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The Fort Church
to be Used Again

Aftar a lapse of several years,
we are happy to report that :%lu
Fort Church will be used again
by the Jaffpa Christian Unio:} for
United Services from time to time.
The Jaffoa Christian Union will
hold the first Service on Sunday,
the 15th of May at 5-00 p.m.
to mark Asia Sunday,

It will bea Holy Communion
Service at which the Bishop of
the J.D., C.S.I. and other lea-
ders of denominations will officiate,
The Rev. S. Wesley Ariarajah
will be the preacher.

Service of Thanksgiving

Alice Annaratpam  Alfred,
mother of Rev. Sevak Sam Alfred,
was remembered at a Service of
Thanksgiving at the Chrlsta Seva
Ashram on Monday, 5th of May
at 4-30 p. m.

The Sevak led the Service.
Two young people of the Ashram,
who bad come under the influence
of Mrs. Annaratpam Alfred, parti-
cipated at the Service. Sooriya-
komar, who is now a student at
the Theological College at Madurai,
read the Psalms while another
of her favourite Ashram boys read
the first Bible Lessons,

Children of the family
the other Bible Lessons.
Ministers of the ].D.C.S. I,
who were close to the mother,
participated in the Service.

read
Three

Rev. K. S. Jeyasingham paid
the tribute. Rev. D. R. Ampala-
vanar preached the Sermon while
the Rev. N. W. G. Sugunarajah
led the Litany of Praise.

On behalf of the Navaly Church,
Mr. C. ]. Eliathamby referred
to the impress which Mra,
Annaratoam Alfred, left on tha
life of the Church,

The Service ended
Benediction pronounced by
Rt. Rev, S. Kulandran.

with
the

All those who attended the
Service were entertainted to tea
by Rev. Sevak Sam Alfred and
members of the family,

Well Known Evangelist
Passes Away

Mr. Payl Kadambavanam, the
viell - kmown  Tami evangelist,
preacher and writer passed away
at LI‘:e ripe age of 91 at the home
of his son Mr, Thamby Kadamba-
vanam, Director of the Macphai]
Centre for Fine Arts, Madras
Christian College, Tambaram, The
funeral togk place at Tambaram
on the &th March, 1980, The
%ate Br. Kadambavanam has vis-
ited Jaffina and was g special
friend of the Ashram. Mr. Kadam-
bavanam (junior) wonld like to
collect information fram friends in
Jaffna and Sri Lapka on his
father and would appreciate res.
ponse from friends here,

J.D.C.S. I Clergy

FAREWELL TO Rev. & Mrs. S. T. ASEERVATHAM

The Presbyters and Workers
of the ] DC S 1 pgathered at the
Parish Hall at Manipay on Wed-
nesday (30:4.80) to accord a
Farewell to Rev. 5. T. Aseerva-
tham and Mrs. Aseervatham on
the eve of their retirement from
active service. Associated with
the members of clergy were their
wives,

Rev. K.S. Jeyasingam in his
address of Appreciation of the
services rendered to the Diocese
by Rev. Aseervatham, spoke of
the great Christian heritage te
which he was an heir, The train-
ing he had at Jafina College and
particularly his association with the
Jaffoa College YMCA stood him
in good stead as a Minister of
the Church,

His 'parish consciousness:®
and his evangelistic zeal marked
him out as a Minister whose life
and example his colleagues
eager to follow.

Were

Mrs. Sam Thampoe speaking
of the contribution Mrs. Aseer-
vatham made to the life of the
Church and community said that
Gnani Acca was one who had a
vast reservoir of power t{o meet
the stress of a crowded life which
included many hours in school and
many hours after school in parish

work. She was a pioneer in youth
and children's work and into the
activities of the RED of the Jaflna
Diocese, she put all her talents
and energy to make it a worthy
instrument to ennoble the lives
of the young. As a Pastor's wife
for 44 years, she had a record
of Parish work which few workers'
wives could egual.

The Rt. Rev. D,]. Ambala-
vanar said that Rev. S, T. A=eerva-
tham belonged tothe very first batch
of Ministers of the Church wha

entered the Ministry after their
E. D. degree. Fortynine years in
the Ministry of the Church of

one of the members of clergy
was a record for which we should
offer thanksgiviog to God. Rev.
and Mrs. Aseervatham were an
ideal clergy couple. Mrs. Aseer-
vatham was able to set an exam-
ple to workers’ wives on how
two different kinds of Christian
work could be done to the mutual
enrichment of both.

The meeting concluded with
prayver and benediction by the
Bishop.

The Rev, and Mrs. S. T.
Aseervatham have left for Col-
ombo en route to Evngland and

Australia where they hope to
spend some months with their
5018,

Identity Cards

All persons above 13 years
are required in Sri Lanka to
obtain identity cards which from
1-5-80 will cost Rs, 3/- for every
person.

The Fee for late applications
(those cards for which applications
are made after 30-4-80) will be
Rs, 10/-.

New AL Requirements

The New AL Examination
which will be held for the first
time in August 1981, will he for
candidates who have passed the

G.C.E. (OL) Examination of
December 1979 and have the
necessary qualifications for the
courses they have chosen.

A student who wishes to
follow a Commerce course, for
instance, should have a credit
pass in that subject at the O
and also an ordinary pass in

Mathematics,

An Aris student should have
a credit pass in Social Studies
and a Science student should
have passed in eilher Mathematics
or Science with a credit pass in
the other subjec,

Hame Economics students
should bhave passed in Home
Science, Handwork or Seience, and
Agriculiure students should have
8 pass in Sciemce and credit in
Agriculture. Students wishing lo
do aesihetic studies should have

obtained a credit in Art, Music
or dancing,

The basic requirement [or
ety to the AL class is &

OBITUARY
Mr. Luther Selvarajah

The tragic death of Luther
Selvarajah (50), Regional Manager
of the I. D.C. (Northern Region),
almost immediately after partici-
pating in a Tennis Tournament in
Jaffoe, came as rude shock to his
wife and the members of his family,

Selvarajah was on the Staff
of the Undergraduate Department
of Jaffoa College and Jeft the
Department to join the I.D.B.
soon after the take-over of the
Undergraduate Section by the
University as part of the Jaffna
Campus,

LF'ew pecple delighted in pla-
cipg their time and energies,
whenever available, at the dispo-
sal of their friends, as Selvarajah
did. The milling crowds that
attended his last rites were evi-
dence of the large place he held
in the hearts of his friends and
colleagues,

The Funeral Service was held
al his residence at Vannarponnai.
The olliciating priests were Rev.
S. T. Aseervatham, Rev. K. S.
Jeyasingbam and Rev, Sam Alfred,
The Rt. Rev. D, ]. Ambalavanar
preached the Sermon and the Rt.
Rev. S. Kulandran gave the tri-
bute.

The remains were interred at
the Erlalai South Church Burial
grounds.

Pass in Five subjects with the
First Language and fwo ciedits.
The sixth subject cam be com-
pleted at the subsequent OL
Examination ig December,

ASIA SUNDAY SERVICE
FORT CHURCH, JAFFNA

A

United Holy Communion Service
under the auspices of the
Jaffna Christian Union
will take place at the

Fort Church, Jaffna
on Sunday, the 18th of May
at 5-00 p. m.

Preachey :
THE Rev. S, WESLEY ARIARAJA

Al are invited,

The Rev. Joe Sarvananthas,
Secretary, Jaffue Cheisiian Urnion,

WEDDING
St. John’s Church, Chundikuli

Dr. A, Arulrajan, son of the
late Mr., S. Arumainayagam, a
former Headmaster of the JDC51
and Mrs. Arumainayagam of Tellip-
palai, led to the altar Miss Tha-
valini Lyman, daughter of Mr,
and Mrs, A, T, Lyman of Fourth
Cross Street, Jaffna, on Monday,
April 28th at 4-30 p. m.

Rev. Joe Sarvanandan, Viear
of St. John's Church officiated,
assisted by Rev, Isaiah John.
Rev. K, S. Jeyasingam, Presbyter
of the JDCSI Church at Chava-
kachcheri, preached the homily,

A Reception was held at

Trimmer Hall, Jaffna,

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I feel beholden to congratu-
late yon on the forthright and
explicit Editorial which you have
so boldly published in the
" Morning Star” of the 25th
April, 1980.

Denominationalism and its
proliferation unfortunately stand
in the way of the Church ful-
filling this important mission,
As a leader of the Presbyterian
Church in Keoya, pat it recently,
" we doplicate Christian Service
and waste our meagre financial
and human resources in the guise
of giviopg ano Apglican, or =
Roman Cathoelic, or a Methodist
witness "'

In fact, 1 am myself preparing
a memerandum on this subject
and am indeed thankful to you
for taking up this subject through
your Editorial.

Rev. A. C, Thambyrajah

IN BRIEF .uee

@ The Sansoni Repori on the

eomuniunal disturbances of
August, 1977  will soon be
handed over to the President.

The Commission was appointed
on November 11, 1977 and
commenced its sittings, first in
Jaffua on 2-2-1978. DBesides
Jafioa, the Commission has
sittings in Colombo, Kandy and
Anuradhapura., It recorded the
evidence of 973 witnesses.
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EDITORIAL

Higher Education in Sri Lanka

Through a Press release (CDN: 1.5-80), the Vice Chancellor of
the Jaffna University has informed the general l?ublic thatl the
University of Jaffna bas no connection whatsoever with any private
institution, supposed to be conducting courses for the External
Examinations of some universities in Sri Lanka,

The notifieation appears to be a sequel to '-,% privatle Llu‘alor_v'
in Jaffoa which has through newspaper ' given .t'he :mprassnnn” that
it is conducting courses for external degrees — on behalf of " and
“in collaboration with” the University of Jafna.

We are noi at the moment concerned with the question of

Ry
* private tutories” and their claims to become ' open universities ',
conducting ecourses for external examinations.

Our coneern in this columm, is with the whole question. of the
members of the academic stafl in the Universities _‘af Sl:l‘ I_..%n'ka.
(Jaffoa is only one of the universities) being lll‘.IIICIH'Iclal Vlst.tlnﬁ
lecturers " at ‘“private tutories' and placesakin to private tutories
spread all over the country.

It may be contended that if specialists in the medical s?r\iice
are allowed ‘‘channelled practice”, there is no rsqn‘why specialists
in the educatiomal service be shut out from that privilege.

But it is net difficult to see the flaw in the analogy. U::Eh'er-
sity Edueation in Sri Lanka centinues to be determined by a !axgh?y
competitive pracess, the like of which, perhaps, does .not ex.rst in
other parts of the world. Only 30 per cent_ of_ candidates in Sri
Lanka can enter the university on a merit criteria.

The Controlling Examiners apnd the whole stafl of Chief Marking
Examiners for the G. C. E. [A/L) have to be drawn, by and large
from our universities. Any association of the academic stall with any
‘orivate tatories’, who now prepare both school students and private
ctudents for the university qualifying examination (the G.C.E.
Advanced Level) amounts to a travesty of justice. ‘'Justice”, as
the familiar dictum goes, " must not merely be dopne but must mani-
festly be done”.

The large number of distinctions scored by candidates at the
A. L. examinations — a phenomenon not very common a decade or
two ago — may be attributed to many factors.

It may be attributed to the ease with which the students pow
comprehend their subjects in their own mother tongue. It may be
atiribnted to an examination-oriented, notes-ridden system of imparting
instruction through intensive coaching lessons at the expense of
almost everything else in education. Tt may also be the result of
an overwhelming enthusiasm displayed by students and parents alike
to reaeh their goals.

But our only hope is that it will nol be attributed to students
of certain ‘private tutories’ or students belonging to certain ' private
groups” who have access to the correct “channels” of private
practice in higher education, reported to bein vogue in our country.

1‘\11 the same, it is too naive, perhaps, to regard all private
tutu_rt.es as engaging in a kind of nefarious educational ‘‘racket'’
To'the last analysis, they only reflest the biting mood of the youth

of the country, to take into their hands the shaping of their own
destiny.

Most of these 'private tutories’ are run,
young people who are themselves victims or
victims of an iniguitous system of university a
undue emphaziz on

we now know, by
sympathisers of the
. dmissions which plays
: A grades” for students resident in certain edu-
cational regions. It iz these young people, who, perhaps, enlist the
supp_urt o[_ younger members of the university staff to help them to
obtain their 'grades’ even at the third shy.

The solution to the whole
tutories” but in curbing the re
feration,

problem lies not in curbing ' private
asons for their existence and proli-

The entire polley of Hi
aur  view, be revamped,
examination grades

gher Education in Sri Lanka, should in
80 as to lay the emphasis 5ot on

but on grades of gener 3
4 s ) al attainments of a
student in school, which should include areas of activity where his

or .her £pecial interests lie. In this context, itis sad to note to what
zx:en} our §taudards I sports, in drama, and in elocution, have
eleriorated in our schools progressively for the last two decades

'l_‘his is the only solution we can think of,
especially Higher Education out l
fallen in Sri Lanka,

to lift Education
of the abyss into which it has

Let it not be said of us, as
?’:_‘.ducafmu. that we are more firmly
precious " than that they ae

plannets and policy makers in
Hly convinced that our opinions are
trug ",

Chairman’s Address at Opening

On this solemn 3rd anniver-
sary of the passing away of th‘e
Thanthai, and our dedicating this
Gamadhi over his ashes and this
50 - ft. commemarative pillar, we
recall how with prophetic insight
and steadfast purpose, he took his
people to the gates of liberty.
His historic achievement was to
have implanted in his people a
deep national consciousnessl. the
conseiousness of their identity ‘as
a people, the territorial identity
of their homeland, and their right
to self-determination. What, how-
ever, made the march invincible
was that it was under the banner
of Truth and Ahimsa. Like the
Mahatma, he taught us that Swa-
raj is never a gift from one peo-
ple to another, it is a people’s
own self-expression; Or, in the
words of Martin Luther King,
freedom is never voluntarily glven
by the oppressor; it must be won
by the oppressed. We thank God
for giving us a leader in Samuel
James Velupillai CHELVANA-
YAKAM for this nation-making
achievement,

But, Thanthai Chelva bas left
us a stupendous task; he has
called us to turn from nation-

ol T4 iNoE1D

of Chelvanayakam Monument

making to the eqgually important
task of nation:-building. You will
recall how Gandhiji urged alwo-
fold struggle -— one against the
dominant British power, the other
to build a new society from within,
and that a Sarvodaya social order
hased on non-violemce. At this
eritical turning point in the his-
tory of the Tamils of Sri L,an].sa,
they would do well to examine
the working of their institutions,
their local self-governing bodies,
their eo-operatives, their business
houses, the trade unions, the edu-
cational structures and goals, and

not least, how thelr public ser-
vants serve the people. Ha.\_fmg
reached the threshold in mpation-

making, let ns not turn back in
this other task of building a great
nation, also on Truth and Ahimsa.

Let this SAMADHI be a
prayer corner in our Northern
Capital, where our people can

come singly or in groups, to get
a clear vision of the future and
to strengthen their spirits, Let
our leaders and our teachers, our
poets and writers and scholars
come here when they need to
seek values, purpose and guid-
ance.

K. Nesiah

Mr. K. Nesiah’s Address from the Chair at the Chelvanayakam
Memorial Lecture by Rev. Fr. Xavier S. Thani Nayagam:

Research in Tamil Studies — Retrospect and Prospect

Real life is meeting, it
has been said with regard to the
University Community. It bas
been one of the happy privileges
of my life to bave met and closely
associated with Fr. Thani Nayagam
since we worked together years
ago at the University. That pri-
vilege conotioues to this day. I
am so thankful.

If Thanthai Chelva's key
role was in natiop-making, in
taking the Tamils of Lanka to
the gates of liberty, in implanting
deep political consciousness in them
during that 30 - year march, Fr.
Thani Nayagam is helping us at
the next stage of the march, that
is in nation-building, in building
the pelitical and cultural persona-
lity of the new nation. For, the
French Canadians are not French-
men in Canada, but French Capa-
dians; the German Swiss are not
Germans nor are the English or
the 25 other nationalities in the
U.S. any other than Americans.
We are all Eelam Tamils now.

Indeed our intellectuals
have all an obligation (o provide
a pervasive nation-wide intellectual
environment so central to pational
growth today. What we should
look for is not a revival of

the
past, but as Dr, Radhakrishnan
and Sri  Aurcbinda urged, a
many sided renewal. Yes, con-

tinuity, but continuity - through -

change, Hence the place of
research as instrument of re-
newal.

Registered as w Newspoper ab the G, b 0., Sré
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na Diocese of the Chureh of Sauth India by Mr. Phil
Lady of Miracles East Road,
Navalar Road,
Jafina, op Friday, 9th May, 1980,

The re-writing of Lan-
ka's history, so as to eliminaie
the many myths to be found in
even the University History of
Ceylon, is an urgest task ef re-
search, " Burn the books which
teach hatred, buoro them all”
cried Anatole France at the end
of World War 1. Since then the
history of many countries bave
been re-written, often as a part
of world history. We too would
do well to rewrite both the his-
tory of Lanka and the history of
the Tamils here, so as to bring
the cultural message and meaning
behind it. In fact, writing the
history of the Tamils of Lanka
could fit in well with a world
history approach.

We need hundreds of
bocks and scores of periodicalsin
Tamil on modern subjects, in the
natural and social sciences, in
economics and public affairs, in
communication studies and to put
acrogs the new concepts of edu-
cation, Epglish-Tamil dictionaries
and Tamil - other lapguage dic-
tionaries and elaborate dictionaries
of technical terms will be needed.
A University Press connected
with the University of Jaffna can
alone fill this vacuam. Will the
University of Jallna rise to the
height of her opportunity ?

I now invite the Revd., Fr.
Xavier S. Thani Nayagam to deli-
ver his second lecture: Research
in Tamil Studies — Retrospect
and Prospect.

Lanka under No, OB [ 892678,
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