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Youth Get Together

The Youth Leagues of lhle
Manipay, Uduvil, Vaddukoddal,
Chavakachcheri C.S. 1. churches
and of St.John's Church, Chundi-
kuli, conducted a full day pro-
gramme &t Manipay oo Thursdg}h
the 10th of April. The meetl_nﬁ
started with the opening service
in the church led by Malini
Dharmaseelan of Manipay. }Ie.ya-
kumar Sinnadurai, the President
of the Manipay Youth League
welcomed  the gathering at the
Parish Hall,

The Bible Study commenced
self-introduction.  Mrs.

after the :
R. Thampiyappah led the B1b_{a
Study and discussion. Mr. G.

Rajanayagam of the staft of ]n[l_'ng.
College, spoke on " Youth pa_rtm-
pation and the Christian Fa!th ".
This ended the morning Session.

The programine in the even-
ii:g consisted of sing-s0DE and in-
door games led by Shantini Nava-
ratnam of Manipay, student, Christ-
jan Medical College, Vellore.
This was followed by & short
game of crickst between the chur-
ches. The Manipay Youth League
hosted the members to Tea and
Short-eats.

Mr. B. K. Sathiaraj, Presi-
dent, Youth League, Chavalkach-
cheri thanked the Mamipay Youth
Leagne on behalf of the churches
present for the full-day programme
which was enjoyable and profit-
able. This joint programme ens
abled the young generation of the
five churches to participate, get
to know each other, and to learn
lessons of imitiative and self-help.
The Secretary of the Manipay
Youth League, Dilrukshini Appa-
durai znd Mrs. Sam Thampoe,
the wife of the Presbyter of the
Blanipay Church, thanked all those
who had helped to make this joint
programme a success. The day
ended with a shori service con-

ducted by the Chbavakachcheri

Youth League. — Cor.

Educaiion

O A Science Scholarship will
be iostituted in memory of
Father Peter A. Pillai by his
past students, A payment of
Rs. 3000 will be made to an

exceplionally good Science stu-
dent (irrespective of his/her
race or religion) who is unable
to pursue higher education at
the University. One Scholar-
ship will be awarded each year
for a four-year course. ‘The
number of scholarships will be
later increased to four.

QO 250 Science students and in
Arts students hayve applied for
A. L. (London) Examipation
of June, 1980, The entrance fee
for the Exam is Re 150 and
8 fee of Rs. 360 is payable,
.[m each subject offered. Subjects
involving a practical examination
will be charged Rs, 100 more
85 Examination Fee,

: Written Y'ests in two Centres

in .Culnmbo commences on

2-6:80 and Practical Tests in

the Grst wesk of May,
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Batticaloa Mourns
Death of District Minister

Mr. M. Capagaratnam, Second
M. P. for Pottuvil and District
Minister, Batticaloa died on Sun-
day (20-4.50). The cremation was
on Wednesday (23 4-80).

Entering Parliament as a
TULF candidate at the July 1977
elections, he crossed over to the
government ranks in  December
1977 and became District Minister
of Batticaloa.

Under the Constitution, the
Commissioner of Elections will
now call upon the Secretary of
the Unpited National Party to
neminate a person to Afill the
VACATICY.

Tellipalai Graveyard Walls
Completed

The four
the Tellipalai
have  been

boundary walls of
Church Graveyard
completed under
the supervision of Mr. I. P.
Thurairatnam. A special Remem-
brance Service was lheld at the
graveyard on Holy Saturday, the
5th April, 1930 when the Bishop,
the Rt. Rev. D). ]. Ambalavanar
participated to offer the prayer
of dedication ard preach the
message. ‘The graveyard, con-
sidered the best maintained church-
yard in all Jaffna, is an example
for ather churches to follow.

Gifts received by Public

Officials

The Government has directed
the TForeign Ministry to re-
examine and report on procedures
goverping the receipt of gifts by
public officers both at home and
abroad.

The tradition  that gifts
received in excess of Rs. 250 be
either surrendered to revenue or
payment in lieu made, i5 DNOwW
observed more in the breach than
in the performance.

Wedding
Curtis — Rajasingam

Wedding Bells at the C. S. 1.
Church at Uduvil brought to the
altar on Saturday (19.4.80) at
4-30 p.m, Srizskandarajah Curtis,
| Asst. Branch Manager, Mercan-
tile Credit Ltd,, Jafina Branch |,
son of the late Advocate T. K,
Curtis and Mrs. Mary Curtis of
Hultsdorf and Samathapavathany
Rajasingam, daughter of Mr. C.

E. Rajasingam, English Editor
of The Morning Star and Mrs,

Rajasingam of Uduavil,

The Kt. Rev. D.]. Ambala-
vanar, Bishop of the J. D.C. 5. L.
performed the nuptial ceremony,
assisted by Rey, N, W, G. Suguna-
rajah, Presbyter of the Uduvil
Church and Canon V. S. D Sathia-
nadhan. Rev. A, C. Thambirajah
of Navajecvanam preached the
homily.

A reception followed at the
bride’s residence at Uduvil.

Extracts from the Annual Letter (1979) of Dr. M. H. Harrison

Visit of the Pope

On  this, the first day of
October, 1 am beginning thiy letter
on a date which mapy of my
fellow-residents in the Boston area
will consider historic,
Far now, in less thap an hour,
His Holiness, Pope John Paal 11,
should be arriving from Ireland
at the Boston Airport. It is said
to be the first time that an offi-
ciating pope has visited this largely
Roman Catholie eity. In honour
of his cuming, today has been
declared s public heliday.

uniquely

Mass and Homily

From the airport the motor-
cade passed throvgh the tunpel
beneath Boston harbor, and then
to the largely Italian North End

of Boston, then to the largely
Irish South End. In both he

was warmly welcomed by the
crowds where many had been
waiting for most of the day to
catch a {leeting glimpse as he
passed by. He made his first
stop at the Holy Cross Cathedral
in Roxbury where he was greeted
by some two thousand priests,
seminary students and a few cour-
agecus nums, There he spoke,
although I have not found his
words reproduced by the press,
His main engagement in Boston

was & mass and homily at the
Boston Common in the heart ef
down-town Boston. This 48.acre
public park is overlooked by the
gold dome of the Massachusetts
State House, and at another cor-
ner by the steeple of the (Con-
gregational} Park Street Church.,
A high red-carpeted platform for
the conduct of the mass had been
erected by the Catholic Archdio-
cese in a fairly level portion of
the Common at its Western end,
but the whole area had been
equipped with lights apd loud
speakers, se that all could zee
and hear, Upfortunately just about
the time the pope and the con-
siderable number of assisting bi-
shops mounted the platform, the
clouds which had been showering
at intervals all day burst ferth in
a torrential downpour, so that
probably all {hat the pope could
see was a vast sea of umbrellas.
Estimates of the size of the crowd
participatig varied, but wusually
trusiworthy newepapers have esti-
mated it as more than fooar hun-
dred thousand, Even this is less
than the rumbers a few days ear-
lier just outside of Dublin, where
it is reported that more than the
total population of that city was
present.

{Contiriued on last page)

Mr. K. E. Mathiaparanam

The funeral service of Mr.
K. E. Mathiaparapam, retired tea-
cher of Jaffna College, took place
at his residence 32, IKotelawala
Avenue, Bambalapiliy on Wednes-
day, the 9th of April. A specially
composed Thevaram was rendered
before the service by a former
student, Mrs. Bhuvaneswary Aruna-
chalam. The funeral szervice at
home was conducted by Rev. Dr.
Colton Wickremaratne, Chairman
of the Assemblies of God of Sri
Lanka, assisted by Rev, E. Fer-
nando, Tributes were paid on be-
half of the Assemblies of God of
Sri Lanka by Rev. W. ]. G. Bel-
ing, Retired Chief Inspector of
Art; on behalf of Jaffna College
by Mr. A R. Kadirgamar, Prin-
cipal of Jallna Cellege; on behalf
of the Old Students by Mr. K.
Lakshmana lyer, lietired Directer
of Education. A Special song was
rendered by a male quartet. At
the service at the Grave Yard,
Kanatte, the fuperal oration and
commital rites were performed by
Rev, Dr. Colton Wickremaratne,
assisted by Rev., L, Japnsz, A
special solo was rendered by Mrs.
Colton Wickremaratoe, while the
casket was lowered.

Mr, Mathiaparanam leaves be-
hind his wife, sous — Seelan and
Chelvam and their families, daugh-
ters — Selvi and Arul, grandson,
Nathapiel and his motber, his
sister, Mrs. PP, W.J. Muttiah of
IKaddudai and host of (riends aod
relations to mourn his loss. His
eldest son, Thilagan pre-deceased
him fourteen years ago.

IN BRIEF .iimai

® Al dociors
abroad  will

eligible to go
be released in
batches, according toa decision
Under the
No Pay Situdy Leave Schenie
only doctors with
(Part 1) Post Graduate qual-
ifications can epply for release.
90 doctors who left this
scheme have completed their
course but met yet returned,

of the government,

Primary

on

® The University of Baiticaloa

is expected to be opened in
October this Fortyfive
million rupees yet to be
approved by the government to
start this upiversity, The Uni-
versity of Moratuwa will scon

re-upen with Prof. K. K, Y. W,

year.
has

Perera, as the Acting Vice
Chancellor.
O Mr. Jeevamalai Samuel

Vyramuttn (63) of Uduvil passed
away on Monday, 14ih of April.
He was employed in the Kan-
kesanthurai Cement Iactory
for many years and retired re-
cently. The Funeral Service
was held at the residence of
his sister, Mrs. Kandayanam of
Love Lane, Uduvil. Fastor
Wordsworth of the Assembly
of God conducted the Service,

He was a talented Violinist
(Western Music) and at one
time was associated with the
Tellippalgi C. S. 1. Church
Chair,
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THE MORNING STRAR.

EDITORIAL
The Church and National Development

&ri Lankan Prime Minister Premadasa's New Year Message to
the Nation has the following significant comment :—

“The technique, the scientific skill and machinery witll1 which
a modern dam is built has changed but ol the principle on
which ils walers arc distributed for the welfare of the enfire

communsty, [ Italics are ours, )

We are happy that the Prime Minister has‘ unerringly put .his finger
at the root of the problem of development in A_smn countnels. Ec-
opomic growth is valid and authentic only if it 1s accompanied by
social and political distributive justice.

Even GNP percentages in any country do not earrectly rgﬂsct
the country’s economic development. They (ths. GNP parcentagfisl
say nothing on whether growth in any country 18 evenly or fairly
distributed.

In Asia, long term imprisonment without trial remains Preva]ent
many countries — in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Brunei, China, Indo-

in .
nesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Taiwan, Cap national development
be authentic if people have full stomachs but are mot free.

i Haobury Brown, of the University of Sydney, Australia
in a:r:f:::::s he ga.vi on The Nature of Sciemce at the MIT World
Conference last July, underlined an important truth which has been
evident for some time. Science today is allied with power an.d ha.;s
lost some of those precious qualities traditionally associated with it.

It is no wonder then that the process of modernisation in many
Asian countries has shown up in a startling way the ambiguities of
development.

The situation in Sri Lanka too needs to be watched very eare-
fully. Entreprepeurs are moviog c¢n masse into the country lured by
the cheap labour it offers. Women have been exploited for labour
intensive industries (as for instance, the textile industry ) in the Free
Trade Zone or used as part of the lure for giving tourism B Dew
boost. | The tourist invasion this year is expected to be in the re-
gion of 30,000.]

All the way from Wellawatte to Papadura —an area where
houses were once available on reasonable rents for middle income
groups of Sri Lankaps, (government and mercantile officers) — today
one Ands promivent boards displayed in front of houses and apart-
ments, * For Foreigoers only”. The latest news in this sphere of
development is even more startling. FPrivate House owners, close to
the city will be given Bank loans (Rs. 40,000 to Rs. 75,000) to
renovate their houses and provide amenities for tourists. '' Men are
often home sick in their homes and strapgers under the sun” sang
the Poet. Can development which gives an unfair advantage to ' the
clever few" be called ' authentic?

A npews item which hit the headlines in our newspaper in recent
weeks, is a pointer to another ambiguity in our development process.
Economy TV sets for the commosn man in the price range of Rs,
1000 to Rs. 1500 is ome of the ambitious projects of the government.
Owning 2 television set, at a time of ' bread-line living", ([ with
even the quality and weight of the bread to all appearances reduced)
certainly appears to us a freak national phenomenon. b

But who is 'the common man' today in Sri Lanka? Wae leave
our readers to discern. ** Television”, it has been said, ' has recre-
ated ta the modern democracies, one of the conditions Iof the Greek
city state — all citizens can see and hear their leaders.” To this
end, Television, perbaps is not a luxary.

5 Suc‘cess Y, Dr. D. T, Niles used to say with his characteristic
accent, 'is mever a Christian value™. Accelerated development in
many Asian countries today, is accompanied by frenetic efforts by
“a clever few” io achieve success at any cost, exploiting the poor,

the marginalised and the victims of oppression.

";‘he [‘.hti?tianl Chureh today, in this context, is called upon fo make
a living cotribution to mpational life and to the life of individuals
who look to the church for spiritual refuge and hope even ''under
their ragged umbrellas ",

“ Have more fo be more! was Pope Paule VI's formula for

De\re?opmzut. Economic development has no meaning unless its ultimate
_gcﬂl is human dovelopment, The common good should no longer be
identified with the interests of o clever few. It should embrac
tha_ freedom and betterment of cveryonme. It is founded op th{:|
obligation that everyone should realise his human posaibilities, ;

Denominationalism and its proliferation unfortunately stand in
the way of the Church fulfilling this important mission As
leader of the Presbyterian Church in Kenya, put it recunth: i Wa
duplicate Christian service and waste our meagre ﬁnnnclinl .nz

human resources in the gui ivi i
1 guise of giviog an Anoglican, or
Catholic, or a Methodist witness.” I P

1§ is time t'hat the Church “recovers its integrity” to the
message it proclaims as goodnews to the needy and the oppressed

and fieds its identity in the soil of Asian eulture.

Annual Letter (1979) oo

(Continued from first page)

Common Ground
The mass WAS :
D ish, following the )
I{;:tgi]can [1, 1 was struck with
how many portions of it were
already familiar to my Protestant
ears, Parts of it were taken over
by the Anglican Book of Common
Prayer, and from that source have
peen adopted in the lilurmes. of
some other Protestant denomina-
tions. Again 1 was interested to
find that an execellent anthem was
based on ~ Protestant Neander's
hymn, ' Praise to the Lord, the
Almighty, the King of Creation .
Both in liturgy and in music
Catholics and Protestants already
have much common ground. The
pope’s homily, addressed especially
to the young people, was based
on the gospel incident of the rich
young man. A npewspaper com-
ment compared the pope’s serious
and engaging appeal to the style
of an American popular evangelist.
He concluded his homily with
lines taken from ' America, the
Beantiful * written by a Wellesley
College professor, Katherine Lee
Bates, which has now become
almost a natiopal anthem.
WCC Conference on
snd Future”

conducted in
decision of

* Faith, Science

1 would now like to take a
portion of this letter to chronicle
another happening which occupied
my time and attention for two
weeks in July. This was the
meeting of the World Council of
Churches which had for its sub-
ject “ Faith, Science and the Fu-
ture’’.

It took place in Cam-
bridge, only ten miles from my
home. While I would gladly have

gone to New Delhi or Nairabi if
opportunity hdd offered, 1 felt I
would be negligent if I failed to
share in a world conference when
it was taking place, as someone
said, "almost in my back yard”
(I am not sure that Cambridgeites
would relish hearing their ‘city
being referred to as the " back
vard " of Auburndale!). The meet-
ings, while they did not have the
publicity connected with the pope's
visit, may prove to be eventually
more significant.

Work Day Schedule

The work day was fairly stren-
uous, especially for those like my-
self who had to spend two hours
& day in commuting. There was
R morning session from nine to

twelve, interrupied by a coflee
brea]f. The late afternoon and
evening  sessions  were  briefer.
The

day began with a valuable
devotional period,
individuals or

usually included
8 Bible paszage,
less known
Samoan

led by varions
groups. This
the reading of

often in &
language, sueh as
! Duteh, then special
musie, congregational singing, and
prayers, On the first day we had
a splendid and solemn Bach chor-
ale and singing by a boys' cheir
from one of the Boston churches,
On several occasions we had the
contribution of an  African band
Ir_arnl Ghana, with unfamiliar mu-
SIC instruments, praising God in
what to many of us were start-

ar
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ling thythms. I'or me cne of the
most moving axperiences musically
was a chant sung by five clerics
from Southeastern Europe with
wonderTully deep and pure voice,
Impressions

The following are some rather
miscellaneous impressions made on
my mind:

1, Seience in the 20th cen-
tury has become “ipdustrialized ™',
1t is no longer the result of in-
dividual search for truth, but re-
search is largely funded by govern-
ments [(often by their war de.
partments ), or by huge industrial
concerns which hope to transform
scientific discoveries into profits.

2, We are increasingly be-
coming aware that material re.
sources are after all limited. The
ethical question is ipevitably raised
whether it is right for developed
pations to exhaust resources to
the detriment of developing npa.
tions elsewhere, or for the present
generation to do so to the detri-
ment of future mankind.

3. There was considerable
copcern sbout the reckless waste
of war and the preparations for
War.,

This is only the beginning of
what might be a much more ex-
tensive list. But neither time nor
space allow me to continue fur-
ther.

Meeting Friends —— Old and New

One of the joys of attending
this conference wags in meeting
old friends and making new ones,
The moderator of the Conference,
the Metropolitan Panlos Gregorios
of the Orthodox Syrian Church,
I had known as Paul Verghese
when he was Principal of the
Theological Seminaty of his Church
in Kerala, He has been more
recently on the stafl of the
W.C.C. in Geneva. He guided
the plenary sessions with due
strictness and wisdem. He also
contributed ope of the main pre-
paratory studies. [ was glad to
meet again my former student
and colleague at the Bangalore
U.T.C., Dr. Stanley Samartha,
whe has been in charge of the
relations with other religions.
Another old friend was Dr. Chris-
topher Kurien, whose father was
also an esteemed colleague. He
has taught economics at the Mad-
ras Christian College, and is now
Director of an economics research
institution in India. He gave one
of the principal addresseson eco-
nomic matters at the eonference.

One whom [ met for the first
time was Mr. Stephen Ambala.
vanar, the brother of the C.S. 1.

bishop in Jatfnoa,
sent teaching

He is at pre-
in a New York
achool, but hopes eventually to
return to Sri Lanka. Like my-
self he was an “accredited visitor™.
We had a long afternoon of talk,
mainly about Jaffna affairs.

Two othars connected with
India apd Sri Lanka are now in
this counlty, Russell Chandran.
Principal of the U. T, C,, is spen-
ding his sabbatical year teaching
in the Lutheran School of Theo-
logy in Chicago. Bishop Ambala-
vanar is doing advaoced theologi-
cal study at Princeten Seminary-
I hope during this year
them both.

lo see

¢t the G, P, 0., Sts Lawka under No. OB ,;e;'y‘:@_,f_;-'é.
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