Editor’s Hote

Please address all
communication
for the English pages
to The English Editor,

THE MORNING STAR

Registered a5 a Newspaper af the Geuergl Post Office, Svi Lanka

Established: 1841

under No. B[ 83920 | 78,

J O FPublished Every Friday
' Morning  Star’ S AT e o T L E
> Vol. 140 JAFENA, FRIDAY, 2157 MARE {C
UDUVIL, CHUNNARAM. el e T e o Yoo
RIGHTEOUENESS EXALTETH A HATION BUT SI1N I8 & REPROACH TO AMY FEQPLE

South Asia Bishops'
Retreat and Conference

The Bishops of the Church
of South India, Church of North
India, the Mar Thoma Syrian
Church and the Church of Ban-
gladegh met for a Retreat and
Cim_”" ee at the YMCA Hostel
in N ‘ﬁglhi from the 26th of
February to the 2nd of March,
Such an event weuld have glad-
deped the hearts of pioneers of
the Church Union Mavement like
Azariah, Bannirga, Whitehead and
Palmer. It was indesd one more
forward step in the lang march
;hf the Unity of Gad's penple in
Soath Asia apd a foretaste of the
realisation af the One Church in
our lands. While the CSI and
CNI breught together the rich
heritage of the diverse missionary
traditions, the Anglican Presbyte-
rian, Congregational, Me_thudist
and Baptist, the coming of the
Mar Thoma Bishops brought in
the ancient heritage of the Indian
Church dating back to the arrival
of St. Thomas in Kerala in the
first Century and the Eastern
tradition in parlicular. The Bish-
ops met like this for the first
time and the occasion has justified

similar meetings once in three
years,
Spealers at the Retreat in-

cluded the Archbishop of Wales,
the Most Rev. Gwynn Williams,
a leading Methodist Theologican
from Britain, the Rev, Dr. Don-
ald English, an African Bishop
from Kenya, the Et, Rev, David
Gitari and an Australian Bishop,
the Rt. Rev, Jack Dain.

Mys, Gandhi's Visit

Mrs. Gandhi, the Prime Min-
ister of India wisited the Bishops’
Conference and bad tea with (them.
Theugh it was an informal occa-
sion she spoke stme moviog words.
Christians in India, slie said, have
beea in the forefront of public
life and have contributed a great
deal to the developnient of the
nation. In the fields of Educa-
tiop; Medieal Services, Sacial Up-
lift and wark for the poor and
the handicapped, Christians have
given a lead and havé made n
significant  contribution. Many
Christiane took part in the nation's
freedom stroggle and in the front-
ler wars after Independence a large
number of Christian soldiers have
given their lives for the Country.
If therefore; Mrs, Gandhi contin-
ued, her Government will work
for human rights and also for the
tights of the Christian Community,
it 15 nét @ case of the nation
bestowing a favour on Christians
but a fayour it bsstows on itself
because the nation owes it to it

Self a3 to the Christian Commu.
bity,
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The 33rd Annual Meeting of
the Jaffoa Diocesan Couneil
held from March 13 — 15 at
Vaddukoddai, The Bishop gave
his ‘charge’at 930 a.m. on the
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New Fentures

Among the new fsatures in
the Council dealiberations this
year was the inclufion on the

main Agenda of a Bible Study on
the theme " God's People in God's
Misgion” by Rev. S.5. Arulam-
palam, and also the introduciion
of a Scheme by which Selected
Groups study in advance the re-
ports of Standing Committees due
to be submitted befare the plen-
ary sessions the next day., This
Scheme was found to be fruitful
of results as, much of the think-
ing in concentrated form swas
done earlier a2nd it was instructive
for delegates to find what views
other members of the Council,
besides those belongicg to the
respective Standing Committees,
hold, on the issues covered by the
Reports.

A Cultural Programme in the
Otley Hall, to entertain wvisitors
and a Garden Party in the Coil-
ege (uadrapgle at which Heads
of other Denominations, the Gov-
ernment Agent, Jaffna, the Dircc-
tor of Education, Northern Region,
the Honourable the Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament, the

COUNCIL SESSIONS, 1980
first day of the Sessions.
Votes of condolence wete

passed on the deaths of the foll-
awing ;—

K Viuny?gam proposed by Mr, S, S, Muthiah

K. 5. Saravanamuttu proposed by Mrs. S. J. Somasundaram
T. W. Pannuchamy proposed by Rev. S, T. Aseervatham
praposed by Rev. E. D. Rasnratpam
proposed hy Mre K. 5. Sellinh

M. R. M. Jebaratnam proposed by Rev. K, S, Jeyasingam
proposed by Rev. N. Subramaniam

Member for Vaddulkoddai and sther
distingiislied zuests were present
on jfnvitalion, added an aura of
dignity and camaraderie to the
proceedings of the Council this
year,

'
Our Tasks as seen from ‘within
and ‘without'

Two Guest speakers addreszed
the Sessions of the Council this
year. Dr. K. Sivathamby of the
University of Jaffna spoke on
" What the Iindus expsct of
Christians in Jaffos in the Socio-
Economic Sphere' and Rev. S.
W. Ariarajah, Chairman of the
Narth and East Districts of the
Methodist Church in Sri Lanka

on "' The Aspirations and Tasks
of the Church as viewed from
within ",

New Office Bearers

Rev. Sam Thampoe has besn
e'ected Secretary of the Jaffoa
Dliocesan Council and Mr. 5. S.
Sellatburai bas been re-slected
Treasurer. MNames of other Office
Bearers and Chairmen of Standing
Committees: wiil appear in our
next issue,

Japanese Theologian joins
Union Theological Seminary

The Union Theological Semin-
ary in New Yok has a pew
Professor for Ecumenics and
World Christianity. He is none
other than Dr. Kosuke Kovama,
the well koown authur and Japa-
nese Theologian,

He was in Thailand for eight
years as a missiongry and in
Singapore for six years involved
in theological Education. Tillre-

ceptly he was in the Department
of Religious Studies at the Uwi-
versity of Ottago.

Chinese Religion Revives

Eight Chinese religious Lead-
ers went to the USA as delegates
for the Third Assembly of the
World Congress on Religion and
Peace held in Princeton, New
Jersey.

The group included Buddhist,
Muslim and Christian lerders, one
of whom was an Anglican Bishop
wliose authority was remoyed 13
years ago. It is the second time
in 30 years that religious leaders
have been allowsd to visit the
USA,

Colombo Church
Music Examination Success

Three children Mr. K.
Suhirtharatnasingam, Engineer,
Secreiary of the Colombo Church
and of Brs. Suhircharatnasingam,
have be#en succes:ful in the Lon-
doo Music Examinations.

of

Priyani has passed the L. R.

5, M. and the L. T, G L. FLon:
don/) in Piaooforte, Sahuntala
has passed her L. T.C, L. also

in Pianoforte while Nimal has
passed the Grade 8 Examination
in Violin of the Royal College of
Music (London ) with distinction.

They are students of Mrs,
Billimoria of the Pestonjes Sehool
of Music, Colomba.

IN BRIEER s

@ British Minister of Overseas
Development, Neil Marivs will
arrive in Sri Lanka to partici-
pate in the cersmonies that
would mark the Ipauguration
on March 23rd of the Yictoria

Project, as Premie¢r Margaret
Thatcher’s Special Eovay, The
Sunday Driviog Bano will be

lifted on thig day, The British

Subscription —-\
Inland: Rs 30/ year. |
Foreign Air Mail:

Rs. 90/~ par year
Apply to :
The Pﬂi‘.:‘\.’-\gé:r,
' Marging Stap

VADTURODDAL

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION

The Annual Subscription of the
Morning Star has been incrersed

from Rs. 25/~ to Rs. 30/

The sudden increase in
postage and printipg charges
have compelled us to take this
decision which, we are sure,
our patrons will appreciate.

— Manager.

CASRS
Jaffna

invites

you to

CONTINUING THEOLOGICAL
EDUCATION

(a Refresher Course in Theolopy
and Biblicai Sindeg)

at the Bunker Hall of Residence,
Jaffna College, Vadiok ddai

from Monday, 141k April te
Friday, 25th April, 1580,

Registration — 10/-
Books, Board and Lodging — 35/-
{ Subsidised rate)
Apply to: 4
REGISTRAR,
Continuing Theclogical Education,
Jaffoa College, Vaddukoddai

JDCSI
YOUTH FEDERATION
presents two plays by
Rev. Dr. Dayanandhan Francis

at
TRIMMER HALL, JAFFNA

on
March 28th and 29th
at 6-30 p. m.

Tickets: Rs.5/- Rs.3/- Rs 2/-
Children under ten: Rs, 2/-

UDUVIL GIRLS® COLLEGE
EASTER SERVICE

on

Friday, 28th March, 1980
at 6-00 p.m.

at the Uduvil Church.

Message: Dr. W. R. Holmes

All are cordially invited

EASTER VESPERS
JAFFNA COLLEGE CHOIR

Sunday, March 30
6-00 p. m.

Vaddukoeddai Cathedral Church

government has given 3500 mill-
jon Rupees (100 million pounds )
as an outright gfant for this
project,
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EDITORIAL

People and Mission

i (581 the theme of the Thirly-
God's Missionn was the e

(15-3-80).

God's People in : 5 :
third Annual Meeting of the Jnﬂ‘n_m Diocesan oumiau ;
of South India, which concluded its sessions on Saturday
of a Bible Study on 14-3-80 by
reflected in the Sem?on
he Service of Ordination

The eme was the subject
Rev. S. S't.h Arulampalam and also was
preached by Rev. D. R. Ampalavanar at t
as Deacon of our Worker at Atchuvely.

As we sat through the :
year, we Were increasingly remin
which we came actoss recently in 8 book

sessions of the Dincesan Council this
ded of the meaning of an anecdote
of meditations.

eding train. ' Here it comes, i
second, " There it goes
< in the train as it sped

Three men were watching a spe
caid the first. ' Here it is, " said the
‘caid the third. But the fourth man wlio wa
past, cried out to them, ‘' Here I am.

We as a Christian Church today sr?I po longer "sl:.;ecta.tnrds in :
world of fast moving events. We are " passergers mvt;]vea, ::w
itively, in the struggles for justice, .for religious freed.om. or yiie”
economic order, and also uegativﬂ]y.m the struggle against oppressiod,
against exploitation and against arbitrary use of power.

Two important matters emerged a} the‘ Cuuucfl dliscussions as
dominant factors in the strategy of ' missmn: in the nlghl:'es.. The i?‘rsi
i:st!ae ‘peed for more persannel for our work in our new 'vineyards'—
the Boys' Home at Manipay, the Girls' Home at Maruthanamadam,
the Multi-purpose Farm at Varany, the new"Church wfrk at Paran-
than ete., etc. All these tasks need more labgurers' who could
satisfy the qualitative eriteria mecessary for such ventures,

We do not mean to suggest that these ventures are at :he. mct-
ment 'starved’. We are thinking more of the future of these insti-
tutions and of the kind of * ministry' that would be needed for w:_:urk
in these centres. Allied with this problem is the preblem of ﬁa?dmlg
moare | workers' for our Churches. Here too the gualitative criteria
hgs‘ been very much in the minds of those who participated actively
in the discussioms at the Council on this subject.

In the course of his Sermon at the Ordination Service on 15.3-80,
Rev. D. R. Ampalavanar, the Preacher, pointed to an imporiant as-
peet of the Ministry of the Church which, because of its commoen-
place nature perhaps, has never been given the stress, it needs, on
such important occasions:— ' What the Pastor is, is more import-
ant than what he does, I

Intellect, a sonnd kuuwfedge of Theology, and encugh wisdom to
discerna what is right and what is wrong amid the brbel of voices
at a crisis session of a church committee, are, of courze, essential
qualifications for a Presbyter, besides his own devotional life,

But it is also good for us ta remember that these alone will
not take a clergyman too far. As a writer puts it succinetly, “If
the clergy get too far out in front of the laity, they may find that
there is no one behind them.”

In our rural churches, where most problems are ''human pro-
hlel_ns". it iz the human touch that will often determine the success
or failure of a clergyman’s ministry.

et Wh;: do you go to church?” was the question posed to a
man by his close friend who had seldom seen the portals of his own
church. The reply which made him think loud, was:—

L1
& ..When We bad to take our boy to the city hospital, our
InISter mei us there. He stayed the whole day,”

What did he do? Read the Bible?

: P
Doctor i

Saw the

“
No! He was just there,"

(The Italics are ours.)
iljnlz-’:u tli:aha?"em'belf!‘ of a congregation feel that a Pastor’s fresence
s gt : 11\1_11? times of trouble and anguish, it cannot be said that
he rastors Shinistry has had any impact in the life of the church

A second important subj

: ¢ ject that came
sess;c_ms is the role of the youth in churcl:m]'zf‘:efnr!
constitute half the population of India and the ‘
half the population of Sri Lanlka,

the Council
The under - 19
under - 15, almost

In this protoberant backdrap,

it is :
faize. patfern of the Chiirch 1o not difficult ta see that the

: ) India and of Sri ig inti
linked with the future of the youth in these ::::l: I:::::;.T:rlis intimately
€8,
The problems of the v i
‘youth In Sri Lanka have

; ; i , we ) N
Sszd_ new dimensions with the intrugion of external force;nuw‘ ﬂl:
.;ﬂ.:gmg political scene, the influence of the mass media .Ea: i
ard core layer of frustration caused 19 tinon v and the
country, unemployment in the

The youth have also becanie the target of a

and i " i

59 |Ea‘t:r:1b bscgme velhaclien of deculturation”. We aleo know haw
8 . ; een in i:?rtam tnstances made pawn in power polilicg Z
ave been even eacrificed in abrupg physical violence el

Consumer culture

THE MORNING AN S
s

Jbes! Bishop's Charge

NEW PERSPECTIVES FOR THE CH

Iielivering his ' charge '. to the
members of the Jaffna Ihre:esnn
Council of the Church ni. Squlh
India which held its 33rd ‘:_sg:'-:-:lnl:.‘:
at Otley Hall, Vaddukoddai from
13th to the 15th of March, the
Bishep, the Rt Rev, 2. ]. Am-
balavanar referred to the UT‘I“T'
tunity he bhas had since the lla.bt
seesions of the Council, of wvisit-
i various Churches both in the
West as well as in countries Dli
the ' Third World ", This experi-
ence, had enabled him to acguire
a greater measure of perepective
to Iview our problems here in Sri
Lanka than he ever had before.

ing

African Churches :

The Churches in Africa, par-
ticularly in Kenya, Ugands, Zam-
bia and Nigeria have not merely
registered growth in numbers hut
have faced severe challenges and

have become twentieth century
witnesses,
China:

In China, which has been

under communist regime for over
30 years, there has been revival
and restoration. For the first
time, a delegation from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, attended
an international meeting and parti-
cipated in the World Conference
of Religion and FPeace at Prince-
ton in September last vear,

The Third World :

A welcome ftrend in the
Churches in the Third World is
their enthusiasm and concern for
development. But their new found
enthusiasm should not make them
fall into the temptation of beicg
Y patrons” of the poor. The
church must work not for the
people but with the people.

It is ‘also necessary that we
do not by our development pro-
cesses create only an elitist society,
estranged from the mass of huma-
nity. Development in the Third
World, if it is to have meaning,
must have its impact on society
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as a whole and noton individuals

onlys
The

church 1s notl

the only
organisation involved in Develop.
the Third World. Go.
vernment too i ed in -it,
In this context, it is important
the church should play a
which is to enable
achieve the stature of
celf for ' man doeés not

ment in

InVe

that
anique role
mMETn ta

Christ
live by bread

hir

alone ™.

Oune of the greatest challenges
that the churches of the Third
World face is, the Iack of per-
Money or aid may be
eacy to get. But what is not so
eacy to get is people who can
cacrifice their time and talent to
worle in the ''vineyards' which
are in dire need of ‘labourers’,

sonoel.

Entering a new Decade:

As Christian Church in
our country enters a new decade,
there is evidence of a new surge
of enthusiasm but there are also
obstacles which appear to beset
our path,

the

The Church at times appears
ta be uncertzin of its mission
and timid 'to launch outinto the
deep’. In the context of the sci-
entific and eultural renzissance in
pur country, can the gospel be
effective? ‘This is a fear in' the
minds of many.

Paul found himself in Athens
in a4 similar predicament but be
was never overwhelmed.

Counting the Cost:

It iz only a Church that can
count the cost that can achieve
ite poal in the present contextof
world events. What Emil Broger
meant by the ' Misunderstanding
of the Chuoreh?” that the
church should not be pre-occupied
with its structures  but
on its ""witness” which would
become effective only when there
is a singleness of purpose and
common understanding of its goal

was

own

In this bacldrop; it will not be meaningful for the Christian

Church to regard them as abjects of d

gether with the poor and
groups, the Christian

the

marginalised

Church should

(n the contrary, to-
and oppressed minority
to discover in the youth

learn

of our counlry, the Asian face of Christ,

In a realistic way,

of the churclhes

it should be pos:
cation Board o liaise with local Church
to formulate «

ibla

for the Religious Edu-
Commilless and youth groups

Scliemse by which local Christian

talent at the parish level be selected, put through a period of train-

ing in
be made available for our

Inm ithis
could

way, mass

be contained,

frustralion
If for a suitable technical job in the
no Christian young man has been found fit, the blame,

stulls relevant to the wman power wneeds of the Digeese and
various development projects.

of  youth regarding employment
Diccese,

we believe

cannot be put eatirely on the youth.

On the other hand, it is good for ouor

Christian youth teo to

remember that their own commitment to the Diccese and to the local
church is a factor that will play a large part in their own future

aod the future of

the Diccese, It

is good for them to expmine their

own constience and pray with James Ireeman :—

O, Pattern Maker, tell me, is it

true

I shall not find myself until 1 find You,

Registerad s

Frinter
Matthews resil

Mri Alv

at 19,

Ingam,

¥ A3
Press, Kanlesanthurai Road

Lady of Mirael
Naval

v Jaffnn, on Friday, 21st March,
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