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Valedictory Service

at
United Theological College,
Bangalore
The Valedictory Service. at

the United Theological College,
Bangalors took place on Sunday

30th March at 6-00p. m- 'I“ha
service was led by the acting
Principal, Dr. Pitambar; the

Valedictory sermon was delivered
by Mr. S. W. Schmitthenner. The
diplomas and certificates of . theo-
logical students were distributed
by Mr. M. Abel, the President
of the College Council and
Principal of #adras Christian
College. The certificates and
diplomas of students of the
Y. M.C. A. Trainiog School were
distributed by Mr. D. S. Chiona-
durai on behalf of the General
Secretary of the National Council
of YMCAs in India. The prayer
of dedication was led by DMrs.
D, L. Gopala Ratnam. Fifteen
students were awarded the post-
graduate diploma and 34 students
the diploma in Theology with
Mr. Nesan Kadirgamar leadiog
the list with a first class. Nine
students were awarded the YMCA
certificates.

There was alsoa valedictory
dinner when speeches were made
by students and professors.

SJV's
83rd Birth Anniversary

Our news account of the
Remembrance Service at the Tel-
lippalai Church on 1-4-80 on the
occasion of the 83rd Birth Anni-
versary of Mr. 5. J. V. Sslva-
nayakam, bad a serious omission.

Rev, D. R. Ampalavanar, Pres-
byter of the Tellippalai Church
conducted the Service and also
led the Litany of Praise for
the life and work of the late
revered Tamil Leader.

We
error.

regret the inadvertent

OBITUARY

O Mrs. Annaratnam Alfred,
mother of Rev., Sevak Sam
Alfred was called Home on
8th of April in her 77th year.
She was ailing for some months
and was treated at the Mcleod
Hospital, Inuvil,

Rev. 8. P. Jeyasingam con-
ducted the Service at her
residence, Rav. S, Manopavan
and Rev. Igsac Selvaratnam
paid tributes to the life and
work of one whose influence as
a mother extended to the entire
parish at Navaly, The Et. Rev.
D. J. Ambalavanar offered the
final prayer and Benediction,

Her remains were interred
at the Manipay Church Burial
Grounds, Sevak Sam Alfred
performed the commital rites.

She leaves behind four soms

&nd_a very large circle of
relations and friengs,

The Passing of a Sportsman —
V. G. George of Jaifna College

It is difficult to believe that
V., G. George is no more though
his death did not come asa sur-
prise. A few years ago he was
aflicted by that dreadful malady —
capcer. When I heard about it
1 wrote to him saying I was
sure that, as the true sportsman
that he was, be would put up a
gallant fight against the dizease
and win. And so it looked. He
kept the enemy at bay for some
vears but at last the relentless
foe has conguered-

1 used to wisit him
time 1 went ‘o Celombo. Once
be had lost his veice and could
not speak at all. He had an
exercise book in which he wrote
his questions and then listened
intently to the answers. At the
end he never forget to inquire
about the family amd each one of
the children. It was just like
him, so cheerful and so pracious.
And then to my utter amazement
he wrote down that he was taking
Ted Oppenheim and his wife,
who were then on a visit to Cey-
lon, to Galle the following week
to show them round the place.
And so he did. He recovered his
voice completely and was well
eneugh to go about visiting friends
and attending religions meetings,
Latterly he went to India and
even worked there.

every

I remember coaching him in
cricket as a little boy in shorts
at Jaffna College. He used to
field at fine leg. Then he gradu-
ally blossomed out into a great
athlete excelling in the jumps.
In 1940 he broke the British
Commonwealth school boy record
in the high jump clearing over
6 feet. He was very good in
Pole Vault toe. I bavea picture
of him sailing gracefully over the
cross bar and breaking a record
in 1939 on the Jaffoa Esplanade.
He came in the wake of a gall-
axy of athletic stars like I. Raja-
ratnam and K. Duraisingham of
Manipay Hindu and Kibuka of
St. Patrick’s, produced by the
Jafina Schools Sports Association.
Ethirveerasingam of Jaffna Cen-
trai came after him,

I gave him bis first appoint-
ment as Sports Master at Union
College in 1941. This is what
the College Magazine had to say
then:— " Our Principal brouget
into our midst with welcome sur-
prise Mr. V., G. George, the waell-
known sportsman, whose fame for
creating and breaking records has
evoked the wonder and admiration
of the spertsmen and the sports-
loving public of Ceylon. What
an object - of enyy to the other
institutions! Mr, Georee was
posted up as Physical Director
of the College. All Tellippalai
convulsed with thrills of joy. Mr.
George started work with charac.
teristic earnestness. This wonder
athlete and model of modesty be-
came the draw of the place and
Potential athletes rushed to hip

Prodigal use of ‘Power’

The excessive use of electri-
city in the country due to the
unrestricted import of air condi-
tioners, electric cockers and other
electric appliances from  abroad
has resulted in the government
takipg a firm decizion to impose
an islandwide power-cut.

A Power-cut from 9 p.m. to
8 a, m. may not be an impossibi-
lity if the people do not conserve
electricity but continue (o be pro-
digal in their use of ‘power’.

Windmills bhove Lecome a
common sight in the countryside,
The first consignment of windmills
arrived in the island shortly., One
of them has been purchased by
the Anna Farm at Maruthana-
madam (near the Ashram) and
has already been installed,

for instruction, He imparted to
these avid athletes not merely the
technigunes of athletics but alse
the right spirit of sportsmapship
of which he is the very embodi-
ment, "

George remained in the school
only for a short time as he left
soon in order Lo accept a rank
in the army. But duripg this
short period he succeeded in giv-
ing the boys the correct orienta-
tion to sports and the right
standards of sportsmanship.
the same year Union took part
for " the first time in the Inter-
Collegiate Sports Meet. Young
Selvarajasingam, whom George
bad coached, carried away the
first place in the Junior .Long
Jump. Justice Nibill, who was
the Patron of the Meet, picked
Selvarajasingam for special men-
tion in his speech and commented
on the perfect style of the jump.

I remember the time in the
very early twenties when his father
K. V. George came to Jaffoa
College as the Drawing Master.
He was a great gymnast and the
gymoasium hall, once a special
feature of Jaffna College, was his
favourite haunt. He used to per-
form on the horizontal bar, the
rings, the parallel bars and the
trapeze to the delight of wvisiting
teams from Jaffoa and disting-
uished guests from other parts of

Ceylon. In this respect he foll-
owed Rajapooshasam, an Indian
student, whe wused to do the

same. Hajapoosbapam also played
football and every time he shot
a goal he would jump ioto the
air and perferm two or three
somersaults to thrill the crowds
before he landed on the ground.

George leaves behind his wife,
Grace, daughters Roshini and
Romini, sepr Ravi who has just
passed out of Vellore, four broth-
ers — all well-known sportsmen—
three sisters and his aged mother.
To all these we extend our heart-
lelt sympathy., May God comfort
them all,

LP.T

In’

IN MEMORIAM

In EVERLOVING MEMORY OF
OUR DEAR ONE

Mrs. ANNA NESAMMA
ARUDPRAGASAM

Departed :

20-4-1969

" God is our refuge and sivength,
A very present help in trouble,™

Atfectionately remembered by
all her loved ones.
“ Jasmine Cottage ",
Kopay.

Letter to the Editor

Navajeevanam,
Paranthan,
15-4-80.

The Editor,

" The Morning Star?.

DPear Editer,

This letter is not the begin-
ning of " Moroing Star®™ corres-
ponderce; any who wish can write
directly to me, or speak to me.

1 just want to clear the minds
of any who think I am mixing
Christianity and Hindoism — 1
assure you I am not. My lifsis
completely dedicated to our Lord,
and when I do Yoga my whole
mind is oo Jesus — I learnt frem
& friend and Yogi in Tellippalai
who himself taught me correct
deep breathing — *'Je .....sus’ —
When keeping the technigme of
Sarvangasarar (to me it is 'shoul-
der stand’') for 5 or 10 minutes
I sing silently in my miod Psalm
23 and a number of prayerful
bymns (i.e., Methodist Hymn
Book 632, 475, 463, 535) and
also well koown Tamil lyries—
I anlso pray for those wha have
asked for my prayers,

Yoga means ' Unity ' — it ends
with " Shanthi Shanthi v«
Shanthi" Peace — many Christs
ians bave this beautiful pame —
" Shanthi™, Yoga berefits health,
vitality, serenity anpd poise.

Each position has definite
physical bepefit also, and this I
have experienced during the 3
years that | have givento Yoga,
almost daily (30-45 minates).
There are many positions that I
am not able to do, but I do those
that are helpful to me,

Physieally I am healthy —
Recently during CNAPT Health
Week, I cycled to and from two
centres each 7 miles away — 14

miles to and from the meeting
each day. [am happy, calm, and
energetic,

Most of all I am strengthened
in my close communigd with my
Lord Jesus Christ. This is my
4Gth year in Ceylen/ Sri Lanka,

Elizabeth Baker
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EDITORIAL Extracts from the Enthronement Sermon of the

University Admission Scheme — 1980 - 8|

The results of the G.C. E. (Advanced Level) Examinations of
August 1979 have been released and the April A L Examination _uf
1980 has commenced with, unfortunately, no appreciable f:]:an‘ga in
the gripes that have afflicted the students who appear (m:. tIT‘:lIS Bx-
emination year after year in the hope of "a distant dawnl in tht.-.u
horizon of obtaining a more equitable scheme of University admis-
sions.

" Standardisation ', Fresident ]. R. Jeyawardene avers has been
abolished. But the fact still remains that only 30 per cent _0[ stu-
dents enter on mierit and the remaining 70 per cent on criteria tlfs.t
has no relevance to student attainmentis at this important examin-
ation. : . :

The classification of educational regions, some into depnv:d}
regions aﬁd others into 'proscribed' ones [lho}:gh Inot sclte‘rme in.
for the purpose of determinicg the quota of Un}vermty admrssllons :
Sri Lanka, has had a freezing effect on educational talent 1In IhE
country, for well nigh a decade. At the mome‘nt. we l::an:.n. in ths
Jaffua Campus there are students from the E.Bs‘tern Eravmcr;lwr‘
bave gained admissions te the Science Faculty with : Hire:f o? I;::v:;
passas, while those with four eredit passes from Jafloa schools
been refused admission,

Every year as the time approaches for admitting 5lf1denls Lo it‘hla

Universities, the government, swayed by an uneagy copscience, ma bes
“a determined sffort to cushion the blow on dﬂserwng_ (‘:andlfiilltesl ¥
the announcement of external degree courses, 'open Universities E_tc-
etc. But these, we know, are yet to function in a manner which
would give satisfaction to parents and students wi?o h!:d them;ell\'es,
in the last analysis, victims of '@ system’ of Umv_srsﬂly admissions
which in the country has become politically a sensitive issue, that no
.gmz;arnmqn_t in power dares, to seripusly meddle with, however laud-
‘able its intentions are,

The 120 foreign doctors now in government employment and the
large number of foreign engineers who have been deployed and who
will be deployed for the accelerated Mahaweli Project, underscore a
"very important truth. The country has to produce within the next
few years the technical manpower necessary for its needs — not the
kind of manpswer churned out of our universities where the majority
of students admitted (70 per cent) are not on a merit criteria but
on & criteria whose only merit is its political expediency.

We appreciate the gennine efforts made by this government to
improve the standards of higher education in the country. _Eng-lish,
we are told, is a mast now for specialised and professional courses
in the University. But we also learn that there are subtle efforts
made, to sabotage this scheme.

It needs no reiteration that the qualitative criteria of Sri Lankan
" graduates is mot a political issue. As a couniry, we rise or fall by
the gwality of our graduates, What the country needs today is man-
power, sturdy, independent and poised who in their upiversity educa-
tion bave imbibed the ability “to get experience out of ideas” not
. the kind of graduates who have been overly dependest on lecture
-~ Dotes and Jack self-confidence,
Nafa_y Street today is cluttered with reports on wvarious aspects
. of Education — the Bogoda Premaratne Report on General Education,
"thg_ Goanalingam Report on Technical Education, the Sugathapala
Report on Apprenticeship etc, ete.

tha._t odr system of Education in this country, including that of Higher
_:Ed_u:iatian. could be geared to meet Sri Lanka's massive push to
atiract a big slice of foreign investment in the Free Trade Zone
and outside and =g create avepues of employment for our youth,

As we zee it, there is stil] much more to be' done i Education
in the country to make it cope with the pace of industrialisation
which bas gained considerable momentum in Tecent months with the
decision of the Lee Kuan Yew Bovernment in- Singapore to ‘'re.
locate " its industrial thrust,

Necassity must override fear arid tnfirnity in making some very
bold decisions in the Educational sphere as, for instance, the making
of English a compulsory subject at the O], and AL Levels (malking
allowance for a transitional stage) and also the Scrapping of any
kind of educational concessions allowed to any educational region in
the country.

Let it wot be said of University Education
Lord Melbsuroe once facetiously said of

"“What I like about the Order
18 00 d ..d mezit about i, "

in Sri Lanka as
the Order of the Garter \—

of the Garter is, that there

Jaf fna_zt_h_le;:_ ?

Oastandi_nk_ Fe

rformance
Master €. A. Arnold presently 15 saconds for the 110 Metres
2 B Com student at Madras Hurdles event. His performance
Christiau  College and former was high lighted by the Indian
Jaffina College athlste equalled Exprose.
the existing record at the Inter- Master C. A, Arnold  is he
Zonal Athletic. Mest organised by son of the late Mr, Arnold' and

the Food Corporation- of India

P i Mrs, Sugirtham Arnol
in New Delhi last month clickipg ; roold of Nayaly,

Manipay.

Archbishop of Canterbury

The pew Atrchbishop of Can-
terbury, the Most Rev. r;}qd Rt.
Honourable Robert Runcie was
enthroned as Archbishop of Can-
terbury on the 25th of March _at
the Canterbury Cathedral with
the customary ceremony. Among
the guests were the Most Rev.
Solomen Doraiswamy, Modemilor
of the Church of Sauthllndtf\.
Heads of other denominations in
Britain including Roman Catholic
Cardinals were present.

We give below brief extracts
from the new Archbishop's En-
thronment Sermon.

St. Luke, Chapter 1, verse 32
(frem the Gospel for the day).
“And the angel said to Mary,
‘Jesus shall be great and shall
be called the szon of the highest,
and the Lord God shall give him
the threne of his father David.""”

Jesus was given a throne.
That means he was given author-
ity, but authority of what kind,
and how did he come by it?

On the day of his own en-
thronement, an archbishop does
well to ponder such matters, which
touch not only him but the whole
Christian community. The Church
exists as an embodiment of Jesus
Christ. It exists to express God's
love for men and to draw men
to an ever deeper love of God.

We are doing the work as
we become more like Jesus Christ.

Our proper authority comes
by being like him and our WAY
to a throme must be like his
WaY.

Fer the Church to have the
authority of Jesus Christ, it must
not merely repeat the definitions
of belief distilled by our forerun-
ners, vitally important though this
is. The Church must live now
as Jesus Christ weuld live now.

Like Isaiab of old, we must
begin by admitticg that |we have
fallen short of the vision which
is given to us; but his response
was "“Woe is me for 1 am a
man of unclean lips and I dwell
in the midst of a people of un-
clean lips™. This penitence should
be a constant note of our life in
the church, Taday we celebrate
the response to God's call made
by a young woman of no pgreat
family or education. She was able
to hear God speaking in a way
which was, and 15, not possible
of the worldly-wise with the crust
of success which cakes the eyes
and covers the years, * How shall
these things he " Wonder, long-
ing, obedience are the mixture in
Mary, the first to respond to the
call of God in Christ,

So  the strange authority of
Christ's chureh begins not in the
assumption that e possess all
the answers but in our recogni-
tion of our poverty of spirig,
From that cap come a real long-
ing to hear God speak. Onpe of
the major themeg of the New
Testament s that a gense of
Dossession gels jp the way of
Epiritual growth, Our lives must
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be full of longing as we struggle
to become more Christ-like.

That is why this isa service
of glorious celebration.

But the personal dedication
around which it revolves is a
dedication to the way of Jesus
Christ, and the support of all
who share with me in this dlay
will find no better expression
than in the personal dedication
of all who cam follow with me
in that way.

It is not just the Pontifex,
that rather grand title which slm-
ply means ‘' bridge-builder . We
are all to be the bridge-builders
in the world, the bridge between
God and man, found for us in
the face of Jesus Christ, the
bridge between the Jesus of his-
tory and the living Christ of our
experience, the bridge between
Christian and Christian, the bridee
between Christians and a world
where our allies will be the God-
seekers, the peacemalers, and
friends of the poor.

But if yom would seek to
put the world to right, dao you
begin with some other person or
with yourself? It is a day to
remember that the confrontation
of God with man ecalls out not
the interest of the spectator but
the fresh and renewed response
of the seeker. " Here am L
send me, I am the Lord's ser-
vant. As you bave spoken — so
be it."”

St. John's College, Jaffna
Vocational Training Institute

Applications are invited for a
two  vear course in Motor
Engineering leading to the Dip-
loma in Automobile Engineering
and A. M. L M. I (London),

Staff: Qualified Lectures trained
by Tata Engineering & Loco-
mative Ce., and Ashok Leyland
(India),

Medium: Euglish & Tamil,

Qualifications: Should be over
16 years and must have passed
in at least four subjects at the
G.C.E. (0. L) or N. C.G.E,
Examination with English as
one of the four,

Fees: Rs.

400/- per year or
Rupees Forty per month.
Theory and Practical Classes

will be conducted ar
St. John's College,
between 9 a, m. and 4 p. m.

The Course wil] commence pn
the 2nd of June, 1980,

_ Applications
(in the student's own handwiiting)
close on 12th May,

Scholarships will be awarded
to deserving students.

Principal.
St. John's College.
Jaffoa,
11th April, 1950,
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