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RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION. BUT SIN 15 A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

st fafne College
~ Visit of the Ceylon
Sports Club, Singapore

The Ceylon Sports Club,
Singapora visited Jaffna College
on Modday, 3rd December and
played a friendly game of Cricket
on the Bicknell field. There was
a large gathering of friends and
well-wishers to welcome the team,

Jaifoa College hosted the team
at lupch and tea, and this wisit
has almost beecome an annual

featurs since several old students
of the College hold prominent
positions in the Club in Singapore,
The Prasident of the Club is
Br. 5. M. Vasagar, an old
student of the College.

The feam this year was
captained by Mr. Chelvarajah,
Attorney-at-Law, and the son of
Mr, Justice A, P. Rajah, who also
accompanied the team. Mr, Justice
Rajah  who hails from Vaddu-
koddai is an old student of Jaffoa
College and was formerly the
Speaker of the House of Re-
presentatives in the Singapore
Guvernment and also the Singa-
pore High Commissioner in U. K.

At 6-30p, m. the same evening

Mr. Justice Rajah addressed a
few friends and well-wishers at
——g meéting iu the Otiley Hall on
varions aspects of life in Singa-
pore and Malaysia.

Best Science Studentl Award

We are glad to note that
Ravindran Afumainayagam, son
of Dr.' and Mrs. A, Arumainaya-
gam "of Colombo, was in the
winniog team (Royal College) at
the all island [nter-School Science
Quiz Competition, 1979, (Tamil
Mediam! and was awarded the
Arthur C. Clarke Challenge Shield
for the best Science student in
the island. The award was given
at the aonual sessions of the
Sri Lanka Association for the
adyancement of Science held on
the 15th of December,

Ravindrlau was also the
recipient of two glft vouchers,
Ome as a member of the winning

_+team and the other for being the
best Science student of the year,

He was also g member of
the winning team (Royal ‘College)
of the all-island Senior Table
Tennis Championship  “B"
division in 197g,

Ravindran is the great grand-
Son of the iate Mr., Allen Abra-
“ham, F, R. A.S.of Haley's Comet
fame and of Mr. J. v, Chelliah,
Viee-Principal of Jaffna College
and Editor of the Morning Star
for several years. He ia also the
Brandson of Mr, and Mre. D, R,
Gunasegaram, presently of Araly,
Vaddukoddai and of the late Mr.,

;g.nd Mrs, T. Arumainayagam of
Karainagar,
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WORLD CONFERENCE ON MISSION AND EVANGELISM

From the 12th of May to the
25th of May, 1980, a World Con-
ference on Mission and Evange-
lism will take place in the Uni-
versity of Melbourne, with the
theme Your Kingdom Come.
Once every decade, the churches
related to the WCC are invited
to .discern God's will for their
missionary service in the years
ahead.

This year the Commission on
World Mission . and Evangelism
of the WCC invites every local
Christian community to participate
in searching for the contemporary
meaning and fubilment of the
prayer " Your Kingdom Come".

Seeing our way through

Stock piled bombs that could
blow up the world several times
over, the widespread use of tor-
ture as a means of governing,
world monetary and energy crisis
which guestion the way of life
of the developed world, the deepen-
ing chasm between the rich and

the poor, the food production and
distribution  which lags behind
population growth, the frightening
rapidity of seientific discoveries
and technological developm'ents—
all make it difficult to see our
way through the present.

The Power of the Reswurrection

But the experience of Christ-
lans over the centuries and of
those Christians today living in
deeply oppressive situations tells
us that in prayer, the power of
the resurrection which changed
buman history is available to us
to face the problems of thisapo-
calyptic time.

" Your Kingdowm Come

In praying the praver for the
Kingdom, we are given strength
for the continuation of our strug-
gle againet the powers of dark-

ness, In that praver, we acknow-
ledge  God's authority, true
sovreigniy and real power, We

confess our total dependence on
his sufferirg love, v

Appreciation

Mr. Bala Sivaratnam

*"The Tea Trads in general,
the Tea Industry as a whole,

and Forbes and Walker Limited,‘

in particular, have suffered =a
great loss by the untimely death
of Bala Sivaratnam on 7th
December, 1979, His remains
were cremated on 10th Decem-
ber, 1979,

Mr. Sivaratnam had been as-
sociated with Forbes and Walker
Limited from 1953 when he
joined as an Ixecutive in the
Tea Department and served on
the Board of Directors from 1964,
He together with Mr. R. S,
Wijeyesekera, F. C, A,, the pre-
sent Chairman of the Firm, were
the first Ceylonese to be elevated

to the Board of Forbes and
Walker Limited,

Mr. Sivaratnam, in addition
to his long and distinguished
service at Forbes and Walker
Limited, had done yeoman service
to the broking fraternity and the
Colombo Tea Traders' Association
by serving as the Chairman/Con-
venor of the Tea Sub-Committee
of the Colombo Brokers’ Associ-
ation for a considerable period
of time and on the Committes
of the Colombo Tea Traders'
Association as the Brokers' Re-
presedfelives,

He leaves behind, his wife
and D, & Mrs. K. Madaleson
(daughter and son-in-law) and two
sons who are at Koyal College.

He is the eldest son of Dr.
C. Sivaratnam, Retired DMO,,
Negombo; and a nephew of the
late Prof. K. Kularatnam of the
University of Ceylon and of
Lawton Road, Mapipay Souihs

Manipay Church
A Correction

In eur news item op 7-12-79
about the passing away ef M-
J. K. Mills, there has been an
error.

The iist of Family mourners
in Para 4 of the news item,
should have commenced with the
name of Mrs. Hilda Mills, wife
of the late Mr, J. Kirupanayagam
Mills.

We regret the inadvertent
omission,
IN MEMORIAM

In LovING MEMORY
oF

KANAGAM SUBRAMANIAM

Born: 7-10-1911 Departed: 8-1-79
wrmwn Hérurs Csrsse
oy émr G5 e oiwraGs |
o mérr Gérwurg Gprio
ouddadng sTGwl .
Affectionately remembered
by her loved ones.

"'Kanaga Manai",
Chavakachcheri,

Subscription

Inland: Rs. 25(- Per year,
Foreign Air Mail: 2
Rs. 90/- per year.
Apbly fo:
The Manager,
' Morning Star?,
VADDURODDAL

Examination Success

Mr.

Vijayaratoam  Mithira-
thasan of the Feoples’ Bank,
Kayts, has passed the Final
Diploma Examination of tha

Institute of Bankers held recently,
He is one of the 970 candidates
who passed this examination from
over a hundred countries. The
total membership of the Ipstitute
from these countries stands at
over 121,000,

Mr. Mithirathasan, an 0id
Boy of Jaffna College, is the eldest
son of Retired Headmaster, Mr.
]. N. Viizyaratnam and Mrs,
Vijayaratnam , (Teacher) of the
Erlalai North Church 2nd 2 ne-
phew of the Rev. S. T, and Mrs,
Aseervatham of the Jafina Dio-
case,

CONTINUING THEOLOGICAL
EDUCATION

— A Refresher Course in
Theology and Biblical Studies
for Pastors and interested
Lay - persons —

conducted jointly by
CISRS, Jaffna and

Tamil Nadu Theological
Seminary, Arasarady

from
14th to 29th April, 1980
at
BUNKER HALL OF RESIDENCE,
VADDUKODDAIL,

“Towards a relevant
Sri Lankan Chuxch.f'

For Detatls:

THE REGISTRAR;
Continhing Theological Educat'on,
oL GRS
- Jaffoa College, VADDUKODDAIL,

Thene

WANTED

A middle-aged educated couple
for .
Christian Girls' Orphanage
in E, P.

Apply to:— 3
Sister Malar Chinniah,
Christa Illam,
Kalmunai, E.
Sri Lanka,

VACANCY

Preference for females with
experience in maternity work.

. Salary negotiable.

Apply before 31-1-80.

MEDIGAL SUPERINTENDENT,

{;_M___./:
=

There is an immediate vacancy
for a Medical Officer
with minimum M. B., B. 8. ?
qualification,
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EDITCRTAL A Message for the MNew Year :

Race = Relations

An article entitled ' Peace and Goodwill on our Litt.lu B.l.l :f
Earth” in the Christmas Nm_:ubor of Darsana, deplarll‘:}g utma-
mutual fear and corrosive hostility " between t_}:e two major t<;._
munpities in the country, makes the following climactic comment:

" WWhat does the future hold for our country? To wh:t"eud
n'u we moving ? We ignore the sitvation at our peril,

8 d i if we are correct] wes a member

; 'Th-.a '?u;hz;zid th:y l;;:ctyn[nf de Silva, Director of the Ecu-

;i;ml-rl.'“:;:ﬁtﬁ“- which visited Jaffoa early in Dc!ober last year,

ﬁﬁh a view to have a Consultation and Dialogue with crc!ss' sections

of people in the Peninsula, — religious heads, laymen, politicians, the
-ﬁdunte’ﬂ_ youth ,et_c. Y

The article we refer to, distils the essence of the experience of

the writer in her dialogue with people of herlown race, WB?R

she made am effort to put across to them the feelings of the Tamils

fn Jaffoa on ‘the Tamil Problem':—

* Back here, I try to speak to peaple of my own race about
how the Tamils feel and find very little sympathy, a general
impatience. 'How absurd’ seems to be the response with
po inclination to find out why they feel like that.”

(Italics are ours.)

Since writing the article, the author, we are sure, would have
noted a welcome thaw in the relations between the two communities,
dﬁé«nibls particularly in the political sphere. A TULF spokesman,
according o & mews report in The Independent of 14:12-79, has said
that they (the TULF party members) were now veering to the view
that the President was now determined to remedy those causes that

md lhe'l"&cigl conflict. This observation is, we believe, a sequel
“to some 'peace talks' between the President of the Republic and
‘& delegation from the TULF leadership, almost on the eve of the
iihing of the Emergency in Jaffoa.

But events in our island have shown that political solutions
alone are often illusory. Even the reports of the two Commissions
appointed by the President of the Republic — the Sansoni Commission
Report and the Report of the Presidential Commission on Devolution—
important as they are, will not by themselves remove the mountains
of ill will which bave been building up over the years. The
Reports, at best, could only help the two commuritiesto *go round
and sée the other side.” But removing the mountainous communal
barriers is itself a mountainous task as the writer to the Darsang
bas clearly pointed out.

It is now common knmowledge that the interlude of Race
Relations emerged before the foothights in Sri Lanka, on the wake
of the communal holocaust of August 1977, even before " the stage"”
=was completely cleared of its human debris.

The widespread looting and carnage witnessed in the South of
the island in August 1977 and the sporadic acts of violence in the
North of the country soon after, have been without doubt Serigus
blots on our national character, constituting a sordid chapter in our
annals, The government had no alternative but to crack down hard
on all those, suspected of subversive acuivities.

- Bat it is also a gloomy chapter in our annals that both in the
case of 'terrorism’ in the South as witnessed in August 1977 and
terrorism im the North, as was evident in subsequent months, the

ultimate victims were the Tamils who were the target of a three
pronged assault — physical, economic and psychologieal, It was also
unfortunate that at this crucial jubelure, the siate machinery to

combat ‘terrorism’ in the couniry was mounted in the North,

What all this has meant to the large number of peace - loving
citizens is not difficult to guage. The author of the article in
Darsana (to which ‘we have referred to in this column) tells the
story of a party of holiday - makers from the South, who were
travelling to Jaffna on the same train she took to Jafloa in Octobar
last year, as a member of a mussion on "Race Relations’,

One of the party of holiday - makers, g lady, confided to her
that Jaffoa was now safe for them for sight-seeing  as there
were now enough security forces i the Peninsula to maintain law
and order. We were reminded, as we read this episode, of Benjamin
Franklin's not so well known aphonsmi— " The way to be safe is
never to be secure!”

The Emergency in Jaffna has now been lifted but not without
the memory of a bitter lesson.  Qur little isiand

would be desmed
te bhave returned to normal only when our brethre

in the South

supreme but law and justice,

In the same manner, our island will be deemed to be a happy
home fon all communities only when those inhabiting the North (or
any other part of the country where there are minorities), will pot
be regarded as mere objects of pity ar sympathy who bave to be
tackled with a great deal of patience but as fellow human beings
whose fundamental rights have been enshrined in the Constitution of
the Republic, not a3 the rights of o barticular mingrity but, as Dr,

By Rev. (DRr.) James 5. MATHER

To all readers of The Morn-
ing Star, I offer my best wishes
for a Happy and Blessed Christ-
mas and New Year, 1950.

Christmas and New Year
Day have only six days ‘in-bet-
ween them, and ocome close to
each other, unlike many other
Festivals. 1 think, there is a
great advantage in it, because of
what Christmas is and means.
Right observance of Christmas
really prepares us for the New
Year, and helps us to live our
life in the coming New Year,
in the right way, and with correct
attitudes and spirit,

The Birth of the Lord Jesus
Christ, about two theusand years
ago, in Bethlehem, is one of the
greatest events in the History of
the world, if not the greatest,
Here, we have God’s self-revela-
tion. The great Creator who in
the past, revealed Himself, through
Nature and io other ways, is seen
now, revealing Himself fully in
and through the Lord €hrist.
What doss He reveal?

(1) That God is @ God of
Love, Hie love is one that went
out in search of people who had
gone astray, and many of whom
bad rebelled against Him, It
means, man should not live self-
centred but. seek in love the well-
being of others. Here we have
a great revelation eof the secret
of a Happy New Year, and. gz
Happy and good life always,

(2) That Life becomes great
when it is lived for the good of

J._D-_C_- S, I'.

Farewell to
Dr. (Mrs.)) A. D. Paul

There wasa farewell function
keld to Dr, (Mrs.) A, D. Paul at
the Paranthan Medical Clinic ou
the eve of her retirement on
Monday, 17th December. Mys.
Paul had served in the McLeod
Hospital, Iouvil and at the Par-
anthan Clinic of the JDCSI for
a period of almost ten years,

The meeting was chaired by
Mr. A. Kadirgamar, the Chairman
of the Medical Board, and tributes
were paid to her services by

eought his own gain only.

others. We know how & man’s
life goes small and low when he
The
Lord said to His Disciples on
one oceasion, ' I came to serve,
not to be served”., His whole
life was a life lived for the good
of the people. Here again, the
secret of a Happy New Yeat is
revealed. To be bappy, we should

* forget ourselves and live for others,

(3) That Life should bc-

lived in God, in utter dependesice
upot: Him, and full Trust. This
is the Model, the Lord has placed

before us, and He calls people
all' the time, ' Follow me”,
What the New Year, 1980

will bring to us, no one can fore-

tell. But we can be certain that
all will be well, and will end
well, if we committed our life

and all into His Hand, and deci-
ded to run the Race, as
Holy Bible says, ever looking
unto Jesus, with our eyes firmly
fixed on Him, asour Model, onr
Strength, our Refuge and our
Hope,

This life on earth by us, is
planned by God to be lived with
Him as our Partner. Here is the
true secret of @ Happy New Year,
as revealed at Christmas. In the
New Year, every day and EVEry
bour, let us share our life and
work, with. Him, and certainly
1980 will be to us all, Happy,

Bright, Prosperons, Fraitful and’

Blessed. May it be so to every
reader of thizs Message,

Rev. D. R, Ampalavanar, the
Bishop’s Commissary, Rev. A. Ci
Thambirajah of Navajeevanam
and the Chairman of the Medical
Board. Rev, S- Jeyanesan made
the presentation on behalf of the
Diocese.

Dr. (Mrs.) Paul, who was a
student of Dr. Ida Scudder of

Vellore Medical College, thapked .

the Diocese and the Organisers
of the function for the oppor-

the _

tunity granted to her fo servein

the mission field.

Mr A, 5. P. Rajanathan,
R, M. P., was also accorded a
welcome at this function as a
successor to Mrs, Paul.

M. M. Thomas would put it,

rights of all citizens™,
We are happy that in

of tangible efforts

(]
as

civil liberties and democrafic

the political sphere there are happy signs
made by the government to end a 17-year old
deadlock, which could be traced to the now

obsolete Constitution of

1972, This is not a surprise because we know that the President,
(as he has often sald), has committed the prestige of his cffice to
a settlement of ‘the Tamil Problem'.

But the efforts made by the government will be meanipgiul only
when these efforts are supplemented by a willingness on the part of
the people of the majority community to create a climate of identifi-

cation with and goodwill towards,
community.

The Sioux Indians, it is said,

the aspirations of the minority

have apn impressive ritual. A

"brave’ who is mbout to set forth to visit other (ribes would raise
his hands and pray, " Great Spirit, help me never tojudge another
uptil I have walked two weeks in his moccasins,

May this be our Prayer as we enter a New Decade (the Eighties)
which, in the sphere of Ruce Relations in Sri Lanka, will, we hope,
be unrecognisably different from the decads that has gome by.
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