is still wideapread and
under employment general. The rise in world prices has depressed
the standard of living of urban workers, for wages have lagged
pehind prices. That is the explanation of the rising wave of
apontaneons skrikea in Colombo and outgide, Af the same time the
extent of rural misery is being steadily reflected in the growing
volume of protest and complaint from every part of the counbry
that reaches the correspondence columns of our vernacular news-
paper the “Samasamajaya’’ Lven the plantation labourers are
gatting congeious, and pianterdom is preparing with repression
against the anticipated day of fafe.

Tn this situation the ruling classes of Ceylon are organising
themselves. The whife lords are seeking, us in India, for brown
allies, and find them readily in our landowning and foudal
olements. Negotiations are going on behind the scenes befiween
the Britishers and ecerbain of our land-owning leaders; and that
fact has bto be read togebher with the reeent proposal in the
Buropesn Association to found a so-called Moderate Parby. The
basis for common organisaftion is baing provided by the abtack on
the universal franchise,

The growing volume of mass protest has alarmed our ruling
classes, and the responsiveness of even the present State Couneil
to arganised mass pressure hag seared them. The instrument by
which that pressure cau be regularly and legally exercised, even if
rapressive legislafion comes, is the universal franchise, You may
forhid the right of public masting and profest, bub so long as the
universal franchise remains there is always bthe possibiliby of
expressing protest by the type of representabives sent to Couneil,
Beasides, so long as the (ouncil is answerable to a popular electo-
rate, repressive legislation would not be easy, while recourse for
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that purpese to the Governoy's speeial powers would too readily
brand represgive legislation for the thing it is. Imperialism in
Ceylon still requires a lberal fucade and also ab least to preserve
appearances.

Therafore, the initial atfack has to be directed against the
univerzal franchige. Iz abolition would clear the way to repres-
sive legislation designed to throttle the growing mass movement
and to remove its leadership. Ienece the defence of the universal
franchise’ has becoming a pressing neeessity, and it will be our
duty in the coming year to teach our people the danger with whieh
they are faced,

There is, however, more in it than that: The universal
franchise is not an end itself, but a means to an end. Though
Boecialism ean alone fulfil the needs of the masses, as things are,
it is only through the aniversal {ranchise that the musses ean for
the present wring any concessions whatsoever from their oppres-
sors, The Capitalist and land-owning, and feudal eclasses know
this well, and hence the beginnings of organisation among them.
The important guestion is what the masses are to do in the face ol
thig growing threat, '

The answer is both simple and chyious, The masses are not
Bocinlist, bub they are liberty loving and demand an improvement
in their condition. That fact should afford the busis for aetion.
Clearly a United Front of all avti-Imperialist elements was and
ig the need of the day, and I do not doubt the masses realise if.
The difficulty lies elsewherse. Moved by a realization of the need
during the last year we made an honest and sustained effort to
work a United Front with the go-called Labour Party, The effort
has failed as it was sabobaged by the acknowledged leader of this
so-called Party,

On this matter the ubmost frankness is necessarv. We have
never over-estimated the Labour Party, nor on the other hand
under-estimabed it, To begin with, ws know that its trumpet-
blarves of self-advertisement only hide the lack of any real
organisation. A Labour Party that needs to have recourse to
governorial patronage is really conlessing te bankruptey of
influence Its ideas of organisation are so primitive as to be con-
fined to the recruitment of handy allies in the State - Couneil who
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rapidly fall away at any little crigie It is nob'enough bo administer
an oulh, it is neeesgary to choose the right material to whom the
oith is to be ndminiatered. It is notk, thevefore, strange that the
Labour Party has reverted to its original and perennial member-
ghip of one in the Stute Counecil,

S0 mueh for its organisation, What of its influence ? That,
we should not under-sstimate, Tha Lubour Parvty, or rather its
perpetual leader lives on past achievements. The day was when
it was the spear head of the working class attack. To those days
we shall always pay tribute. But from leadership it has steadily
turned to sabotage From being fhe leader of working elags action
it has become the agent of employer control. No other reason
ean be given for the constant insistence of the employers in every
labour trouble that they will recognise none other as the represen-
tative of Lthe labourers save Mr. Goonesinhe, And it speaks much
for the natural loyalty of workers that despite aet after aect of
sabolage they have till lately elung to the party that onee was
truly theirs.

Butb the bime has arrived when the true function of the
Labour Party has come to be realised. The Hunupibtiya strike
showed it in its true colours. That strike was soon converted [rom
an economic to a political battle. The leadership of the strike was
provided by our Parby; our oppouent was perhaps the strongest
loeal unit of British business. The oceasion was fherefore
conseciously utilised to try bo smash the Party., The Government
allied itself by permitting the railway to be used on a speeial
agreemant to convey seabs The Miniater for Lmbour delayed to
use the coneiliation machinery provided by law. The Colombo
Commereial Company refused to negotiabe, and the Labour P:,wty
direetly encouraged hlack-legging. The vesult was that the strike
was smashed, bub the Party emerged intaet,

There can be no Labour organisation worlhy of the name that
can eneourage strike-breaking for any reason whatscever. The day
that was firgt done openly in the name of politieal principles, the
Labour Party was doomed. 1 state it thus for this reason. Four
years ago tuo the Labour Party indulged in sirike-breaking at the
Wellawatte Mill 8trike Ou that oceasion it did 8o in the names
of racialism, and the workers of Colcmbo were there-by deceived
48 to the frue significance of this phenomenon of a Labour Leader
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who ineluded strike breaking as a weapon in his political armoury.

Besides, that strike succeeded. 1t meeded the Hunupitiya Strike,

which ended in disaster for this very veason, namely organised

black-legging, to open the eyes of the workers of Colombe in

parbicular—by the way the Labonr Party hasg vever been &

politieal force out-side Colombo. Above all, for the first time

there was a working class Party with sufficient theoretical equip-

ment patiently to explain to the workers the true meaning of the

situation. Our arguments were mebt with abuse: bub that was nob

merely beeause our opponents regularly mistake abuse for

argument but also beeause in this case they bad no argument ab

all, The results are now becoming apparvent. The vealisation is
becoming general that the Labour Party has finally lost its elaim .
to leadership of the workers, and working class leadership has now

finally and irrevocably passed into our hands,

1t is not therefore to be concluded that we have abandoned
the United Front tactic. Rather we are compelled o adapt it to
the new position and apply it in a different manner, There is no
Liabour Party in fact to work with—it Has hecome nothing but an
electoral orsanisation for the ovacking of Mr. Goonesinghe's
candidature in Central Colombo. We have fo turn elsewhere and
seek a new orientation. For that purpose the situafion must he
re-examined.

The basis for the new application of the United Front btactic
iz to be found in the fact that the anti-ITmperialist movement is
g.a-théring foree. Capitalism in Ceylon, though highly developed,
is really vary peculiar in form. It is not so much an indigenous as
a [oreign growth from European exploitafion of the resources of
this country. GCheek by jowl with it survives our ancient feudal
structure whose survival is dependent purely on the support it gebs
from British Tmperinlism. The latter finds i6 too convenient an
insbrument to be swephk away. Accordingly, within Ceylon feeling
is directed more against feudal survivals than capitalist oppression
as is shown by the tremendous feeling against the Headmen .
System. Against capitalism asg such there is not so much feeling,
for eapitalist exploitation is really concentrated on the plauntabions.
There, it is immigrant Iabour that is largely employed. That
labout is not veb sulfliciently conscious to become, what it ultimately
must become, the muain centre of the attack on Capitalism in
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Ceylon. The real poiut en which feeling iy widespread, cubbing
aeross all racial divisions, i1s Imperialism. The ecall lor Hreedom is
genuine and deep, and is inereasingly finding expression as was
shewn in the Dowbiggin demonstrations, the Kamala Devi tour
and the Bracegivdle episode. It is with thut subject that the
Party, will have to be increasingly oceupied.

It that analysis be trme the United Front tactie noeds re-
divection. There are broad strata of our population which though
neither working elass nor Secialist arve geuuinely anti-Tmperialist.
In that struggle they are ready to go far, and we should therefore
seek increasingly to draw them into the strugsle. A basis of setion
must be found suffieiently broad to draw them into a united front
againgt Imperialism. Of course the working elass will naturally
be the prineipal element in such a movement, but the point is that
the movement will not have a purely working class content. Caylon
is peculiar m that it has 4 completely cowardly bourgenisie that
never has and never will al any shage provide wvalional leadership
against Imperialisn. The result has been the unique luct that
the leadership in the anti-Imperialish movement has fallen entirely
upon the van-guard of the working class ovpanised as the Lanka
Samasamajn  Parlv—and that within an yeur of its emergence.
This throws upon us a responsibility that necessitates a ehapge of
emphasis in the immediate tactics of struggle.

In every eolonial country tha foremuost question that conlronts
every oppressed section including the working class, is the incldence
of Imperialism. Consequently the political movement constuntly
tends to supersede the purely economie. This is nlso our conerete
experience in Ceylon. Therefore the Party, while building the
organs of working class economic action and providing their
leadership, is at present compelled, in the particnlar context of
Ceylon experience, fo admit the unavoidably dominant importance
of political struggle. Indeed it has been the experience of the
Party that, in the absence of ather anti-Imperialist organisutions,
both the peusants and other setbtered petif bourgeois elements are
coming into or rallying avound ib. As such, the unifed front we
need has fo be sought not so much as between different organisa-
tiong of the working class as cenerally with anfi-Tmperialist
elements.
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Suech & policy needs delicate handling, and suecess is dependant
not only on soundness of leadership but also on mobility of
organisation. If the Lanka Samasamaja Party is to be the
effective instrument of working elass poliey while working a united
front against Imperialism with non-working elass elements, it-must
educate and strengfhen ifsell. For the Lanka Samasamaja Party
must ever keep in mind that the overbhrow of Imperialism is only
4 stage, though a necessary stage, in the bhattle {or achievement of
working class power as the essential pre-vequisite for building the
Soecialist Bocisty. i

In this context I should like fo address a few words on the
arganisational resclutions that will ba placed hefors vou today.
They are designed to make the L. S. 8. P a closely organised
fighting unit that will be the spear-head of the working eclass
attack. Haphazard growth is dangerous; mere mass membership
is abbractive bub dees not generate power. What fhe Party must
do is to draw in all conscious elements while holding its influence
over the magses geueraliy. Sueh a poliey will need eareful
avoidance of the Seylla of sectionalism and the Charybdis of
ideoiogical adulteration. On its suceess however depends absolutely
our growth in influence snd power,

"The importance of this point ean be seen from pnother angle.
Our opponents are powerful even when unorganised. They are
now beginning to organise themselves and to mobilise the
mulbifudinons resources at their command. We ave being eold-
hianketed in the Press when we are not deliberately misrepresen-
ted. No opportunity to weaken us is lat pass, and should that not
suffice the day is inevitable when open repression will be resorted
to for the purposs of smashing us. Against that nol very distant
day we musfh organise and prapave if the working elass is not to be
left broken and destitute of leadership. The lesson of Germany
must be learnt if here too the tale is not to be repeated. We must
inter-penetrate the masses without losing our Socialist basis: we
mugh permeate the anti-Imperialist movement without losing our
organisational ideutity If we do so snezessfully we may be beaten
hut never broken, '

Such is the zreat task that lies immediately abead of us,
Yet this change of emphasis in policy mnst not obseure the nature
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of the work to ba done, Although much' af our energy will be
devoted to the anti-Impsrialist mavement, the continued tagk of
working clags ovganisation aud day to day struggle niust be
sustnined. We may point fio auti-TImmperinlist work as the erying
need of the hour, but we shall not eease to agitate for improve:
ments in working elass conditions. We shall seek a United Front,
but only on a progressive basis. It shall be our business to join in
every anfi-Imperialist action, but we shall utilise every opportu-
nity to spread our ereed, Thus with ths growing fanti-Imperialist
movement will grow simulfaneously the Soecialist movement for
whose capture of power it is our duty unceasingly to work.

Accordingly, I would like o stress the block of resolutions in
today's agenda that embody the immediate demands of the toiling
masses. They haye bean deliberately formulated by your Execubive
to provide the conerete basis for agifation and propaganda in the
year to come. It would be our duby fo explain them to the masses
in their proper setting so that they ave seen as a stage along the
road and not as the end of the road itself. Through sueh work
shall we spread our influence in ithe country and also find those
new recruitg of whom there ean never be too many for the Party
to absorb in useful work.

Comrades, I think I have spoken long enongh. You will
have noted that I have devoted mysell almost entirely to an
analysis of the current political and economie situation. I have
done so deliberately as I feel it 1§ more important to provide you
with the theoretieal basis of future action than with an sccount of
the past. That is not because the past has no victories worthy ef
being recounted. The Dowbiggin demonstrations which we
organised first proved the possibilities of mass pressure. The
Kamala Devi four was an achisvement of which no other organisa-
tion in Ueylon is eapable. The Bracegirdle drama, which must
go down to history, was of our instrumentation. OQur influence is
wide and our strengbh unplurabed: Our paper is a power in the
land, and onr propaganda the object of fear in cur opponents.
All that is true. But all that is unimportant save ag it affords
courage for the future. We have had our successes and defeats,
and we shall have our share of both in the years to coeme. What
matbters is this alone that conscious of the responsibility of our
acknowledged mission, we shall go into the long fight that will
give to mankind through Socialism the first proper opportunity of
vealising, developing and ufilising to the full those powers and
potentialifies whose application and use will prove that the real
history of mankind has only just begun. If we are to be the
makers of the future let us rvise o the full stature of our
responsibility and destiny.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

3RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE
DELIVERED BY

DR, COLVIN R. DE SILVA.

Comrades !

Our Party is enbering on the fourth year of its existence. For
the fourth time you have placed on me the responsibility of being
yvour President. I undertake the duty with the knowledsze that
the year ahead is likely to be eritical in our development.

It is deliberately that I stress this point at the very outset of
my address. It is nof that I under-estimate the work that the
Party has done und the ground that it has covered. That our
growth has been rapid the Report already in your hands amply
establishes: that our influence is wide is common knowledge: and
that our aetivity is confinuous you are yourselves aware. But
those are the very [acts that give so mueh importance to the vear
ahead. The more rapid the growth, the sooner are the limite of
easy expansion reuched: the wider our influence, the more far-
reaching arve the consequences of mistakes: and the more
continueus our activity, the more sensitive and ‘adaptable must we
he to changing eircumstances,

Though the ultimate success of a political Party is dependent
on the historieal rightness of its fundamental principles and poliey,
its current power and influence is dependent on continuous
integration of its strategy and factics to changing cireamstances
and the variations of day to day struggle. Our fundamental policy,
based on class needs, remains constant; but the manner of our
application of the policy is necessarily dependent on the changing
relationship of class foreces. Such a process involves the constant
igguing of fresh directives: but the proper practical carrying out of
sttah directives is only possible in a Party with a well-knit and
efficient organisation which, besides, possesses ecadres of a high
political level. Every factor in the eurrent vpolitical situation, as
alse the present stage and state of Party development, underlines
the urgeiey of training such c¢adres and achieving such
organisation. ?
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What is the curvent political situation ? In the international
arena, despite cross=eurtants and confusions, the fundamental
world-wide issue hetween Capitalism and Soeialism is being posed
with increasing definiteness. The basie affinity of Imperialism and
Faseism, whieh are but variants of Capitalizsm, is being increasingly
demonstrated. The series of events that eulminated in the Munich
Pact for the dismemberment of Czechoslavakia is from this point
of view, beyond ordinary significance. The Munich Pact ifself is
not so much the [ruition of a poliey as the foundation for a
realignmant ol political forees,* Imperialism and Faseism sve on
the way to reconciliation, ab least temporarily though uneasily, on
the basis of internal and external alignment against tie common
foe the international working class, Thanee has flowed the sudden,
but complete, diplomatie isolation of the U. 8. 8. R., and the final
break-down of the Popular Front in Franee.

These are [acts of decigive importance. The disappearance of
the last bourgeois democratic state in Central and South Bastern
Fuvope and the domivance of Nazi Germany in thoss regions
though important is not decisive. Capitialism in deeay wrs bound
to slough off the bourgeois democvatic skin of the days of its
expansgion; so the dizsappearance of hourgeois demoeracy [rom the
world was and is a mere matter ol time, Similavly industrial
Germany is an economiec 'complexus whose inhervent expansive -
powsr could never have been confined and prevented from over
flowing its existent political boundaries—that foo had to come,
What is decigive is that “dated” Imperialism has decided to boy
off bungry and aggressive Faseisin at the expense of the lesser
atates and the U, 8. 3. B, The change from Fden to Chamberiain,
as indeed the change from Blumn fo Daladier, signifies u conscious
poliey of suspending, as far as possible, inter Capitalist rivalry
for the eo-operation of Imperialism and Fascism in an assault on
the international working clags in general and the U 9 8 R.in
partieular.

I do not, of course, suggest that Capitalist rivalry is, will be:
or can be thereby ended. Tt is of the very nature of Capitalism
that its rival groups ean never permanently combine even against
o common foe, The bhasic Anglo-American inter-Imperialist
vivalry remaing as acube as before despite the verbiage about
Anglo-American friendship; and the American-Japanese



antagonism has developed to & new stage where bhe inevitability
of a clash has besome palpuble, The point I am seeking to shress
however ig the existence, in particular in Britain, of a congeious
affort towards such combination and the eonsequences that flow
{rom it.

The principal cousequence is a reeession of working eclass
power in the contemporary world. The basically Hascist trend of
the British Nabional Government is increasingly coming to the
surlace; the recent succsssful challenge by Daludier to the power
of the Confederation du Travail proves not only the break-down
of the Pupular Front but alse the rvenewed upsurge of Waseist
forees in Franes; and the new trends in the U. 8 A point in the
samne direction. When you collate with these faets the prostration
of working class organisation within the epenly Fadeist countries
and the diplomatic isolation of the U, 8. S, R., the picture of gloom
ig comyplets,

Nevertheless the international picturs is nob entirely cheer-
less. The heroic registance of the Spanish Republieuns and -the
couragoous strugsle of the Chinese peeple wre proof of bhe
continugd pobency ol progressive [orecs throughoub the world.
Aboye all, the new cireumstances have resulbed in a falling away
of the U. & B R, from eapitalist alilances in favour of a renewed
and juereased relianee on the infernational working class move-
ment. Though temporarily defeated thersfore, we ure not broken
or crushed.

This re-emphasiz of ftlie importance of the international
working oluss movement comes at an appropriate juncbure. A new
depression envelopes the world, the full effects of which are only
masked by the armaments boom. The seeond Imperialist world
war already looms large on the international horizon and the
already decayving economies of the Capitalist world are strained
bheyond precedent by the ellorts involved in an armamsenb race.
The burden of it all, as always under Capitalism, lalls on the
sworking class generally in the industrial countries and on the
colonis! peeples in particular,

Thetrs ean ha no doubt whatsoever that, with the steady deeay
of Capitalism and the heighfened demands of re-armament,
colonial exploibation bas besn despeved and intensified, The
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power of finance capital in the colonies has been reinforeed by the
permanent welding into the Lmperialistic strueture of tarifts and
quotss,  Moveover, Imperial defence directly seeks colonial
contributions either as such or in the masked shape of so-called
civilian improvements in patently military areas.

Hand in hand with intensified exploitation go measures for
the suppression of all manifestations of consequent resentment.
The tendency towards suppressing in the colonies even such
modicum of civil liberties as existed is universal. What is more
the tendency has reacted on the Imperialist countries themselves,
resulbing in a steady vestriebion on one pretext er ancther of civil
liberties even within their confines- Imperialism in difficulties
is sbeadily approximating to Fasciam.

Even so is it with the Britishh Empire. The British Empire
is breaking up before our very eyes. The rising tide of colonial
revolt has reached the stage of armed resistance in Palestine-—and
successful armmed resistance at that. The centrifugal fendencies
of the big Dominions, which are developing into independent
Capitalist organisms, are beginuing to assert themsslves with
greater frequency. The competitive position of British Capitalism
has deteriorat.d, and the pressure on British TLperialism from
within and without is so great that it has had to eschew fresh
adventures and coneentrate on preserving the sbatus (uo.

' That is the explanation of the malignant role of Britain in
the international sphere. Britain did not act as the broker to
German Fascism out of philanthropy: she did so as usual in the
hope of profit—=that profit was the provision of a further breathing
space during which it is hoped to reweld Imperial interests and
intensify Imperial renrmament It is in that sense that “peace”
hus become a British “interest.”’ It is from that whish Aowed and
flows the monstrous farce of “non-intervention” in Spain and the
preservation of ‘ peace at any cosl” in the cases of Ausbrin and
Cuechoslovakia, :

With the deterioration of Brituwin's eompetitive position in
the world mavket had come a clavifieabion ol the true nuture of
Brifish Imperialism. The benevolent 1vole of self seclaimed
“eiviliser’ has rapidly given pluee to the true function of pitiless
exploiter. The colonial vresetion has heen the ghiffening of
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resistance. The struggle for colonial freedom has upsurged afresh
and the Arabs of Palesfine have taught to Imperialism and the
world a lesson that perhaps needed reminder. The true significance
of the Palestine revolt is not the display of naked force by British
Imperialism but the capitulation of British Tmperialism to defer-
mined armed resistance. Amidst the repeated declarations that

“the Arab revolt has been crushed.let it not be forgotten that the
object of the revolt has been accomplished—the plan for the
partition of Palesting is dead beyond resurrection.

The living power of the colonial movement is thus demonsbra-
ted in Palestine. Similarly the compslling urge for colonial
freedom is being signalized afresh and in different circumstances
in Tndia, British-Tndia has known revolt; it is a refreshing sign
that the States peoples are alsc now on the move, The feudal
Princes of India are anachronisms; they are also pillars of British
rule. It isin the States that reacbion in alliance with Imperialism
gits most openly enthroned, The vepercussions of the struggle
of the States peoples are therefors bound to be more wide-spread
than can aceurabely be gauged. Af the lesst, the movement will
vevitalise a Congress in whom office has tended to induce torpor.

Such is the relationship of world forces and the condition of
the British Empire of which our eounbry is no unimporbant unit.
Strategically our position in the Imperial scheme is vital, for
Tyrincomales in clearly the true pivot of Imperial defence in the
Bash, ~ It is in the setbing of these wider facts therefore that we
should nssess the politieal situation in Ceylon.

In setling oub to do go, I am congbrained fo remark that every
politieal frend in the pasbt year has been in keeping with the
anbicipations made in my lagt Conference address. 1 then pointed
oub thab the rising Mass movement was soaring the white
Tiperialists and their brown lackeys into making eommon cause
against the foiling masses, and prophesied that the coming year
would see the laying of the foundation for the counter atback on
that movement. My prophecy has, I fear, been only too completely
fulfilled.

The development of every major question that engaged the
attention of our eountry during the last year has brought sharply
to the surface the direct class issue and served to expose the true



alignment of political foreces. The growth of the mass movement
has rapidly induced in the bourgeoisie an overt class eonseiousness,
1s instinotive fear of the masses is beginning to get a rationalised
political bagis that elevates it to the position of a conscious
philosophy. Unable in eonditions of Capitalist decline and in-
tengified colonial exploitation to make minor concessions with
which to purchase the quiescence of the masses. our land owning
bourgeoisie fiurns to its natural allies to suppress its elass guamy.
Those allies ave the ralies of out-worn Ceylonese feudalism and the
local representatives of British Imperialism.

It is noteworthy that the economic and politieal interests of
thege three section are by no means identical. On the one hand
it was only by smashing foudal power thal British Imperialism
first eonsolidated its position in Ceylon: by the deliberate replace-
ment of & degenerate aristocracy with an upstart brown oflicialdom.
On the other, the basic economic and political interest of the
Ceylonese bourgeoisie is the substitution in Ceylon of brown
eapitalist exploitation for white,

It is Shis basic divergenes of interests that make them uneagy
bed fellows. DBut ab one point nevertheless their intereats
completely coincide. The wupstart officialdom has developed
aristocratic pretensions whieh the attack on the headmen system
vitally endangers. The hrown bourgecisie dreads an agararian
upheaval which threatens their posifion as big land-owners and
parasitic business men, White Imperialism fears a mass movement
for indepsndence whiech alone ocan hope fto overthrow ibs
entrenched power, In other words, for widely different redsons
they find that their interests eoineide at one point, And at that
point stands the baleful figure of the Ion. My D. 8 Senanayake.

The role of Mr D. 8. Senanayake in the contemporary politi-
cal scene Is deserving of ocareful characterisation and definition,
Who is this man who embodies in himself the combination of thres
otherwise divergent tendences? What is his policy and whither
does he seek to lead, or rather manoceuvrs the peoples of this
island? On the answers to these questions largely hinges the
correch shaping of our pelitical strategy and tasties in the vear
ahead.

A

-



My, D. 8 Senanayake is the present head of a land-owning
family of great wealth and many vamifications who rose to
prominence in the Marfial Law period and later climbed to power
on the ghoulders of his late patriotie brother M, H. R, Ssnanayake,
Since the introduction of the Donoughmore Constitution, although
only Minister of Agrienlture he has sfeadily gravitated to the
centve of the political stage. Today he is the acknowledged leader
of the land-owning hourgeoisie of Caylon. Sir Baron Jayatilaka
may bs the formal leader of the present ministerial puppet shaow;
but the haud that holds the strings is that of Mr D. 8. Sena-
nayake, Bir Barvon remains not becanse he is leader but heeause
he provides thab ossuntial liberal facade behind which reactionary
manosuvres can most sueeessfully be engineered, Alone among
the popular leaders of the older school Mr. Senanayake has a fully
developed elass congeiousness, That venser of vague liberalism
which eharacterised the reformist leaders who created tha Ceylon
National Congress, Mr. Senanayske has never had, Lacking the
culture and scholarvly refinement of Bir Baron, yet poszessed of &
primitive energy and abundant drive that refleet themselves even
in the blundering eanstruetion of his unedited speeches, he has
élarity of immediate ohjective uccompanied by a complete dis-
regard of the methods employed in achisvement. The methods
employed in the Dediguma electorate at the last General Hileclion
afford the most flagrant, though not the only example of that
faet., Tt is no wonder that he has beeome the dark symbol of
hourgenis reaction,

Indesd Me. D. 8 Senanayake has intredueced into national
polities the spirit and methods of the successiul village mudalali.
There ig the same shrewdness in perceiying sell intevest, the same
capacity for forbuous manoceuvres, the same shovt sighted elarity
of vision with the same ineapacity to look beyond the immediate
need, and indeed the same religiosity that conceals astueness,
It is vnofi without sisnifieance that Mr. Senanayake heads an
organisation for the administration of the Ramannya Nikaya.
All great hourgeuvis politicians have known how to use the chureh!

Such are the attainments of the new leader that has displaced
Sir Baron, in every sense except the formal, from the cenfra of
our political stage. Around the central sun constellate many a
lesser planet, all held together by the gravitation of blood



(28 |

relationship and marital ties. The Senanayake group is essenfially
a family group that has painted itself with a national colouring,

The politics of thiz group is inherently simple—its sole objact
is the preservation of its elass dominance abt any cost. The rising
maBs movement in the last three years, wrested many a concession
from the ruling eclasses. A sbill politieally undifferentiated
Council passed progressive measures, temporarily oblivious of
class interest. Bubt the Bracegirdle issue sharply posed the
problem of anti-imperialist struggle and the development of mass
forces. In one year the country was rapidly educated politically
and in the process our bourgenisie developed class congeiousness
to a high degree.

The mags movement in Ceylon is agrarian in eonstitution and
anti-imperialist and anti-feudal in character. A landless and
down-trodden peasantry has turned against its oppressers as
exemplified in the headmen system, and its nationalisk tendency
hasg been given a consciously anti-imperialist direction by Sama
Samajist propaganda. Thus it was that despite all the manceuyres
of the Senanayake group that on the one hand the anbi-headmen
bill was driven through Council and on the other the masses
originally foreed the hands of couneil in the Bracegirdle episode.

But the fruits of these hard won victories are already heaing
snatched away. Mass pressure, especially when unorganised, is
spasmodic in character, while class interest is perennial, What
the bourgesisie and Imperialism could not prevent ab the height of
the mass movement, Mr, Benanayake with the Imperialists is
taking away by adroit parl iamentary and politieal manosuvre,

This fact is well proved by the history of every one of the
imporfant issues that engaged the attention of the gounfry in the
past year. An Order in Counoil robhed ug completely of the
fruits of the Bracegirdle judgment; the masses rose onece again in
indignant protest; every thing was ripe for a new politieal erisis:
when along came Mr. Senanayake with a talk of constitutional
reform that side-tracked the whole issue and forever fixed the
Governor's powers on the country, Mr. Benanayake then showed
clearly that he was the new guardian of Imperialist interests.

Then came fhe qusstion of constitubional reform itself. Tu a
dyarchical constitution such as ours no reform can be charasterissd
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as progressive that does not entrench upon the Governor's powers,
But the Senanayake reform move is not that—though they
formally attack the Governor's powers they actually seek only
a readjustment of the constitufion, a setting right of the balance
of power within the country itself and not as between onrselves
and Imperialism. That is the significance of the attack on the
committee system. The true gravamen of the charge is that the
committee system makes the Conneil singularly responsgive to publie
opinion and mass pressure. That does not suit either the hourgenisie
or the Imperialist book. Ho, the committee system will go, and a
eabinet system will be introduced that will to some extent
neutralizge the present influencae of the universal franchise. Tha
definite elass character of the move i8 obvious and apparant.

Even more so is this the case with the Headmen issue.
Hvyeryone knows the Council decision regarding the Headmen
System, in parbicular to abolish the so-called Chief Headmen;
and everyone is now familiar with the herole efforts of Mr. D, 8,
Senanayake to thwart that descision. The Vidane Aratchies and
Udayars have been given a new lease of life on specious pleas and
by sheer manceuvring; it is even being sought to save the Mohan-
dirams. It would be wise to remember in this connection the
remark of Mr. D. 8. Senanayake that when the House ig wrong
he elaimg the power fo put it right—whieh is only another way of
gaying that he claims the right to flout the considered decisions of
the State Couneil where his august self differs from the Assembly.
‘T cannot help feeling that the real intention is to make the Head-
men System—and of courss, the Police—the basis of the coming
counter attack on the mass movement.

If the Headmen igsue exposed the Senanayake menveuvre of
a bourgeois—Iieudal allianee, the Catfle Shooting and Tmmigrant
Tiabour issues disclosed the bourgeoisie and the Imperialists in
close embrace, The legalised shooting of stray cattle on BEuropean
estabes has not only seriously affected village economy bub also
generated deep resentment. Yet the proposal to restrief the right
of shooting stray caftle only to properly fenced estates begot &
ready alliancs hetween brown and white planters to protect their
pockets ab the expense of justice. The Minister for Agrieulture hag
indead a finished techinuge—hs knows to protect the interests of
the big landowners while preserving an elaborate pretence of
helping the peasanfry.
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The immigration issue was even more revealing The vestrie-
tion of immigration at a time of widesprend unemployment can
surely be no mabber for controversy: nevertheless we had the
spectacle of our hourgepisio rushing to protect the interests of
planterdom on a mere assurance regarding the employment of
loeal labour unaccompanied by any collective gnarantee for its
obgervanee.

It ig indeed vemarkable how this group is tender and sensitive
ta every Europeon interest. FRvery military or naval demand
receives {rom the same quarters ready support. Isitin recognition
of political relinhiliby that even the water service at Trincomalee
has been taken from the control of Mr. Bandarsnaike and handed
over to Mr, D, 8, Senanayake !

However that may ho, the fundamentally pro-imperialist role
of Mr. D. 8, Benanayaks wus nevar more complelely demonsérated
than in the Jayutilaks—Banks affaiv. Our tactics in that matter
succeeded completely in that tho personal afpect of the matter
soon came to be overshadowed by the real question—the sbruggla
befween a popularly elected State Couneil and the permanent
bureaueracy. Sir Baron himself fuced the issue reluctantly and
fought it only hesitantly-—after all & mers change in eireumstance
caunof alber the habits of u life-time., This former shock-ahsorher
of Imperialism eould not well start suddenly af this date to
administer shocke himself. 1t i8 therefore no mather for real
surprise that when the eritical moment for the fnal tdenounsment
came and the anti-imperiglist struggle becoms & living issue, the
bourgenisie recoiled from the prospeelive ecnsequences of their
own acls. They made heroie speeches: they passed a milk and
watber resoluticn: and they seuttled in alarm at the first gign of
politieal rigk.

There can be no doubt that the presont eourse of events must
be aseribed to Mr. D, 8, Senanayake. The amendment to Comrada
Philip Gunawardena's motion was of his engineering; the present
hesitaney of 8ir Baron is clearly of his influsneing; the virulent
newspaper campaign against those who would foree a orisis is of
his inspiring; and the debacle on ministerial resignationg is un-
Aoubtedly of his ereation,
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In this matter we have had a clear view of Senanayake
tactics. None made more radical and demagogic speecheg in
Couneil on this issue; yet none acted more reachionarily in the
maftfer. That is the technique—militant public speeches to cover
surrender behind the scenes.

The next step in the plan is already becoming cleay. The
familiar trick wused on the Order in Couneil issue is being
resucitated. The talk of reforms is again vogiferously raised.
The Wijeywardena paper, in keeping with poliey, will join in the
pro-imperialigt chorus, The slogan will be, "ne aetion on this
isgue that will imperil the reforms’™ Thus will cowardly inaction
be invested with the appearance of political wisdom.

The reuson for this atbitude is, of course, nof far to seek.
Our hourgeoisia have no sbomach for the anti-imperialist struggle.
They eannob face the rising mmags movement for national liberation
and eeconomie emanecipabion even in allianece with the feudal
elements ; only the glrong arm of Imperialism can susbain them
for certain, Henee do they rise to the Imperialist bait but
recently dangled hefors them by Major Oldfield in a publie speach
afi the Grand Oriental Hotel. Relerring to the debate on the
Bracegirdle Commission’s report and fthe Lanks Samagamaia
Party's posifion thai they definitely wanted to sever the Imperial
tie, he said :—

“We know where we are and vou know now what you have
gob to face and if i3 up to the BEuropean community and thosze
others whom Sir Thomas Villiers referred to, the permanent
population of this country lfandowners who have got more to lose
than some of us. It is up to you to ses what ean be done to
countersct that insidious propaganda which we know is going on
from the headquarters of that Pavhy.”

I do not wish to lay undue stress on the fuet that the sallant
Major seems tio think that only the landowners constitute the
permanent population of this eountry, The quarbter or more of
our pessantry that is landless, the industrial proletariat of our
towna, they, of course, do not form part of the permanent popula-
tion-—they have of course 1o other stake in the country but their
unhappy lives. Such little eonfusions of thought must be forgiven
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the gallant Major when he wanders in the unaccustomed realms
of politieal rhetorie. Partienlarly must he bs forgiven when he,
conseiousgly or unconseciously, lays bare the truth, namely, that
the Imperialists and the bourgeocisie in Ceylon are in need of olose
alliance fo face and fight the npsurging masses.

That is the true menaee with which we are faced. The Lanka
Samasamaja Party, as the fighting unibt of the advanced mass
elements must warn the toiling masses and prepare them for the
counter-atback that is developing on the basis of this alliance.
In particular should they he made to understand the true nature
of that demagogic appeal to romantic racialism which is seeking to
divert them from the anfi-imperialist struggie to the barren
realms of parochial sectarianism, T refer to the newly coined
propaganda of that hybrid organisation which masquerades as a
political party under the name of the Sinhala Maha Sabha.

This hody represents the allianse of the degenerate aristoeracy
of the uplands with the upstart aristocracy of the low. Flitting
about inside it indeed are certain political indeterminates and
social pretenders: but the fundamental basis of the Sinhala Maha
Sabha i8 as I have sbated. One of its members, Captian Nugaweala,
even admitted more or less the same thing in # public debate.
This body makes a veritable specialty of the technique of radiesl
speeches masking reactionary polities. The Maha Sabha lion
always roars a challenge to Imperialism while fitting its tail
firmly between its legs in preparation for beating a retreab.
Indeed the Maha Sabha lion laoks an exaggerated mongrel, If
proof be needed of this contention, witness the hehaviour of the
Sinhala Maha Sabha during the recent ministerial and Council
erigis over the Banks—Jayatilaka issue.

There ean be no doubt that this is a dangerously reactionary
body. The nafture of its appeal isobyious from the fact that it
finds its best responge in  the politically backward Kandyan
Provinees and the more caste-ridden aveas of the low-country, In
obher cireumstances it would have represented the local wariant
of brown Fascism; but as things are, it is doomed to defeat through
lagk of leadership, a steadily narrowing social base, and the
natural operation of historic forees. In any event it embodies
only another form of bourgeoisie reaction
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Thus we return to our original point. The mass movement
for national liberation and economic emancipation which has
developed under our leadership is faced with counter-attack.
The opposing ferces have combined with a view to smashing the
‘movement and are organising all their resources to that end.
What then are the political tasks that face us?

Clearly the first task is to prepare the masses with fore-
knowledge. This necessitates the intensification and deepening of
our propaganda, the widening of the ecirculation of our newspaper,

.and the publication of a steady stream of political literature. The

quality of the mass movement must be improved. Our propaganda
should cease being merely agitational, and aim at being also
edueative. The masses mush not only be roused; they must also
he taught.

Simultaniously their militant spirit must be sustained and
deepened. This can only be done by the proper integration to
polities of their day to day struggles. Immediate mass needs must
not only be made the oceasion for struggle but also the opportunity
for explaining the political basis of action. The fight against the
heddmen system must be renewed and sustained; the anti-
imperialist movement must be given ever greaber conseiousness;
agrarian discontent must be given politieal direction.

All this needs effective organisation of the masses. But such
a process can only be undertaken by an efficient and organised
party ; which factor leads me to our main task in ‘the coming year
—-the perfecting of Party organisation. :

The Lanka Sama Samaja Party is the political instrument of
the toiling masses, whose organised van-guard it constitutes. As
such'its duty is two-fold. On the one hand it must educate the
masses and lead them. On the other it must perfect itsell as an
instrument of political action.

The latter need becomes urgent as the counter-attack develops.
An ill organised Party is easily smashed; and a broken Party
reacts to the disorganisation of the mass movement it represents.
Only a thoroughly organised, strongly centralised Party with
estensive and well trained cadres can face repression without
heing broken.
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‘I must therefore repent what I stressed before. Party organi-
satlon ig gbill loose despite the new steps taken last year. . The
Parby has a head, but still lacks body, so to speak. Branches are
not only too few, but are also not sufficiently active. . There is. not
encugh political activiby in relation to loeal needs.: There are ne
properly organised study classes to train cadres: There is nota
close enough linking of branches with the centre. Not until there
is A Samasamajist nucleus in every village in Ceylon, and a Sama-
samaja Parfy branch for every group of villages, can it be said
that the Party is extensive enough: and not until’ every such
braneh has its own trained leadership can we sav that our’ orsani-
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sation is intensive enough. To that énd should we work al“ ays
in the Lnowledge that time is short and repressmn is 1mmment

In this connection I wish to make a special appeal to the
youth of this country. All over the world youth is playing an
unprecedenfed part in the work of national regemeration. It
.cannof be otherwise in Ceylon. Our youth is surely as patriotie,
fresdom-loving, and self-saerificing as any in the world. That
being so I eall on them confidently to join the ranks of the only
Party that fights for the freedom of our people from Imperlallsk -
explmtation and Capitalist eppression, to work in it and to organise
it against the day when their vision of hops will be converted
into reality. e

Comrades, I hayve done. I have endeavoured in this address
to define our immediate tasks on the basizs of a qohe: estlmn,ta 0[
current reality, I have not soughfin any mannet to under.—mte_
the diffieulties that beset us: as Marxists our duby is to deal with
living realities, not wishful abstractions. We have a long way to .
go before we achieve our goal ; we shall have to face many deleats &
before the final vietory, Tlmt will not deter us. = We shall march
onwards confident of the fufure. For ours.is the greatest cause -
the world has known—the struggle for the deliverance of manlﬁnd ot
ftom nhe bondarfe of economlc cirecumstance. T
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