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Dr. D. T. Niles
Tenth Peath Anniversary

The Jaffna Christian Union
is making arrangements for a
Special Commemoration and
Thanksgiving Service on Thursday,
31st of July at the Fort Chureh,
Jafina for Dr. D. T, Niles at
5p.m.

Dr. Niles has been associated
with the Jaffna Chtistian Union
from its inception and l_xas
peen instrumental in getiing
down Christian leaders of Inter-
- pational repute as guest speakers
at the Convention Meetings held
in Fort.

He died at Vellore Hospital

on the 17th of July, 1570 ard
his remains were interred at
Vellore.

Niles Memorial Research
Scholarship

The Jaffna Christian Union
in collaboration with the Christian
Institute for the Study of Religion
and Society is hoping to set up
a Fund to provide Scholarship to
any student who wishes to do
Research on Sociology and Religion
in Jaffna. Students of any
pationality from any country
could apply for the Scholarship
but the selected student would
be obliged to do his Research
work from Jafina, making use as
for as possible of researeh
facilities available at Jaffoa
College, the Jaffna University,
and the CISRS Library at the
Christa Seva Ashram.

Details of the Niles Memorial

Research  Scholarship will be
announced later.

Jajfna  College
A Memorable Sports Meet

The Annual Inter - House
Athletic Meet at Jaffna College
took place on Saturday 5th July
at 2-00 p.m., on the Bicknell

* grounds, Mr. S. Panchacharavel,
Deputy Chief Engineer of the
Sri Lankan Railways and an old
boy of the College was the Chief
Guest, and Mrs, Panchacharavel
distributed the prizes and trophies.

Thiz Sports Meet was Spe-
cially dedicated to two very out-
standing sportsmen of the College -
V. G. George and W. T. Sanders
who passed away during the
course of this year. The Mest
started with an Act of Remem-
brance where a special brochure
tecording all the achievements
of these two sportsmen were
distributed including their photo-
graphs as they were, during their
School days at Jaffna College,

The Memorial Sports meet
rose up to the oecasion when ten
ground records were bettered and
the eleventh ope was equalled.

The details will appear in our
next issue,

Foreign Employment
Agencies Bill

Twentyfour thousand males
and 6000 females from Sri Lanka
are empleyed in the Middle East
countries.

According to a Bill passed
in Parliament recently advertise-
ments calling for applications from
persons for employment abroad
should bhave the prior approval of
the Commisgioner of Labour,

During the Interview at the
Employment Exchasge, an Officer
of the Labour  Department
ghould be present.

The 28 - clanse Bill has as
its objective the creation of an
pifestive minchinery to regulate,
supervise and control all aspecis

connected with the recruitment
of Sri Lankan for employment
abroad.

WEDDING
Robin — Rebecca

The wedding took place on
the 9th of July at 5p.m. at
St. James' Church, Nallur of Mr.
Robin Jobn (son of Mr. & Mrs.
1. John of Bin.Oya Estate
Rozelle) and .Dr. (Miss) Stella
Rebecca FHorshington (daughter
of Archdeacan Sam. D, & Mrs,
Horshington) The nuptial cere-
mony was performed by the Rev.
Russel Robert a cousin of the
bride. The bride was given away
by the father the Archdeacon of
Jaffor. The bomily was preached
by the Rev. Gamini Serasinghe.
The Revds. Henry Pereire and
Gamini Serasinghe also took part
in the service. Many clergy of
varions Churches graced the
occasion with their preseace.
The parents of the bride gave a
dinner to near relations and close
friends.

Elgction Law:

Changes Recommended

The select Committee
Elsctien Law (Chairman:
minister R.Premadasa) has re-
commended some far reaching
changes. Among the more import-
ant ef these recommendatons are--

a) The present coitevia
recognition of political
li. e. five years continuous
tical activity) be scrapped-

b) No deposits are
for candidates from recognised
political parties. Candidates
nominated by Independent Groups
will pay a deposit of Rs. 2000,

¢) Polling hours are to be
advanced. The pew polling hours
will be 7 8. m. to 4 p: m, Counting
will be dome at pollivg station.

d) Recognised political parties
will be provided state financial
assistance to conduct election cam-
paigns. The amount payable will
be 50 cts for every vote polled
by the party at the previous
General Election commencing with
the 1977 General klection, The

on
Prime

for
parties
poli-

necessary

. Principal Hartley College

ORITUARY

Dr. C. R. Kanagasundaram

Pr, Charles Rajadurai Kanaga-
sundram, son of Mrs, C. G,
Kanagasundram and of the late
Mr. Dutton Kangasundaram of
Maniagar Walawn  Tellippalai
passed awayin Neweastle upon
Tyne on Saturday, 5-7:80 aftera
brief illness.

Dr. Kanagasundaram was

a Senior Consultant Eye Surgeon
in England for many years bnt
paid visits to Jaffoa whenever he
could make it, His last visit was
as late as January this
year. He married Sugupnam, a
daughter of Mr- E? V. Ponnu-
durai and of Mrs. Ponnudurai of
Tellipalai and & piece of the late
Mr. 5. ], V. Chelvanayagam.

The ashes will be brought
for burial to the Tellippalai church
Burial Ground on 20-7-80.

Besides his mother, his wife and
two children, he lenves behind a
very large circle of relations which
include his brother, Dr. Richard
Kanagasundaram (New Zealand)
his nnele. Dr. J. 5. B. Kumarakul.
asinghe and his aunt Mrs. S. J. V.
Chelvanayakam, to all of whom
his loss has been a sad wrench.

®
Mrs. R. E. A. Niles

We regret to record the death
of Mrs, Amirtham Niles wife of
the late Mr. Nesar Niles on 7-6-80
at her son’'s residence in Colombo.
The obsequies were performed by
Rev- Dulip Fernando andRev, S, S.
Arulampalam.

The ashes were brought to Jaffoa
and buried at the Methodist church
burial grounds at Pt. Pedro on
27-6-80. At the Thanksgiving
service at the Methodist Church
Rev. Kingsley Muthiah officiated
Rev, Sam Alfred preached the
sermon and Mr. W. N, S. Samuel
paid
the ftribute.

To the Members of the family

and ‘the numerous friends who
miss Amirtham, we offer our
heartielt” sympathies,

®

A medical officer for the
Jaffna University

Dr. W. N. D. Watson has
assumed duties as University
Medical Officer at the Jaffna

University. He has been Clinical
Pathologist for the Colombo
Group of Hospitals for a number
years. In 1967 he was elected
Fellow of the Royal College of
Pathology and in 1972 the Fellow
of the Royal College of Physi-
CIATNS

He is the first Medical Officer
to be appointed to the Jaffna
Universlty.

agsitance is subject to the con-
dition (1) that the party polls
not less than one per cent of the
total votes polled (2), the party
submits the nomination in the elect
oral district in which it seeks pay
ment (3) Candidates and members

of their families are prohibited
from visiting the residences of
slectors

Called Home 16th July 1979

" The eternal God is thiy refuge
and underneath are the ever-
lasting arms.” Deut: 33 ;27
Remembered by his wife,
children and grandchildren.
Manipay.

7 IN MEMORIAM

Caroline Thiraviam Jeyarajah
called to rest — 22-7-68

Precious mem'vies how they linger;
How they ever flood my sould,

In the stillness of the midnight,

? sacred unjold,

P
Irr

- sadly missed and always remembered

by Jeyarajah and children,

10. Church Road,
Chavakachcheri.

Puttur
Methodist Mission Hospital

Dr. R. K. Arnold & Dr. (Mrs.)
Arnold who retorned to Jaffoa
after post-graduate studies in
Jerusalem & Eogland hbave as-
sumed duties at the above hospital.

Dr. Arnold is a som of the
late Rav. Jeyasundaram Arnold of
the CSI Church and Mrs. Arnold
of Man'pay.

Kilinochchi-Paranthan Church
Annual Thank Offering
Service & Sale:

The first Annual Thapk
Offering Service & Sale of the
Kilinochchi-Paranthan @hurch of
the J. D., C.S.I, took place on
Sunday the 6th instant at 3-00 p. m.
At the Service of Holy Communion
the Celebrants were the Revds.
A. C. Mathanaraj, and the Worker-
in-charge of the Church the Rev.
S. Jeyanesano.

The Rev. ]. J. Ratnarajah,
a retired Presbyter of the EuySuly
who recently returned  from
Malaysia, deelared open the Thslnk
Offering Sale. A large gathering
of members and frisuds partnpk
in the joyful Christian fellewship.

IN BRIEF

® Miss. Joan Fry, from Aus-
tralia, Adviser to the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka on Fre-
School Education visited the
Mallakam Pre-Schoel Centre and
Rural Development Society on
Saturday 5-7-80 in the compa-
oy of Mrs. Wimala Kannanga-
ra, Minister of Rural Develop-
mert,
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Child and Church

One of the major annuval events in our Church Callamli?:— I‘;
Children's Week, scheduled to be observed this year from July

Last year was the International year of .ths ch1|d.‘0na qu the:n :;:1;

1 special years dssignated by the Umi':ad Nations, Sl
S aa;ap:;vu stody made in connection with the year ha
:sz:mt: very disquieting statistics, Al

One billion .of the world's 1.3 billion chihld‘ren ‘El.l.'e fra:aigha;uring
i tries, Out of s population of 640. million in our e
sl Be of India, 300 million are children. About 30 million :
“b-n::;‘e:m:;e age ofIS have starved to death in 1979, the year ©
ren

the child. .
i * wi dent
In Sri Lanka, our age structure is ‘top heavy m’tb -;d:pi:,um.
population of 49'6 percent under 18 years. We have in asia
ries an awesome responsibility held in trost.

i 1

What significance does the christian chur_ch atta?h tr.\t ;::j:;:l:’ ‘

There is little doubt that long before the United N‘s\tnons S

the International year of the child, churches and n:;ssl:l‘:;ryn =i
bandoned children,

the first to care for orphans, a oned cl ‘

i:rsr:; l:d handicapped children and set up institutions for thsm

Creches and child - care - centres have became common feattn:: I:::]ae:'r

in many ouotreach programmes of the church. Foster - paren R
also become popular and have brought hm':r}rads ef parents

ahl:::mil to help the children in developing countries. Local efforts too

in this direction sre not wanting.

But despite these undoubtedly encouraging advances, studn;s

ried ont in recent years in several protestant churche's on the sub-
?:t of ‘child and church’ have all reached the conc]uﬁxan tha‘tl our
idm of what it means to be a christian, relate mainly to ‘‘adult
‘models”

There has been little “awareness” as M, ]. Langavgld , the Dutch
Psychologist puts it, "of the acknowledgement of the child as a human
being or “of childhood as a mode of human existence’

Moderp thinking on the subjent of "'child and church "‘has squtt{hed
out before us a surprising vista of new ideas and revised opinious
which, in our view, should serve as a reference point to the chur.ch
in its possibilities with regard to its ministry to children A :mc':el
point in the ministry, which has been emphasied b?rl modern child
psychologists, is the necesity to address the children “where they are
and not with the world’s myths and nostrums”

When I was a child again is the title of a phychological
“povel written in 1925 by Janusz Korezak, a Polish pediatrician and
educator who became ‘a victim of pazi persecution of the Jews,
In August 1942, he was thrown into a coucentration camp with
Jewish orphans and died with them,

As a boy he had a day dream, He wanted to become an adult
without going to school but performing hercic acts to impress his
mother and other people in his neighbourhood, But when he became
‘an adult, he yearned to became small again,

A dwarf magician
fulfilled his wish. .

‘But he foundllife asa child so frightening, (aftar his EXperience of
adulthood) so vulnerable, so sensitive that he implored the magieian
to re-transform him to adulthood,

He could stand it {childhood) no Jonger, to be 50 sensitive
people. and things around him and to experience life
as @ child does. The moral of the novel is not diffieqlt

Vulnerability, senajtiviu_f. Openness, ete. are childlike

qualities, Childboed is the situation of those who bave “empty hands
and have nothing more to give than themeelyes”

to
S0 acutely as
to eomprehend,
humility

_ Referring to those femiliar words
such child in my name,
of the sub-unit on
ficant comment:.

of Jesus
receives me, Dr.,
education of the WCC

“whover receives one
Ulrich Becker, Director
makes the following signi-

““The child ie used as an example of a believing existence,
beeanze he is objectively

weak and belpless  and yet full of
hope and trust; present time seriously and yet at
the same ¢i i

the improbable can become reality,
Not the child's tran
transformation o childh
child (Italics are ours)
As child educators in the chur,
what the role of the child
writer in bibilical studi

sformation o adulthood, bui the

adult's
00d  defermines Jesus'

words  about the
ch today it is important to ask sy
is in the gosphel but ag g modern

€S puts it “what the gos hel i i
meet with, in children Lo S
1{_ there is ong truth that modery studies on ‘Child ang Church’
have Increasingly underseored it

is that “‘ehildren

are no looger
to be unfolded”

thihgs to be moulded byt people

Episcopacy has been a chie;
issue in all schemes fur_ chu.n:
mergers, or convergers, involving
the Church of Epgland al' the
Free Churches since Archbishop
Figher appealed to the latter to
“'take episcopacy into their sys-
tem” And sure encugh, it l?oms
large in the proposals for "‘cov-
enanting” which mark the pres-
ently favoured route towards the
objective of unity.

Historically the Church of
England has set great store by
Its possession of bishops, Standing
in the line of apostolic succes-
sion, they are the visible sign of
the Church of England’s incor-
poration in the catholic and
apostolic church — although the
Church of Rome is on record as
contradicting that claim. The Free
Churches on the other hand have
in their histories the deliberate
rejection of episcopacy. Although
the controversies engendered by
these differences show signs  of
exhaustion, episcopacy and iis
place in ordination to the ministry
remain enough of g stumbling
block to cause ecumenists to work

‘delicately,

The problem is that whatever
decree of validity the new more
tolerant Anglicanizsm may concede

to the ministries of the Free
Churches, they are wanting in
episcopsy  if in nothing else,

How. is that to be remedied with
out appearing to impugn those
ministries in a8 manpper unacecpt-
able to their wearers ? Earlier
proposals for Anglican, Methodist
unity came unstruck partly because
the ceremony that was devised
tor “effecting mutyal recognition of

ministries was held to beambiguous,

It contained a passage that could
be understood o mean the ra-
ordination of ministers by thase
who believed that to bea require-
ment, and could be held to mean
no such thing by those wheo be-
lived it ta be an insult,

The joint coungil which has
drawn up Proposals for a covenant
between the Church of England,
Methodists, the United Reformed
Church apd twe smaller deng-
minations, has beep carefull to
avoid the same mistake, The ess-
ence of the scheme jg that, while
the Churches which bhave not
already done so bind themselves
to take episcopacy intg their sys-
tem. and while the Erand covenan.
ting service will  inelude token
ordination of at least one priest
[writ large as presbyter) and one
bishop from each of the coyen-
Anting churches, ng one  will be
subjected on anything that could
be construed gg reordination, The
ministry of each church will be-
come fully Acceptable to the other
churehes by virtue of their com-
mon participation ip the coven-
anting serviee and (from the
Anglican point of view) by virtue
of their common acceptance for
the future of bishops in the hig-
toric sucecession,

Therefore — ang this is the chief
point causing three highehureh
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Anglicans on the council ta dissent
from its proposals=—moderators of
the United Reformed Church will
not have to be bishoped at the
outset, though they have agreed
to be on reappointment. But thay
will be regarded as ''persons carry
ing out functions analogous to
those of bishops. The disenting
Anglicans regard this as enderse-
ment of 'a personal episcopal
ministry . . ... by persons who
bave deliberateiy not sought, or
been presented for. ordination gas
bishops within the historic epis.
copate”. and as amounting to
toleration of “* a wholly functional
view of episcopacy . That they
say contravenes ''a fundamental
principle of Catholic order” and
is enough to vitiate the entire
scheme,

It must be said that when the
three high churchmen find s6 much
else acceptable in this novel resign
for & slow-motion merger, the
ground upon which they reject it—
that it entails the temporary
toleration of a handful of meder-
ators whose churches will have
accepted bishops and episcopal
ordination for the future and who
are themselves willing to be made
bishops, if wanted. on expiry of
their current seven-year term of
offiice—looks narrow,

— Times of London

The Passion Play in
Obernmmeragu

The village of Oberammeragu
in the Bavarian mountains is per-
torming it 37¢th Passion Piny this
year, It begins with the entry of
Jesus into Jernsalem and ends
with his Resurrection and Trans-
figuration.

Origin of the Events

The Play goes back to an
event in 1633 when most of the
inhabitants of the little villags
were wiped out by g plagna
within a few weeks. Those wha
survived made a vow that if the
plague disappeared, they would
act a play every tenth year de-

picting the suffering and death of
Christ.

The historieal records s’y that
since that date the village has
never been wvisited by the Black
Death,

From May to September

The play this year
staged from May tg September
The Services in the Evangelical
Church begin at 8-15 4. m. befors
the Pagsien Play opens and again
at 2 p.m. hefore the second part
of the play begins,

will be

A Bilingual Hymn Book

(German ang Engti'sh} will bein
use.

The visitors are welcomed to the
village by a joint greeting written
by the Bishop of the Lutheran
Church in Bayria g and the arch-
bishop of Mugnich and Freising,

Lawtka under No. 0B (592878,

b of South Indja by Mr. Philp
Rouad, Jaflua, ang published by

Jaffna, at gri Sanmuganatha
1980,
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