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Concession

The Free Public Transport
Concession recently given by tl?e
government to the clergy in this
country has had a mixed recep-
tion.

On beshall of the Conference
of Major Religious Superiors, its
President has poioted to - the
government that the priests, Bro-
thers, and sisters of various Catho-
lic Religions Congregations, while
‘being grateful to- the government
for this generous - gesture, feel
deeply ‘embarassed by the con-
cession,

Thelf would bhave felt happier
had they too been called to share
the same burden as the masses
who at this juncture shoulder
many a hardship for the sake of
the ' development effort” of the
government.

It is likely, the President of
the Conference has said that many
members of the clergy would in-
sist on paying their fare, despite
the government concession.

Chavakacheheri Church

Involvement in the
Life of the Community

On the initiative of the Rev,
K. 5. Jeyasingham, Presbyter of
the Chavakachcheri Church, a
Seminar was held in the Parish
Hall recently to discuss the urgent
necessity to appraise the villagers
of a change in life-style at the
community level in the context
of the escalating prices ef essen-
tial commodities in the country
and the consequent hardships im-
posed upon the middle class and
lower income groups.

Mr. 5. K. Thiravianayagam,
Chairman of the Urban Council,
was voted to the Chair., There
was Do formal agenda. But many
speakers volunteered to emphasise
the need for a radical re-thinking
in some of our well established
ways of life,

The concensus was that some
of our anachronistic traditions as
the system of "bidding" for dowries,
the lavish expenditure on weddings
and funerals (often on a compet-
itive scale)
bard earned
parties
with
homes,

and even spending
money on birthday

and entertaining

visitors
tea and delicacies in our
are in the present context
of aur economy, a sad commentary
on our slewardship as hread-
winners of the family and as
leaders of the community,

It was decided to organise a
fallow-up eampaign which would
'_De in the nature of some of the
ieaders in the communily setling
&0 example for others in the
village acd thereby establishing a
norm in social living which could
bensfit the entire community,

We bave received the News
Letier of the above Centra which
celebrates its Annual Festival
tomorrow [ 8-3-80).

The Festival commences with
A "Holy Commnunion Service at
which three Women who in recent
years had laid " the ground floor”
for the modern " structure, (and
whe have now passed beyond)

will be specially remembered —
Dr. (Miss) Thilliampalam, Mrs.
P. Perinpanayagam and Mrs.

Marjorie Jeyazingham,

The Women's Centre is now
+a complex’ and constitutes a Tex-
tile Department, an Agricultural
Project and a Girls' Home. It has
a Board of WManagement with
Miszs M. Thambiah as President,
Mrs. A. S. Rajaratnam as Treas-
urer and Mrs, P. Nathaniel as
Secretary.

The Textile Department, under
the guidance of Mrs. Shanmuga-
nathan has shown “a good pro-
fit" which, we find, has been
passed on, to the girls who toil
at the loom.

The Agricultural Project,
which commenced with an aid
from World Vision International
has had an anspicions start, under
the direction of Mr. A Eewis.
A pounltry section has now been
added and whether it be plants

fram the npursuries or live-stock
from the bhatcheries, those pur-
chased at the Centre, we note,

liave been acclaimed by the pub-
lic as 'healthy ',

The Girls' Home, which
started in May 1979, is awaiting

sponsorship by the Kinder Noth
Hilfe - Organisation _ Tt has now
44 gitls between the ages of 5

to 13 and is housed at Avulaham.

Two matrons are in charge
of the children who atterd two
schools in  the neighbourhond —
Ramanatban College and AMTM
School, Inuvil, Mrs. Holmes's
Scheme of monthly Birthday Par-
ties and the wvisits to the Home
of Church graups and other
Christian organisations have made

the children feel that they are
“wanted .
Hope and Promise, This is

the first News Letter issued cffic-
ially by the Centre (at any rate
the first we have received |, We
are happy that what was once a
small orphanage, nestled amobg

tall coconut palms and dense
shrubs, started 50 years ago by
Mr. William Mather has pow

grown into ‘a complex' affording
new horizons to many children
and young women. The work at
this Cenire will also no doubt
gladden the hearis of the mem-
bers of the family of the Founder
and” all ‘those who are today asso-
ciated with this great humanita-
rian service, in this small village
of Maruthanamadam, with its rich
soil, its sparkling water and its
tolling agricultural community,

Methodist Church
The Rev. S. R. Winslow

[AN APPRECIATION)

The Rev. Samuel Rajaratnam
Winslow died on 24th February,
1980, at his residence in IKonda-
vil, Jaffoa, in the 86th year of
his life, and the 50th vyear in the
Christian Ministry. 1 know him
from the time, he joined the
Ministry in 1930, and was in
close touch with him all these
years, He is a son of the Manse:
His father, the late Rev. Robert
S. Winslow, who was a Minister

of our Church, 1907 — 1941 was
a great Pastor. So was the son,
Wherever Samuel was stationed,

we observed that Church attend-
ance increased, and the congrega-
tion grew. OFf his 37 years asa
Minister, 21 were cpent in the
Eastern Frovinee. He retired in
1967.

He was a pood Preacher, he
always spoke with power, and
the: congregation saw that he
preached with deep conviction,
and what he himself experienced.
One thing [ ecan never forget
about him is the way he orga-
nised and supported the Special
Missions conducted by me in
Hatton and Kalutura and other
places. He was given five talents
only, and he used them in the
service of God and His Church,
loyally and with irue dependence
upon God, as one should dg,

Appointed JPs

Two members of the JDCSI

have been appointed Justices of
the Peace. Mr. C. Amarasingam,
former Sales Manager of Lever

Braothers and a member of the
Chavakachcheri Church, and Mr.
S. 8. Muthiah, who has been re-
presentiog his Church at Nupavil
for mapy years at the Jaffna
Diocesan Couneil of the C.S. L

The title of ‘‘Justice of the
Peace”, for a Christian, is not
merely a State recognition. It is
also for him an effective chanpel
for Christian witness in a plaralist
society.

IN: BRIEF i

® A New Testament in Urdu,
the language of several million
people in India and the national
language of Pakistan, will be
published in 1981, The new
features of the Transiation will
be that it will serve the com-
mon people and also be ecu-
menical in character, acceptable
to both Roman Catholics and
Protestants.

Our Church has lost, by his
death, a Minister who was a great
blessing to large numbers of peo-
ple. We praise God ror his life
and work.

Rev, (Dr.) James Mather

Mrs. Sanders and members of
the family of
the late Mr. D. S. Sanders :
wish to thank
all relatives and friends
for their concern and expression
of sympathy, by their presence,
their messages and
the numerous thoughtful ways
in which they
identified themselves with them
in their recent berecavement.

To God be the Glory
for a life lived to the fullest
with courage and steadfast faith.

UDUVIL GIRLS’ COLLEGE
WANTED

An Accounts Clerk,
Ability to converse and
work well in English an
added recommendation.

Pupil Teachers.

Minimum qualification AJL
or O/L with additional
qualification in  Music,
Sports, Home Science etec.

~Atbly. befors 3031980,

PRINCIPAL.

IN CHERISHED MEMORY
oF

MARJORIE ROSEMALAR
JEYASINGAM

who departed this life on
8th March, 1976.

Deep in our hearts,

You will always stay
Loved, remembered every day
Four years seem yesterday
We miss you even today.

In silence and in prayer
we remember your
life of faith, love and service.

IN MEMORIAM

o

In Lovikc MEMORY -
oF

MATHURAM KULANDRAN
Passed away on 8th March, 1974,

" And He shall wipe away
every tear and death shall
be no more, "
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EDITORIAL :
Religious Freedom

An exploitative and oppressive *system ' which prevails in many
countries of the world today is a hydra-headed mo?ster. Its
deadly fangs are legislative enactments aimed at suppressing the re-
ligious freedom of the minorities.

Recent amendments proposed to the Constitution of Egypt, for
instance, leads to the belief that in future the Koran will be enly
source of reference for Egyptian legislation.

According to the Koran, non-Muslim citizens cannot ta_ke u:;
positions of responsibility. The construction ‘nnd even restoration o
churches is not permitted nor is the possession of _]and b?r R nf‘m-
Muslim, In a ceurt of law, a non-Muslim cannot file a plaint against
a Muslim even if the latter is the aggressor. ‘

According to the UN — Universal Declarutign of Human Rights,
all religious groups should be given the same rights, before the law,
The American, Canadian and Coptic societies have sent urgent tele-
grams to President Sadat reminding his promise to respect human
rights. "

In Taiwan, ' The Regulation for Shrines, Temples and Chirches
irke the 170,000 stropg Presbyterian Church which has sent an offi-
cinl petition protesting against the insidious nalurla l:f'lhe Regu]atm‘n
which, in its first article, declares that the legislative measure Is
being established ‘' to guarantee religious freedom to benefit shrines,
temples and churches”. )

But article 7 of the Regulation reads:— "' Religious propogation
must be done in public and in the Chinese language, Interpretation
from another language may take place if the speaker does not lmm;u:
Chinese but not interpretation from Chipese into any other language.

What the draft legislation calls the Chinese language is rea}ly
limited to Mandarin, spoken largely by the Chinese from the Main-
land, The Roman Catholic Church and the smaller Methodist Church
are made uﬁ of Mandarin speaking Chinese while the 170,000 Prot-

estant Chnréh. having its roots in Taiwanese history has congrega-
tions that speak 13 languages.

The real motive underlying the draft legislation is obvious. It
is to deprive the Taiwanese people of their human right to propogate
their religion in their own language. With an air of religious pompo-
sity, the Kuomintang declares that their aim is ‘' the liberation of the
Mainland,” - Ogne Taiwanese Professor replied, " Go, onm your back,
but leave us alonme,”

In the context of these situations confronting the Christian
Church in different forms, in different places, we are often compelled
to exelaim with Ogden Nash: " O Liberty, how many liberties are
taken in thy name.” J

Increasing vigilance and collective action sre the only answers
for the present exploitative socio-religious patterns which aim at re-
stricting the area of man's individual freedom and seek to determine
his way of life.

Constitutions in many countries have ceased to be inviolate docu-
ments. They could, it is claimed, be amended at will by the 'peo-
ple’s But who are the 'people’? When and how do the 'people’
become the ‘people’? These are questions for which we are yet to
find the answer.

Here in Sri Lanka, we have no '‘new Regulations for Shrines,

Temples and Churches ™, All religions are treated with egual regard
and respect as a token of which the government decided recently on
free public transport to all members of the clergy, irrespective of the
religion to which they belong. We note that the government has
mow withdrawn the concession. (CDN 6-3-80.)
y We appreciate ‘the gesture of the government in proposing a spec-
llal transport concession for the clergy, But here, there isa snag. As
shepherds ' of the ‘flock’, (in the Christian religion the word 'con-
gregation " is derived from the Lafin word grex meaning ' fock')
the clergy will have to be deeply involved in the struggles — social,
economic and political — of their ' fock’,

This struggle in many countries is waged against '* principalities
and powers” and unjust strictures foisted on the ' flock’ by rulers
or ruling ‘parties’, Tn this context " Religions Freedom ™ demands
that the olergy are free from any kinds of shackles that would be an
impediment to their full participation in the struggles of the people.

We are happy that there were indications of embarassment on
the part of a section of the clergy with regard to the offer, which
hasz resulted in the government changing its mind on the matter.
In Sri Lanka, the peopls are proud that there are no legislative
enacmeats, curbing ths religions freedom of the people whether they
be clergy or layman, It is good to males them feel that there are
oo subtle equivalents either,

! Our pre.occupation as & Christian Church at this moment in our
history should not, in any case, be with the crumbs of welfare, gov-
ernment edlaries for our teachers and free transport for :
[however necessary and important they are in the
nomic burdens). What is more important is the “inner culture

our social institutions where the freedom of conscience
have fall sway.
munity,

our clergy,
light of cur eco-
" of
and spirit
It is to this end that we must sensitize our com.

It is then that we can catch the spirit of Oliver

5 G smith'
couplet in Traveller: pridamithls

" 3
IHow small of all that human hearts endtre
Tboat part, which laws or kiogs can cause or cure,"

Christian Action - Reflection

A group of sixty-five persons
consisting of Bishops, Priests,
Religious Men and Women re-
presenting the Roman Catholic
and Protestant Churches met at
the Tewatte Retreat House from
February 16th — 17th, 1980 for a
Christian Action - Reflection on
Communal Harmony. This con-
sultation was jointly organized by
the National Christian Couneil of
Sri Lanka and the Roman Catho-
lic Bishops' Conference.

On the first day the partic-

ipants met in small groups for
discussion. In the morping ses-
sion, the discussion was based

ground a background paper anda
questionaire stemming from it,
The afternoon session was devo-
ted toa Bibilical Reflection based
chiefly on justice within the pa-
tion and reconciliation incorflict.

The maia areas of concern
discussed were;

(1) Inter persenal relatiors
to foster better mutval under-
standing and appreciation between
Tamils and Sinbalese.

(2) Institutional and struc-
tural factors in relations between
the two communities.

(3) Agents of Justice
reconciliation.

and

Several recommendations were
made at the end of the discus-
sion on the first day. The main
recommendations of the two groups
were evaluated and it was decided
that the groups should make an
attempt to come to a desper
understanding of the conflict situa-
tion that had developed in the
country in the 1970s, The de-
mand made by the Ceylon Tamils
for the right to national self
determipation was taken up for
discussion, There was a frank
exchange of the views of the
Tamils - and of the Sinhalese,
The Tamil position for self deter-
mination was clearly presented.

on Communal Harmeny

Sinhala Buddhist ethes and vice
versa,

(iii) That there should be a
creative use of festivals — Christ-
mae, Easter, Sinhala and Tamil
New Year to promote reconeilia-
tion and better understanding bet-
ween the two communities.

(iv)] That delegates to the
meetipg should as a follow up
action establish groups that will
devote time to a study of this
problem and then form link-ups
with parallel groups of the other
communpity, and where possible
an exchapge of visit,

(v) One of the tasks of the
future +was to identify specific
cases of injustice. (e. g.) language
rights, education, employment,
colonization, citizenship, land
alienation apd violation of Human
Rights.

(vi) Church scheols should

be used as models for building
of community.

The live-in concluded with
the heads of the different Christian
denominations holding a joint re-
view of the discussion. It was
agreed that the Christian dena-
minations bad a special task to
be involved in the process of re-
conciliation and the establishment
of unity within the country.
Assistance from various sources
within the country too should be
canvassed. And the heads of
these denominations pledged them-
selves to the common task of
healing and helping, uniting snd
unifying all Sri Lankans previ-
ously rent apart by communalism,

Shirley J. S. Peiris
General Secretary,
National Christian Council
of Ceylon,

[affna College
Mr. D. S. Sanders

The death of Mr. D. S.

:I‘he Sinhala position for territorial Sanders, a former Vice-Principal
integtity and Unity of the Island of Jaffna College, on 28-2-80 re-
was presented lucidly, Due tothe moves from the scene the last of
pressure of time, there was no those 'national giants’ of Jafina
possibility of attempting to arrive College who have writ their names
at m cnnf:ensus but the delegates large in its early anonals — Allen
were SatllsﬂEﬂ that there had been Abraham, Hudson Paramasamy,
a mﬁan‘ingful discussion and & Chelliah H. Cooke, John V.
growth in understanding. It was Chelliah and D. S. Sanders.

seen that while we recognize these There were fhree Sanders

155ues i

e ha damfotb;rif::hntis t]rﬁi‘::dé brothers associated with Jaffoa

these through Christian resources College — Mr. S. S. Sanders, clerk

i ceareh 6f % juek eolidkitn: and laten Bursar (1910 — 1952),

Mr. D. S, Sanders (Teacher and

This Action - Reflection could Vice-Principal (1913 — 1952) and

be the beginning of a continning Mr. D. R. Sanders who died

dialogue, It was suggested that youog after only six years service

this process of discussion that has &s teacher in the college.

begun should be continued at fur-

ther consultations at national and  prot

local levels. Several recommenda-

tions were made for immediate

follow up action :

Between them, the Sanders
hers hold the unique record
of nearly 90 years in the service
of Jafina College which was in
every sense their Alma Mater.

(i) That within the life of The Funeral Service of Mr.
the Church, thers should be an D, S. Sanders, who was 87 years
exchange of views based on cpen- gold at the time of his death, was
ness and trust, held at his residence ' Guruvasa™

(ii) That the Church media 2t Navalar Road, Jaffoa on 1-3-80.
should be utilised to improve inter- Appreciation of his life and
racial relations. (e.g.) To make work will appear in our subse-
available an understanding of the quent issues.
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