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Death of a Former
Moderator of the C.S. L

The Rt. Rev. Arnold Henry
logg, Moderator of the Churtfh
of South India from 1962 — 1966

passed ~ away in Lyrninﬂ‘ton,l
Hants, Eogland on the 31st of
March.

Arnold Henry Legg was born
4t Derby, Enpgland in 1895. After
siy years in Derby School, aud
three years of business and
military life, he joioed Cheshunt
Theological College at Cambridge
in 1019, Having obtained bis
Cambridge tripos he continued as
a postgraduate student in sz:l-
bridge till 1924. He offered his
services to the London Missionary
Society which sent him after his
ordinatien in 1924 to South
Travancore to be in charge of
the Trivandrum District of the
L.M.S. In Travancore he was
clossly associated with the evange-
listic movement among the
Ezhava community. He was for
many years [President of the
Travancore Church Council of
S. L U, C. from 1936 — 1939 and
1942 — 1947.

At the lpauguration of the
Church of South India on the
27th of September, 1947 he was
one of the new Bishops to be
consecrated at  St.  George's
Cathedral, Madras and was ap-
painted DBishop of the South
Travancore Diocese. He ratired
as Bishop in 1967,

Bishop Legg was noted for
his evangelistic zeal, administrative
efficiency and theclogical scholar-
ship. He was elected as Moder-
ator of the C.5.1. at the Eighth
Syaod held in Palayamkottai in
1952 and continued till 1966,
Bishop I.egg was an ardent
supparter of the Church Union
movement and demoostrated by
his own years in the episcopate
how the best elements of English
Congregationalism could enrich
the life of the United Church.

Az Moderator he represented
C.S. 1. as an official guest
at the Second Vatican Council,

The C.S5.1. and the world
wide Church have in his death
lost a great missionary Etalesman
aod a saintly Churchman,
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S. J. V. Chelvanayakam
Remembered

On Saturday, the 31st March,
1980, the 83rd birth anniversary
of the late Mr. 5., ]J. V. Chelva-
payakam, a Service of Thanks-
giving was held in the Tellipalai
Church at 8 a.m. Members of
Parliament and several Hindu and
Christian friends attended the ser-
vice. The Bishop, the Rt. Rev.
D. J. Ambalavanar preached the
Sermon during the eourse of which
he said as follows:

"“Let us now sing the praises

of famous men, the heroes of

our nation's history.”
(Heelestasticvs A4; 1)

There dte three lessons we
can learn from the life of the late
Mr, Chelvanayakam.

1. The importanci of good
nien getting involved in politics:
In the book of Judges (9:8-15}
js the parable of the trees told
by Jotham, the son of Gideon,
warning the people of Shechem
when they made Abimelech, his
brother, their king after Abimelech
had butchered his seventy other
brothers. The parable is that
when once the olive-tree, the fig-
tree and the vine bad declined to
be the king of the trees, the thoro-
busk apreed to be king only on
condition that all the trees come
under its protection; ''if not, fire
shall come out of the thern and
burn up the cedars of Lebanon."
Mr, Chelvapayakam was a good
man who was willing to be a
politician, Edmund Burke onee
said, "' The surest guarantee that
evil should triumph is that good
men should do nothing. "

2. The importance of leaders
who would fight with courage as
agents of change for the good:
Leaders can be of two kinds.
Those who would do only what
the people want, blowing with the
wind as it were, their policies
conditioned only by the desires
of the masses. Other leaders moti-
vated by a love for the people, with
historical perspective and vision of
the future try to change the course
of history. Winston Churchill
said, " A nation will never look
up to a leader who has his ears
always to the ground.,"” Mr,
Chelvapayakam could be compared

On the Third Anniversary of $JV's Home Call

< .
2age and patriot, ho more

att thou in whom

rhfl People enslayed, helpless as captives hound,
Whllst m chains of bondage a saviour found
To lead them in battle, contend with doom

That they may emerge a
Yet can it be?
Thy voice which like
T

nation out of the gloom !
Clear as a tocsin does sound

a strong, swift wind speeds round
own and hamlet that freedom there may bloom!

From the sacrificial fire o'thy love does rise
A nation strong in Faith, of vision clear,

Resolved to win th

ie freedom her sons most prize,

'Ijhe rights men hold sacred, value most dear,
Great Soul, thou art no more but thy Spirit lives on
And a ceaseless vigil keeps for the golden morn!

M. M. Pararajasingesm

WITHIN THE BOSOM OF SRI LANKA

Whatever patriots are left in
Sri Lanka, three decadec after
Independence, must be pgrieved
that and religion have be-
come the fatherland for o many,
as before the advent of the West,
In fact, the very idea of comm-
unity has tended to break down
whether in ancient villages ar
towns of colonial creation, while
the civic spirt could hardly Elerge
in districts administered from above
by revenue officials. Anpd, instead
of the concept of a modern pation
emerging, sensitive sauls have

race

Jaffna College Alumni
Meet in Colombo

The Colombo Branch of the
Jatfna College Alumni Association
held its Anpual General Meeting
on  Saturday, the 22nd Mazch,
1950 at Hotel Empress, Koliu-
pitya. BMr. 5. Kajanayagam, the
Director of the Jaffna College
Technical Institute and a Vice-
President presided in the absence
of the ex-officio president, viz the
Principal of the College. The Vice-
FPriocipal, Mr., A, Rajasingam gave
the alumni a report about the
college and the Rev. S, Manopavan,
the Secretary ef the parent body
explained to them the DProgramme

proposed for the Centenary Cele-
brations of the

year. Dr. & Mrs. W. R. Holmes
were present at the meeting and
Dr. Holmes spoke about the

changing relative size of Jalfna
College and the role it should
play in the cause of education
in Sri Lanka in the fature. He
also made a brief report about
his book on the Jafina Man to
be released shortly. The alumni
gave the Holmes' a farewell gift.
Mr. K. Chinniah was elected
Secretary in place of Mr. M. R.
Selvarajab who alopg with Mrs.
ILva Boaiface became additional
Vice:Presidents. Mr. M. A. Velu-
pillai continues as Treasurer as
also the other Vice-Presidents.

At the dipner which followed
in the hotel about a hundred and
twentyfive members participated.

to the Israelite liberator Moses,
When the Israelites lived as an
exploited race of slavesin Egypt,
Mozes took up their canse with
the Pharoah of ligypt. On that
occasion Moses could have asked
the Pharoah for betier living con-
dition, reduced working Lours, pay
rise or other benefits. Instead of
asking for apy such fringe bene-
fits, Moses demanded that Pharoah
should let his people go, so that
they may be free. Mr. Chelyva-
nayakam was a leader of similar
attitude and had a vision that his
people should live free with their
chests forward and heads held high,

3. The imporiance of follow-
g the _vight leader with the
carrect vomviction: Itissaid that
the final test of a leader is the
conviction and the will tbhat he
leaves behind in his followers to
carry oo, Mr. Chelvanayakam bag

. 2. One-year

Association this

wilnessed with agony the wesie
of vears in futile racial contro-
versies, and the waste of talent
following diserimination in access
te education and in filling direct-
ive positions in society! And
counted teo, the loss where in
the towns and villages, in work
places and the security services
in the schools and other societies,
a large proportion lead mental
lives in which feelings of group
hostility play av appreciable part!

(Continued on lasi page)

New Sessions begins: 12-5-80
Application close: 22-4-80

Apart from pormal courses rum in

past years, the following courses
are additional ;

1, Preliminary Technician course
for One year for those who
do not have G.C.E, (0.L)
passes in Mathematics and
Physics.

Craft course

Turners & Fitters.

for

Application forms and scale of
fees arc available in Institute
Office at One ripee each.

Director,
Jaffna College Technical lnstitute,
VADDUEODDAL

Appointment Vacant
1. Lecturer in
Electrical Engineering.

2. Lecturer in

Mechanical Engineering.

Graduates or those awaiting
results can apply. Salary
scale Rs. 650/- to 1,200/ per
mensem. and allowances.

3. lnstructor — Machine shop
Practice to take Turner &
Fitter classes.

Salary scale Rs. 300/- to 500/-
per mepsem, and allowances:

Apply on forms availeble in
Institute Office.

Director,
Jallna Cellege Technical Institute,
VADDUKODDAL

left behind such a will in us, and
it is for us to follow the path
he trod, to realise the goal he
set for the Tamils of Sri Laoka.
One is reminded of a cartopn
which showed a clumsily clad
youth gazing at the horizon and
seeing in it merely & question
mark. To some, this guestion
mark changes to the sign of the
Swastika, to others it becomes
the sign of the hammer and sickle.
To us today, the frst day of
Holy Week, sas it did to Mr.
Chelvanayakam, the question mark
on the horizon takes the form of
the cross. It was the way of the
cross that My, Chelvanayakam
followed 1o achieve victory through
loss, life through deatb and gain
through sacrifice, Let us pledge
to foliow the same path tred by
our Master Lord Jesus himself
via Lelorosa
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Dempcratic Decentralisation
) inti 10-8 79 the
idi . K. Jeyawardene's letter appointing on .
S Ems:.dllnlcj_ ion on ' Davolution " begins with the following
F ial Cef
preamble i — = .
”'Appreciating the advantages of democratic decenivalisation
for accelerating development and promoting pnrticipntmv. dﬁn:loA
cracy, the government bas decided to constitute a Presujanu.si
' Commissionr to make recommendations regarding a scheme o

devolution and decentralised administration.”
[ The Italics are ours.)

Nearly eight months after the ap_p::imment of the Comrmssllon. 3:
12} Page Report is now ready, according to news reports, with 3
recommendations, signed by eight members of the Commission. Two
of the.si.gnaturias have made notes of reservations.

One of the dissentients, Dr. Neelan Tiruchelvam .lms submitted
a separats Report and has followed it up with a mgu:ﬁcam g‘a.‘-ture.
He has donated the entire allowance of Rs, 13,500 paid m‘ him for
his services as a member of the Commission, to the 5. ]. V. Chell\-a-
m_f{ﬁ_‘fﬁs‘i Fond and the Tiruchelvam Memorial 1"Iunr.‘1. What
the siéniﬁcnnce of the gesture is, is for the reader to discern.

The very idea of appointling a Prezidential Commission on Dev-
olution in the context of pational events whi::h c.anvulsed the coun-
try immediately preceding August 1979, (which included a State of
I-.‘\.murgencs{ clamped down on the Northern part {‘:I‘f thn‘e counlry]j pre-
sﬁged in our view, an expeciation that the Presidential Commiszion
by virtus of its competence and representative character, would .be
in a position to dispassionately, recommend saEze measur‘es which
would bring the country nearer to. the goal of DPemocratic Decen-
tfnliaa:_ipn" and "participatory democracy '

But what has been divulged to us through the news media does
not conform to the general pattern of ' Democratic Decentralisation”
implied in the term ' Devolution ™.

‘The District Minister, accerdiog to the Report, will be the head
of the Development Council and will be in charge of money alloca-
ted from the Decentralised Budget. The District Secretary, that is
the G. A. will be the acconnting officer.

To assist 't_he District Minicter there will be an Executive Comm-
-;ilee.. wljich. n}j!_], consist of members of the Development Council
nominated by the District Minister. We wonder how much of
" Democratic Decentralisation” can be effected through such a rigid
monolithic structure. ;

There is, of course, a palliative implied in the recommiendation
‘of the Commission that the government should ‘explore’ the possibi-
lity of having a District Minister who could be a person outside
the government party.

The offer of this ‘palliative’ reflects in Some measure, an on-
easy conscience on the part of members of the Commission, that
* Devolution” in our contemporary political context, should be much
more meaniogful than a mere transference of power from the Ceniral
[Bovernment to the periphery through a machinery in which people’s
participation is only marginal.

Dr. Tiruchelvam bas, we find, in hig dissenting
mended that the Executive Committee of the Development Council
should consist of three or four members of the Counecil appoinied not
Ey.'thf District Minister alone but by two people, the District Min-
ﬁler and the Chaitman of the Developnient Cauneil who will be

lected by the C il and who will preside aver the deliberations,

Report tecom-

. .Dr. TiFuchelvam has also stated in his report that the Distriet
Minister WI]]I not be a member of the Development Council but when-
EVEr appropriate, send messages and address the Council,

President J. R, Jeyawardene in an address
openiog an Industrial and Agricultural Exbibition at Gampaha, has
stressed tha de_grea of power that the future District Development
Counciis_{ona for each of the 24 districts) will have in taking da-
cigiops pertaining to matters of development in the area,

he delivered after

Equally important as the power of the District Councile i8
our view, the mam&l'z'mry which would make this power truly a :
of the people and not a power imposed from aboye,
that we have to exercise the greatest eaution.

in
powey
It is just here

" There is always the temptation for the
earn for the totality: of life to become
pressed on many occasions by Dr, M.
Th_e_cl.ugyn of India.

State to make its con-
totalitarian, ' ig a fear ex.
M. Thomas, the well known

Gur of 140 UNP' members of
manyas 90 are holding posts as Mj
we will have t6 view the powers
cularly their power tg Hominate
of the new Distriet Development

Farliament in 5ri Lanka, today as

nisters. It isin this context, that

of District Ministers and parti-

members to the Executive Committee
Councils,

“The trath of th

Permﬂn Fhilosopher,

* Devolution® j

| . Eoverament mow to pro

& intention is in the action'' said Hegel, the
The Report of the Presidential Commicsion on
efore the government, It is the duty of the
Ve the ' iryth of its intention’,

(Contined fram first page)
and conseguences

Symptoms 15eq
race prejudice Are

of deepening
the race riots, which have some
six times since 1956 dug deep

the valleys of scparmioplbelween
the two major commun:.t:.es‘. and
the two exercises in WIILDE new
copstitutions, which both in thetr
content and manner of making

built further walls of separation.

The absence of a maLs
struggle for independence, like Fhe
many-sided  Gandhi-led [ndmln
movement, may possibly explain
why this country failed to throw
up the leadership committed 'fo
the ideal of a seeular, democtatic
nation state, and failed too 'tc
place before the people a cocial
philosophy on which to rear &
new nation. Instead, the political
leadership of the majority comm-
unity found an easy road to power
in starting a return journeylto
medieval tracks covered with
myths, For, as Frederick Hertz
recalls: " Every national ideology
has made preat use of two types
of myths, that of noble descent
of the pation and that of its great
mission. " By way of defensive
reaction, the Tamil leadership cited
the historical argument, that itis
the  British' Oceupation which
“shackled together' the hitherto
separate Sinhalese and Tamil king-
doms. So estranged, neither side
is prepared to concede that his.
tory is a fHowing stream; that
when the British super-imposed
an Island-wide political and ad-
ministrative unity, it was bot a
fulfilment of the fundamental cul-
tural and spiritual unity, which
was the cumulative message of
Sri Lanka’s history. Alas, even
top-ranking civil servants, belong-
ing to the college of professional
administrators developed on the
British model and in the new
context of the rule of law, often
forgot their pledged loyalty to the
entire nation and the obligation
to treat all citizens as eqnals at
every public counter.

0 (] Q
Prof. A. J. Wilson has said
recently that even if all the blat-
antdiscrimination practised against
the Tamil people be blotted ant
and the Sinhalese army of occu-
pation in their midst is removed,
he would still doubt that Tamil
nationalism will ever be stilled,
Ernest Renan said a century ago
that more than anything else, it

is common grief that biods R
nation together. Yet, given lofty
statesmanship on  bath sides, it

may be possible ta work out at
a Round Table a settlement assur-
ing the Tamils the
their demand within
work of Sri Lanka,
turmoil in  Assam, which has
evoked a positive response from
a_ngdhian Peace mission from
Delhi, bhas perhaps lessons for us,
Gandhi FPeace Foundation Secret.
ary Radhakrishna' identified the
main problems as @ degire for

essence of
the frame-
The present

Reginteved s i ;\’aw.s-pupef- at the G. B 0, §
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of decentralised government _tha[
would both ensure sn:cb reg‘.mTai
autonomy and obviate the domin-
ation of one ethpic gr.glup by
another 7 Given good will, con-
ventions may be agreed upon, s.-u:;h
as the proportion of members from
and the

both language groups
regions of the country fo serve
in the Central Cabinet, the Su-

preme Courl, State Corporations,
and the various directive and con-
sultative bodies. Given geod will,
there will also be a fair allacation

of national and foreign resources
for development. Not least, the
language aceord will cover the
entire country.

O @] O

A political settlement can hut
be the beginning. What we should
be after is integration of the peo-
ple at people’s level, more than
of the state at state level. We
may point to five roads leading
to this desirable goal, First, the
multi-ethnic classroom, with rea-
sonable concentration cof both lan-
guage groups, soas not to violate
the identity and self-esteem of
either group, can contrihnte to a
barmonicus multi-cultural, mulli-
ethnic society in Sri llanka. Faor,
here they learn each mh:er through
each other’s languape and each
other’s language through each
other. Secend, since by the nature
of the case, the number of multi-
ethnic schools will be limited,
the distance between different eth-
nic groups and sacial elasses and
even different regions, would be
reduced if senior pupile ard school
leavers are encouraged to live arnd

work in sarama-dana camps in
different parts of the country.
Third, by a similar token, one

or two universities, couceived as
national universities, and ccme
post-graduate departments of re-
gional universities also so desigred,
will help to bind the generations
together, when they come to share
“a common intellectual estate’.
It goes without saying that all
universities should be autonomous
and access should be on merit.

Fourth, "burn the books which
teach hatred, burn them all,"”
Following this cry. of Anatole

France at the end of World War 1,
the movement for the mutual re-
vision of history books commenced,
French and German historians,
the historians of the five Scandi-
navian countries, and so on, We
too would do well to rewrite the
History of Sri Lanka as an in-
tegral nation-wide conception, dis-
carding racial myths and without
elevating spells of fighting among
adventurers into mnational wars,
On the other hand, a trilingual
anthology of selections from an-
cient and modern writing, wull
belp to comvey the badly needed
message of reconciliation, Lastly,
a free Press, with a Code and
with dedicated journalists, “apd
other mass imedia, also free of

‘state control, could belp to cpen

# DEW page in our history,

K. Nesiah
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of South India by Mr. Phiip
Jaffna, and published by
Jaffoa, at Sgj Sanmuganatha
1850,
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