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BAH DARATATK . CHELVANAYAKAM ~AGREEMENT ~ 0¥ 26 JUi¥ 1957

Part 4

"Representatives of the TFederal Party have had a series
of discussions with the Prime Minister in an effort to resolve
the differences of opinion that had been growing and creating
tension.

- At an early stage of these conversations it becane
evident that it was not possible for the Prime Minister to
accede to some of the demands of the Federal Party

"The Prime linister stated that, from the point of view
of the Governmeant, he wae not in a position to discusg the
getting up of a Federal Constitution or regicnel autononmy, or
to take any step that would abrogate the Official Languaﬁe Aect.

"The questioun then arose whether it was possible to
explore the possibility of an adjustment without the Federal
Party abandoning or surrendering any of its fundamental
prineciples or ODJectives.

" At this stage the Prime Iinister suggested anrexamina-
tion of the Government's draft Regional Councils Bill to see
whether provision could be made under it to meet reasonably
some of the matters in this regard which the Federal Party had
in view.

"The agreements so reached are embodied in a separate
document.,
(The LjuutEEﬂt regarding the language issue 1s
not included here.)

fart B

1« Regional areas to be defined in the Bill itself by embodying
her i & ‘schedule thereto.

2. That the Northern Province is to form one regional area whilst

the Lastern Province is to be divided into two or more
regional areas. gt
3. Proviesion iz to be made in the Bill to enable two or nore
reglons to amalgamate even beyond provincial limit, and
for one region to divide itself subject to ratification by
Parliament. Further provision is to be made in the Bill
for two or more regions to collaborate for specific purposes
of common interest. :
Provigion is to be made for direct election of regional
councillors. Provision is to be made for a dullllt&thﬂ
commisgion for carving out electorates. The question of
M.P.s representing districts falling within regioual areas
to be eligible to function as chairmen is to be considered.
The question of Government Agents being regional comumigsio-
ners is to be considered. The question of supervisory
funcvions over larger towns, strategic towns and municipa-
lities 'is to be looked into.

I
-
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Parliament is to.delegate powers and fo specify them

in the Act. It wag agreed that regional councils should
have powers over gpecified subjects including agriculture.
co-operatives, lands and land development, colonisation, 1
education, health, industries and fisheries, houging t
and social services, electricity, water shemes and

roads. Requisite definition of powers will be made

in the BElde o  ranl

+t was agreed that in the matter of colonication

gchemes the powers of the regional councils ghall

include the power to select allottecg to whom lands
within their area of authority shall be alienated and
alec power to selct personnel to be employed for work

on such schemes. The position regarding the area at
present administered by the Gal Oya Board in this

matter requireg consideration.

The powers in regard to the regional council vested in
the lMinister of Local Government in the draft bill

to be revised with a view to vesting control in Par-
liament wherever necessary. _ e

Tie Central Government will provide block grants to

the regional councils. Tae principles on which the graats
will be computed will be gone into. The regional

councils shall have powers of taxation and Porrowing.

TI. DUDLEY SENANAYAKE - CHELVANAYAKAM AGREEMEERT OF 2

o4 MARCH 1965
(ag publicised by the Federal Party ) 3

Mr.Dudley Senanayake and Mr.S.d .V.Chelvanayakamn met

on the 24th day of March 1965 and discussed matters rela- =

ting to some problems over which the Tamil-speaking people
were concerncd, and lir.Senanayake agreed that aobieon on the

following lines would be taken by him to ensure-a stable =
Government :

1. hetion will be taken early under the Tamil Language
Provisions Act to make provision for the Tamil lan-
guage to be the language of administration and of
record in the Northern and Bastern Provinces.

Mr. Seunanayake also explained that it was the policy
of his party that a Tamil-speaking person should

be entitled to transact business in Tamil through-

out the Island. %

2. lr.Senanayake stated thd it was the policy of his
Party to amend the Language of the Courtg Act to
provide for legal proceedings in the Northeran and
Eastern Provinces to be conducted and recorded in



—_19.?;

- Action wWill be faken to’ estubllsh Dlgtrlct Couiclls in

Ceylon v“steu with powers over subjects to be mutually
agreed upon between the two legders. It was agreed How—

-ever that the Government should have power under the

law to give erbcthpu to guch Counci ls in the national
interest.

The Land Jbvolopgent Ordinance will be umbfded to pro-

. vide that civizens of Ceylon be entitled to the allot-

‘ment of lend under the Ordinance, lir, Senandgyake further
.agreed that in the greating of land under Colonisation

Sciemesy the ollow1ng priorities be obscrved in the

Forptiiern and Bagtern Pﬂov1n095°'

a) Land in the Fortlern and Bastern Provinces should
in ths first instance be granted to landless
persons in the District:

b) Secondly to Tamal—ppeuiln” persons resident in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces , AND

c) Jhirdly to other citizens resident in the rest

pf the Island.
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1¢ "soe The minorities looked with migtrust one at the
other., It was wrong to think that the differences
were not fundamental. There were men who: thought
that the differences were created by a few smbitious =
pergons and when thoge persons died the diff'erences t
would disappear. A hundred years ago there were no
such differences. They did not appear because the
Bnglishman sat on the hecads of the Tamil, the Low-
Country Sinhalesc and the Kandyan Sinhalese

"The moment they began to speak of Taking the .
Government in their hands, then the differences that
were lying dormant smouldered forth. If they consi-
dered past history they would see that the three
communities, the Tamils, the Low=Country Binhalese
and the Kandyan Sinhalese had lived for over &
thoudand years in Ceylon and had not sihown any
tendency to merge. Thecy preserved thelr language,
thelir customs, their religion., He would be & very
T&SF man who would pin his Taith on the gradual
Gilsappearance of thoge differences.

oy

iIn Ceylon each Province saould have complete

autonomy. There sghould be one or two asgsemplies to
deal with the special revenue of the Island. A '
thougand and one objections could be raiged against
the gystem but "h@ﬂ the objections were dissipated,

he was convinced that some form of federal government
Lould be the only solution.”™ Ceylon Morning Leader,

Wiy Y, 19260

2. Ceylon Morning Leader, May 19 to Juane 30, 1926.

3 qu}ou_lndqggndﬂﬂt Nowel17, 1987; Univeregity of Ceylon
Eistory of Ceylon, Vol.III, Porbaenlya 1973, D« 402,

4. L.A.Wickremaratne, 'Kandyans and Nationalism in Sri .
Lenka : Sowme Reflectiong', Ceylon Journal of Eisto-

rical and Social Studies,V, HoS.1&2, Jane -DeCs 1919,D«

! L]

5. J.0.Rutnam, 'Internal Federation', Ceylon Morning
Leader, July 1, 1926.

6. Ceylon Daily News, August 13, 1957; Ceylon TFaces Crisig,

Federal Party publlcablon, Sept; 1957, Dpeso—30.

7+ First Step, United National Parity publicatien, Tines
of Ceylon Press, n«d.

8. C.Suntharalingem, Eylom : Beginnings of Froedom Struggl e,=
. Colombo 1967, p«49.
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