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RIGHTEQUSNESE EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN I5 A REFROACH

TO ANY PEOPLE

Udupiddy Church _
Mr. V. R. Ratnam

The death of Mr. V. R,
Ratnam, retired Headmaster of
the American Ceylon Mission

occurred at Udupiddy on 3-2.80.
He was in his 97th year.

The funeral service was held
at his residence on  5-2-80 at
4 p. m._Before the Service Com-
menced Messrs. E- Kumarasamy,
and Pandit S, Murugesu an behalf
of the Hindu Community and
Mr. S. Panchacharem on behalf
of the Tamil Teachers' Associ-
atio oke in  appreciation of
Mr. Ratoam’s services to the
people of the Vadamaradchi.

Rev. D. R.” Ratpnasingam
officiated at the Funeral Service
assisted by Rev. V. Tharmakula-
‘singham, Rev, S..Kathiravelu and
Rev. E. D. Rajaratnam.

Mr.

Ratnam was for many
years the Headmaster of the
Practising School at Tellippalai
during the tlme of Mr, A, A, Ward.

He leaves behind 5 sonsand
otheir familles,

A National Problem

Price escalation of property
* _in Sri Lanka

The escalation to dizzy
heights' ef the price of land in
Srl Lanka poses a great problem
to the government, That foreign
nationals may also be in the
race for land bas added a new
dimension to the problem.

Under the existing laws of
the eountry, a foreign national
purchaging land in Sri Lanks has,

_ it is learnt, to pay a 100 per
cent tax on such purchase.

But it is feared that there
are loopholes by which this tax
may be avoided. The 99  year
lease (which is not now allowed
in land transactions) is one way
by which the tax was evaded,
Purchases are also made
throngh Sri Lankan ‘nominees’
or through Sri Lankan companies
50 long as the ‘real purchaser’

has no fear about the risks
involved,
The 99 year lease in the

Free Trade Zone, now in operation,
entails the payment of Rs. 300,000

per acre by the entrepreneur
plus an annual rental on the
land,

Housing problem in the city
for city workersand their families
has reached crisis levels and
house owners Rdvertising houses,
annexes or apartments for rent
lease or sale tag on to their
advertisement a nots *' Suitable
for Foreigners only" eor if the
house is in the suburbs the in-
formation " ideal for tourism.”

In_ the  “singapore grip”
becoming gradually a strange-

Bold 7" is fhe question posed by
the Sri Lankan nationals,

Focuson Frarce

SALIENT POINTS FOR WCC EXECUTIVE

The role of the
the international

Church
sitnation,

in
eva-

luation of WCC programmes,
rhe best way to combat raclsm
in the B80's are some of the

salient points to be discussed by
the Executive Committee of the
World Council of Churches
currently meeting at Liebfrawen-

cerg near Strashourg in France
( February 11 -16)

Racism, In the next few
-months, Workshops and meetings
will be taking place in six
continents on the best way to

eombat raciem. The 25 member
comittee will discuss a preli-
minary assessment of where the
295 member churches are, with
regard to the struggle against
racism. The results will be
placed before the International
Conference to be held in Nether-
lands in June : which will define
a new common strategy for the
churches. -

World Mission Conference —
The Committee will also give special
attention to the preparations that
are going on ‘for the World
Mission Conferetce of (he World
Couneil of Churches in May in
Melbourne, and also to the WCC’s
humanitarian programme in
Kampuchea, and the situation of
the refugees throughout the world
especially those in Afghanistan,

International issues. Among
the international iscues that will
come up before the 25 member
Executive will be the threats to
world peace — the deterioration of
East-West relations; the accele.
ration of - the armaments race:
the situation in Southern Africa,
notably in Zimbabwe.

Christians and Muslims —
Among the theological, educational
and social activities that will
receive special attention, will be
the study going on in many
countries. on *'The Community of
Women and men in the church.”

ok Maruthanamadam
Girls’ Home

The following corrections
bave been sent to us in respect
of our news item in our Jlast
issue about the Birthday Party
at the Girls Home in the premises
of the William 'Mather Memeorial
Women's Centre:—

(1) There were three children
who received gifts at the Party
on 23-7-50.

(2) There were two teachers
and four Uduavil College Girls’
who provided the refreshments
entertainment for the 40 children.

{3) The February Birthday
Day Party (23-2-80) arrangements
are in the hands of the Vaddu-
koddai Women's Fellowship.

Uduvil Church.

A Memorial Service for Mrs,
Florence Pathinnippillai Sabarat-
nam, was held at Uduvil Church
at 9-30a. m+ on 9-2.80.

Rev. N. W. G. Sugunarajah
led the service. Rev. D. R. Am-
balavanar preached the Sermon
and Rev, K. S. Jeyasingam paid
the tribute.

‘ Pathinnippillai Acca’ as she
was widely known had a large
eircle of old students colleagues
and friends from Uduvil and
Inuvil, The large gathering of
Christiane and Hindus at the
Church Service on 9-2.80 and at
lonch &t ther residence after
the Service. was evidence of the
“little unremembered Acts of
kindness and love' which chara-
cterised her work as a teacher
at Ipuvil for well over 3 decades
and as a member of the church
at Uduvil from the uime ot the
ploneer American missionaries of

Uduyil,

Irag’s gift to Sri Lanka

Iraq hasoffered the Muslims
of Sri Lanka 50 scholarships ta
be awarded to needy students to
help them to graduate from
Universities and otheér Technical
and Higher Tostituition in Sri
Lanka

This gift has been made to
mark to advent of the 15th
Century of the Islamic Hijra.
Two outstanding world figures
who were in Sri Lanka for the
Hijra Celebrations were His
Fxcellency Shaik Al Harakan,
Secretary General of the Mnslim

World League and Mr, Nouri
Minister -of Religicus Affairs of
Irag.

OBITUARY

Mr. A. G. 5. Senathirajah

The untimely death in London
on 10-2-80 of Andrew Gunarat-
nam Sathiendra  Senathirajah
(35) came as a rude shock to
the members of his family at
Arasannar Valawn, Tellippalai.

Sathiendra had his education

at Union College, Tellippalai
where his chief interests were
Scouting and Enpglish drama,

He played prominent roles in the
English One Act Plays staged
in collegs every year on FPrize
Days. He was also a Rover
Scout and was a member of the
Ceylon Contingent for the Scout
Jamboree in Greece in August
1963,

The Funeral will take place in
London on 19-2-80. He leaves
behind his motker Mrs, Raja-
poopathy Senathirajah presently
in London, his wife Molly, his
two small children, also in London
and his two sisters, Chandra
Spenser and Vimala Dwight who
are teachers in government
Service in Sri Lanka.

Subscription

Inland: Rs, o5/ per vear,
Foreign Air Mail-
Rs. 90/~ per year.
Apply fo:
The Manager,
‘ Morning Star’,

VADDUKODDATL

William Mather Memorial
Women’s Centre

Annual Festival
Saturday March &th 10718
PROGRAMME
7-30 a. m. Service of Holy Com-
munion: Breakfast

2-00 p. m. Praise, Thanksgiving
and Dedication Servics

3-00 p. m. Sale of work

4-45p. m. Tea :

5-00 p. m. Public Meeting
Offerings for the work of the cenire
will be gratefully accepted.
Please come with your friends,

Punitham Nathanjel
Secretary
Board of Management
i e D
WANTED

A young Christian man between
the age of 17 to 30 years, to be
trained for recording studie and
controls work, with the basic
qualifications as under:

l. G.C.E. 'O Level-Science.
2, Ability to play the piane,
guitar ete,
Arso:
Musicians and singers (Tamil)
with 2 knowledgee of Christian
music for recordings on call.

Please apply early for detail
application forms to:
DIRECTOR .
Chrietian Communications,
Clo ' Navajeevanam™
Paranthan - 3.

IN BRIEF ..

® Noaway Darwood, Director of
the Bandaranayake Centrs for
International Studies who died
suddenly in Colombo in Septem-
ber, 1979 was one time staff
member of the WCC Pre-
gramme to combat Raeism.

@ Alice E. Bell, is the pew
General Secretary of the Ameri-
can Eible Society, the only
woman to hold that post im
its 163 year history.

Water Scheme
at Chavakachcheri

The American Finance Aid
Association has promised aid to
the tune of 5000 U. S. dollars
for a Water Supply Scheme
within the Chavakachcheri Urban
Council limits. In this connection
a seminar ‘was held at the
Chavakachcheri Scheming &nd
Planning Office with Mr. V. ‘N.
Navaratnam, M. P. in the chair.

American experts from the
Finance Aid Associations, officials
from the Water Facilities Research
Board and Assistant Com-
missioners of Local Governmeht
were present.

The group iuspected several
wells in the U, C. area at the
conclugion of the Seminar,
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EDITORIAL
National Day 1980 and after

National Day this Year ( February 4) unlike Indaps?ﬂence Days
since 1948. was & day when our economy was thrown into sharper
"

focus than on mny other occasion.
. d and "breadline-
[ rice of bread shot up to Rs. 1.35a poun .
li 'nlr'i'n(vl:rith nothing left after focd and other necessaries) hec?ma
lWwf!il::w sooper than many expected. Anachronistic preoccupations
:{th' pandals and parties gave place to s;obriaty and a sense of
urgency to put the economy on & war-footing.

t itself set the new tone
is no surprise that the governmen £ se

“for tlhta l::elebmliul:;m becauses of its dawning realisation that demc:r;racy
in this country must prove its capacity fo act if it is to survive.

The fact of the matter is, that our economic crisis i’? entwined
with a leadership crisis in the country, 'Il‘he overhaul in several
departments of state, the changgs in port{olms. and .the lid on all
appointments to the public serviee are Pmnteru to m—house‘ messes,
which we surmise, have caused considerable embar nt to the

~government,

In this context, Commissions and Probes have no doubt th‘eir
own value, They can help to bring to light valuable informatien
which could emable the government to close loopholes, and also
soable it to take deterrent action on all offenders. p

But the very success of these measures will depend eventually
on the integrity of the public servants manning the departments
which handle the files and vital documents of the Commissioners and
those investigating the probes, The pews item that the office con-
taining the records of the Sansoni Commission has been broken into.
makes depressing readipg. Seo is the report of, large scale pilferage

of foodstuffs from the Marketing Departments retail outlets, at a’

time when the government is 'stroggling to cushion the blow of
increased food prices on the average wage earner.

~  Development as & pational priority {with & eapitul D) entails
highmindedress of a very high degree in those who turn the wheels
of public administration, -

The story comes to us from Israel [where, as we know, industry
flourishes at an astonishing pace ) that the same horse, belonging to horse

a municipality which takes the Mayor on his rounds in the
mornings removes the garbage out of town in the evenings.
To those who, with undue levity, made jokes about it, the

Mayor is reported to have quipped " The horse is maintained by the
municipality. 1 use it only in the mornings. It has to earn its
keep." =

In the econtext of the reported abuse of departmental vehicles
by public servants and in the light of complaints from members of the
public of a raw deal from bureucrats who unnecessarily inflate the
prestige of their office, the anecdote of the municipal horse and its
"Lkeep” offers an example worth emulating,

With the prospect of the Minister of Finance
aid-seeking mission abroad for the
dollars (on the construction of

! succeeding in his
resource shortfall’ of 400 million
the Kotmale, Madury Oya and
Victoria dams), with tourists spilling out (at the present rate) of
our "complexes” and with eager entrepreneurs flooding our Free
Trade Zone, our GNP may register an increase.
But, as Ghanian Judge Mrs. (Justice) Anne Jeagge, one of the
Six Presidents of the World Couneil of Churches, has pointed out
" Growth and progress are measured aocurately by what happens

within the human environment than by the statisti
: cs th
GNP,” (Italics are our) i

Our "imported development ",
capital and technical assistance fr
are currently working in Sri
our economic "' winter” on the

based on injsctions of foreign
om abroad, (325 foreign experts
Lanka) cannet remedy the blight of
lives of the average wage esarner,
It has been said facetiously that n0 ons
except the oil cartel and
sure as to who will stand

seriously likes wtnter
the cough BYrup magnates. We are not
to benefit by our economic ' winter’,

One fact is important o remember. Unless our imported d
}r'aicl;pment " is supplemented by internal factors and trnnsfnrmatioe.
within the human environment" bere in Sri Lanka (at l;:
perhaps, awaiting the implementation of the Report of the Praside:f[ni

Commission on Devolution long overdus) _
; . " we are sto
social disorder for the future, ! TMog up much

® Chair of Chr:’sﬁrrm'fy. The
first University in Iodia to
ilntrcduce a Chair of Christianity
i§ the University of Mysore in
the Karnataka State, Eighty
bercent of the population of the
State is Hindu, fen percent is
Muslim and only two percent
is Christian,

IN BRIEF ..ivivenr

® Lgst Links may break
Reports from an Arab News.
paper states that Arab Embassies
will close their last remaining
links with Egypt if the Exchange
of Ambhssaders between Egypt
and lsrael takes place in terms
of the Sadat-Begin talks,

Christmas
by

Celebrations

in Kiribati

J. P. Ambalavanar
{ Continued from 8-2.80 issue)

©n the 26th the Singing
Competition was held, at which
all the churches took part. Though
the singing was not accompanied
by any mausic, both children and
adults were ablo to sing very.
well. We did not notice that
the singing competition had taken
more than five hours. Special
Christmas song in Kiribati were
composed for the oeccasion,

The Dancing Competition was
held on the following day., Wae
were delighted to find the under
fives dancing so beautifully, Even
the elderly folks expressed their
joy in their.dancing. We were
told that some of the dances
portrayed Bible stories. Though
the dancing competition took mare

than six hours, it was =& treat
to watch.
Every day after each meal,

time was given for speeches and
it wag the time for us to answer
the numerous guestions put fore=
ward tous, Their question showed
their interest in our culture. our
traditions, our church our lives
etc. For example they wanted
to know more about the C, S, I,
and how it was formed. They wanted
to koow more about the Couacil
for World Mission and how it
works. But according to the
custom in the maneaba, only tho
enderly folks spoke out. Thus,
we could not find the feeling of
the youths. However, we were
happy that we got an opportunity
to amswer those questions to
them and enlighten them en
many points, The yoaths were
not entirely left out. They were
seen helping the ladies in pre-
paring the meals. They came
forward -when they were called
to perform a dance or take part
in singing or serve during meal
times. All the affairs in the
maneaba were conducted in an
orderly manner., speaking through
the leader.

Sunday the 30th was rather
a busy day for us, I was able
to preach in three churches and
we attended two receptions held
to welcome us in two churches.
In these receptions we were
welcomed very warmly and: we
certainly felt the Christian fellow-
ship amopg these people. As
thers Is no caste system or elass
distinctions, they are able to live

together as members of one
family, They made us feel at
home in their midst. On the

following day we were happy to
see & oumber of people at the
Airport to see us off,

The main occupation of these
islanders are fishing and cuttiog
copra. =~ They live in thatched
houses, But they seem to take
A pride in providing very com-
fortable modern guarters for their
pastors and their churches are
kept very beautiful. Once a

_ minister of state toid me that in

this country pasters are respected
more than a minister of state,
Pastore certainly get the co-
operation of the youths and adults,

We are happy that we wers
able to spend a week in Nikanau
and enjoy Christmas happily. We
always made it a point to convey
the greetings of the C.S. I, and

that of the Council for World

Mission which has sent us hers.
(concluded)

Hongoronge
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Equality of Sexes on the
Basis of the Bible
by '
PATHMINI SUGUNANANTHAN
( Continued from 8-2.80 isstig )

In the Bible there is na
evidence that a child was thought
of as the praduct of the father
alone. This Is in contrast to
Hindu and Islamic belief where
the wife's body was merely the
field where the husband plaoted
his seed. Gen. 3.15 speaks of
the seed of the woman. There is
reference to woman's conceiving
seed in Num, 528, God -told
Abraham, "I will make you
exceedingly fruitful and will make
nations of you" But Sarah’s part
Was in no way less important
for God said of her, "1 will
bless her and she ghall be =
mother of nations ” Chtldren are
taught to give egual honour to
both parents. In fact it is the
mother who is mentioned first in
the commandment,

Let us now turnto the New
Testament and start with Jesus.
It is significant that the state-
ments which reflect the anti-
feminism of the times are never
those of Jesus, In contrast to
the customs of His day, Jesus
looked upon women as persons.
Persons of valne. So much so that
onlookers were astonished. The
behaviour of Jesus toward g
Samaritan woman puzzled even
his disciples (Jn. 4.2). There was
Many Magdalene whose life of
prostituition wus transformed into
a life of fulness by her contact
with Jesus. And then Mary and
Martha who loved him much
bad a special place in = his
affection. Jesus' close friendship
with certain women is seen in
the context of his crucifixion and
resurrection, And then the woman
with vaginal bleeding, Jesns did
oot shrink from her as any other
rabbi would bave done. Jesus
publicly accepted gestures of love
from women on a number of
occasions, A young man allowiog
A woman to kiss his feet would
bave been comsidered scandaloue.
He accepted even the affection
of a sinful woman. Those whe
were in her compapny saw her
as a woman of low repute and
a spendthrift, But Jesus com-
mends her act of devotion. Thus
we see Jesus disregarding the
ceremonial laws which applied to
women and giviog them the gift
of His love, cencern and brother-
hood. ( To be continued )
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