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Estate Schools in Sri Lanka

Several Trade Unions as
well as individuals have, we learn,
met the President and pointed
out him the present plight of
Estate Schools which have been
taken over by the State,

Some 390 Estate Schools
have been, according to news
reports, already taken over by

the government. The balance ?I
300 are due to be taken aver in
the next few months.

But several of these have
been closed down or have aute-
matically ceased to function awing
to the lack of basic amenities—
‘buildings, staff; scheme of studies
‘etc. etc.

*Volunteer teachers' who are
being given allowances by volun-
tary organisations are the only
bright spots in an otherwise dis-
mal picture.

Thera is, however, a new
 awareness among the Estate
population in respect of the

education of their children as is
refiected in the number of School

Development Societies.

Estate schools should be
brought into the main stream of
educational development in this
—-country. .

Mr. George A. Gnanamuttu, the
Author of two books on the
Plantatien Worker in Sri Lanka
draws the attention of the Chris-
tian Church to this indigenous
‘mission field® which still re-
mains unexplored,

Appreciation

A Reputed Trade Unionist
3 Passes away

The death of Mr. K. C.
Nythiananda at the General
Hospital, Jaffoa on 12-7-80, re-

moves from the Scene one of

Sri Lanka's reputed Trade Union
Pioneer,

Mr, Nythiananda had his
early education at Kuala Lumpur
where he came under the in-
fluence of American Missionaries
who taught him among other
values, self-reliance and a sense
of purpose,

He returned 1o Ceylon
the mid-thirties and joined
Public Service of the country
which he adorned for many years
23 a faithful ' seryany’ of the govern-
ment of the day,

At the same

in
the

ot time he played
B decisive role in  giving the

Trade Union Movement a for-
ward shove during the transitional
period when Sri Lanka
moviog from colonial
Independent Status,

Was
rule to an

His outstanding coptribution
to public life in this country was
his traoquil purgmit of his goals
and his humanilarian approach to
problems which confranted him,

Tenth Death Anniversary

Bible Knowledge Quiz

SERVICE OF COMMEMORATION AT FORT CHURCH, JAFFNA Postponed to Scptember 7th.

Rev. (Dr.) D. T. Niles who
died on 17-7-80 was remembered
at a Special Service of Com-
memoration organised by the
Jaffoa Christian  Union at the
Fort Church, Jaffna on Wednes-
day, 30-7-80 at 5-15 p.m,

Rev. S. Wesley Ariarajah led
the Invocation' % @085 g s8wr),
The choir rendered two lyrics
one of which was The Magnificat,
the words of which were composed
by Dr. D. T. Niies to an Indo-
nesian Tune and which is found
in the EACC Hymnal.

Mr. Suri Williams and Sevak

Rev. Sam Alfred read the Bible
Lessons,

Canon Sam D, Horshing-
ton led the Litany of Thanks-
giving.

“A great Gift of God to the
Country "

Rev. Soma K. Perera, Pre-
sident - Elect of the Methodist
Conference, in his address said
that Dr, D, T. Niles lived at a
creative and most momentous
period in the history of the
Christian Church. It was a period
which saw ‘the birth. of the
Ecumenical Movement  which
made a profound impact
on the life of the Church. It was
also a period which marked the
establishment of autonomous
churches in the mission fields The
missionary era was tapering to a
close.

4 MAN OF HIS TIME

Young dypamic leadership was
a need of the hour and D, T, sup-
plied this need in abundant measure.
Amidst the changes and challenges
in the Asian scene — the resurgence
of ancient religions, the rise of
younger churches and the first
stirrings of the incipient movement
for Organie Church Union — D, T,
remained an articulate spokesman
of the Asian Church in Internat-
ional Forums where these topics
were brought to a burning focus,

DYNAMIC LEADRRSHID

His own mind was fertilised
by these new developments, "I
am not a Theologian' he once
said, I am only a thinker".
At the time of his death, bis
leadership had received such re-

On no occasion were these
traits were marked tham in the
herculian task which he under-

tock of rehabilitating the Refugees
on the wake of the August Racial
Disturbances in 1977 which

en-

gulfed almost the whole island

within & pericd of two weeks.
The presence of a large

number of ' refugees’ at his funeral
in Jaffna was a mute testimony
to the selflees services rendered
by Mr, Nythiananda to the Tamil
community during one of the
darkest hours in its annals,

cognition that he wasat the same
time President of the Maethodist
Conference, President of the CCA
and one of the Presider s of the
World Council of Churches,
D, T, — THE MAN

A Theologian of international
repute, and a world Christian leader
vet he preferred to have his
roots in his own country Jaffna,
in the northern part of Sri Lanka-
He refers to his motherland in
sentimental tobes as ''the rock
from which he was hewn'". His

care for people was one of his
outstanding bhuman qualities, a
eare which brought him many
enemies too. But he soffered
silently for them, ' Heaven and
Hell are other people’ was one
of his oft quoted maxims.

His life and work remain
as an inspiration to all those

grappling today with the tumultous
problems of the Churchin a rapidly
changing and complex world,

To one hope he pressed, “with
every grace endued”

The Rt Rev. D. J. Ambala-
vanar, Bishop of the ], D. C.5-1,
in his address referred to the
“ many parts”, Dr, Niles had
“played” in his Ministry. He was
Pastor, Author, Educationist,
Theologian, Poet, and Christian
leader of world stature. He also
beld some of the most important
offices in the Church, He was
one of the Presidents of the WCC,
a President of the CCA &nd
President of the Methodist Con-
ference,

AN OVERWHELMING PASSION

But the distinctive  trait
of his maulti-pronged ministry was
his everwhelming passion to com-
municate God's word in @&
language which allcan understand
and in the context of

living
human situations,

To fulfil this missien in his
life, God had "endued him with
every grace ',

Dr. Niles entered with passion-
ate zeal into the strange world
of the Bible and came " back
again', fired with an equal zeal"
to communicate this ‘world® and
make it relevant to contemporary
situations, Like the '’ hounseholder "
in the parable mentioned in
St. Matliew's Gospel (13 : 52) he
" brought out of his treasure,

(Continued on last page)

IN BRIER

O  The Fellowship of the Leasi
Coin will observe the twentyfifth
Anniversary in November this
year,

O The Cirouit Labouy Tribuna®
sittings in Jalfna is being held
at Chavakachcheri, Mr. V.
Vimalarajah, the President of
the Tribunal, presidiog,

Applications closing date
extended to  August 30th,

S, N. SUGUNANANTHAN,
R. E. B,
Vaddukoddai.

IN MEMORIAM

I8 TREASURED Memory
of

THOMAS RAJADURAL
Called to Rest: August 8, 1975

" Peace perfect peace with loved
ones far away

In Jesus' FEeeping we are safe
and fhep"

Remembered by his loved ones..

Atchuvely, *

"

IN MEMORIAM

I EVERLOVING MEMORY
aF
Irene Bevendre (Nee Arnold) -
Called Home — 220d August, 1978

“Deep in our hearts you will
always stay

Loved and remembered every
ﬁt_f;l’y."

Remembered by her fatiher,
sisters, brothers and in laws.

33, Ratnakara Place,
Dehiwela.

Ecumenical Gathering at
Enthronment

The gathering st the enthrone-
ment ceremony oo 25-3-80 of
Robert Runcie as the 102nd
&ﬁ:hbishnp of Canterbury bas been
described as a distinctly ecumeni-
cal gathering

The three thousand people gathe-
redin England's Canterbury Cathed-
ral included 158 guesis from oulside
the Anglican communion

Archbishop Runcie believes
that the world - wide Christian
Church would not be able to speak

‘with the authority of Christ until

it spoke with one wvoice.

O 375 Science Gradwaies are to
be recruited shortly, ‘according
to the Minister ol Re-gla:?al
Development, Mr, Chellial Raja-
durai, to ease the prevailing
shortages in government schools,

4
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EDITORIAL Hatlany Jh W, Focus Civil Engineer ’
acl

{ i i f the Ecumenical Move-
dam, & name rich in the annalso Y
nt.‘:"ss’:;ea:elnua of the First Assembly of the \’}’orld Council of
g;u:ches in 1948, has added to it another aura this year.

Oﬁ.ehundred Church participants met at Arnzaterdl'furn from _{ur:e‘
16-- 23 for a climactic World Consultation on the theme "The Churches

onse to Racism in the 80s". i 1
iijfm&'ninv:a the WCC set up its Programme to Comlbat Racism (PCR)

ars ago, the problem of Racism has, according to a Repu.ﬂ'
]t:::orz)lr: ‘' more sophisticated, more ipstitutionalised and more perva-
sive ", o

The outcome of the June Consultation and the new _msngh{t:s rirn:l
rmmmendationé ‘that have gone from there to fhn W(‘;C en i
Committee 5cimdul=d to meet in thecourse of this month, are
to be known. R ‘ )

One fact which the regional discussions, since ]anunr_y lgﬂ?, hzlls
ki hl.ighted' is that throughout the world, .’sgisf:«hou whlc.h directly
nrgindirectly undermines minority cemm unities; is on the mcrease.‘

; i i i in Britain is an instance in

hite Paper published recently in in i
oin: r:.{:mding to this White Paper, there will, in ful}lre. ha'tbrea
.f:’ategories.nf British citizenship, in place of the present single citizen-
.s-hip of ‘the United Kipgdom and colonies.

The three categories are :— British citizenship, F?nzens_h!p of
the British dependent territories and British overseas citizenship.

Quly those in the first category will have "u‘nqualified right”
to live in the United Kingdom. The new legislation replaces the
British Nationality Act of 1948. - .

* The White Paper was creating a new race of hoat people

was the candid comment of a Representative of the Joint Council
for the Welfare of Immigrants in Great Britain.
Different minorities experience racism differently. In the Asian

region, racism takes the form of the oppression of the .indigancus
minorities ( scheduled castes in India, aborigines in Australia gtc,lgtc}
who suffer ountright discrimination and a violation of civil liberties,

A working group in Asia felt that the deprivation “from whjch
minorities suffer in Asia, obtains within the context of "a pervasive
and general deprivation”,

Inflation, recession, unemployment with their resultant impact on
living standards, mean that minorities are often at the receiving end
of a policy of harassment and discrimination.

In Sri Lanka, the Sansoni Commission Report on the August
holocaust of 1977 has already been submitted to the President. From
the glimpses we have had of the Report, some of the VEIy signi-
ficant comments of the Commissioner, particularly regarding the guardi-
ans of our law who, ™ for soms unknown reason,” failed, to deal with unruly
elements according to the law has not grabbed the headlines of our
newspapers, a8 much as the Commissioners comments on Eelawm,

The following extract from an Editorial comment in the Madras
Hindu (30.7-80), on the Sansoni Commission Repoart, however, puts
the dialogue (at “the political level) on Race Relations in Sri Lanks
on the correct wave - length @ —

t The Sansoni Report found substance in the complaints
made by Tamil Leaders that although they tried hard to Eet

justice to their community they found that pacts were made only
to be broken.

The Jeyawardene Government must heed these werds and take
prompt steps to ensure that
redress the genuine grievances

What has bheen the
with racism ? For half
ches' Agenda,

of the Tamils are adequataly fulfilled™

role of the Churches in their confrontation
8 century racism has been high on the Chue-

According to reports, in some Churches, many Church members
have !:esn ‘active in putting their weight behind local campaigos in
investigating instances of barassment or in monitoring police - commu.
nity relations,

But to what lengths can and should the Churches go ?
length can or should the Church in Sri Lanka go !

One Wortd ( May 1980) sums g
“The Churches must decide t
Tao believe the oppressed

the position they occupy
means that the real issye

To what

p the position succinectly :-

o whom they will listen
means for many Churches a break with
in their societies, while not doing so
s of domination are missed '

Fierce Competition among

The 15  scheduled carriers
operating out of Sri Lanka are
caught in the vortex 8 fierce
competition, Cerfain airlines are
offering arranged it - rage free
paid tickets to travellers, outward
bound from Sri Lapka,

‘The sale of sugh
in loeal currepcy

Airline Carriers

iatore,

to local travel agents and
tickets paid

i5 ot recorded ness,

the intentions of the government to

o the books of the airline oper.

The Board of Airline Repre-
sentatives (BAR) will saon Appoint
B0 iovestigating agency to probe
into stich malpractices which amount
sche-
duled carriers going out of busi-

The lnstitute of Enginears,
Sri Lanka which bas on its roll
over 750 Civil Engineers and st
large number of 'non-corporate
members arganised a works‘.!nop on
26-7-80 to discuss the subject of
*“The Civil Engineer of Tomorrow'',

Among thé matters that came
up at the " 'Workshop" was the
need for gearing the training of
Civil Eogineers in Sri Lanka to
meet the needs of the country.

Sri  Lanka needs  both
specially gualified academic sia\‘[f
as well as practising engineersin
specialised fields. An increase in
intake of civil Engineering under-
graduates both in Moratuwa and
Peradeniya was consldered essential
in the eontext of- the Develop-:
ment targets of the Government.

Professors A, Thurairajah.
Milton Amaratunga and V.
Shanmuganayagam of the Pera-

deniya University and Professors
Dayantha and Wijesekara of the
Moratuwa University participated
as lecturers at the Workshop.

Service of Commemoration
at Fort Church, Jaffna

(Continued from first page)

things new and old”
old, old story' never
newness or its vitality.

ACCENT ON MISSION

In Dr. Niles' Books, the
emphasis has always been on
missionary theology. ° Mission® to
him was the life of the Church,
He proclaimed the gospel not
merely “in season” and " out of
sseason ™ but he even created his
own “seasons” to tell his copgre-
gation that we belong not to a
self preserving buta self-emptying
church. Concern for the world was
as much a passion with him as
concern for the soul,

AN UNCANNY SKILL

An ecumenist and g pillar of
the Church Union Movement he
bad an uncanny skill to see
through the maze of differences,
points of convergence which he

But 'the
lost its

exploited to the full in all deli-
berations pertaining to Church
Union.
SENSE OF CALLING

As a spokesman of Third

World countries in world forums,
a5 an ecumenist who involved
himself in the problems of other
churches (as if Church Union had
already materialised) and as a
champion of the rights of smaller
churches for self-hood, he always
displayed a sense of Calling in
his Ministry and also a sense of
realism born out of the conviction
that it was fuithfulness (and not
siccess). that was g Christian

Niles Memorial Scholarship Fund

The Jaffa Christian Union
Institute for the Study of Raligion
a Scholarship

Saciety "' which will bs made ava

tbat the Research is pursued from Jaffna.

Registored as ¢ Newspaper ot the G.P. 0,

Frinted for the Jaffoa Diocess of the Church of South
Lady of Miracles East Read
Navalar Hoad,
Press, Kankesanthurai Hoad, Jaffna, on

Matthews residing at 19,

Mr, Alvappillai Rajusingam, 310,

Fund for Post Graduate Research on " Religion and

© John Bluck, the 36 year old
Apglican Priest and journalist
from New Zealand who isalsg
Editor of One World now
heads the WCC Department of

Communication,

O Raverend Carlo Mastini [52),
a RBibilical Scholar, Rector of
the Gregorian Institute in Rome
has been consecrated Archbiehup
of Milan. For many years he wag
a member of the Pontifical

3ibilical Commission,

O Philip Morgan (49), Genera]
Secretary of the Church of
Christ in Great Britain and
Ireland takes over from Rey,
Henry Morton in September,
1980 the office of Chief Exe.-
cutive of the British Council
of Churches.

Alice E, Ball is the new
General Secretary of the Ameri-

()

can Bible Society — the only
woman to  hold the post in
its 163 - year history.

Equal Rights for
Women in Sri Lanka
Sri Laoka's first batch of

Women Soldiers will Darticipate

in the Independence Parade on
February 4, 1981, Sri Lanka's
pioneer women soldiers will be
trained by a team of three British
women army officers who arrived
here in Jume this year and are
now at Diyatalawa.

The British team will ba
assisted by Sri Lanka’s six women
officer cadets who will be sgon
sinishing their training at Camber-
ley, the women’s equivalent of
Sandhurst.

Runniog one and a half miles
everyday is reported to be among
the routine exercises for women
cadets at Camberley.

The Army bhas received 200
applicants for 12 non-commissioned
women officers { Corporals) with
salaries equivalent to that of &
Physical Training Instructress.

value and that faithfulness alwaya
calls for new ventures into um-
charted regions, The Latin adage
" aut inveniam viam, aut faciam"
(il shall find a way or make one)
summarised his working philosophy.
MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH z

Dr. Niles' Life and work
stands as & mooument today before
the Youth of our country and
before those who guide their
destlnies in Sri Lanka — a monu-
ment constantly reminding us that
outside the beaten track of Medi-
cine, Engineering, Accountancy and
other promising careers for our
youth, the Minisiry of the Church
has stilla potential which is yet
to be explered by the Christian -
Church,

in collaberation with the Christian
and Society in Jaffoa has established

ilable to any student om condition

Sri Lanke under No. OF | 8920 (78,

India by Afr. Philp
. Jafina, ang published by
Jafina, at Sri Sanmuganathh
Friday, 1st -August, 1950,
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